
HOW TO PROMOTE GIVING ON 
Scholarship Sunday



How do you promote Scholarship Sunday? Congregations that realize 
people they know—perhaps members of their church—benefit from the 
Scholarship Sunday offering are far more likely to share than those who do 
not. Here are a few ideas from churches that go beyond simply asking 
people to give.

Included in this E-Book are10 tried-and-true ideas that can turn your 
congregation’s Scholarship Sunday giving from “ho-hum” to “wow!”

Dear United Methodist Church community,

This year we celebrate Scholarship Sunday. Gifts received from this offering 

become an investment in the future of the church through direct scholarships for 
higher education. The GBHEM Office of Loans and Scholarships administers these 
programs that award over 3,500 students annually. We see the difference it makes 
to the student to be recognized and encouraged by the church. Help the student 
see the connection to their local church by celebrating them on Scholarship 
Sunday.

We invite you to join in making Scholarship Sunday a priority to your 
congregation.  You can recognize your students and receive the offering at 

anytime in the year. Please use this guide to help you host and promote the day. 
Let us know how we may assist you in investing in our future. There are plenty of 
resources available.

Thank you for your gifts, encouragement, and prayer for students in your commu-
nity and throughout the world. I pray you are blessed to be a blessing for others.

Sincerely,

Allyson Collinsworth
Executive Director
The United Methodist Church
General Board of Higher Education and Ministry
O�ce of Loans and Scholarships
www.gbhem.org



Contact the General Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry, (615) 340-7344, to get names of scholarship 
recipients from your congregation or city. 

Invite a recipient to speak brie�y during the worship 
service or to a Sunday school class to tell what a 
di�erence the scholarship or loan made in his or her life.

1.

“I plan to be teaching middle school 
(History). I also hope I will be able to continue 
serving our Connectional Ministries summer 

camping ministry as it has been an important 
ministry for me and my �ancé. ”

Aaron Avera
Reinhardt University

Joshua WarnerUnited Theological Seminary

“I feel called to 
inner city work, utilizing my 
experiences in missions to help 
transform lives and share the Good 
News with those who have struggled 
�nancially, emotionally, and spiritually
from the impact generational and
situational poverty, as well as mental
and medical issues.”



Encourage members to give $1 for every 
person who inspired them on their 
educational journey—a favorite elementary 
school teacher, a college instructor who 
helped them decide their major, a person in 
the church or community who mentored 
them. 

Once they begin to list those individuals, they 
will be amazed and—we hope—inspired to 
give generously.

2.
Diane Lee
Dartmouth College

“After graduation, I hope to be 
pursuing a degree in clinical 
psychology. I want to study 
autism and be able to change 
people’s lives for the better in a 
way that re�ects the gospel 
message.”

Lee BrownUniversity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

“Faith is a large part of my life 
since I was brought up in the 

church.”



Tell members how they change 
lives through Scholarship Sunday. Go to 
www.gbhem.org or www.umcgiving.org/
UMSD to find personal stories of United 
Methodists who express thanks for the 
opportunity to nurture their talents and 
interests through a college education. 

Tell the stories through a minute for mission 
during the service or feature the articles in 
your newsletter.

3. Jennifer Bouquet
Texas Christian University

“After completing my Master's in 
Occupational Therapy, my goal is to be 
working in a pediatric clinic helping 
children with developmental delays and 
disabilities develop the life skills needed to 
be successful and thrive in today's society.”

Graham Connor

Huntingdon College

“I want to use my degree to 
teach courses in business and 
operate a baseball instruction 

facility to be a mentor to young 
people and to share my faith with 

them in an environment where 
they are comfortable.



With your church’s worship committee, plan 
a special service for the observance of 
Scholarship Sunday. Try to include past and 
current students. 

During the fall, school is back in session 
and offers a great time to celebrate 
Scholarship Sunday.

4.Lillian OhUniversity of Puget Sound

“After graduation, I hope to be 
working with children learning 

English as a second language.”

Jose Quintanilla

Candler School Theology

“I see myself serving the Hispanic community. I am currently pursuing my 
ordination; therefore see myself leading a Hispanic community of faith in the 
church setting. I also see myself serving in the academic �eld as a religion 
professor as well as the counseling setting.”



“Adopt” a student. Ask members if they 
know of someone who is struggling to 
attend college because of tight �nances. 

Your church could sponsor one or more 
students or help with books, fees 
and incidentals.

5.

“I see myself serving the Hispanic community. I am currently pursuing my 
ordination; therefore see myself leading a Hispanic community of faith in the 
church setting. I also see myself serving in the academic �eld as a religion 
professor as well as the counseling setting.”

Mary Cheng
Graduate Theological Union

Mario Martinez

Martin Methodist College

“College to me is important because 
it has the people, opportunities, and 

resources to succeed. I need college 
to better my talents and reach my 

full potential in my calling.” 

“I would like to create and implement a 
new vision of theological education 
and spiritual formation of servant 
leaders who are change agents for the 
next generation.”



Include the names of all college 
students in your congregation on your 
church’s prayer list.6.

Ahyun Lee
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary

“I hope I teach in a United Methodist 
Seminary after graduation because of 
my faith about the role of seminary 
which is an ideal place to break 
students’ prejudices, to challenge 
their thoughts and to provide 
powerful impact toward their family, 
churches, communities, and the 
world.”

Jay HendersonPerkins School Theology
Southern Methodist Univ.

“Five years following graduation, I expect to be an ordained 
elder in full connection. I know that the Lord has called me to 

a lifetime of ministry. I am also working towards 
chaplaincy for the US Army.”



Match current high school seniors with 
church members who attend college. 

Provide e-mail and mailing 
addresses so each senior can keep 
in touch with his or her 
assigned college student.

7.
Charlotte Edwards
United Theological Seminary

“My vision after graduation is to be fully 
functioning as an Ordained Elder of a 
thriving, Spirit-�lled UMC within the South 
Georgia Annual Conference; preaching 
and teaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”

Shyloe O’Neal
Duke Univ Divinity School

“I seek to serve as an ordained elder in the Oklahoma 
Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, 

making relationships between local tribes, the local church 
and tribal churches to discern theological relevance for all the 

world.”



8.Plan a United Methodist College Day. Visit 
www.gbhem.org/myumfuture to �nd the 
names and locations of UM colleges, 
universities and seminaries. Contact 
admission o�ces for promotional resources.

Tell them your church is sponsoring a UM 
College Day and ask them to provide 
catalogs, brochures and other items -  and a 
live representative - if possible. An alternate 
idea is to take prospective students on a �eld 
trip to an area college.

Sarah CobbBoston University - School Of Theology

Lawrence Wiggins

Asbury Theological Seminary

“I hope to take my years of experience 
in the �eld, combine it with my 
education, and with the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit be able to suitable 
pastor and leader.”

“Five years from now, I hope to be in Russia 
working on opening a school for the large 
portion of orphan and street children that 

deserve an education and relationship with 
the Lord.” 



Tap into the talents of your college students. 
During summer and holiday breaks, invite them 
to share their skills with the congregation. 

A music major can play an instrument or sing 
during church. A theater major can coach a 
children’s or youth Christmas pageant. A math 

The possibilities are diverse.

9.
Suzanne Duchesne
Drew Univ Theological School

Kevin KoshGammon Theological Seminary

“I see myself as a professor teaching 
preaching and worship. I expect I will be 

either a full-time professor at a seminary or 
an appointed pastor teaching as an adjunct 

professor. I will be teaching as well as 
contributing/participating in academic 

conferences such as the Academy of 
Homiletics and The North American 

Academy of Liturgy.’”

“Upon graduation I plan on 
pursing my P.h. D. in 
education. I  see myself 
working heavily with the 
local church alongside 
working with Gammon 
Theological Seminary and 
the Black College Fund.”



shoeboxes with donated items 
every student can use: gift cards 
to fast-food restaurants or chain 
superstores, healthy snacks, 
quarters, soaps, stamps, USB 

items. 

Every semester, send a 
your-church-cares-about-you 
package to college students 
from your congregation.

10.
Elyse Ambrose-Minson
The Drew Theological School, 

Drew University

Kristen Stoneking
Graduate Theological Union

“I am currently focusing 
on inter-religious studies 
and nonviolence 
education, particularly 
as it relates to faith 
development 
capacities in young 
adults.”

Being in my Ph.D. program is important, not only 
for the present-day, but for future generations. 
The work to which I am dedicating myself is 
engaged with a hope that it will contribute to 
conversations that will change communities, 
America and the world.



www.gbhem.org




