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MEN Paul Arwood 

 Roy Baker 

 Bill Bowen 

 Joe Carter 

 Jimmy Edwards 

 Brian Hoffman 

 Rick Holland 

 Jay Keck 

 Kent Lawson 

 Larry Prevatte 

 Keith Taylor 

YOUTH Katie Bledsoe 

 Jake Boyd 

 Colby Dillon 

 Hannah Goins 

 Merri Hunter 

 Frank Pennington 

 Connie Smith 

 Emily Ward 

LIFE LESSONS Sharon Collier 

 Carolyn Dishner 

YOUNG COUPLES Scott Jerrell 
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WOMEN Ruth Bowen 

 Donna Brown 

 Janette Carter 

 Mozelle Carter 

 Sally Grebe 

 Nancy Hartsock 

 Sabrina Holland 

 Sharon Holland 

 Ruby Keck 

 Marindi Moore 

 Nathaniel Smith 

 Rhonda Smith 

 Hazel Stanley 

 Wilma Tomlinson 

 Wilma Williams 

SUNDAY SCHOOL PERFECT ATTENDANCE-MARCH 

PAIRS & SPARES March February 
 Thomas Bowen Pauline Berry 

 Tony Bowen  

 Kay Jessee Kay Jessee 

 Adam Miller Adam Miller 

 Tommy Tester  

 Wanda Tester Alma Mullins 

 Phillip Smith Phillip Smith 
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8-Apr David & Nancy Carter 

7-Apr Wilma  Tomlinson 

8-Apr Kayla Chambers 

8-Apr Elle Miller 

17-Apr Otis Bowen 

20-Apr Billy Aistrop 

23-Apr Jeremy Carter 

28-Apr Hamilton Osborne 

29-Apr Gary Williams 

4-May Rowena Black 

10-May Yvonne Edwards 

13-May Lou Baxley 

13-May Betty Carter 

17-May Jimmy Edwards 

18-May Rhonda Smith 

18-May Margaret Wheeler 

19-May Madison Smith 

24-May Emily Ward 

27-May Glenda Osborne 

28-May Tyler Hass 

30-May Tommy Mullins 

30-May Matt Smith 

31-May Freda Starnes 

3-May Bill & Debbie Aistrop 

22-May Larry & Sharon Collier 

25-May Ken & Pansy Flanary 

28-May Chris & Candice Collier 

28-May Cheyenne & Heather Osborne 

30-May Keith & Lou Baxley 

30-May Wayne & Tammy Bledsoe 
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Bailey Nash was chosen to serve as a Page to 

Delegate Terry Kilgore. Bailey spent 9 weeks in 

Richmond at the Omni Hotel. He was one of 40 

other Pages from Virginia. While performing his 

duties as Page he was still required to maintain his 

school work. They had tutors for each subject and 

mandatory study hall every evening. Bailey is an 

eighth grader at  Jonesville Middle School and a 

member of the TVBC Youth Group. He is pictured 

here with Delegate Kilgore and two other Virginia 

delegates.  Bailey is the son of Rique and Tonya 

Nash. 

 Sunday, May 22, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. 

 

All area high school and college upcoming graduates and their family and friends are in-

vited to take part in this special service to recognize your achievements and to pray for your 

continued success. Light refreshments will be served. TVBC has seven students from our 

Youth Group who will be graduating so come and support their future endeavors and pray 

that God will lead, guide and direct their paths.  

Future Politician? Civil Servant? 

Baccalaureate Service 

H.O.P.E. Christian Ministries 
321 Mechanic Street 
Duffield, VA 24244 

 
276-431-0331 
www.hopecm.weebly.com 
 

Donna Brown, Coordinator 
 

But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his 

brother in need, yet closes his heart against 
him, how does God's love abide in him? Little     

children, let us not love in word or talk but in 

deed and in truth.  

1 John 3:17-18 
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RIDGECREST 2016 
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RIDGECREST 2016 
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Congratulations to Hannah Goins and Trey Pennington for being selected to the  All-
Scott County Basketball Team! All players are chosen based on their performance both on 
and off the court and they also serve as ambassadors for their school and their community.   

Caleigh Fletcher was crowned Miss Rye Cove 2016 on 
Friday, March 18. Caleigh is a Junior at Rye Cove High 
School. She is the daughter of Ted Fletcher.  

Congratulations Caleigh! 

 

After many 

years of faithful service, Andrea 

Jessee is stepping down as the 

Nursery Director. We truly 

appreciate her hard work and 

dedication to the children and to the 

church. This means we are  

currently seeking the Lord’s will 

that will lead us to the person to fill 

this important ministry vacancy. If you feel led by God 

and are looking for an area of the church in which you 

can serve, please consider this ministry. If you are 

interested, please contact a member of the Nominating 

Committee; Shirley Wells, Allison Jerrell or Melissa 

Pennington.  

Nursery News 



Page 10 NEWSLETTER 
 

Plan to Stay in Love        By Andy Stanley 

Falling in love is easy 

It involves butterflies and long walks on moonlit beaches. You hear wedding bells, see fireworks and fall into some-

thing that feels perfect. 

Staying in love, however, is not so easy. Once the initial shine of new love has worn off, obstacles and hurdles appear 

seemingly out of nowhere. There are warts; there are regrets — there is baggage. 

Sometimes, staying in love feels impossible. Though divorce statistics jump all over the place, there is little denying 

that we are a culture prone to giving up on love. We are a culture that believes when the going gets tough, the tough 

just go. We run from the pain and challenges in our relationships and wonder how we could ever feel so far from 

someone we once felt so close to. 

But what if staying in love is possible? What if working hard, instead of giving up, is the key to passionate, long-

lasting, true love? What if real relationship starts when we get real about staying in love? 

We've all wondered what it's like to be truly treasured by someone. To be needed and missed and loved. Not just for a 

long weekend or even a decade, but for 20 years, 30 years, 40 years and more. 

I believe it is possible to experience a love that goes the distance. It's a gift God longs to give us, and there are four 

things we can do to accept that gift: 

Make love a verb. 
 

For many of us, the concept of love is difficult because we never learned the right form of love. We focus on the ex-

ternal qualities of love and ignore the internal. We treat love like a noun. It's an experience that happened. A moment. 

A thing. 

But in John 13:34, we see a different side of love. John says, simply and honestly, "Love one another." It is not a one-

time event. It is not a fireworks feeling or a field of flowers. It's an action. A verb. It's not just about choosing the 

right person; it's about becoming the right person, the type of person who loves the way Christ loved us. 

Put your spouse first . 
 

For years, I waged steady opposition to my wife's plan to add a garden to our yard. I reasoned that when you consider 

all the time and money invested in a garden, you're no better off than if you'd bought your veggies at the grocery 

store. Besides, the crop I care about (coffee beans) grows on trees, not in gardens. 

For a long time, I had a good case going ... until I read Philippians 2:3 again: "Do nothing out of selfish ambition or 

vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves." I wish that were a complicated verse with multi-

ple Hebrew variations. But it's pretty simple: Value others (in this case, your spouse) above yourself. 

Don't try to prove you're smarter or better at the family budget. Plant your wife a garden. In order to stay in love, we 

need to change our approach to determining what is valuable. We have to demonstrate an interest in things because 

they are interesting to the people we are interested in. By doing this, we learn to put our spouse first. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11…... 
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….CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10 (Plan to Stay in Love)  

 

Pay attention to your heart . 
 

Imagine you are a mug with thousands of tiny beads inside. Each bead represents a negative feeling or painful ex-

perience or unfulfilled expectation. You are careful to keep them inside. Then you meet someone and think she just 

might be the future Mrs. Mug. So, you are gentle and thoughtful around her. You make certain that as few beads as 

possible spill out on the road to the altar. 

But a month or a year later, suddenly there's an issue: She gets upset for no apparent reason; or you don't call, though 

you said you would; or she feels ignored. Your mugs bump into each other, jostling your beads. Jealousy spills out. 

Anger overflows. All the stuff that was hidden during the courtship is on display. 

This is the type of situation the Bible anticipates when it implores us to guard our hearts. When your emotional 

"beads" get bumped, stop and think about what you are feeling before you speak. Name what you are feeling with 

specific words: "I feel jealous" or "I feel angry." When you name your feelings, they lose their power. If appropriate, 

tell your spouse what's going on in your heart. Healthy people stop doing hurtful things when they learn what the 

issues are. And they stay in love by paying attention to their hearts. 

Fill the gaps. 
 

In every relationship, there are gaps between what is expected and what actually happens. We have fairytale views of 

how marriage will be, and they fail to materialize. We have expectations of how a spouse should act at a dinner 

party, and that doesn't go as planned. We have ideas about when our partner should come home at night, and the re-

ality is different. Gaps open up all around us. 

When that happens, we have two choices: We can believe the best, trusting that there is a reasonable explanation for 

our spouse's behavior. Or we can assume the worst, reading disrespect, hurt and a thousand other things into those 

situations. 

Into those gaps, 1 Corinthians 13 walks boldly. Long used in weddings, these popular verses describe the nature of 

love. Beyond the verses about love's patience and kindness, we find a plea for the gaps. We find help for the holes. 

Verse 7 says love "always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres." 

In a marriage, that means when you have a chance to doubt or trust, you trust. When you have a chance to give up or 

hope, you hope. When you have a chance to quit or persevere, you persevere. 

One of the most powerful ways to fill the gaps is to believe the best about your spouse. Such an attitude communi-

cates, "I trust you. Even before I hear your explanation, I trust you." 

It is possible to stay in love, but it does take more than fireworks and moonlit beaches. Falling in love only requires a 

pulse. Staying in love? That requires a plan. 

 

 

Andy Stanley is a pastor, author and founder of North Point Ministries. This article first appeared in the Novem-
ber/December 2010 issue of Focus on the Family's Thriving Family magazine. 



Andrew Jerrell Blade Hoffman 

Brian Hoffman Michele Hoffman 

Dustin Parker Brian Hoffman 

Baptisms-April 3, 2016 
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Acts 2:38  And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  



CONTACT US: 
 

 CHURCH PHONE:  276-431-4101      

 Email: Info@thomasvillagebaptistchurch.org 

 

INTERIM PASTOR MIKE SAMPSON 

 Email:  mikegodsservant@yahoo.com 

 Mobile: 423-967-2431 

 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

SUNDAY  

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Morning Worship  11:00 a.m. 

Children’s Church 11:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. 

AWANA-(Sept-May) 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY  

Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Youth Group  (Grades 8-12) 7:00 p.m. 

KIDZ Club     (Grades K-7) 7:00 p.m. 

Disclaimer: 

Every effort is made to ensure that all submitted articles, pictures, items, etc. are included in the newsletter. Any omissions or reporting errors are 
unintentional. Please let me know if there are errors or omissions that need to be corrected and it will appear in the next issue. Thank you.    

 Melissa Pennington, Editor          mdpenn276@gmail.com or text 423-579-2921 

DEACONS 

Paul Arwood 431-2666 

Otis Bowen 431-2622 

Scott Jerrell 940-1261 

Kay Jessee 431-2751 

Frank Pennington 423-579-2918 

Phillip Smith 431-2757 

Please visit our web site at www.thomasvillagebaptistchurch.org 

 for a full calendar of events, weekly bulletin, sermons on audio  
and much more! 


