
T h o m a s  V i l l a g e  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  

Happy New Year 

 

James 1:22 But be doers of the 

word, and not hearers only, 

deceiving yourselves. 
 

Have you ever sat and 

wondered what would make 

your life different? You know 

things need to change, you   

desire that to, but you’re just 

not sure how to get started. I 

have on many occasions. 

Christmas season has come to 

end, all the excitement seems to 

be dwindling, and here I sit 

wondering how the upcoming 

year can be different, better and 

more fulfilling. What normally 

happens, which may happen to 

you as well, I end up right back 

the next year where I’m still 

wondering about the same 

things. Here are some things I 

want to share with you, that I 

know the Lord has spoken to 

me about. 

I’ve started participat-

ing in a men’s bible study on 

Thursday mornings with a 

group of men from different 

churches. We are going 

through a book called “AHA”, 

that so far, seems really good. 

But, as I was pondering some 

things in my mind one morn-

ing, I was hit with this       

question, “Is this going to be a 

different year for you or will 

you be right back here next 

year, still wondering?” It was 

then that God spoke to me 

about the problem and what 

was holding me up and many 

of you as well. In order to have 

a different year, you must do 

something different than 

you’ve done the years before. 

The one thing different for me 

and for many other Christians, 

that will make our year differ-

ent, is to become a doer of 

what we already know. Let me 

explain. 

We all know so much 

about what the bible says (not 

that there isn’t much more we 

don’t know), but how much of 

what we know it says, are we 

doing? When I met with my 

men’s group that following 

Thursday I told them this, 

“Guys, I don’t want to study a 

book that’s going to teach 

more about the bible. I want to 

study a book that is going to 

teach and challenge me to do 

more of what I already know.”  

I’m trusting God that “AHA” is 

going to be that book.  

Church, for each of you 

who truly want this year to be 

different, that you desire a closer 

walk with the Lord and to see 

HIS will being played out in 

your life, decide today to        

become a doer of what you    

already know. You know we 

should witness, we should teach, 

we should serve and we should 

go tell others, wherever that may 

be. If you and I truly desire for 

2015 to be different for our lives, 

the life of our families and the 

life of our church, then let’s start 

doing what we already know. 

We are offering bible studies to 

help you do those very things. 

Get signed up, and get this year 

started right and expect God to 

make this year different.  

 

God bless church and HAPPY 

NEW YEAR! 

Pastor Buddy 

A Different Year 

TVBC 

JANUARY  2015 
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 TVBC’s Wednesday night K-7th grade Children’s Group 

has been busy, and it’s growing!  The group recently finished a 13 

week study entitled “Scary, Gross, and Weird Stories from the 

Bible”.  From brushing teeth with baking soda (trust), investigat-

ing a talking donkey (the story of Balaam), or finding a disgusting 

way to heat food (Ezekiel), the study focused on different biblical 

lessons, each with an element of surprise, yuck, or downright odd.   Other stud-

ies throughout the past year included an interactive “Chronicles of Narnia: The 

Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe” study, and an Ephesians 6 “Armor of God” 

study.  2015 plans include “Fruits of the Spirit” and a “Holy Week” study. 

 Four young ladies from Thomas Village Baptist Church        

recently participated in the Kingsport Intercity Ballet Theatre’s 35th 

production of “The Nutcracker”, held at Eastman’s Toy F. Reid       

Employee Center.  Elle Miller, performing as a Party Child and Ava 

Miller, performing as a Lollipop, are the daughters of Adam and 

Tabitha Miller. Katie Bledsoe, performing as Chinese and Virginia 

Bledsoe, performing as a Soldier, are the daughters of Wayne and 

Tammy Bledsoe.  The performance involved nearly 3 months of       

rehearsal, culminating in four performances from December 11-13. 

The group also recently participated in a “Frozen” themed church    

outing at Highlands Fellowship in Wise, Virginia.  Designed as a 

“Girls’ Night Out”, the evening included a service centered around the 

popular Disney movie, with a character “meet-and-greet” following the message.  A “Boys’ Night Out” is 

planned, with a visit to Bristol’s “Speedway in Lights”. 

 God has richly blessed this group, and it has grown very 

quickly!  Because of this, we are excited to announce that Tonya 

Nash and Nancy Rhoton will be assisting with teaching, begin-

ning in January! There’s still more room to grow, however.  Van 

service is provided for Wednesday night, and assistance is 

needed with drivers and riders.  The growth of this group may 

soon necessitate two separate van routes for Wednesday!  If you 

are interested in assisting with this group in any way or in any  

capacity, please contact Wayne or Tammy Bledsoe. 

Wednesday Night Children’s Group (K-7) 
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What do you think would 

be the results if you took a poll of 

the people you encounter each 

day with the only question being 

“Do you want to go to Heaven?” 

I dare say almost every response 

would be “Yes!” What do we 

know about Heaven, and how 

can we pass that along in our  

witness? 

One of my favorite all-

time hymns is “How Beautiful 

Heaven Must Be”. Each time I 

hear it, I go back in my mind to 

the many different churches I  

attended while growing up, and 

how each seemed to hold dear 

this wonderful song of promise 

and hope. 

 Leslie Weatherhead, the 

renowned English Christian  

theologian, once said that, “We, 

trying to describe Heaven, is 

about the same thing as asking a 

child still in the womb to         

describe the creation." 

So what does the Bible 

tell us about Heaven? What can 

we tell others? Consider this: 

God will be there:       
Matthew 5:45  That ye may 

be the children of your    

Father which is in heaven: 

for he maketh his sun to rise 

on the evil and on the good, 

and sendeth rain on the just 

and on the unjust. 

Where our treasures 

should be: Matthew 

6:20 But lay up for your-

selves treasures in heaven, 

where neither moth nor rust 

doth corrupt, and where 

thieves do not break through 

nor steal: 

Where our reward is: 
Luke 6:23 Rejoice ye in 

that day, and leap for joy: 

for, behold, your reward is 

great in heaven: for in the 

like manner did their fathers 

unto the prophets. 

Where our names are 

written: Luke10:18-

20 And he said unto them, I 

beheld Satan as lightning 

fall from heaven.  Behold, I 

give unto you power to 

tread on serpents and    

scorpions, and over all the 

power of the enemy: and 

nothing shall by any means 

hurt you. Notwithstanding 

in this rejoice not, that the 

spirits are subject unto you; 

but rather rejoice, because 

your names are written in 

heaven. 

A place of unimaginable 

wonder: 1 Corinthians 

2:9  But as it is written, 

Eye hath not seen, nor ear 

heard, neither have       

entered into the heart of 

man, the things which 

God hath prepared for 

them that love him. 

 

In Revelation 21, 

we find that Heaven will 

be a place of joy, where 

there shall be no more 

death, neither sorrow, nor 

crying; and God will wipe 

away all tears.  There will 

be no need for light, as the 

Glory of the Father and 

the Son dispels all dark-

ness. 

 Our limited human 

minds cannot comprehend 

what awaits us, but the 

indwelling of the Holy 

Spirit gives us the peace, 

courage, and reassurance 

to face the unknown     

future that will eventually 

bring us to that beautiful 

place called Heaven. In 

our witness, we need to 

remind those who are lost 

that not only is there a 

place called Hell to shun, 

but there is also a place 

called Heaven to gain.  

 

Kay Jessee, Deacon 

Food For Thought…….How Beautiful Heaven Must Be 
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Romans 3:22 This righteousness from God 

comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all 

who believe. There is no difference, 23 for all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God, 24 and are justified freely by his grace 

through the redemption that came by Christ  

Jesus. 

  

Romans 4:7 "Blessed are they whose trans-

gressions are forgiven, whose sins are     

covered. 8 Blessed is the man whose sin the 

Lord will never count against him." 

 

More than once in my years of being 

in churches and around Christian people, I've 

heard some teachers and leaders, and even a 

few preachers say about a certain sin "I can't 

believe that anyone would do that". When 

I've heard that I always cringe because I   

believe that there is always going to be some-

one that has done that particular thing - we're 

human. If it's a sin, somebody has done it. 

The reason it bothers me so much is because 

I believe that it somehow sends a message 

that the   particular sin is worse than others or 

that the person that has done that sin is worse 

off than other people. Believe me when I tell 

you today that no sin, other than the sin of 

unbelief, is worse than any other!! 

Sometimes we can't believe that 

someone can rape a child, have an affair, or 

have an abortion. But someone somewhere 

can believe it because they've been there. Of 

course we can't believe that someone would 

be a thief, is a closet homosexual, or cusses 

like a sailor when no one is around.  But 

someone somewhere can believe it because 

they've been there. You see my point? 

Someone somewhere has been there!! I  

believe that sometimes, with the best inten-

tions, our leaders, teachers, and preachers 

are just trying to stress a point and are    

trying to encourage us not to sin, but in  

doing so, make us feel so unworthy. We 

may be sitting there thinking we've done 

that particular thing and then start feeling 

guilty all over again, (even though we've 

been forgiven), and start spiraling down the 

slippery slope that Satan wants us to stay 

on. He's just standing there spraying water 

on the slide guys. But there's good 

news....we just need to always remember 

that we are worthy - that we are going to 

mess up - and that no matter what, our 

Lord loves us like nobody's business!! 

So today, be encouraged to know 

that you've gotten past the sin OR are 

working hard to get past it, and once you've 

ask for forgiveness, it will never be brought 

back up to you again. And the next time 

you hear that ole' preacher or teacher say 

that they can't believe someone has done 

something, just smile to yourself and say "I 

can believe it because I've been there....but 

Thank God....he delivered me out of it." 

Praise the Lord. Amen? Amen !!  

1 John 4:9 This is how God showed 

his love among us: He sent his one and 

only Son into the world that we might live 

through him. 10 This is love: not that we 

loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 

Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

 

Janey 

Forgiveness 
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7-Jan Chet & Margaret Wheeler 

11-Feb Shane & Tracie Bowers 

11-Feb Matt & Lora Smith 

14-Feb Buddy & Janey Osborne 

26-Feb Jeff & Amy Hass 

2-Jan Phillip Smith 

3-Jan Jessi Adams 

3-Jan Seth Chambers 

3-Jan Rachel Glines 

4-Jan Linda Arwood 

4-Jan Kathy Pierson 

7-Jan Jessica Roach 

7-Jan Nancy Hartsock 

8-Jan Chris Collier 

10-Jan Jamie Carter 

11-Jan Dan Bates 

12-Jan Sharon Collier 

12-Jan Kristie Quillen 

13-Jan Cassidy Hammonds 

13-Jan Jay Keck 

13-Jan Sarah  Walsworth 

15-Jan Michael Fields 

16-Jan Kent Lawson 

16-Jan Rick Swanson 

21-Jan Kay  Jessee 

21-Jan Tommy Tester 

21-Jan Keith Walsworth 

21-Jan Glenn Wells 

22-Jan Andy Legg 

24-Jan Carol Arwood 

25-Jan Jared Worley 

25-Jan Whitney Worley 

26-Jan Keith Baxley 

26-Jan Sharon Holland 

31-Jan Ruth Bowen 

6-Feb Richard Holland 

7-Feb Nancy Carter 

7-Feb Peggy DeBoard 

8-Feb Pauline Berry 

8-Feb Virginia Bledsoe 

10-Feb Alex Collier 

15-Feb Danielle Chapman 

15-Feb Troy Miller 

16-Feb Mardi Stewart 

18-Feb Amy Hass 

19-Feb Haley Woods 

22-Feb Kristie Carter 

26-Feb Nathaniel Smith 

28-Feb Sage Quillen 
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December 2014 

PAIRS & SPARES Pauline Berry 

 Ken Flanary 

 Julie Fuller 

 Pat Fuller 

 Michael Hammonds 

 Phillip Smith 

 Wanda Tester 

  

WOMEN Debbie Aistrop 

 Linda Arwood 

 Marian Arwood 

 Mozelle Carter 

 Vivian Gilbert 

 Sabrina Holland 

 Sharon Holland 

 Ruby Keck 

 Wilma Williams 

LIFE LESSONS Anna Carter 

 Pansy Flanary 

 Patsy Fritz 

YOUNG COUPLES None 

Sunday School Perfect Attendance 
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December 2014 

MEN Paul Arwood 

 Don Carter 

 Joe Carter 

 Scott Carter 

 Rick Holland 

 Jay Keck 

 Kent Lawson 

 Buddy Osborne 

 Phillip Stanley 

 Keith Roach 

 Chet Wheeler 

SINGLE YOUNG ADULTS Wayne Bledsoe 

 Nathaniel Smith 

YOUTH-BOYS Chase Bowen 

 Zach Hammonds 

 Frank Pennington 

 Trey Pennington 

YOUTH-GIRLS Connie Smith 

 Emily Ward 

 Haley Woods 

Sunday School Perfect Attendance 



Page 8 TVBC 

 The youth have been busy the last couple of months. On November 15, the group attended a      

concert at the Prior Convocation Center at UVA Wise. We enjoyed the music and testimonies of  the 

highly popular group The News Boys.  Other groups that performed were Family Force 5 and 7eventh 

Time Down.  Matt Smith used his connections and was able to get all 32 seats together next to the stage. 

Thanks Matt!  

 Each Sunday during the month of December, the teens distributed the in-house Christmas cards for 

the Lottie Moon Christmas offering. The first ever Youth Lock-in took place on December 19.  There were 

30 people including adults that made it through the night. Each teen was asked to text/call and let their  

parent/guardian know that they arrived at the church and then they were instructed to leave their phones 

and electronics on the table for the remainder of the lock in.   

 We had numerous activities planned throughout the night. They were told the real Christmas story, 

and then watched the movie, God’s Not Dead. There were all kinds of games that were played by different 

groups. Some played Family Feud on the big screen, some played Catch Phrase, spoons, ninja, several 

board games, extreme hide and seek, and of course plenty of food.  We had a time of question and answer 

where they were given time to reflect on their spirituality when faced with tough decisions. Praise God for 

the one young soul that received Christ that night!  

 Thanks to all the adults who helped out and were able to stay up all night and remain encouraging  

to our youth despite the lack of sleep.  We are planning a trip to Knoxville, TN on February 13 to attend 

Winter Jam and Youth Sunday is scheduled for February 15. 

Youth Activities 
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Deacons  

Paul Arwood 431-2666 

Otis Bowen 431-2622 

Don Carter 431-2342 

Scott Jerrell 940-1261 

Kay Jessee 431-2751 

Frank Pennington 423-579-2918 

Phillip Smith 431-2757 

Schedule of Services  
SUNDAY  

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Morning Worship  11:00 a.m. 

Children’s Church 11:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. 

AWANA 500-7:00 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY  

Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Youth Group   

(Grades 8-12) 

7:00 p.m. 

Children’s Group    7:00 p.m. 

 

CONTACT US: 
 

CHURCH:  276-431-4101      

WEB PAGE: www.tvbcva.org  

 

PASTOR Buddy Osborne     

Email:  buddyosborne@charter.net 
5650 Orebank Road, Kingsport, TN 

37664 

423-306-1999 (cell) 

December 2014 

Explorers Virginia Bledsoe 

 Cassidy Hammonds 

  

Adventurers Brandon Berry 

 Elizabeth Berry 

  

Trailblazers Katie Bledsoe 

Disclaimer: 

Every effort is made to ensure that all submitted articles, pictures, items, etc. are included in the newsletter. Any omission or reporting errors are uninten-
tional. Please let me know if there are errors or omissions that need to be corrected and it will appear in the next issue. Thank you.    
           Melissa Pennington, Editor   

WoRM Sunday School Perfect Attendance 

http://www.tvbcva.org
mailto:buddyosborne@charter.net

