
   Church, as we move ahead in to 2014, the Lord is going to give us many opportuni-

ties to minister to others, to grow personally, and to build new relationships. In order 

for all of this to take place, it will have to start with each one of us making a personal 

commitment. The Lord is always working, wanting to change lives and desiring that 

all come to know Him in a personal way. The reason ministries fail, stop growing and 

become stagnant is because people fail to stay committed, not because the Lord    

decides to do something else.  I want each of us to reevaluate our commitment and to 

follow some guidelines listed below that will help each of us to stay focused. 

Be Committed 

 
To prayer: Praying first thing every morning and throughout your day  

 Thankful for ALL things: He has a purpose for them all 

 ASK: We have not because we ask not 

 Acknowledge the Lord: Pray like he was standing there with you, 

riding with you, working with you, hurting with you and always 

with you 

 

To Bible studies & devotions: Be habitual everyday 

 Start your day with the Lord: Time alone reading and studying 

 Join a Sunday school class: Start this Sunday, show the Lord and 

those who know you, that it is important to you 

 Start a family bible study time: Father’s, it’s never to late to become 

that spiritual leader and he promised to help you. Wives, if they 

won’t come to church, then ask them to read with you at home 

 

To the Church: You complete the body of Christ 

 Most important: Get in Sunday school; relationships are built, gifts 

are recognized, spiritual growth happens 

 Look forward to mid-week bible study on Wed. night: You get to 

talk as well, we grow together, pray together and fellowship       

together 

 Sunday night service: I want to make myself clear on this one. 

There is nothing biblical about attending church twice on Sunday, 

yet I do believe we should not forsake the assembling of ourselves. 

I believe there are going to be Sunday evenings that the Lord wants 

you to have family time, time with your spouse and even vacation 

time. I also believe that these times should be the abnormal, not the 

normal. Here’s a question: Would your church family find it normal 

or abnormal to see you on Sunday night or Wed. night? 

 
 God bless and looking forward to seeing how God will bless our commitment 

Pastor Buddy 

Deacons 
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Paul Arwood 431-2666 

Roy Baker 431-1155 

Otis Bowen 431-2622 

Don Carter 431-2342 

Bill DeBoard 452-4331 

Scott Jerrell 940-1261 

Kay Jessee 431-2751 

Frank Pennington 423-579-2918 

Phillip Smith 431-2757 

Worship Schedule  

SUNDAY  

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Morning Worship  11:00 a.m. 

Children’s Church 11:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. 

AWANA 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

  

WEDNESDAY  

Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Youth Group 7:00 p.m. 

Pastor Buddy Osborne 



 Fanny Crosby (1820-1915), blind from the 

age of six months, was one of the most prolific 

hymnists in history – composing thousands of 

hymns. She wrote “Jesus, Keep Me Near the 

Cross” in 1869.  Fanny described her hymn-

writing process: 'It may seem a little old-fashioned, 

always to begin one's work with prayer, but I never 

undertake a hymn without first asking the good 

Lord to be my inspiration”.  (Why don’t we always 

think of that when we start anything?) 

 I’m a fan of all kinds of Christian music 

depending on my mood, but particularly love the 

words of some of our old hymns – so honest about 

what the writer was feeling and trying to say.  

While thumbing through a hymnal recently, I read 

through all the verses of this song.  The composer 

was asking to be kept near the cross until reaching 

the golden strand (passing through death to the 

promise land of heaven).  In the verses it is re-

quested to be kept near the cross by/with healing, 

love, mercy, daily help, hope, and trust.  

 What does near the cross mean to you?  

How about a place of redemption?  We’ve been 

saved from sin and forgiven through our Lord Je-

sus, who paid our debt.  How about a place of 

rebuke?  Our Lord was willing to suffer for us, so 

we could be free.  We need to take our selfish  

desires and ambitions and lay them near the cross 

and remember where it all started. How about a 

place of reward?  So many of us walk around 

with emotional pain, shame, and suffering 

through sometimes no fault of our own, but of 

those around us or our circumstance.  Remember, 

through our suffering comes rewards from       

depending on him to carry us through our trials.  

How about a place of restoration?  The Lord 

wants to restore us, but we must not hide from 

him when we fail or fall short.  We should pray 

and surrender ourselves to him, and then in turn 

let him have all of us.     

 Our Jesus wasn’t at the cross alone.  He 

was surrounded by people who represent each one 

of us today.  And with his death, he made a way 

to save all of us from everything, no matter what 

our struggles are.   

 Let’s keep ourselves near the cross and as 

the song ends:  'til my raptured soul shall find, 

rest beyond the river.  And to that I say AMEN! 

 

Love from our Lord, 
Janey 

Near The Cross 
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 Our Children's Church Ministry is growing by leaps and bounds. We have lots of little boys 

and girls that attend children's church during worship time. They hear a bible story and watch it 

come alive with the use of a felt board presentation. 

 We need volunteers to help with this ministry. If God has been speaking to you about how 

you can help in our church, if you are a member of our church, you love children, and you love to 

make a story come alive we need you!  

 Please see Otis Bowen, Rose Miller, Frank Pennington or Connie Smith and they can tell you 

more about the children's church ministry. Or write your request on the attachment on the bulletin 

and drop it in the offering plate. We will get back to you!  Thank You!  

Rose Miller 

Children’s Church 



 The New Year has brought 

about several changes in Children’s 

Ministries. First, effective January 1, 

Allison Jerrell began serving as Assis-

tant Director of Children’s Ministries.  

Allison states that ministering to chil-

dren is her calling.  From her many 

years of service in AWANA, Allison 

brings a great deal of knowledge and 

expertise to WoRM. She is currently in 

training and observing classes/

workshops.  

 In February, Mardi Stewart 

begins directing Children’s Choir.  

Mardi is musically trained and gifted—

she will do a fantastic job with our 

children. Her immediate goal is to 

work with the children in grades K-7 to 

present a children’s musical at Easter.  

At the start of morning worship, chil-

dren will go directly to the Sunday 

School wing into Children’s Church 

(grades K-3) and Children’s Choir 

(grades 4-7). At 11:25, the younger 

children will switch out to Choir and 

the older children will go to sanctuary 

for the sermon.  Helpers are needed for 

this new ministry, so please contact 

Mardi or me if you are interested. 

 When Science workshop was 

implemented in WoRM, we did not 

have a leader for that workshop, until 

Wayne Bledsoe stepped out to join the 

WoRM team. God’s timing is always 

perfect.  The children have thoroughly 

enjoyed the Science Workshops, but 

we will be losing Wayne after the 

January 26 workshop ends, as he will 

be moving on to teach in another ca-

pacity. Once again, WoRM needs a 

leader for the occasional five-week 

Science Workshop rotation.  Please see 

me if you are interested. 

 In May, we will lose another 

dedicated workshop leader, Tracie 

Bowers, who has joyfully served in 

leading the Theater Workshop since 

the beginning of WoRM in November 

2010. We are quite sure that our loss 

is another church’s gain.  When 

Tracie moves on, Kathy Pierson will 

lead the Theater workshop.  Kathy has 

served intermittently in the WoRM 

program throughout the years.   

 As I mentioned earlier . . . 

God’s timing is perfect.  Unfortu-

nately, Dan and Dena Bates had to 

leave WoRM temporarily to care for 

Dan’s ailing mother. At about the 

same time, Peggy Stanley and 

Vanessa Jessee rejoined the team and 

are teaching the Trailblazers in Dan’s 

absence.  Carolyn Dishner is serving 

in the Art workshop in Dena’s ab-

sence.  Thanks to all for fulfilling 

needs in children’s ministries. 

 WoRM Rotation Five – 

“Raising Lazarus” (February 2 – 

March 2) includes our first Missions 

Workshop. Once again, we will en-

gage the children in gathering packets 

of fruit and vegetable seeds to send to 

Nicaragua via New Vision Interna-

tional Ministries.  If you would like to 

contribute to the seed ministry, please 

bring your packets of seeds to the 

Ranger’s Office in the children’s Sun-

day School wing.  The children will 

be earning (by bringing offerings, 

bringing their Bibles, faithful atten-

dance, memorizing scripture, etc.) the 

packets of seeds to send to Nicaragua.  

The class with the most seed packets 

earned will receive special recogni-

tion. Nancy Carter, who has first-hand 

knowledge of the needs of the people 

in Nicaragua, will be leading the Mis-

sions Workshop. 

 A big THANK YOU to We-

ber City Baptist Church for sharing 

five years of their WoRM rotation 

lessons with us.  WoRM is a six-year 

program, with ten lessons each year.  

Since the sixth year’s lessons have not 

been written, this provides us with 

the challenge and opportunity to 

write the final ten lessons.  As of 

this writing, we have assembled a 

team of seven people who will be-

gin researching and writing the 

final ten lessons, including 

teacher’s background study, chil-

dren’s lessons, and workshop ac-

tivities. If you have a penchant for 

Bible researching, writing, and 

creating activities for children, 

please see me. You are welcome to 

join the writing team. 

 SAVE THE DATE! The 

next big event in Children’s Minis-

tries is Eggstravaganza on April 

19.  This is an annual event that 

includes children in WoRM, 

AWANA, and the community at 

large. From egg decorating/hiding/

hunting to storytelling, prizes and 

food, there will be lots of fun for 

all ages at TVBC on April 19. As 

we move closer to the date, Peggy 

Stanley and Vanessa Jessee, who 

are leading this effort, will post a 

sign-up sheet for workers and 

items needed for this event. 

 As director of children’s 

ministries, I welcome you to join 

us on any Sunday morning to ob-

serve WoRM (Workshop Rotation 

Method Sunday School) in pro-

gress. And, as always, we need 

help in all children’s ministries, 

including Nursery, WoRM, 

AWANA, VBS, Children’s Choir, 

and Children’s Church.  We invite 

you to join us. 

  

  Teresa Stanley 

What’s Happening in Children’s Ministries . . . And How YOU Can Help! 
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 How many of us wake 

up every morning, rushing to 

get ready for work, rushing to 

get the kids ready for school, 

rushing out the door, rushing 

through traffic, rushing around 

trying to figure out how we are 

going to fit 12 hours of work 

into 8 hours?  Then we stop and 

put on a smile as we walk 

through the door of our work-

place.  Even though we look put 

together on the outside, on the 

inside we are turned upside 

down because of the challenges 

that are in our lives.  Unfortu-

nately, it is during the times that 

all these challenges weigh on us 

most, that we start to develop 

thoughts of frustration, doubt, 

helplessness, and at times hope-

lessness.  Even though our daily 

schedules can drive us nuts, 

spiritually, don’t we get our-

selves in the same situation?   

 I don’t have time to fit 

everything I have to do into a 

day, let alone try to find quiet 

time with God.  I can’t find time 

to eat lunch, how can I make 

time to read the Bible?   I don’t 

even have time to spend with 

the kids, how can I be expected 

to be at all the church services?  

I don’t even have time to relax 

and unwind on the one day God 

says should be a day of rest!  

What is the common problem 

with the above statements?  

“I”.  More importantly, where 

do we turn when “I” fails?  We 

must finally come to an under-

standing that, sometimes, the 

things that bring us to our 

knees, have the greatest poten-

tial to provide the most spiri-

tual growth.   

 Paul, in describing his 

“thorn in the flesh” that had 

not been taken away reminds 

us in 2 Corinthians 12:9; But 

He said to me,  My grace is 

sufficient for you, for power is 

perfected in weakness. 

 Many times we allow 

pride to step in, and tell our-

selves “I’ve got it”, only to 

find out later, we never had it.  

When we try to take care of 

things without God’s help, we 

will fail.  In Romans 7:15, we 

read; “For I do not understand 

what I am doing, because I do 

not practice what I want to do, 

but I do what I hate.”  You see, 

as humans we all suffer from 

one major limitation – sin.  On 

our own, we are unable to do 

“good”, because we can’t un-

derstand the same way God 

understands.  We can’t under-

stand what God’s perfect plan 

is for us and our lives.  Folks, 

Adam and Eve were placed in 

perfection and still managed to 

mess it up on their own, how 

can it be any easier for us? 

 So how do we over-

come ourselves?  Psalms  

34:17-19 provides the answer; 

“The righteous cry out, and the 

Lord hears, and delivers them 

from all their troubles.  The 

Lord is near the brokenhearted; 

He saves those crushed in 

spirit.  Many adversities come 

to the one who is righteous, but 

the Lord delivers him from 

them all.”  Our first step in 

overcoming ourselves is under-

standing we do not have con-

trol.  We have to overcome the 

“I” in our lives, and through 

our weakness, humble our-

selves to God’s will and the 

strength He provides.       

Scott Jerrell, Deacon 
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Food for Thought…..Gaining Strength Through Our Weakness 



 Valentine’s Day is fast ap-

proaching and as I mentioned last 

month, please keep this date open!!! 

Friday, February 14-Valentine’s 

Day from 6pm-8pm at TVBC. The 

Women On Missions are having a 

Valentine’s Day dinner on this eve-

ning. This is one of the ways we 

plan to raise money for a worthy 

cause, Relay for Life. Please save 

this date as this is something we are 

all affected by in some way directly 

or indirectly. Almost everyone will 

go out to eat somewhere on this 

evening, so why not come eat with 

us here at TVBC while helping out 

a worthy cause. You may sign up in 

the foyer for steak or chicken. 

Please come and join us even if 

you do not have a significant 

other. My significant other will be 

working, but I will be there, so 

please don’t feel like this dinner is 

just for couples, it is for anyone 

who wants to come and enjoy a 

nice meal on Valentine’s Day and 

have great fun and fellowship as 

well. 

 The AWANA kids and 

adults will  be bringing toiletries 

for Ridgecrest Nursing Home this 

month. 

 The Moldova Mission 

project is underway. Please pick 

up one of these children’s pictures 

in the foyer if you have not al-

ready done so and help a needy 

child.   If you do not have time 

or would rather someone else 

do the shopping, please give 

Debbie Aistrop your donation 

of $50.00 and she will gladly 

shop for you. 

 Our next WOM meeting 

will be on Saturday, March 8, 

2013 at 9:00 am.  Please join us 

if you can. 

 

Love in Christ, 

Rhonda Smith,   

WOM Director 
 

 

Women on Missions 
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1 Corinthians 13:4-8 (NIV)  



SINGLE YOUNG ADULTS Buddy Osborne 

LIFE LESSONS Anna Carter 

 Sharon Collier 

MEN Paul Arwood 

 Roy Baker 

 Bill Bowen 

 Scott Carter 

 Jimmy Edwards 

 Rick Holland 

 Jay Keck 

 Kent Lawson 

 Dennis Stanley 

Page 6 

Thomas Village Baptist Church 

Sunday School Perfect Attendance     January 2014 

Young Couples Wendy Chambers 

 Allison Jerrell 

 Scott Jerrell 

Youth Santana Adams 

 Jeremy Carter 

 Kayla Chambers 

 Zack Dunlap 

 Caleigh Fletcher 

 Jessi Hess 

 Frank Pennington 

 Trey Pennington 

 Connie Smith 



PAIRS & SPARES Pauline Berry 

 David Carter 

 Ron Edwards 

 Yvonne Edwards 

 Ken Flanary 

 Julie Fuller 

 Pat Fuller 

 James Hartsock 

 Nancy Hartsock 

 Amy Hass 

 Kay Jessee 

 Alma Mullins 

 Phillip Smith 

 Wanda Tester 

 Doug Warren 

WOMEN Phyllis Baker 

 Ruth Bowen 

 Donna Brown 

 Betty Carter 

 Janette Carter 

 Mozelle Carter 

 Vivian Gilbert 

 Sabrina Holland 

 Sharon Holland 

 Ruby Keck 

 Janey Osborne 

 Hazel Stanley  

 Wilma Williams 
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Sunday School Perfect Attendance     January 2014 



Music 

Pianist…..……………..….…....Nancy Rhoton 

 

Choir Director …………….………......Vacant 

 

Orchestra Director ………..…Yvonne Edwards 

 

Sound Technician………….....…..Jamie Carter 
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December 2013 – WoRM (ages birth thru 7th grade)  

Perfect Attendance 

 
Cassidy Hammonds 

Elizabeth Berry 

Brandon Berry 

Shannon Gatlin 

Tessa Bowers 

Emily Ward 

Seth Chambers 

Zachary Hammonds 

January 2014 – WoRM (ages birth thru 7th grade)  

Perfect Attendance 

 
Gideon Miller 

Ava Miller 

Andrew Jerrell 

Eli Stewart 

Brock Stewart 

Elizabeth Berry 

Elle Miller 

Emilee Jerrell 

Emily Ward 

Maximus Miller 

Gabriel Fletcher 

Seth Chambers 

Staff 

Newsletter…….……….....Melissa  Pennington 

 

Network  

Administrator………...…............Shane Bowers 
 
WoRM Sunday  
School  Director………...….......Teresa Stanley 
 
Adult Sunday  
School Director….......................Janey Osborne 
 

AWANA  Commander………...….Scott Jerrell 



 During collection week in November 2013, 

Betty Carter, Marian Arwood and myself delivered 

113 shoeboxes to operation Christmas Child shoebox 

ministry in Boone, North Carolina. Thanks to your 

generosity  during the Mother’s Day and Father’s 

Day collections times, you helped spread the love of 

Jesus Christ and the gospel message of Jesus Christ to 

children that otherwise may not have ever had this 

opportunity.  

Thank you.     Paul Arwood 

Samaritan’s Purse 
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Isaiah Tucker Collier was born  February 

3, at 1:36 am to Brittney Collier. He 

weighed 6 lbs 14 oz and was 21 inches 

long.  Grandparents are Larry and Sharon 

Collier 
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Matthew Christian Collier was 

born December 3, 2013 and 

weighed 6 lbs 9.4 oz and was 19 

1/4 inches long. Parents are Chris 

and Candice Collier and grand-

parents are Larry and Sharon  

Collier. 

Noah James Jessie was born 

January 15 and weighed 7 lbs 

13.7 oz and was 19.5 inches 

long. Parents are Nathan and 

Jessica Jessee and grandparents 

are Kay and Vanessa Jessee. 

Special big brother is Isaiah 

Jessee. 

 

Liam Asher Francis was born on December 26, 2013. He 

weighed 6 lbs 13 oz and was 19 1/2 inches long. Proud 

parents are Kendra and Jeremy Francis.  Extra proud 

grandparents are Peggy and Phillip  Stanley and Leoda and 

Rick Francis. Special cousin is Madison Smith.  

An Abundance of Babies!!! 
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Nicole Carter 2/7 

Alex Collier 2/10 

Danielle Chapman 2/15 

Troy Miller 2/15 

Mardi Stewart 2/16 

Amy Hass 2/18 

Haley  Woods 2/19 

Kristie Carter 2/22 

Nathaniel Smith 2/26 

Sage Quillen 2/28 

Lora Smith 3/1 

Vivian Gilbert 3/3 

Caiden Bartee 3/4 

Jackie Moore 3/4 

Julie  Fuller 3/5 

Scott Carter 3/6 

Bill DeBoard 3/9 

Tyler  Starnes 3/13 

Jacob Falin 3/17 

Matt & Lora Smith 2/11 

Buddy & Janey Osborne 2/14 

Jeff & Amy Hass 2/26 

David & Carmen Harris 3/2 

Dennis & Teresa Stanley 3/3 

Phillip & Peggy Stanley 3/12 



The Senior Group had a contest during their Christmas dinner in December. Pictured are the winners of the contest. 

Ugly Sweatshirt Contest 
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First Place:  John Gilbert Second Place:  Alma Mullins Third Place:  Nathaniel Smith 

Other Participants: Pastor Buddy and Janey Other Participants: Don and Jane Carter 

Disclaimer: 

Every effort is made to ensure that all submitted articles, pictures, items, etc. are included in the newsletter. Any omission or 

reporting errors are unintentional. Please let me know if there are errors or omissions that need to be corrected and it will 

appear in the next issue. Thank you.    


