
“My ways are not His ways” 
 

Isaiah 55:8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My 

ways,” says the Lord.9  “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So 

are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts. 

 

   Do you ever want things your way? Sure you do, and like most people, 

you have many reasons why. Let’s take a look at some of the obvious     

reasons why people want things their way and why they make sense. 

Your way is the right way: Things need to be done the right way, and 

if that’s your way, then ok 

You don’t like the current way things are being done: If it’s wrong 

then let’s change it 

You like getting your way: People need to be encouraged by getting 

their way 

 

   Just by human nature, or should I say our Adam nature, we all at some 

time or another have some of those same reasons for wanting our way. We 

will reason as to why this way is right and even at times pull out scripture to 

support our claims. As I examined those times for my life, I sought guid-

ance from the Lord in relation to those reasons mentioned above for want-

ing our way. 

   The very first thing the Lord spoke to me about was from the passage of 

scripture above. My ways are not HIS ways, nor are my thoughts, HIS 

thoughts. It was then I had to ask, “Whose ways have never been wrong and 

whose ways have been wrong? That answer was quick and easy. So let’s 

take another look at our reasons for having things our way. 

Your way is the right way: There’s not but one right way and that’s 

God’s way. Pr. 14:12 There is a way that seems right to a man, 

But its end is the way of death. 

You don’t like the current way things are being done: What appears 

wrong or something we don’t like may very well be God teaching 

us to wait on him to make changes, if any are to be made. Psalm 

130:5 I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, And in His word I do 

hope. 

You like getting your way: Getting our way is usual associated with a 

heart issue or a case of pride. Encouragement will come when 

God’s way is revealed.  Proverbs 29:23 A man’s pride will bring 

him low, But the humble in spirit will retain honor. 

 

   What I learned through this process was simply this; there truly are only 

two ways for us as God’s children: God’s way and the wrong way. As each 

of us go through life, let us seek God’s way in all matters. It may not make 

sense, we may not like it and it might not sound or look good to others, but 

in the end when it’s God way, the result and outcome will perfect, just as 

He is. 

 

 

God bless, Pastor Buddy 

From the Pastor’s Pen 
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Pastor Buddy Osborne 

Worship Schedule  

SUNDAY  

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Morning Worship  11:00 a.m. 

Children’s Church 11:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. 

AWANA 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

  

WEDNESDAY  

Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Youth Group 7:00 p.m. 

Deacons 

 

Paul Arwood 431-2666 

Roy Baker 431-1155 

Otis Bowen 431-2622 

Don Carter 431-2342 

Bill DeBoard 452-4331 

Scott Jerrell 940-1261 

Kay Jessee 431-2751 

Frank Pennington 423-579-2918 

Phillip Smith 431-2757 



Just A Closer Walk With Thee……. 

Habakkuk 3: 17 Though the fig tree does not 

bud and there are no grapes on the vines, 

though the olive crop fails and the fields pro-

duce no food, though there are no sheep in 

the pen and no cattle in the stalls, 18 yet I will 

rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God 

my Savior. 

Of all the things that people wish for, do you 

think that having a closer relationship with 

the Lord is Number 1 on the list?  I think if 

we are all honest about it with at least our-

selves, the Number 1 or even Number 2 

thing on our personal list each day depends 

on our current circumstances.  For example, 

if you have a marriage that is failing, you 

may talk to a confidant about it, try to reason 

things out in your mind, “discuss” with your 

spouse, and then at the end of the day may 

say a prayer and hope that things get better.  

Another example would be a business ven-

ture or job situation.  We tend to read arti-

cles, bounce ideas off others, and then pray 

about it and ask for guidance.   

I am a strong believer (even though I fail 

miserably sometimes) that if we put God first 

above everything that he will appoint our 

steps in the right direction.  Doesn’t mean 

that marriages will not fail (because we have 

the choice), and it doesn’t mean that a new 

job or business won’t fall through (because 

we can’t control others), but it does mean 

that we know that whatever comes down the 

pike that day was appointed by the Lord and 

didn’t catch him off guard.  Putting him first 

means that we pray about a situation and 

then watch him work.  Putting him first 

means that we must be willing to accept 

those things that are unacceptable to us in 

our flesh (and you all know what I mean), 

because things aren’t just always going to 

work out the way we hope they would or 

think they should.  We all have a tendency 

to visualize the situation the way we think 

it ought to be and get disappointed when 

things go another direction.  But did you 

know that even through our difficulties, 

God gives us strength?  Just as it says in 

Habakkuk 3, even though, I have the ability 

to rejoice and be joyful in my Savior. Even 

though.   

That’s hard to grasp isn’t it?  Even though 

our spouses are not living up to our 

(unobtainable) expectations, even though 

our kids disappoint us and never seem to 

measure up to once again (unobtainable) 

goals, even though we hate our jobs, even 

though our friends/family/church fellow-

ship let us down, even though our lives did-

n’t turn out like we had planned, we know 

it will be ok because the Lord is with us.  

Isn’t that a wonderful feeling to know that 

even though, we are alright?  

I love the chorus in an old gospel song.  It 

says: Just a closer walk with Thee, Grant it, 

Jesus, is my plea, Daily walking close to 

Thee, Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.  May 

you have a desire to have a closer walk 

with the Lord than ever before.   

Love from our Lord, 

Janey     
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“Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good.  He that doeth good is of 

God; but he that doeth evil hath not seen God.”  3 John 11 

 

God has given us eyes, not to see others faults but to see their needs.   

 

God has given us a mouth, not to criticize but to lift others up.   

 

God has given us ears, not just to hear words but to give patience and understanding.   

 

Everything God has given to us has a purpose – use it well. 

 

Submitted by Vanessa Jessee 

Congratulations 
 to Wendy Chambers who    

graduated second in her class on 

May 22  from the Police       

Academy. Wendy endured a    

grueling  18 weeks of classroom, 

physical, and technical training. 

She is pictured with her husband 

Pete, who is also a law enforce-

ment officer with Scott County 

and her children Seth and Kayla. 

Wendy has been assigned to Rye 

Cove High School as a Resource 

Officer in the fall. 



 Susan Carter is baking up “Flower Pot Cup-

cakes” in the Whistle Stop Café. This is a hands-on 

activity to remind the children how giving produces 

growth. 

 The Art workshop is headed up this rotation 

by Shirley Wells. The children will re-create the 

widow’s mite, learning that the coins are often 

called mites because they were so small. 

 Rhonda Smith’s Games workshop rein-

forces the lesson with a fun competition. The object 

of the game is to answer life-application questions 

about the Bible story. 

 Our next study, The Good Samaritan, 

begins on June 29. 

 In May our weekly attendance averaged 43. 

Also in May, we added Alexa Goins, Samuel Page, 

and Taylor Cumbow to WoRM. Welcome to all! 

On May 11, we told the Bowers family goodbye as 

they leave for their new home in Wilmington, NC. I 

am sure they would love to stay in touch via    

Facebook!  Be sure to send Tracie Stanley Bowers 

a friend request. 

 As always, we need helpers in WoRM. If 

you are interested in assisting in any capacity, 

please see Teresa Stanley or Allison Jerrell. 

 

 Teresa Stanley 

Director of Children’s Ministries 

What’s Happening in Children’s Ministries  

Special note to parents/grandparents/guardians:   

 Thank you for letting us teach your children 

about Jesus each week. Sunday School  is so impor-

tant, and we don’t want your child/children to miss 

a single minute.  Please be aware that Sunday 

School begins promptly at 9:45. WoRM is an in-

tense hour of learning about Jesus through fun and 

creative teaching/workshops. If your child is late, 

he/she misses a very important part of the lesson. 

Due to limited time for teaching and workshop, it is 

impossible for the teacher to start over for every 

latecomer.  We receive children as early as 9:30 on 

Sunday mornings.  Check-in and snacks take a few 

minutes. So, please try to arrive no later than 9:40 

to ensure that your child is in class and ready to 

learn by 9:45. Also, every child must have a Bible 

in class. We do have loaner Bibles, but we encour-

age each child to bring his/her own Bible (if your 

child needs a Bible, please let us know). 

 On May 25, the children began a new 

Workshop Rotation Method (WoRM) Sunday 

School lesson titled, “The Widow’s Mite.” This is a 

five-week study focusing on the story found in 

Luke 20:45 – 21:4. The objective of this lesson is to 

teach the children that we all have something to 

give and to understand that while God doesn’t need 

our gifts to accomplish His will, He allows us to be 

a part of His work through giving of our money, 

time, and talents. The children will memorize: “But 

seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all 

these things will be given to you as well.” Matthew 

6:33 

 For this rotation, there is a Science work-

shop, led by John Franklin, who is new to WoRM.  

Welcome, John! The children will enjoy two sci-

ence experiments that will demonstrate increase and 

growth as it relates to Christians. 

 Kathy Pierson is leading the Theater work-

shop.  The DVD, titled “Madam Blueberry,” por-

trays how we can learn to be more thankful for 

what we have. As the children learn from the teach-

ing and viewing the DVD, they will have a realistic 

movie experience, including popcorn! 
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Choir News 
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We would like to welcome Tony McGee as our 

new choir director. Tony lives in Rogersville 

with his wife Missy and daughter Bethany. We 

are so glad to have them as the newest edition 

to our church family. 

 A note from Tony: If you are interested in 

singing in the choir and have not been, please 

attend practice on Wednesday evenings at 

6:00. Also the choir needs a bass guitar player, 

I have offered to teach someone to play at no 

charge. If you are interested please e-mail me 

at mcgeetmb3@yahoo.com or leave me a  

message in my church mailbox. 

Tony McGee, Choir Director 

Two groups of our kids performing 

songs under the direction of Mardi 

Stewart and Catherine Ward 

mailto:mcgeetmb3@yahoo.com
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Brave individuals who conquered  the  Virginia Creeper Trail on May 31. 

Mountain View from the window at the home of Rose and 

Troy Miller. What a Mighty God we serve! 



Music 

Pianist…..……………..….…....Nancy Rhoton 

 

Choir Director ……….………......Tony McGee 

 

Orchestra Director ………..…Yvonne Edwards 

 

Sound Technician………….....…..Jamie Carter 

Staff 

Newsletter…….……….....Melissa  Pennington 

 
 
WoRM Sunday  
School  Director………...….......Teresa Stanley 
 
Adult Sunday  
School Director….......................Sharon Holland 
 

AWANA  Commander………...….Scott Jerrell 

 

H.O.P.E Christian Ministries Coordinator 

…………………………………..Janey Osborne 

Kay Jessee displays a portion of the food that mail carriers collected May 10, all 

going to our H.O.P.E Christian Ministries. 
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Disclaimer: 

Every effort is made to ensure that all submitted articles, pictures, items, etc. are included in the newsletter. Any omission or 

reporting errors are unintentional. Please let me know if there are errors or omissions that need to be corrected and it will 

appear in the next issue. Thank you.        mdpenn276@gmail.com  
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Youth Sunday 



Congratulations To Our Graduates 
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 Graduating seniors were recognized during the morning worship on June 1st. The church had two 

high school seniors – Jessi Adams and Tyler Hass. Jessi, daughter of Virginia Adams, graduated Tuesday, 

June 3rd from Rye Cove High School. Jessi has been accepted to Berea College and plans on majoring in 

Child and Family Studies. Tyler, son of Jeff and Amy Hass and Heather Jones, graduated from Gate City 

High School on Monday, June 2nd and plans on attending ETSU in the fall and going into the General 

Studies program. 

 The church had three college seniors – Paige Tester,  Nathaniel Smith, and Adam Taylor. Paige 

graduated from Virginia Tech with a degree in Mathematics. She is the daughter of Tommy and Wanda 

Tester. Nathaniel, son of Rhonda and Phillip Smith, graduated in May from the University of Virginia in 

Charlottesville. Nathaniel graduated with a degree in music. Adam Taylor is the grandson of Betty Carter 

and the son of Eddie and Beth Taylor of Raven, Va. Adam graduated from the University of Oklahoma 

with a Masters Degree in International  Agriculture. 

 The Baccalaureate Service, recognizing the seniors of Rye Cove High School, was held on Sunday, 

June 1st at 2:30PM. The sermon was given by our pastor, Buddy Osborne. Amazing Grace was played by  

Luke Rhoton and Jordan Bowen, both seniors at RCHS. Katherine Ward sang “When I Call on Jesus”. 

Matthew Carter, grandson of Jane and Don Carter, played Pomp and Circumstance on the piano as the  

processional and recessional.  Sixteen members of the senior class attended the service. A reception       

followed in the fellowship hall for family and friends. 
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Ruth Dishner 7/5 

Fleda Kern 7/10 

Pete Chambers 7/12 

Shasta Addison 7/14 

Brandon Addison 7/16 

Alma Bowen 7/16 

Catherine Ward 7/21 

Wendy Chambers 7/25 

Zack Dunlap 7/22 

Melissa Pennington 7/26 

Dennis Stanley 7/26 

Dustin Pierson 7/28 

Susan Qualls 7/28 

Chet Wheeler 7/29 

Marlene Swanson 7/30 

Jane Carter 7/31 

Ruby Keck 7/31 

Lottie Johnson 7/31 

Kendra Francis 8/2 

Hailey Quillen 8/2 

J.C. Starnes 8/2 

Paul Arwood 8/4 

Brock Stewart 8/5 

Larry Collier 8/9 



 May June 
Crawlers None No Report 

   

Wanderers None  

   

Sightseers Andrew Jerrell  

   

Explorers Virginia Bledsoe  

 Katelyn Chapman  

 Cassidy Hammonds  

   

Adventurers Elizabeth Berry  

   

Trailblazers Katie Bledsoe  

 Seth Chambers  

 Zachary Hammonds  
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WoRM Sunday School Perfect Attendance    

Scott & Susan Carter 7/8 

Otis & Lynn Bowen 7/11 

Jimmy & Yvonne Edwards 7/13 

Larry & Patty Prevatte 7/16 

Dwight & Kathy Pierson 7/18 

Jamie & Kristie Carter 7/25 

John & Glenda Osborne 7/25 

Robert & Robyn Chapman 7/27 

Frank & Melissa Pennington 7/27 

Jerry & Judy Legg 8/5 



LIFE LESSONS Sharon Collier Anna Carter 

  Sharon Collier 

  Nancy Rhoton 

  Carolyn Dishner 

 May June 
MEN Paul Arwood Paul Arwood 

 Bill Bowen Roy Baker 

 Don Carter Bill Bowen 

 Joe Carter Joe Carter 

 Jimmy Edwards Jimmy Edwards 

 Richard Holland Richard Holland 

 Jay Keck Kent Lawson 

 Kent Lawson Larry Prevatte 

 Keith Roach Keith Roach 

 Dennis Stanley Dennis Stanley 

 Phillip Stanley Dale Taylor 

   

YOUNG COUPLES Ted Fletcher Michelle Bowen 

 Scott Jerrell Ted Fletcher 

  Scott Jerrel 
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Sunday School Perfect Attendance    

SINGLE YOUNG ADULTS John Franklin John Franklin 

   

NEW MEMBERS CLASS No Report No Report 

   



PAIRS & SPARES Yvonne Edwards Ron Edwards 

 Julie Fuller Ken Flanary 

 Pat Fuller Julie Fuller 

 Michael Hammonds Pat Fuller 

 Kay Jessee Kay Jessee 

 Dwight Pierson  

 Kathy Pierson  

   

WOMEN Debbie Aistrop Phyllis Baker 

 Marian Arwood Ruth Bowen 

 Ruth Bowen Betty Carter 

 Janette Carter Janette Carter 

 Mozelle Carter Mozelle Carter 

 Sabrina Holland Sabrina Holland 

 Sharon Holland Sharon Holland 

 Ruth Osborne Ruby Keck 

 Ruth Rhoton Hazel Stanley 

 Hazel Stanley  Wilma Tomlinson 

 May June 
YOUTH Santana Adams Santana Adams 

 Jeremy Carter Caleigh Fletcher 

 Kayla Chambers Connie Smith 

 Caleigh Fletcher Haley Woods 

 Frank Pennington  

 Trey Pennington  

 Connie Smith  

 Sam Wheeler  

 Haley Woods  
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Sunday School Perfect Attendance    
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Vacation Bible School 2014 
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Vacation Bible School 2014 
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Thanks to all who participated 

in time and effort to make the 

fundraiser a success. Thank you 

also to our church family who 

showed up to support our youth 

by allowing them to wash their 

vehicle (s) and to the generous 

donations that were given.    

Following are the individuals 

who participated in this event: 

 

Adults 

Wayne Bledsoe 

Robyn Chapman 

Frank Pennington 

Melissa Pennington 

Connie Smith 

 

Youth 

Santana Adams 

Kayla Chambers 

Zack Dunlap 

Caleigh Fletcher 

Trevor Lawrence 

Emily Ward 

Haley Woods 

Youth Car Wash Fundraiser 
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