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Unit Plan Uend Program Grade 6 
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever 

has.”  -Margaret Mead (American Anthropologist) 

Grade Level:  Grade 6 
Time Frame:  One – Two Months 
Unit Topic:  Becoming a Global Citizen   
 
End Goals: 
Students will feel empowered to create social change. They will become aware and active citizens in the global 
community to which they belong. 

Alberta Learning General Outcomes Met Through the Uend Lessons: 

Social Studies  
General Outcome 6.1 Students will demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of the relationship between 
governments and citizens and engage in democratic processes 
Local and Current Affairs In order to allow opportunities for students to engage in current affairs, issues and 
concerns of a local nature, the program of studies provides the flexibility to include these topics within the time 
allotted for social studies 

Language Arts 
General Outcome 1.1- Students will discover and explore 
General Outcome 1.2- Students will clarify and extend by combining the ideas of others and extending personal 
understanding 
General Outcome 2- Students will comprehend and respond personally and critically to oral, print and media texts 
General Outcome 3- Students will manage ideas and information 
General Outcome 4.2- Students will attend to conversations 
General Outcome 4.3- Students will present and share  
General Outcome 5- Students will respect, support and collaborate with others 

Mathematics 
Outcome Summary- Activities that take place in the mathematics classroom should stem from a problem-solving 
approach, be based on mathematical processes and lead students to an understanding of the nature of mathematics 
through specific knowledge, skills and attitudes among and between strands 

Science 
General Outcome 6-3 Design and carry out an investigation of a practical problem, and develop a possible solution 
General Outcome 6-4 Demonstrate positive attitudes for the study of science and for the application of science in 
responsible ways 
General Outcome 6-10 Describe characteristics of trees and the interaction of trees with other living things in the 
local environment 
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Alberta Learning Specific Outcomes 

Lesson One: What is Democracy? 

 
In this lesson, students will come to define and understand the basic concepts of democracy. They will personify 
elements of democracy and create a comic book about them.  
 

Specific Objectives 
Social Studies 

Specific Objectives 
Language Arts 

Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific 
Objectives 

Health, Physical 
Education & Fine 

Arts 
Students will; 
 SS 6.1.2 Demonstrate an 

understanding of the 
fundamental principles of 
democracy by exploring 
and reflecting upon the 
following questions; what 
is democracy? And, what 
are the rights and 
responsibilities of citizens 
living in a representative 
democracy? 

 SS 6.2.1 Appreciate the 
relationship between the 
values of a society and the 
model of government 
adopted within that society 

 SS 6.2.2 Value the role of 
participation by citizens in 
diverse democratic 
societies 

 SS 6.S.1 Develop critical 
and creative thinking skills; 
seek responses to inquiries 
from various authorities 
through electronic media 

 SS 6.S.4 Demonstrate skills 
of decision making and 
problem solving; propose 
new ideas, strategies and 
options, supported with 
facts and reasons, to 
contribute to decision 
making and problem 
solving 

 SS 6.S.5 Demonstrate skills 
of cooperation, conflict 
resolution and consensus 
building; demonstrate the 
skills of compromises to 
reach group consensus 

Students will; 
 1.2 Use talk, notes, 

personal writing and 
representing, together with 
texts and the ideas of others 
to clarify and shape 
understanding 

 2.1 Identify and use the 
structural elements of texts, 
and comprehend ideas and 
information 

 2.2 Explain how metaphor, 
personification and 
synecdoche are used to 
create mood and mental 
images 

 2.4 Determine purpose and 
audience needs to choose 
forms, and organize ideas 
and details in oral, print 
and other media texts 

 3.2 skim, scan and read 
closely to gather 
information 

 3.3 Organize and develop 
ideas and information into 
oral, print or other media 
texts with introductions 
that interest audiences 

 3.4 Select appropriate 
visuals, print and/or other 
media to inform and 
engage the audience 

 4.1 Work collaboratively to 
revise and enhance oral, 
print and other media texts 

 5.2 Assess own 
contributions to group 
process, and set personal 
goals for working 
effectively with others 

Students will; 
 Statistics and 

Probability 6.2- Select, 
justify and use 
appropriate methods of 
collecting data 
including; electronic 
media 

 ICT C1- Access, use 
and communication 
information from a 
variety of technologies 

 ICT C4- Use 
organizational 
processes and tools to 
manage inquiry (2.2 
Organize information 
using such tools as 
electronic webbing 
[…]) 

 ICT C6- Use 
technology to 
investigate and/or 
solve problems (2.3 
use graphic organizers 
such as mind 
mapping/webbing, 
flow charting, and 
outlining, to present 
connections between 
ideas and information 
in a problem solving 
environment) 

 ICT C7-Use electronic 
research techniques to 
construct personal 
knowledge and 
meaning. 

Students will; 
  Health R-6.7 

Apply a variety 
of strategies for 
resolving conflict 

 Health R-6.9 
Make decisions 
cooperatively 

 Art Component 
7: create 
emphasis through 
the use of 
structural devices 
and strategies 

 Art Component 
8: create unity by 
integrating parts 
of a composition 
into the whole 

 Art Component 
10: illustrate or 
tell a story and 
express a feeling 
or message 
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Lesson Two: That’s Rights! 

 
Students will compare the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms to the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. They will discuss the importance of both of these doctrines.  
 
Specific Objectives Social 

Studies 
Specific Objectives 

Language Arts 
Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific 
Objectives 

Health 

Students will; 
 SS 6.1.1 Recognize how 

individuals and governments 
bring about change within 
their local and national 
communities; value the role 
of the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms in 
protecting individual & 
collective rights and 
freedoms 

 SS 6.1.3 Analyze how the 
democratic ideals of equity 
and fairness have influenced 
legislation in Canada over 
time by exploring and 
reflecting upon; How does 
the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms protect 
the individual rights and 
freedoms of all Canadians? 

 6.S.1 Develop skills of 
critical and creative thinking, 
critically evaluate ideas, 
information and positions 

 6.S.4 Demonstrate skills of 
decision making and problem 
solving, use data gathered 
from a variety of electronic 
sources to address identifies 
problems 

 6.S.5 Demonstrate skills of 
cooperation, conflict 
resolution and consensus 
building, work 
collaboratively with others to 
achieve a common goal 

 6.S.7 Apply the research 
process, draw and support 
conclusions based on 
information gathered to 
answer a research question 

 6.S.8 Demonstrate skills of 
oral, written and visual 
literacy; listen to others to 
understand their perspectives 

Students will; 
 1.1 Read, write, 

represent and talk to 
explore and explain 
connections between 
prior knowledge and new 
information in oral, print 
and other media texts 

 2.1 Combine personal 
experiences and the 
knowledge and skills 
gained through previous 
experiences with oral, 
print and other media 
texts to understand new 
ideas and information 

 3.1 Distinguish among 
facts, supported 
inferences and opinions 

 3.2 Skim, scan and read 
closely to gather 
information 

 3.3 Organize ideas and 
information using a 
variety of strategies and 
techniques, such as 
comparing and 
contrasting 

 3.4 Select appropriate 
visuals, print and/or 
other media to inform 
and engage the audience 

 4.1 Ask for and evaluate 
the usefulness of 
feedback and assistance 
from peers 

 4.3 Emphasize key ideas 
and information to 
enhance audience 
understanding and 
enjoyment 

 5.2 Assess own 
contributions to group 
process, and set personal 
goals for working 
effectively with others 

Students will; 
 Statistics and 

Probability 6.2 Select, 
justify and use 
appropriate methods of 
collecting data 
including electronic 
media 

 ICT C1- Access, use 
and communication 
information from a 
variety of technologies 

 ICT C4- Use 
organizational 
processes and tools to 
manage inquiry (2.2 
Organize information 
using such tools as 
electronic webbing) 

 ICT C6- Use 
technology to 
investigate and/or 
solve problems (2.3 
use graphic organizers 
such as mind 
mapping/webbing, 
flow charting, and 
outlining, to present 
connections between 
ideas and information 
in a problem solving 
environment) 

 ICT C7-Use electronic 
research techniques to 
construct personal 
knowledge and 
meaning. 

Students will; 
  Health R-6.7 

Apply a variety 
of strategies for 
resolving conflict 

 Health R-6.9 
Make decisions 
cooperatively 
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Lesson Three: Writing to Right Wrongs 

 
In this lesson, students will learn about current Human Rights violations. They will learn how to write a persuasive 
letter, and will compose one as a means of creating change. 
 

Specific Objectives Social 
Studies 

Specific Objectives 
Language Arts 

Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific Objectives 
Health, Physical 
Education & Fine 

Arts 
Students will; 
 SS 6.1.1 Recognize how 

individuals and governments 
interact and bring about change 
within their local and national 
communities; value citizens 
participation in a democratic 
society 

 SS 6.1.6 Analyze how 
individuals, groups and 
associations within a 
community impact decision 
making of local and provincial 
governments by reflecting 
upon; How can individuals 
groups and associations within 
a community participate in the 
decision making process 
regarding current events or 
issues? 

 SS 6.S.1 Develop skills of 
critical and creative thinking, 
re-evaluate personal opinions to 
broaden understanding of a 
topic or issue 

 SS 6.S.4 Demonstrate skills of 
decision making and problem 
solving, consider multiple 
perspectives when dealing with 
issues, decision making and 
problem solving 

 SS 6.S.7 Apply the research 
process, draw and support 
conclusions based on 
information gathered to answer 
a research question 

 SS 6.S.8 Demonstrate skills of 
oral, written and visual literacy; 
express reasons for ideas and 
opinions in oral or written form 

 SS 6.S.9 Develop skills of 
media literacy, examine and 
assess diverse perspectives 
regarding an issue presented in 
the media 

Students will; 
 1.2 Evaluate the 

usefulness of new idea, 
techniques and texts in 
terms of present 
understanding 

 2.1 Apply knowledge 
of organizational 
structures of oral, print 
and other media texts 
to assist with 
constructing and 
confirming meaning 

 2.4 Express the same 
ideas in different forms 
and genres: compare 
and explain the 
effectiveness of each 
for audience and 
purpose 

 3.1 Decide on and 
select information 
needed to support a 
point of view 

 3.3 Evaluate the 
appropriateness of 
information for a 
particular audience and 
purpose 

 4.1 Revise to provide 
focus, expand relevant 
ideas and eliminate 
unnecessary 
information  

 4.1 Choose words that 
capture a particular 
aspect of meaning and 
that are appropriate for 
context, audience and 
purpose 

 4.3 Use various styles 
and forms of 
presentations 
depending on content, 
audience and purpose 

Students will; 
 Statistics and 

Probability 6.2 
Select, justify and 
use appropriate 
methods of 
collecting data 
including electronic 
media  

 ICT C1- Access, use 
and communication 
information from a 
variety of 
technologies 

 ICT C4- Use 
organizational 
processes and tools 
to manage inquiry  

 ICT C6- Use 
technology to 
investigate and/or 
solve problems  (2.1 
select and use 
technology to assist 
in problem solving) 

 ICT C7-Use 
electronic research 
techniques to 
construct personal 
knowledge and 
meaning. 

Students will; 
  Health R-6.7 

Apply a variety of 
strategies for 
resolving conflict 

 Health R-6.9 Make 
decisions 
cooperatively 
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Lesson Four: Listening for Activism 

 
Students will analyze the lyrics of songs as they would poetry. They will learn about all of the poetic devices, and 
then listen to the songs and see if they sound as the students expected. Students will become aware of the messages 
being sent through popular media 
 
Specific Objectives Social 

Studies 
Specific Objectives 

Language Arts 
Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific Objectives 
Health, Physical 
Education & Fine 

Arts 
Students will; 
 SS 6.S.1 Develop skills of 

critical and creative thinking, 
re-evaluate personal opinions 
to broaden understanding of a 
topic or issue 

 SS 6.S.4 Demonstrate skills 
of decision making and 
problem solving, use graphic 
organizers, such as mind 
mapping/webbing, flow 
charting and outlining to 
present connections among 
ideas and information in a 
problem solving environment 

 SS 6.S.5 Demonstrate skills 
of cooperation, conflict 
resolution and consensus 
building; work 
collaboratively with others to 
achieve a common goal 

 SS 6.S.7 Apply the research 
process, use graphs, tables, 
charts and diagrams to 
interpret information 

 SS 6.S.8 Demonstrate skills 
of oral, written and visual 
literacy; express reasons for 
their ideas and opinions in 
oral or written form 

 SS 6.S.9 Develop skills of 
media literacy, examine and 
assess diverse perspectives 
regarding an issue presented 
in the media 

Students will; 
 1.1 Engage in 

exploratory 
communication to share 
personal responses and 
develop own 
interpretations 

 2.1 Monitor 
understanding by 
evaluating new ideas and 
information in relation to 
known ideas and 
information 

 2.2 Discuss author’s, 
illustrator’s, storyteller’s 
or filmmaker’s intention 
or purpose 

 2.2 Explain how 
metaphor, 
personification and 
synecdoche are used to 
create mood and images 

 2.3 Identify strategies 
that presenters use in 
media texts to influence 
audiences 

 3.1 Decide on and select 
the information needed 
to support a point of 
view 

 5.1 Identify ways in 
which oral, print and 
other media texts from 
diverse cultures and 
communities explore 
similar ideas 

 5.2 Contribute to group 
knowledge of topics to 
identify and focus 
information needs, 
sources and purposes for 
research or investigations 

Students will; 
 Statistics and 

Probability 6.2 
Select, justify and 
use appropriate 
methods of 
collecting data 
including electronic 
media  

 ICT C4- Use 
organizational 
processes and tools 
to manage inquiry  

 ICT C6- Use 
technology to 
investigate and/or 
solve problems (2.3 
Use graphic 
organizers, […] to 
present connections 
between ideas and 
information in a 
problem solving 
environment) 

 

Students will; 
  Health R-6.7 

Apply a variety of 
strategies for 
resolving conflict 

 Health R-6.9 Make 
decisions 
cooperatively 
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Lesson Five: Actively Informing 

 
Students will watch a PSA by Greenpeace and research the importance of Boreal Forests. They will then create their 
own PSA which will educate viewers on the importance of this ecosystem.  
 
Specific Objectives Social 

Studies 
Specific Objectives 

Language Arts 
Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific Objectives 
Health, Physical 
Education & Fine 

Arts 
Students will; 
 SS 6.S.1 Develop skills of 

critical and creative thinking, 
generate original ideas and 
strategies in individual and 
group activities 

 SS 6.S.4 Demonstrate skills 
of decision making and 
problem solving, generate 
alternative solutions to 
problems by using 
technology to facilitate the 
process 

 SS 6.S.5 Demonstrate skills 
of cooperation, conflict 
resolution and consensus 
building; demonstrate skills 
of compromise to reach group 
consensus 

 SS 6.S.7 Apply the research 
process, use a variety of 
technologies to organize and 
synthesize researched 
information 

 SS 6.S.8 Demonstrate skills 
of oral, written and visual 
literacy; communicate 
effectively through 
appropriate forms, such as 
speeches, reports and 
multimedia presentations, 
applying information 
technologies that serve 
particular audiences and 
purposes 

 SS 6.S.9 Develop skills of 
media literacy, detect bias 
present in the media 

Students will; 
 1.1 Experiment with a 

variety of forms of oral, 
print and other media 
texts to discover those 
best suited for exploring, 
organizing and sharing 
ideas, information and 
experiences 

 2.1 Identify and explain 
in own words, the 
interrelationship of the 
main ideas and 
supporting details 

 2.2 Discuss the author’s, 
illustrator’s, storyteller’s 
or film maker’s 
intentions or purpose 

 2.3 Explore techniques 
such as visual imagery, 
sound, flashback and 
voice inflection, in oral, 
print and other media 
texts 

 3.3 Evaluate 
appropriateness of 
information for a 
particular audience and 
purpose 

 3.4 Select appropriate 
visuals, print or other 
media text to engage the 
audience 

 4.1 Choose words that 
capture a particular 
aspect of meaning and 
that are appropriate for 
context, audience and 
purpose 

 4.3 Emphasize key ideas 
and information to 
enhance audience 
understanding and 
enjoyment 

Students will; 
 Statistics and 

Probability 6.2 
Select, justify and 
use appropriate 
methods of 
collecting data 
including electronic 
media 

 ICT C1- Access, use 
and communication 
information from a 
variety of 
technologies 

 ICT C4- Use 
organizational 
processes and tools 
to manage inquiry  

 ICT C6- Use 
technology to 
investigate and/or 
solve problems (2.2 
Use data gathered 
from a variety of 
electronic sources to 
address identified 
problems) 

 ICT C7-Use 
electronic research 
techniques to 
construct personal 
knowledge and 
meaning. 

Students will; 
  Health R-6.7 

Apply a variety of 
strategies for 
resolving conflict 

 Health R-6.9 Make 
decisions 
cooperatively 

 Drama Objective 5- 
Sharpen 
observations of 
people, of situations 
and of the 
environment 

 Drama Objective 6-  
Develop a capacity 
for imaginative and 
creative thought 

 Drama Objective 8- 
Develop respect for 
others- their rights, 
their ideas and their 
differences 

 Drama Objective 9- 
Give meaning to 
abstract concepts 
realized through 
dramatic play 

 Drama Goal 3, 
Objective 2- 
Develop a capacity 
to analyze, evaluate 
and synthesize 
ideas and 
experiences 
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Lesson Six: NGO Developers  

 
Students will learn about young activists and be inspired to create change. Working in small groups, they will 
develop ‘business’ plans for an NGO or fundraising/ awareness campaign to be implemented at a later date. 
 
Specific Objectives Social 

Studies 
Specific Objectives 

Language Arts 
Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific Objectives 
Health, Physical 
Education & Fine 

Arts 
Students will; 
 SS 6.1.1 Recognize how 

individuals and governments 
interact and bring about 
change within their local and 
national communities 

 SS 6.S.1 Develop skills of 
critical and creative thinking; 
generate original ideas and 
strategies in individual and 
group activities 

 SS 6.S.4 Demonstrate skills 
of decision making and 
problem solving; collaborate 
with others to devise 
strategies for dealing with 
problems and issues 

 SS 6.S.5 Demonstrate skills 
of cooperation, conflict 
resolution and consensus 
building; work 
collaboratively with others to 
achieve a common goal 

 SS 6.S.7 Apply the research 
process; design and follow a 
plan, including a schedule, to 
be used during an inquiry 
process, and make revisions 
to the plan as necessary. 

 SS 6.S.8 Demonstrate skills 
of oral, written and visual 
literacy; listen to others to 
understand their perspectives 

 SS 6.S.9 Develop skills of 
media literacy; analyze 
significant current affairs 

Students will; 
 1.2 Select from the ideas 

and observations of others 
to expand personal 
understanding 

 2.1 Monitor 
understanding by 
evaluating new ideas and 
information in relation to 
known ideas and 
information 

 3.1 Use note-taking or 
representing to assist with 
understanding ideas and 
information, and focusing 
topics for investigation 

 3.2 Skim, scan and read 
closely to gather 
information 

 3.3 Make notes on a topic; 
combining information 
from more than one 
source; use reference 
sources appropriately 

 4.1 Ask for and evaluate 
the usefulness of feedback 
and assistance from peers 

 4.3 Use various styles and 
forms of presentations, 
depending on content, 
audience and purpose 

 5.1 Compare personal 
challenges and situations 
encountered in daily life 
with those experienced by 
people or characters in 
other times, places and 
cultures portrayed in oral, 
print and other media 
texts 

 5.2 Assume a variety of 
roles, and share 
responsibilities as a 
group member 

Students will; 
 Number 6.2 Solve 

problems involving 
whole numbers and 
decimal numbers 

 ICT C1- Access, use 
and communication 
information from a 
variety of 
technologies 

 ICT C4- Use 
organizational 
processes and tools 
to manage inquiry 

 ICT C6- Use 
technology to 
investigate and/or 
solve problems (2.1 
Select and use 
technology to assist 
in problem solving) 

 ICT C7-Use 
electronic research 
techniques to 
construct personal 
knowledge and 
meaning. 

Students will; 
 Health R-6.9 Make 

decisions 
cooperatively 

 Health L-6.4 
Identify and 
develop strategies 
to overcome 
possible challenges 
related to goal 
fulfillment 

 Health L- 6.7 
Identify the 
volunteer 
accomplishments of 
the community, and 
communicate the 
information and 
appreciation 
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Lesson Seven: Getting to Work 

 
With teacher and administrative assistance, the students will work to create fundraising materials and campaign for 
the issue/s they have chosen. 
 

Specific Objectives 
Social Studies 

Specific Objectives 
Language Arts 

Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific Objectives 
Health, Physical 

Education & Fine Arts 

Students will; 
 SS 6.S.4 Demonstrate 

skills of decision 
making and problem 
solving; collaborate with 
others to devise 
strategies for dealing 
with problems and 
issues 

 SS 6.S.5 Demonstrate 
skills of cooperation, 
conflict resolution and 
consensus building; 
work collaboratively 
with others to achieve a 
common goal 

 SS 6.S.7 Apply the 
research process; design 
and follow a plan, 
including a schedule, to 
be used during an 
inquiry process, and 
make revisions to the 
plan as necessary. 

 SS 6.S.8 Demonstrate 
skills of oral, written 
and visual literacy; 
listen to others to 
understand their 
perspectives 

 
 
** This has the potential 
to tie in far more 
curricular elements, it 
varies greatly depending 
on the nature of the 
project that students would 
like to attempt** 

** This has the potential 
to tie in far more 
curricular elements, it 
varies greatly depending 
on the nature of the 
project that students would 
like to attempt** 

** This has the potential 
to tie in far more 
curricular elements, it 
varies greatly depending 
on the nature of the 
project that students 
would like to attempt** 

Students will; 
 Health R-6.9 Make 

decisions cooperatively 
 Health L-6.4 Identify 

and develop strategies 
to overcome possible 
challenges related to 
goal fulfillment 

 Health L- 6.7 Identify 
the volunteer 
accomplishments of the 
community, and 
communicate the 
information and 
appreciation 

 
 
** This has the potential 
to tie in far more 
curricular elements, it 
varies greatly depending 
on the nature of the 
project that students would 
like to attempt** 
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Becoming Global Citizens 
Lesson One: What is Democracy? 

We don’t have to engage in grand, heroic actions to participate in the process of change. Small acts, when 
multiplied by millions of people, can transform the world. –Howard Zinn (American Historian, Playwright and 

Social Activist) 

Introduction: 
In this lesson, students will come to define and understand the basic concepts of democracy. 
 

Word Bank 
 

Democracy 
Justice 
Equity 

Freedoms 
Responsibilities 
Representation 
Personification 

Resources: 
  Dictionary 
 White or SMART Board 
 Computer access 
 http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/comic-

creator-30021.html or http://www.makebeliefscomix.com/Comix/ or 
www.bitstripsforschools.com  

 
Procedure: 
Step One: 
Write the word Democracy on the board. Ask the students what they think this word 
means. Write down all of their ideas. 
 
Step Two: 
Have one of the students look up the meaning of democracy in a dictionary or the glossary 
 
Step Three: 
Once the students have a definition of democracy, split them into five groups. Give each group one of the following 
research topics; 

 Justice 
 Equity 
 Freedoms 
 Responsibilities 
 Representation 

Ask the groups to work together to create a research plan to gather information about what this topic would be like 
in a democracy, and why it is important to this system of rule. 
 

Note to Teachers: 
The web based comic 
designers are all 
different, some allow 
students to use premade 
characters, and some 
are more flexible. 
Choose the one that best 
suits your students’ 

Step Four: 
After the students have completed their research, ask them to personify their element 
of democracy and create a comic book. 
They must meet the following criteria: 

 The character must solve a threat to democracy with their traits 
 The comic book must be edited and appropriate to share with younger 

audiences 
 The group must work together to plot out the story line and design the 

elements of the comic book  
 
Step Five: 
Give the students time to complete their comic books. 
 

3 

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/comic-creator-30021.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/comic-creator-30021.html
http://www.makebeliefscomix.com/Comix/
http://www.bitstripsforschools.com/
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Step Six: 
Have each of the groups read their comic book (either shown on SMART Board or printed off) for the class. 
Explaining at the end why their topic is an integral part of democracy. 
 
Step Seven: 
Host a class discussion where students can inquire about elements of democracy which might confuse them.  
 
Assessment: 
Have the students complete the self and group assessment.* 
Were the students engaged in the activity? 
Did the students complete accurate and appropriate research? 
Were the students able to come to consensus on their own/ work well as a group? 
 
*Included with lesson plan and in the Appendix  
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Self and Group Assessment 
 

Marking Rubric 
 

Criteria for Decision 
Making 

Rarely or 
Never 

Occasionally Most of 
the Time 

Consistently 

Was willing to defend 
personal opinion 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 
 

 
3 

Was willing to reconsider 
opinion 

 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

Was respectful of people who 
disagreed 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

Suggests and seeks fair 
compromises 

 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Self Assessment: ___________________________________ 
 

 
Criteria Score Supporting Evidence 

Was willing to defend 
personal opinion 

 
/3 
 

 

Was willing to reconsider 
opinion 

 

 
/3 
 

 

Was respectful of people who 
disagreed 

 
/3 
 

 

Suggests and seeks fair 
compromises 

 

 
/3 
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Peer Assessment: __________________________________ 
 
 

Criteria Score Supporting Evidence 
Was willing to defend 

personal opinion 
 

/3 
 

 

Was willing to reconsider 
opinion 

 

 
/3 
 

 

Was respectful of people who 
disagreed 

 
/3 
 

 

Suggests and seeks fair 
compromises 

 

 
/3 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peer Assessment: __________________________________ 
 
 

Criteria Score Supporting Evidence 
Was willing to defend 

personal opinion 
 

/3 
 

 

Was willing to reconsider 
opinion 

 

 
/3 
 

 

Was respectful of people 
who disagreed 

 
/3 
 

 

Suggests and seeks fair 
compromises 

 

 
/3 
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Student Information Needs 
 

Name: ___________________________     Topic: _________________________________ 
 

Information We Have Information We Need Questions To Explore 
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Resource Analyzer 
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Lesson Two: That’s Rights! 

Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire. -William Butler Yeats 

Introduction: 
Students will learn about the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, and compare it to the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. They will consider the importance of these documents. 
 
Resources: 

Word Bank 
 

“Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms” 
“Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights” 
Citizen 
Rights 

Guarantee 

 Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms Youth Guide 
http://www.whatsthe411.ca/Content/File/Projects/Teachers%20Kits/Guide
%20to%20Canadian%20Charter%20of%20Rights%20and%20Freedoms.
pdf  

 Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms PDF http://dsp-
psd.pwgsc.gc.ca/Collection/CH37-4-3-2002E.pdf  

 Universal Declaration of Human Rights* 
 Large Sheets of White Paper 
 Markers 
 SMART Board or Whiteboard and Markers 
 Computer access 

*Included with lesson 
 
Procedure: 
Step One: 
Explain to the students that while the democratic system in Canada requires citizens to actively participate in the 
government, it also provides them with certain rights.  
As a class, look up the definition of Rights.  
Explain that the rights of Canadian citizens are outlined in the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 
 
Step Two: 
Ask the students to brainstorm things that they think they have the right to as a Canadian citizen. Write all of their 
responses down on the SMART Board or whiteboard. 
 
Step Three: 
When the students have finished thinking of things ‘guaranteed’ to them, show them the Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms. Read it through as a class, or separate the class into smaller groups.  
 
Step Four: 
As a class (or in small groups) have the students write down the rights they brainstormed which are protected by the 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms in a mind map or web. 
 

Note To Teachers: 
Often students assume 
that the rights Canadians 
have are the same as 
Americans. Depending on 
your class, it might also 
be a good idea to contrast 
the rights of Canadians to 
those of Americans. 

Step Five: 
Ask the class if they were surprised by the rights that are guaranteed to them as 
Canadian citizens. Discuss their reactions. 
Ask them if they think there is another document which would guarantee them more 
rights. 
 
Step Six: 
Introduce the students to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This time, 
have the students look up this document on a computer, and work as small groups to 
write down the rights guaranteed by this document into a similar web. 
 
 
 

9 

http://www.whatsthe411.ca/Content/File/Projects/Teachers%20Kits/Guide%20to%20Canadian%20Charter%20of%20Rights%20and%20Freedoms.pdf
http://www.whatsthe411.ca/Content/File/Projects/Teachers%20Kits/Guide%20to%20Canadian%20Charter%20of%20Rights%20and%20Freedoms.pdf
http://www.whatsthe411.ca/Content/File/Projects/Teachers%20Kits/Guide%20to%20Canadian%20Charter%20of%20Rights%20and%20Freedoms.pdf
http://dsp-psd.pwgsc.gc.ca/Collection/CH37-4-3-2002E.pdf
http://dsp-psd.pwgsc.gc.ca/Collection/CH37-4-3-2002E.pdf
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Step Seven: 
Once the students have completed their webs, have them work in their groups and answer the following questions 
about each of the documents; 

 Who does this document apply to? Citizens? Everyone? Etc.? 
 What types of rights are guaranteed in this document? Social? Political? Educational? Etc? 
 Who enforces this document? 

 
Step Eight: 
Now that the students have gathered information and contrasted the two documents, have them create a life sized 
image of their life with these protections, and without. 
Have the small groups trace one of their members onto the large sheet and divide that form in half vertically. 
Students should use words and pictures to best express what they would imagine life with, and without those rights 
would be like. 
 
Step Nine: 
Display these ‘people’ around the classroom. 
 
Step Ten: 
Host a discussion with the students addressing, but not limited to, the following questions; 

 Why do the students think these documents had to be created? 
 Can the students think of any historic examples where violations of these rights occurred? 
 Can the students think of any modern examples of violations of these rights? 

 
Assessment: 
Did the students work effectively as a group? 
Did the students closely read the documents and create connections between their own assumptions and the facts? 
Did the students participate in the discussions? 
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The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
Article 1. All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason 
and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.  

Article 2. Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without 
distinction of any kind, such as race, color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or 
social origin, property, birth or other status.  

Article 3. Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person 

Article 4. No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited in 
all their forms.  

Article 5. No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.  

Article 6. Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law.  

Article 7. All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to equal protection of 
the law.  

Article 8. Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the competent national tribunals for acts 
violating the fundamental rights granted him by the constitution or by law.  

Article 9. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile.  

Article 10. Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an independent and 
impartial tribunal, in the determination of his rights and obligations and of any criminal charge against 
him.  

Article 11.  Everyone charged with a penal offence has the right to be presumed innocent until proved 
guilty according to law in a public trial at which he has had all the guarantees necessary for his 
defense. 

Article 12. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, home or 
correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honor and reputation.  

Article 13.  Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the borders of each 
state.  

Article 14. Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution.  

Article 15. Everyone has the right to a nationality.  

Article 16. Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality or religion, have 
the right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled to equal rights as to marriage, during marriage 
and at its dissolution.  

Article 17. Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association with others.  
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Article 18. Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes 
freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with others and in 
public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance.  

Article 19. Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to 
hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any 
media and regardless of frontiers.  

Article 20. Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association.  

Article 21. Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, directly or through freely 
chosen representatives.  

Article 22. Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and is entitled to realization, 
through national effort and international co-operation and in accordance with the organization and 
resources of each State, of the economic, social and cultural rights indispensable for his dignity and the 
free development of his personality.  

Article 23. Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to just and favourable 
conditions of work and to protection against unemployment.  

Article 24. Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, including reasonable limitation of working hours 
and periodic holidays with pay.  

Article 25. Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of 
himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social 
services, and the right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age 
or other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control.  

Article 26. Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the elementary and 
fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory.  

Article 27. Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the community, to enjoy the 
arts and to share in scientific advancement and its benefits.  

Article 28. Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the rights and freedoms set 
forth in this Declaration can be fully realized.  

Article 29. Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and full development of his 
personality is possible.  

Article 30. Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying for any State, group or person any 
right to engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at the destruction of any of the rights and 
freedoms set forth herein.  

 

 

(From www.un.org) 
 

http://www.un.org/
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Lesson Three: Writing to Right Wrongs 

Every great dream begins with a dreamer. Always remember, you have within you the strength, the patience, and the 
passion to reach for the stars to change the world.-Harriet Tubman (Civil Rights Activist) 

Introduction: 
In this lesson, students will look up some of the Human Rights violations that are currently occurring in the world. 
They will learn how to write a persuasive letter, and will send one as a means of causing change 
 
Resources: 

Word Bank 
 

NGO 
Campaign 
Persuasive 

Human Rights 
Activism 

 www.amnesty.org 
 http://www.amnesty.ca/writeathon/?page_id=127 – Amnesty International’s Tips 

For Letter Writing 
 Access to computers 
 Persuasion MapDigital Creator 

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/persuasion_map/ 
 Persuasion Map* 
 SMART Board or whiteboard and markers 

*Included with lesson plan* 
 
Procedure: 
Step One:  
Bring up the discussion hosted at the end of the previous lesson, and let the students know that there are a lot of 
human rights violations that are occurring now. 
 
Step Two: 
Tell the students that there is a Non-Government Organization (NGO) which has a letter writing campaign which 
aims to end these infringements.  
The letters written are very specific in purpose and there is a format for writing them. 
 
Step Three: 

23 

Note To Teachers: 
By allowing the small 
groups to choose the cause 
they would like to write on 
the behalf of, it makes this 
technical writing more 
interesting and empowers 
the students further 

Go to the Amnesty International Write-A-Thon webpage with your students, or have them break into smaller groups 
and look at the page. 
Have the students take notes on the instructions given. 
 
Step Four: 
Break the students up into smaller groups and have them go to 
www.amnesty.org and have them click on ‘Learn About Human Rights’ in 
the menu bar. 
There they can search for human rights violations by type or nation. 
 
Step Five: 
Have each of the groups pick one of the violations to write on the behalf of. 
Have the students use the Student Information Needs Organizer, or take notes to complete basic research about the 
topic.  
 
Step Six: 
Ask the groups to consider the following questions; 

 Who will read my letter? 
 What will they already know about this topic? 
 What do I want them to know? 
 What part of my topic would interest them the most? 

http://www.amnesty.org/
http://www.amnesty.ca/writeathon/?page_id=127
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/persuasion_map/
http://www.amnesty.org/
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With these questions in mind, have the students structure their argument using the digital or hard copy of the 
Persuasion Map. 
 
Step Seven: 
Have the students compose their persuasive letters and edit them.  
 
Step Eight: 
Allow the students to share their letters with each other either in small groups, or as a class.  

4 

 
Step Nine: 
Hold a brief discussion with the students about the types of issues they were interested 
in, and about the types of writing that were especially effective. 

Note to Teachers: 
This is an optional 
extension. Have the 
students write a letter to 
a local leader asking 
them to make change in 
some way locally. 

Also draw connections between the letter writing process and democracy. Let the 
students know that by writing to MLA’s or mayors, they are capable of creating 
change in their more intimate community. 
 
Assessment: 
Was the student’s writing technically accurate? 
Did the students express their opinions thoughtfully and clearly in their writing? 
Were the students engaged in the activity? 
Did the students use respectful wording in their writing?
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Lesson Four: Listening for Activism 

 
The world we have created is a product of our thinking. It cannot be changed without changing our thinking. -Albert 

Einstein (German-born Theoretical Physicist) 
 
Introduction: 
Students will analyze lyrical poetry with an activist theme, they will then listen to the songs and discuss them. 
 

Word Bank 
 

Poetry 
Shift 

Alliteration 
Metaphor 

Simile 
Cacophony 
Euphony  

Resources: 
 Whiteboard or SMART Board  
 Lyrics of chosen songs (can be found on www.songlyrics.com) 
 CD Player or computer with speakers 
 Music * 
 Poetry Mind Map, and Poetry Mind Map Instructions** 

*See attached list of suggested songs 
** Included with lesson plan 

 
Procedure: 
Step One: 
Have the students work in small groups to brainstorm some of the poetic devices they have heard of, or use in their 
writing.  
 
Step Two: 
Come together as a class, and write the ideas that they have come up with onto the whiteboard or SMART Board. As 
they are being written down, define the terms and give examples where possible. 
 
Step Three: 
Give each of the students a copy of the Poetry Mind Map, and Poetry Mind Map Instructions. Explain how to fill out 
this mind map; 
Each of the shapes has a category.  
Students should listen or read the poem carefully and fill in each of the shapes. 
When they have completed filling in the shapes, they will have gathered the basic information about the poem, and 
can then begin discussing it and providing ‘proof’ of their ideas and inferences. 
 
Step Four: 
Complete one of these mind maps as a class.  
 
Step Five: 
Explain to the students that one of the most common forms of poetry is lyrical. It surrounds us daily. As the theme 
of this unit is global citizenship and activism, students will be analyzing songs 
which suit that theme. Note to Teachers: 

It is beneficial to have students 
complete the exercise first 
without hearing the song. It 
allows them to learn to listen 
for the sounds of the words in 
poetry, rather than the sounds 
of the music. 

 
Step Six:  
Separate the students into small groups again, and give each of the groups a set 
of lyrics. Have them work in their groups to fill out their mind map. 
 
Step Seven: 
When all of the groups have completed their mind maps, come together as a 
class. Allow a group to share the information that they gathered, and some of 
the inferences that they had about the desired message, and the tone of the 
poem. 
 
Step Eight: 
Once the students have shared, play the song for the entire class. Ask the students; 

6 
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 If they song sounded like they thought it would. 
 If the tone was what they had expected. 
 If the message became more/ less powerful with the music. 
 And for any other observations they have. 

Repeat this process for each of the groups. 
 
Step Nine: 
After all of the groups have presented and discussed their lyrics and song. Talk as a class about the music that the 
students have listened to. Include the following focus questions; 

 Have they heard any of these songs before? 
 Why are these issues important enough to write and sing about? 
 Are there popular (modern) songs that have serious themes like this? 

Note to Teachers: 
By allowing students to bring in 
their own music, you are 
empowering them and their 
choices. They are more likely to 
listen carefully to the music they 
are exposed to everyday and pay 
attention to the social messages 
it is sending. 
This will make them more 
concerned consumers.  

 What do the songs that the students like talk about? 
o What does that say about the culture these students are 

from? 
 Should all songs have important messages? 

 
Step Ten: 
Invite the students to bring in their own music which addresses important 
issues and allow them to play it for the class after you have ‘screened’ it for 
appropriate language.  
 
Assessment: 
Were the students able to pick out the poetic devices used by the songwriters? 
Did the students work effectively in their groups? 
Did the students make inferences as to the meaning of the poetry that were 
based on the information they gathered? 
Were the students actively participating in the group discussion? 
 
 

7 
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Suggested Songs 
 

**Please still listen to, and screen them to ensure that they are appropriate for your class 
 
Susan Aglukark 
O Siem 
 
India Arie 
Video 
Strength, Courage & Wisdom 
There’s Hope 
 
Tracy Chapman 
Talkin’ About A Revolution 
Born to Fight 
Dreaming on a World 
Why? 
New Beginning 
Something to See 
 
Terry Clark 
No Fear 
 
Joe Crone 
We Can Move the World 
 
Ani Difranco 
Names, Dates and Times 
 
Gaither Vocal Band 
Let Freedom Ring 
 
Marvin Gaye 
What’s Going On? 
 
Hootie and the Blowfish 
State your Peace 
 
Indigo Girls  
Get Together 
You And Me Of The 10,000 Wars 
Perfect World 

Michael Jackson 
Heal the World 
Man in the Mirror 
 
Journey 
Change for the Better 
 
Bon Jovi 
It’s My Life 
 
Joni Mitchell 
Big Yellow Taxi 
Strong and Wrong 
If 
Both Sides Now 
 
John Lennon 
Imagine 
Give Peace a Chance 
 
Lady Gaga 
Born This Way 
 
New Seekers 
I'd Like To Teach The World To Sing 
 
Playing For Change  
War/ No More Trouble 
Gimme Shelter- Rolling Stones 
 
Helen Reddy 
I am Woman 
 
Switchfoot 
Dare You To Move 
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Poetry Mind Map Instructions 
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Lesson Five: Actively Informing 

 
The greatest oak was once a little nut who held its ground. - Unknown 

 
Introduction: 
In this lesson, students will learn about forests and trees and appreciate the value of biodiversity. 
 
Resources: 

Word Bank 
 

Boreal Forest 
PSA 

Awareness 
Compelling 
Ecosystem

 SMART Board or Whiteboard and Markers 
 Greenpeace Campaign to Save the Boreal Forest Video 

www.greenpeace.org/canada/en/campaigns/boreal/Learn-about/  
 Access to a library or digital resources 
 Video cameras 
 Computer Access 

 
Procedure: 
Step One: 
Explain to the students that there are other ways to be active in creating change. While songs can be powerful, 
organizations and large groups of people can also be powerful. 
 
Step Two: 
Explain that there is an international organization called Greenpeace that is devoted to protecting the environment.  
 
Step Three: 

Note to Teachers: 
The purpose of playing this brief 
video is to get students to ask 
‘why?’ They should challenge 
why something is so important 
that a group would take such 
drastic measures. If you are 
concerned that Greenpeace is too 
controversial for your classroom, 
please feel free to show another 
film clip, or use other media to 
capture student attention 

Ask the students how many of them have heard of this organization, and 
what they know about it. 
 
Step Four: 
After the discussion, play the Greenpeace Campaign to Save the Boreal 
Forest Video at www.greenpeace.org/canada/en/campaigns/boreal/Learn-
about/  
 
Step Five: 
After you have played the video for the students, ask them why they 
think this group has worked so hard to save this forest. 
 
Step Six: 
Explain to the students that Canada has a large boreal forest, and that 
their job will be to discover why it is so important and worth protecting. 
 
Step Seven: 
Split the students up into groups of about 5-6 and have them answer the following research questions; 

 What is a Boreal Forest? 
 What types of trees and wildlife live in boreal forests? 
 What other features make boreal forests special? 
 Why should boreal forests be protected? 

 
Step Eight: 
Allow the students time to complete this research. 
 
Step Nine: 
Ask the students to work in their groups to script and film a Public Service Announcement (PSA) which tells 
viewers about boreal forests and encourages them to protect them. 
 

1 

http://www.greenpeace.org/canada/en/campaigns/boreal/Learn-about/
http://www.greenpeace.org/canada/en/campaigns/boreal/Learn-about/
http://www.greenpeace.org/canada/en/campaigns/boreal/Learn-about/
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Step Ten: 
Give the students access to video and editing equipment.  
 
Step Eleven: 

2 

When the PSA’s are complete, host a video premiere. Invite in the school 
administration and parents if desired.  
 
Step Twelve: 
When each of the videos is screened, have the students talk about the information 
that they found most interesting, and the effects used by that group which made 
the video very compelling. 
 
Step Thirteen: 
Discuss with the students how videos and information can be powerful tools for creating world change.  

Note to Teachers: 
As a possible extension, 
you can introduce students 
to elements of film, and 
have them assess 
components like camera 
angle and lighting 

 
Assessment: 
Have the students complete the Self and Peer Assessment* 
Did the students find valuable resources? 
Did the students work well as a group? 
Were the students mindful of their time management? 
Did the students use respectful language and strong conflict resolution skills when working with their group? 
Did the students provide thoughtful feedback to their peers? 
 
*Included in the Appendix 
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Lesson Six: NGO Developers 

I am only one, but I am one.  I cannot do everything, but I can do something.  And I will not let what I cannot do 
interfere with what I can do.  -Edward Everett Hale 

Introduction: 
In this lesson, students will learn about young activists and be inspired to create change. Students will design 
‘business’ plans for NGO’s or fundraising/ awareness events to be implemented at a later date. 
 
Resources: 

Word Bank 
 

NGO 
MDG 

Global Citizenship 
Activist 

Campaign 

 SMART Board or whiteboard and markers 
 Millennium Development Goals* 
 Websites 

o www.ryanswell.ca –Child activist 
o www.metowe.com – Criag Kielburger’s website encouraging youth 

activism 
o www.bilaalrajan.com –UNICEF Child spokesperson and 12 year old 

activist from Toronto 
o www.citizenship.gov.on.ca –Videos by kids, for kids that encourage 

volunteering and activist, 
o www.sacsc.ca –Safe and Caring Schools Society (student created videos) 
o www.davidsuzuki.org/  -David Suzuki’s website  

*Included with lesson plan 
 
Procedure: 
Step One: 
Now that the students have participated in activism on different levels, hold a discussion about other forms of 
activism they think exist.  
Ensure that you ask them if they can think of any modern examples of activism or activists. 
Write down their responses. 
 
Step Two:  
Explain to the students that being active in the communities they are a part of is a very important element of global 
citizenship. 
 
Step Three: 
Go through some of the above websites created by strong (and some young) global citizens. Show the students as 
many positive examples of people creating change as possible. 
 
Step Four: 
Explain to the students that there are things called NGO’s which are devoted to assisting a cause. Give students 
some examples of NGO’s which could include; UNICEF, UN, Red Cross, 
etc. 

3 

 
Step Five: 
Introduce the students to the Millennium Development Goals, and explain 
that they are goals set by the United Nations for all nations on earth. 
  

Note To Teachers: 
This is a very large project, and 
will require time to complete.  
By doing this project you allow 
your students to plan a fundraiser 
which will be executed later. 
It saves you some of the 
planning and empowers the 
students. Ensure they see your 
enthusiasm 

Step Six: 
Separate the class into smaller groups and ask them each to pick on the 
MDG’s to create their own NGO around. They must satisfy the following 
criteria; 

 The actions of their NGO can not be something that they could not 
do without adult assistance. 

http://www.ryanswell.ca/
http://www.metowe.com/
http://www.bilaalrajan.com/
http://www.citizenship.gov.on.ca/
http://www.sacsc.ca/
http://www.davidsuzuki.org/
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 Their NGO must pick a specific organization in their community which they think meets the Millennium 
Development Goal they have chosen. 

 They must make a full ‘business plan’ suggesting how their NGO would operate and raise money or 
awareness for this cause. 

 This business plan must be handed into the teacher and must include; 
o A budget to hold this event 
o A timeline 
o A list of responsible people*  

*All elements are included on the Action Plan graphic organizer* 
 
Step Seven: 
Students must lay out their NGO plan in a brochure and on a poster. 
 

4 

Step Eight: 
Allow each of the groups to share their idea with the entire class.  
 
Step Nine: 
Explain to the class that they will be choosing one of these projects to realize as a 
class.  
The students will all use their knowledge of democracy and participate in a vote to 
determine the project chosen. 

Note To Teachers: 
This is a great 
opportunity to involve 
the community in the 
students’ education. 
Invite them to also vote 
on the fundraising 
project if desired.  

Step Ten: 
Once the vote has been tallied, discuss the project that has been chosen with the 
class.  
 
Assessment: 
Were the students engaged in the activity? 
Were the students respectful of each other and the topic they were studying? 
Did the students complete brochures which were well edited and used images and language appropriately? 
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Learn Action.

Lesson Seven: Getting To Work 

 
Education's purpose is to replace an empty mind with an open one. -Malcolm Forbes 

 
Introduction: 
 
This is where the students are able to actively engage. All of the learning that they have done surrounding activism 
and global issues can be put to use in a positive an important way. 
Whether your students choose to raise awareness about an issue or raise money, there are plenty of creative ways to 
do so. The students themselves will also provide some creative ideas. 
 
It is important to be flexible and excited to support your students learning and organization around the issue/s they 
choose to take on. This is also a great opportunity to include the theme of poverty and activism in the other subject 
areas. For example, counting money raised during fundraising is a great way to integrate money skills and large 
scale projects easily enable cross curricular ties.  
 
 
Basic Fundraising or Awareness Raising Ideas: 
 

 Art Auction 
 Spaghetti or Cultural Dinners and Pot-Lucks 
 Recipe Book 
 Science Fairs 
 Walk/ Run 
 Skip-A-Thon 
 Band or Choir Concerts 
 Bake Sale 
 Poster Making 

 School Dances 
 School Theme Days 
 Special Lunch Days 
 Raffles 
 Movie Days 
 Food Drives 
 School Gardens to Feed the Homeless 
 Bottle Drives 

 
Procedure: 
 Note To Teachers: 

It is very important to 
have the students pick the 
cause and charity that they 
would like to help. It 
empowers them. 
Your main role is to help 
facilitate their ideas, let 
them become empowered 
activists! 

Step One: 
Ensure that your students have picked one or two fund raising ideas. Help them 
narrow down the charity and their reasons for choosing that charity.  
 
Step Two: 
Build a step-by-step plan with your students to actualize this project. Make sure to 
include timelines* and set out clear goals for the project* with your students.  
*See the Action Plan Student Organizer and Fundraiser Planner* 
 
 
Step Three: 
Notify parents and guardians about the details of the project/s and let them know how to help or donate should they 
chose to. 
 
Step Four: 
Work together with the students to complete the project and fundraising goals. Where possible, talk with the 
organization and see if the students are able to drop off donations themselves or visit the organization and volunteer. 
 
Step Five: 
Have the students reflect upon their fundraising experiences. Some sample questions may include: 
 

 What would they do differently?  

6 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/malcolmfor102078.html
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 How was the organization helped by the efforts of the students? 
 Would they like to continue being social and ecological activists? 
 What does being an activist mean to them? 

 
Assessment: 
 
Were the students involved in the project? 
Were the students confident in their ability to cause change? 
Did the students work well as a community? 
Did the students identify with others in the community they were attempting to help? 
Did the students learn about social issues and how to change them? 
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Appendix 

Good Sources of Inspiration 
 

Global Resources 
 

www.abheritage.ca A provincial site with information specific to Alberta’s heritage 
 
www.amnesty.org – International advocates for prisoners 
 
www.bilaalrajan.com – 12 year old Canadian activist’s personal webpage 
 
www.citizenship.gov.on.gc – Includes videos created by students, for students which encourage volunteering and 
social activism 
 
www.climatehotmap.org- Detailed information about global warming 
 
www.collectionscanada.gc.ca – A government source with information and resources for students about Canada’s 
heritage 
 
www.earth.columbia.edu/ - Chronicles the state of the planet with current science experiments and information 
 
www.earthinstitute.columbia.edu –Jeffery D. Sach outlines the process for addressing issues on water, energy, 
urbanization, health, poverty, food, ecosystems, climate 
 
www.global-ed.org – This site was developed with funding from CIDA, brings together global education resources 
under the themes of environment, development, human rights peace and justice, and media. Teacher resources 
included 
www.greenpeace.org – A good source of information about climate change and other environmental initiatives  
 
www.indexmundi.com Comprehensive and official information about Nation’s progress, features elements of the 
Millennium Development Goals 
 
www.kidsgeo.com Lots of information and games about geology for students to explore 
 
www.kidsknowit.com A good search engine for students to use 
 
www.mii.org/commonminerals.html Comprehensive listing of minerals and their uses  
 
www.minimegeology.com Good site with information about geology for students 
 
www.mongabay.com – A comprehensive source of information about the environment and animals, also has a kids 
section with easy to read information 
 
www.myfootprint.org – This site enables someone to determine the size of their carbon footprint 
 
www.nationalgeographic.com- Lots of useful information about nations, the environment and many other topics 
 
www.pch.gc.ca -Online version of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
 
www.ryanswell.ca – Young activist’s webpage which includes a biography and ideas for how students can get 
involved 

8 

http://www.abheritage.ca/
http://www.amnesty.org/
http://www.bilaalrajan.com/
http://www.citizenship.gov.on.gc/
http://www.climatehotmap.org-/
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/
http://www.earth.columbia.edu/
http://www.earthinstitute.columbia.edu/
http://www.global-ed.org/
http://www.greenpeace.org/
http://www.indexmundi.com/
http://www.kidsgeo.com/
http://www.kidsknowit.com/
http://www.mii.org/commonminerals.html
http://www.minimegeology.com/
http://www.mongabay.com/
http://www.myfootprint.org/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com-/
http://www.pch.gc.ca/
http://www.ryanswell.ca/
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www.ucsusa.org – The Union of Concerned Scientists applies current research to innovative thinking to promote a 
healthier and safer world 
 
www.un.org- The United Nations Webpage 
 
www.un.org/millenniumgoals/ - The United Nations site includes ‘What you can do’ 
 
http://unmillenniumproject.org/ - Details the Millennium Development Goals 
 
www.who.int -The World Health Organization’s website includes current information about epidemics and other 
health related issues in the world 
 
www.wikipedia.com – A useful site if used appropriately, a good source of information which includes links to the 
works cited in the article.  
 
www.zerofootprintkids.com –Lets students calculate what their carbon footprint is, and what it could be if they 
changed small habits 

 
Charities/ Causes 

 
www.directorsofchange.com – This site is a forum for young adults and children to create and post their own videos 
for social change. Complete with a guide on how to produce your own videos 
 
www.freethechildren.org – Founded by Canadian Craig Keilburger, involves youth addressing global issues 
 
www.greenpeace.org – An activist organization that campaigns for environmental causes. 
 
www.thehungersite.com – Allows children to sign petitions or donate, has some useful information 
 
www.kiva.org – Organization that funds businesses in the developing world with low interest loans that allow for 
development 
 
www.millenniumpromise.org – An organization focused solely on the achievement of the Millennium Development 
Goals  
 
www.peacechild.org – Website includes further lesson plans and diverse action projects which may inspire student 
 
www.righttoplay.ca – An organization which works to provide simple sporting goods to developing nations 
 
www.sacsc.ca – The website for safe and caring schools 
 
www.uend.org – An organization which allows people to gift charitable donations.  
 
www.unicef.ca- Guided by the United Nations Rights of the Child, it helps developing nations achieve these rights 
and ensures they are provided globally. 
 
www.watercan.com – Committed to providing safe drinking water and sanitation to developing countries. Videos 
and support material available on this website. 
 
www.panda.org –The World Wildlife Foundation’s webpage, includes information about endangered animals and 
habitats as well as details about their goals and projects  
 

http://www.ucsusa.org/
http://www.un.org-/
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/
http://unmillenniumproject.org/
http://www.who.int/
http://www.wikipedia.com/
http://www.zerofootprintkids.com/
http://www.directorsofchange.com/
http://www.freethechildren.org/
http://www.greenpeace.org/
http://www.thehungersite.com/
http://www.kiva.org/
http://www.millenniumpromise.org/
http://www.peacechild.org/
http://www.righttoplay.ca/
http://www.sacsc.ca/
http://www.uend.org/
http://www.unicef.ca-/
http://www.watercan.com/
http://www.panda.org/
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Useful Tools 
 
http://www.amnesty.ca/writeathon/?page_id=127 – Amnesty International’s ‘Tips For Letter Writing’. Very helpful 
for prompting students to write persuasive letters 
 
www.biguniverse.com/createkidsbooks - An online resource which allows students or adults to create their own 
children’s books using a creation tool  
 
www.bitstripsforschools.com Free online comic creator 
 
www.blurb.com/bookify/ An online resource which allows you to publish your own books 
 
www.iftheworldwereavillage.com An online site which corresponds to the book of the same name 
 
www.lovelycharts.com- Has a free trial session. This is great for building flow charts digitally with the students 
 
www.lulu.com/author Another publishing resource for teachers 
 
www.makebeliefscomix.com/comix Free online comic creator for students 
 
www.mindmeister.com – an online mind mapping software for students and teachers to organize their thoughts 
 
http://pbskids.org/lions/cornerstones/click/story/hypertext/16.html - Online version of Click Clack Moo- The Cows 
That Typed 
 
www.prezi.com – An online presentation software which enables students and teachers to create visually stimulating 
presentations easily 
 
www.raz-kids.com – Free online books and quizzes. Teachers create their class and place students in reading levels. 
When students login from home or school they can read e-books, answer comprehension questions or listen to the 
stories. 
 
www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/comic-creator-30021.html Great comic creator for 
students 
 
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/persuasion_map/ Digital creator of Persuasion Maps that 
allows you to save as a .jpg or print 
 
exchange.smarttech.com – The SMART Board website. This has links to other SMART Board lessons and resources 
that are available for teacher download. 
 
www.spellcity.com – An online spelling test creator which will say the words to the students, put them into 
sentences and allow students to practice the test in game format. Students and teachers both have to login (for free) 
to access the tests. Very useful for the younger grades. 
 
www.surveymonkey.com Allows teachers or students to create their own online surveys quickly and easily 
 
www.teachertube.com – A good searchable database for educational videos. Make sure you prescreen them before 
showing in class 
 
www.wallwisher.com – an online ‘parking lot’ where students can place questions as they think of them in class, 
and respond to their peers. A great way to create community in a classroom, and empower students who may be shy 

http://www.amnesty.ca/writeathon/?page_id=127
http://www.biguniverse.com/createkidsbooks
http://www.bitstripsforschools.com/
http://www.blurb.com/bookify/
http://www.iftheworldwereavillage.com/
http://www.lovelycharts.com-/
http://www.lulu.com/author
http://www.makebeliefscomix.com/comix
http://www.mindmeister.com/
http://pbskids.org/lions/cornerstones/click/story/hypertext/16.html
http://www.prezi.com/
http://www.raz-kids.com/
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/comic-creator-30021.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/persuasion_map/
http://www.smarttech.com/
http://www.spellcity.com/
http://www.surveymonkey.com/
http://www.teachertube.com/
http://www.wallwisher.com/
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Choosing and Planning an Event 
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Exploring Options Organizer 
 

 
Name: __________________  Topic: __________________________ 

 
 

WHAT HAS BEEN TRIED? What Options 
have others adopted in the past to deal with 
similar problems? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What were the consequences? 

WHAT COULD BE TRIED? What imagined 
options could be possible solutions? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Would there be the consequences of these 
options? What would they be? 
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Start With the End in Mind 

 

 OUTCOME 

How do you want to change the community? 

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

OUTPUTS 

What services/ goods are you going to provide? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

How do we 
achieve 

that? 

WHO 

Do you want to 

make aware? 

______________

______________

______________

INPUTS 

How much time/ money/ volunteers are needed? 

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

What do 
we need? 

 

43 
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Timeline Planner
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Action Plan Organizer 
 

Name: ________________________________________________ 
 
 
Actions to Be Taken Resources Required & 

Cost of Resources 
Who Will Be Responsible 
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Self and Group Assessment 
 

Marking Rubric 
 

Criteria for Decision 
Making 

Rarely or 
Never 

Occasionally Most of 
the Time 

Consistently 

Was willing to defend 
personal opinion 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 
 

 
3 

Was willing to reconsider 
opinion 

 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

Was respectful of people who 
disagreed 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

Suggests and seeks fair 
compromises 

 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Self Assessment: ___________________________________ 
 

 
Criteria Score Supporting Evidence 

Was willing to defend 
personal opinion 

 
/3 
 

 

Was willing to reconsider 
opinion 

 

 
/3 
 

 

Was respectful of people who 
disagreed 

 
/3 
 

 

Suggests and seeks fair 
compromises 

 

 
/3 
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Peer Assessment: __________________________________ 
 
 

Criteria Score Supporting Evidence 
Was willing to defend 

personal opinion 
 

/3 
 

 

Was willing to reconsider 
opinion 

 

 
/3 
 

 

Was respectful of people who 
disagreed 

 
/3 
 

 

Suggests and seeks fair 
compromises 

 

 
/3 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peer Assessment: __________________________________ 
 
 

Criteria Score Supporting Evidence 
Was willing to defend 

personal opinion 
 

/3 
 

 

Was willing to reconsider 
opinion 

 

 
/3 
 

 

Was respectful of people 
who disagreed 

 
/3 
 

 

Suggests and seeks fair 
compromises 

 

 
/3 
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Hierarchy of Needs – Bull’s Eye Diagram 
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Recommended Reading for Students 

 
Asgedon, Mawi. (2002) Of Beetles and Angels: A Boy’s Remarkable Journey from Refugee Camp to 

Harvard. Little. Brown and Company Publishing 
 
Bojang, Ali Brownlie. (2009) Aid and Development. Evans Brothers Limited. 
 
Ellis, Deborah. (2004) The Bread Winner. Oxford University Press 
 
For Every Child. 2000. United Nations. PIC 
 
Jarman, Melanie. (2007) Rich World, Poor World. Smart Apple Media.  
 
Rajan, Bilaal. (2008). Making Change- Tales From an Underage Overachiever. Orca Book Publishers. 

Victoria, Canada 
 
Smith, David. (2011). If the World Were a Village. PIC. Kids Can Press. Toronto Ontario 
 
Stand Up, Speak Out- A Book About Children’s Rights. (2000) In Association with UNICEF. PIC 
 
Wheeler, Benjamin. (2005) It’s All Connected- A Comprehensive Guide to Global Issues and Sustainable 

Solutions. Facing the Future Org. 
 
 

         Recommended Reading for Teachers 
 

Castle, Caroline. (2000) For Every Child: The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. Phyllis Fogelman 
Books. 

 
Choldin, Earl. (2006). Building Peace from the Inside Out: A Toolbox for Perparing Students for Global 

Citizenship. Edmonton: The Scociety for Safe and Caring School & Communities. 
 
Convention on The Rights Of the Child. (1991) United Nations Department of Public Information 
 
Free the Children. www.freethechildren.com 
 
Lindsey, R. & Karns, M. & Myatt, K. (2010) Culturally Proficient Education. American Association of 

School Administrators Publishing. 
 
Lund, Darren. (2011) Diversity Toolkit. www.ucalgary.ca/dtoolkit/  
 
Rajan, Bilaal. (2008). Making Change- Tales From an Underage Overachiever. Orca Book Publishers. 

Victoria, Canada 
 
Suzuki, David. (1997) The Sacred Balance. Vancouver: Greystone Books 

http://www.freethechildren.com/
http://www.ucalgary.ca/dtoolkit/


 “Learn More,Take Action.” 

 
 

  
 

50 

Works Cited 
 

Alberta Education. (2005-10) Program of Studies. Government of Alberta. AB, Canada.  
 
Canadian International Development Agency. (2011). Canadian International Development Agency. 

Online. www.acdi-cida.gc.ca 
 
Dictionary.com. (2011) Online www.dictionary.com  
 
Facing the Future Organization. (2005) Online. www.facingthefurture.org  
 
Free the Children. (2011) Online  www.freethechildren.com 
 
Hetherington, Colleen. (May 2011)  Conversation, Poetry Mind Map and Literature Review Sheet 
 
Lindsey, R. & Karns, M. & Myatt, K. (2010) Culturally Proficient Education. American Association of 

School Administrators Publishing. 
 
Lund, Darren. (2011) Diversity Toolkit. www.ucalgary.ca/dtoolkit/  
 
Rajan, Bilaal. (2008). Making Change- Tales From an Underage Overachiever. Orca Book Publishers. 

Victoria, Canada 
 
UNESCO. (2011) Online www.unesco.org 
 
UNICEF. (2011) Online. www.unicef.ca  
 
United Nations Department of Public Information.(2011) Online. www.un.org 

http://www.acdi-cida.gc.ca/
http://www.dictionary.com/
http://www.facingthefurture.org/
http://www.freethechildren.com/
http://www.ucalgary.ca/dtoolkit/
http://www.unesco.org/
http://www.unicef.ca/
http://www.un.org/


 “Learn More,Take Action.” 

 
 

  
 

51 

Glossary of Terms 
 
 

Activism - the doctrine or practice of vigorous action or involvement as a means of 
achieving political or other goals, sometimes by demonstrations, protests, etc. 
 
Aid - is a term referring to the net flow of official development assistance (ODA). This is 
the transfer of capital, usually in the form of loans or grants, from governments, 
international agencies and public institutions of the industrialized world to governments 
of developing countries.  
 
Alliteration- two or more words of a word group with the same letter, as in apt 
alliteration's artful aid 
 
Cacophony- harsh or unpleasant sounding words 
 
Campaign - a series of planned actions designed to make something happen, such as a 
campaign to stop children from being physically punished. 
 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms- Document entrenched in the 
Constitutional Act 1982 that lists and describes the fundamental rights and freedoms 
guaranteed to all Canadians 
 
Child labour  - when children have to earn a living by working.  
 
Citizen - an inhabitant of a city or town, especially one entitled to its privileges or 
franchises 
 
Community - a social, religious, occupational, or other group sharing common 
characteristics or interests and perceived or perceiving itself as distinct in some respect 
from the larger society within which it exists 
 
Compelling- having a powerful or irresistible effect 
 
Constitution - all the basic rules and laws that are used to govern a country 
 
Convention on the Rights of the Child - a United Nations document that sets out 
the rights that all children should have 
 
Democracy- Political system in which citizens have a voice in decision making 
(government of the people, for the people, by the people.) 
 
Demographic - a single vital or social statistic of a human population, as the number of 
births or deaths. 

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/the
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/population
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/the
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Developing countries - a loose term used to identify poor nations, using criteria based 
almost exclusively on per capita income. The 172 countries in this group include states 
which are variously labeled as developing countries, underdeveloped countries, low-
income countries, the Majority World, the South or the Third World.  
 
Discrimination - to treat people unfairly because of factors such as race or gender 
 
Disparity - lack of similarity or equality; inequality; difference 
 
Diversity - the state or fact of being diverse; difference; unlikeness 
 
Ecological Footprint - the amount of productive land appropriated on average by each 
person (in the world, a country, etc) for food, water, transport, housing, waste 
management, and other purposes 
 
Ecosystem- a system formed by the interaction of a community of organisms with their 
environment.  
 
Equality - the same status and opportunity for everyone, regardless of factors such as 
race or gender 
 
Euphony- an agreeable sound, pleasing to the ear 
 
Fair trade - a trading partnership based on dialogue, transparency and respect. Fair trade 
seeks greater equity in international trade.  
 
Freedom- exemption from external control 
 
Global Citizen- according to UNESCO, encourages an understanding of others, a sense 
of responsibility. Empathy and readiness to cooperate. 
 
Globalization - bringing the world closer together by using new technology 
 
Global Warming - an increase in the earth's average atmospheric temperature that 
causes corresponding changes in climate and that may result from the greenhouse effect 
 
Guarantee- a promise that assures a certain outcome 
 
Human Rights - these are people’s basic rights to freedom, education and justice 
 
Human Trafficking- is a crime against humanity. It involves an act of recruiting, 
transporting, transferring, harboring or receiving a person through a use of force, 
coercion, or other means for the purpose of exploiting them.  
 

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/diverse
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/system
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/the
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/the
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/temperature
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Justice- Upholding just, fair and equitable treatment, and providing due reward in 
accordance with honour, standards or law 
 
Metaphor- something used, or regarded as being used, to represent something else 
 
Millennium Development Goals (MDG) - are eight international development goals 
that all 192 United Nations member states and at least 23 international organizations have 
agreed to achieve by the year 2015 
 
NGO (Non-Government Organization) - A non-governmental organization (NGO) 
is any non-profit, voluntary citizens' group which is organized on a local, national or 
international level 
 
Personification- giving attributes of a person to an inanimate object 
 
Poetry- prose with poetic qualities 
 
PSA- Public Service Announcement 
 
Persuasive- convincing or compelling 
 
Responsibility - taking on duties and accepting the consequences of your actions 
 
Rights - the things people are allowed to do by law 
 
Shift- to change from one to another.  
 
Simile- a figure of speech where two unlike things are compared using the words ‘like’ 
or ‘as’.  
 
Tolerance - accepting the beliefs and attitudes of another person even when they are 
different from your own views 
 
UNICEF - an organization that works to give basic rights, such as health care and 
schooling, to all children. UNICEF stands for the United Nations International Children’s 
Emergency Fund 
 
United Nations - an organization of independent countries that promotes peace and 
international cooperation. 
 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights - a document that sets out the rights to 
which every person is entitled, including freedom from slavery and torture. 

 
 

(From www.dictionary.com, UNESCO and the United Nations Department of Public Information) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_development
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_member_states
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_organizations
http://www.dictionary.com/


 “ More,Take ” 

 
 

  
 

5

Learn Action.

4 

 
 
 

To Whom It May Concern:  
 
 
 
The UEnd School Project was created to provide teachers with new ideas and resources 
to foster a community of inquiry, exploration and engagement.  
 
Every effort has been made to screen suggested resources to ensure they represent 
multiple viewpoints on all issues covered. However, we do ask that teachers watch and 
read all of the resources before presenting them to their classes as each classroom has 
unique needs and not all resources may work for all classes. 
 
The volunteers and organizations associated with this project are not biased in creating 
specific outcomes of any charitable, social, governmental organizations, global causes or 
current events taking place in the world. Our mission in creating these lessons is to teach 
students and teachers to decide for themselves, the causes they want to support and 
course of action they want to take.  
 
We hope that these lessons and resources aid you and your students on the journey to 
global citizenship. 
 
Sincerley, 
 
Kimberley Godeseth and the UEnd Foundation 
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