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Unit Plan UEnd Program Grade 5 
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever 

has.”  -Margaret Mead (American Anthropologist) 

Grade Level:  Grade 5 
Time Frame:  One - Two Months 
Unit Topic:  Becoming a Global Citizen   
 
End Goals: 
Students will feel empowered to create social change. They will become aware and active citizens in the global 
community to which they belong. 

Alberta Learning General Outcomes Met Through the UEnd Lessons: 

Social Studies  
General Outcome 5.2 Students will demonstrate an understanding of the people and the stories of Canada and their 
ways of life over time, and appreciate the diversity of Canadian heritage 
General Outcome 5.3 Students will demonstrate an understanding of the events and factors that have changed the 
ways of life in Canada over time and appreciate the impact of these changes on ci9tizenship and identity 
Local and Current Affairs In order to allow opportunities for students to engage in current affairs, issues and 
concerns of a local nature, the program of studies provides the flexibility to include these topics within the time 
allotted for social studies 

Language Arts 
General Outcome 1.1- Students will discover and explore 
General Outcome 1.2- Students will clarify and extend by combining the ideas of others and extending personal 
understanding 
General Outcome 2- Students will comprehend and respond personally and critically to oral, print and media texts 
General Outcome 3- Students will manage ideas and information 
General Outcome 4.2- Students will attend to conversations 
General Outcome 4.3- Students will present and share  
General Outcome 5- Students will respect, support and collaborate with others 

Mathematics 
Outcome Summary- Activities that take place in the mathematics classroom should stem from a problem-solving 
approach, be based on mathematical processes and lead students to an understanding of the nature of mathematics 
through specific knowledge, skills and attitudes among and between strands 

Science 
General Outcome 5-3 Design and carry out an investigation of a practical problem, and develop a possible solution 
General Outcome 5-4 Demonstrate positive attitudes for the study of science and for the application of science in 
responsible ways 
General Outcome 5-9 Investigate relationships between weather phenomena and human activity.
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Alberta Learning Specific Outcomes 

Lesson One: Rights or Wrongs 

 
In this activity students will define rights, and they will learn about the conventions responsible for upholding them. 
They will use reading skills to log when there are human rights violations in one of the novels approved by Alberta 
Education. 
 
Specific Objectives Social 

Studies 
Specific Objectives 

Language Arts 
Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific Objectives 
Health, Physical 
Education & Fine 

Arts 
Students will; 
 SS 5.3.1 Appreciate how 

changes impact citizenship 
and identity 

 SS 5.3.5 Assess, critically, 
how historical events shaped 
the collective identity in the 
Canadian context by 
exploring and reflecting upon 
how the charter of rights and 
freedoms is a symbol of 
Canada’s emerging identity 

 SS 5.3.5 Assess, critically, 
how historical events shaped 
the collective identity in the 
Canadian context by 
exploring and reflecting upon 
how Lester B. Pearson’s 
initiative within the United 
Nations contributed to 
Canada’s identity? 

 SS 5.S.1 Develop skills of 
critical and creative thinking 

 SS 5.S.2 Develop skills of 
historical thinking, explain 
the historical context of key 
events in a given time period 

 SS 5.S.7 Apply the research 
process, cite references as 
part of research. 

 SS 5.S.8 Demonstrate skills 
of oral, written and visual 
literacy, respond 
appropriately to comments 
and questions, using language 
respectful of human diversity 

Students will; 
 1.1 Read, write, 

represent and talk to 
explore personal 
understandings of new 
information and ideas 

 1.2 Search for further 
ideas and information 
from others and from 
oral, print and other 
media texts 

 2.1 Comprehend new 
ideas and information by 
responding personally, 
taking notes and 
discussing ideas with 
others 

 2.2 Make connections 
between fictional texts 
and historical events 

 3.1 Develop and follow 
own plan for gathering 
and recording ideas and 
information 

 3.3 Record information 
and ideas in relevant 
categories, according to a 
research plan 

 5.1 Select and use 
language appropriate in 
tone and form to 
recognize and honor 
people and events 

Students will; 
 Statistics and 

Probability 5.0 
Collect, display and 
analyze data to solve 
problems 

 ICT C4- Use 
organizational 
processes and tools 
to manage inquiry 
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Lesson Two: My Rights 

 
Students will learn about colour, shape and line in art work. Students will use that knowledge to create visual 
representations of the articles in the ‘Convention on the Rights of the Child’. *They will critique each other’s 
creation and reflect upon the impact that they think this artwork will have on their peers. 
 
*Optional Extension 

 
Specific Objectives 

Social Studies 
Specific Objectives 

Language Arts 
Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific Objectives 
Health, Physical 

Education & Fine Arts 

Students will; 
 SS 5.S.1 Develop skills 

of critical and creative 
thinking, evaluate ideas, 
information and 
positions from multiple 
perspectives 

 SS 5.S.7 Apply the 
research process, 
determine themes, 
patterns and trends from 
information gathered 

 SS 5.S.8 Demonstrate 
skills of oral, written 
and visual literacy, 
select appropriate forms 
of delivery for written 
and oral information, 
taking particular 
audiences and purposes 
into consideration. 

 SS 5.S.9 Develop media 
literacy, examine how 
various people might 
interpret a media 
message differently 

Students will; 
 1.1 Use own 

experiences as a basis 
for exploring and 
expressing opinions 
and understanding 

 2.2 Write or represent 
the meaning of texts in 
different forms 

 3.4 Select visuals, print 
or other media to 
inform and engage the 
audience 

 4.1 Use developed 
criteria to provide 
feedback to others and 
revise own work 

 4.3 Show respect for 
the presenter’s 
opinions by listening 
politely and providing 
thoughtful feedback 

 5.2 Show appreciation 
for the contributions of 
others, and offer 
constructive feedback 
to group members 
 

Students will: 
 Statistics and Probability 

5.0 Collect, display and 
analyze data to solve 
problems 

 

Students will; 
 Art Component 3- 

interpret artworks for 
their symbolic meaning 

 Art Component 4- 
modify forms by 
abstraction, distortion 
and other 
transformations 

 Art Component 7- 
create emphasis through 
the use of structural 
devices and strategies 

 Art Component 10- 
Develop themes, with 
an emphasis on global 
awareness 

 Health R-5.9 Explore 
respectful 
communication 
strategies that foster 
group/ team 
development 
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Lesson Three: Communication Quilt 

 
Students will create quilts using their knowledge of translations and color and learn about the use of quilts as code 
during the time of the Underground Railroad. 
 

Specific Objectives 
Social Studies 

Specific Objectives 
Language Arts 

Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific Objectives 
Health, Physical 
Education & Fine Arts 

Students will; 
 SS 5.S.2 Develop skills 

of historical thinking, 
use photographs and 
interviews to make 
meaning of historical 
information 

 SS 5.S.5 Demonstrate 
skills of cooperation, 
conflict resolution, and 
consensus building: 
work together to achieve 
a common goal. 

 SS 5.S.8 Demonstrate 
skills of oral, written 
and visual literacy; 
create visual images for 
particular audiences and 
purposes 

Students will; 
 1.1 Use own 

experiences as basis 
for exploring and 
expressing opinions 
and understanding 

 3.1 Develop and 
follow own plan for 
gathering and 
recording ideas and 
information 

 3.3 Combine ideas and 
information from 
several sources 

 5.1 Discuss personal 
understanding of the 
lives of people or 
characters in various 
communities, cultural 
traditions, places and 
times portrayed in oral, 
print or other media 
texts 

Students will: 
 Shape and Space 5.5 

Identify and describe a 
single transformation 
including translation, 
rotation and slide 

 Shape and Space 5.9 
Perform correctly a 
single transformation of 
a 2-D shape 

 

Students will; 
 Art Component 3- 

interpret artworks for 
their symbolic meaning 

 Art Component 4- 
modify forms by 
abstraction, distortion 
and other 
transformations 

 Art Component 10- 
Develop themes, with 
an emphasis on global 
awareness 
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Lesson Four: Harriet Tubman and the Famous Five 

 
In this lesson, students will learn more about one of the most famous ‘conductors’ on the underground railroad. 
They will learn about her actions after the abolition movement. The students will learn about Harriet’s involvement 
in the suffrage movement, and learn about the Famous Five. 
 

Specific Objectives 
Social Studies 

Specific Objectives 
Language Arts 

Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific Objectives 
Health, Physical 
Education & Fine 

Arts 
Students will; 
 SS5.3.3 Assess, critically 

how the Famous Five 
brought about change in 
Canada by exploring and 
reflecting upon, who they 
were 

 SS5.3.3 Assess, critically 
how the Famous Five 
brought about change in 
Canada by exploring and 
reflecting upon how they 
identified the need for a 
change in the Canadian 
laws  

 SS5.3.3 Assess, critically 
how the Famous Five 
brought about change in 
Canada by exploring and 
reflecting upon how the 
changes brought about by 
their actions affected the 
individual rights in Canada 

 SS 5.S.2 Develop skills of 
historical thinking, use 
photographs and interviews 
to make meaning of 
historical information 

 SS 5.S.5 Demonstrate skills 
of cooperation, conflict 
resolution, and consensus 
building: work together to 
achieve a common goal. 

 SS 5.S.8 Demonstrate skills 
of oral, written and visual 
literacy; create visual 
images for particular 
audiences and purposes 

Students will; 
 1.2 Use talk, notes, 

personal writing and 
representing to explore 
relationships among own 
ideas and experiences, 
those of others and those 
encountered in oral, print 
and other media sources 

 2.1 Use knowledge of 
organizational structures, 
such as tables of contents, 
indices, topic sentences 
and headings to locate 
information and construct 
and confirm meaning 

 2.1 Use text features, such 
as maps, diagrams, special 
fonts and graphics that 
highlight important 
concepts to enhance 
understanding of ideas and 
information 

 2.2 Write or represent the 
meaning of texts in 
different forms 

 3.4 Select visuals, print or 
other media to inform and 
engage the audience 

 4.1 Use developed criteria 
to provide feedback to 
others and revise own 
work 

 4.3 Show respect for the 
presenter’s opinions by 
listening politely and 
providing thoughtful 
feedback 

 5.2 Show appreciation for 
the contributions of others, 
and offer constructive 
feedback to group 
members 

Students will; 
 ICT C1- Access, use 

and communicate 
information from a 
variety of 
technologies 

 ICT C4- Use 
organizational 
processes and tools 
to manage inquiry  

 ICT C6- Use 
technology to 
investigate and/or 
solve problems (2.1 
Select and use 
technology to assist 
in problem solving) 

 ICT C7- Use 
electronic research 
techniques to 
construct personal 
knowledge and 
meaning 

 

Students will; 
 Art Component 10- 

Develop themes, 
with an emphasis on 
global awareness 

 Health R-5.9 
Explore respectful 
communication 
strategies that foster 
group/ team 
development 

 



 “Learn More,Take Action.” 

 
 

  
 

10 

Lesson Five: Traffic Light 

 
In this lesson, students will consider the modern state of slavery and women’s equality. They will write persuasive 
letters in support of a cause.  
 

Specific Objectives 
Social Studies 

Specific Objectives 
Language Arts 

Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific Objectives 
Health, Physical 

Education & Fine Arts 

Students will; 
 SS 5.3.1 Recognize how 

economic and political 
changes impact way of 
life of citizens 

 SS 5.3.3 Assess, 
critically, how the 
Famous Five brought 
about change in Canada 
by exploring and 
reflecting upon how 
they identified the need 
for change in Canada 

 SS 5.S.1 Develop skills 
of critical and creative 
thinking; evaluate ideas, 
information and 
positions from multiple 
perspectives 

 SS 5.S.7 Apply the 
research process, use a 
variety of techniques to 
organize and synthesize 
researched information 

 SS 5.S.8 Demonstrate 
skills of oral, written 
and visual literacy; 
select appropriate forms 
of delivery for written 
and oral information, 
taking particular 
audiences and purposes 
into consideration 

Students will; 
 1.1 Select from provided 

forms of oral, print and 
other media texts those 
that best organize ideas 
and information and 
develop understanding of 
topics 

 1.2 Connect related ideas 
and information 

 2.1  Describe ways that 
personal experiences and 
prior knowledge 
contribute to 
understanding new ideas 
and information 

 2.2 Write or represent the 
meaning of texts in 
different forms 

 2.3 Identify examples of 
apt word choice and 
imagery that create 
particular effects 

 2.4 Experiment with 
modeled forms of oral, 
print, or other media 
texts to suit particular 
audiences and purposes 

 3.1 Combine personal 
knowledge of topics with 
understanding of 
audience needs to focus 
topics for investigation 

 3.3 Organize ideas and 
information to emphasize 
key points for the 
audience 

 4.1 Edit for appropriate 
use of statements, 
questions and 
exclamations 

 4.2 Use words and  
phrases to modify and 
clarify ideas in own 
writings  

Students will: 
 Statistics and Probability 

5.0 Collect, display and 
analyze data to solve 
problems 

 ICT C1- Access, use and 
communicate 
information from a 
variety of technologies 

 ICT C4- Use 
organizational processes 
and tools to manage 
inquiry 

 ICT C6- Use technology 
to investigate and/or 
solve problems (2.2 Use 
data gathered from a 
variety of electronic 
sources to address 
identified problems) 

 ICT C7- Use electronic 
research techniques to 
construct personal 
knowledge and meaning 
(2.1 Us a variety of 
technologies to organize 
and synthesize 
researched information) 

 

Students will; 
 Health R-5.9 Explore 

respectful 
communication 
strategies that foster 
group/ team 
development 
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Lesson Six: Sudan 

 
In this lesson, students will research one of the issues which concerned them/ interested them the most from the 
pervious lesson. They will make a PSA to support this cause and show it to their class.  
 

Specific Objectives 
Social Studies 

Specific Objectives 
Language Arts 

Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific Objectives 
Health, Physical 
Education & Fine 

Arts 
Students will; 
 SS 5.3.1 Appreciate how 

changes impact citizenship 
and identity; recognize how 
economic and political 
changes impact ways of 
life of citizens 

 SS 5.S.1 Develop skills of 
critical and creative 
thinking; analyze local and 
current affair from a 
variety of sources, 
distinguishing between fact 
and opinion. 

 SS 5.S.4 Demonstrate skills 
of decision making and 
problem solving; select and 
use technology to assist in 
problem solving 

 SS 5.S.5 Demonstrate skills 
of cooperation, conflict 
resolution and consensus 
building; work 
collaboratively with others 
to achieve a common goal 

 SS 5.S.7 Apply the 
research process; use a 
variety of technologies to 
organize and synthesize 
researched information 

 SS 5.S.8 Demonstrate skills 
of oral, written and visual 
literacy; create visual 
images for particular 
audiences and purposes 

 SS 5.S.9 Develop skills of 
media literacy; examine 
how various people might 
interpret a media message 
differently 

Students will; 
  1.1 Read, write, represent 

and talk to explore 
personal understandings of 
new ideas and information 

 1.2 Search for further 
ideas and information 
from others and from oral, 
print, and other media 
texts to extend 
understanding 

 2.2 Write or represent the 
meaning of texts in 
different forms 

 2.3 Identify examples of 
apt word choice and 
imagery that create 
particular effects 

 3.3 Add, delete or combine 
ideas to communicate 
more effectively 

 3.4 Select visuals, print 
and/or other media top 
inform and engage the 
audience 

 4.1 Develop criteria for 
evaluating the 
effectiveness of oral, print 
or other media texts 

 4.3 Organize ideas and 
information in 
presentations to maintain a 
clear focus and engage the 
audience 

 5.1 Compare own and 
others’ responses to ideas 
and experiences related to 
oral, print or other media 
texts 

 5.2 Contribute ideas to 
help solve problems, and 
listen and respond 
constructively 

Students will: 
 Statistics and 

Probability 5.0 
Collect, display and 
analyze data to solve 
problems 

 ICT C1- Access, use 
and communicate 
information from a 
variety of 
technologies 

 ICT C4- Use 
organizational 
processes and tools to 
manage inquiry 

 ICT C6- Use 
technology to 
investigate and/or 
solve problems (2.2 
Use data gathered 
from a variety of 
electronic sources to 
address identified 
problems) 

 ICT C7- Use 
electronic research 
techniques to 
construct personal 
knowledge and 
meaning (2.1 Us a 
variety of 
technologies to 
organize and 
synthesize researched 
information) 

 

Students will; 
 Health R-5.9 Explore 

respectful 
communication 
strategies that foster 
group/ team 
development 

 Health L-5.1 identify 
an implement effective 
time management plan 

 Drama 1.5 Sharpen 
observations of 
people, situations and 
the environment 

 Drama 1.8 Develop 
respect for others- 
their rights, their ideas 
and their differences 

 Drama 1.9 Give 
meaning to abstract 
concepts realized 
through dramatic play 

 Drama 2.5 Give form 
to ideas and 
experiences 

 Drama 3.1 Develop an 
awareness of and 
respect for potential 
excellence in self and 
others 

 Drama 3.2 Develop 
capacity to analyze. 
Evaluate and 
synthesize ideas and 
experiences 

 



 “Learn More,Take Action.” 

 
 

  
 

12 

Lesson Seven: Poverty, Re-Examined 

 
In this lesson, students will watch the video or a short clip of ‘God Grew Tired Of Us’ by National Geographic. 
They will be separated into small groups, and asked to closely examine one aspect of health, comparing life in 
poverty, to life in a developed nation. 
 

Specific Objectives 
Social Studies 

Specific Objectives 
Language Arts 

Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific Objectives 
Health, Physical 
Education & Fine 

Arts 
Students will; 
 SS 5.S.1 Develop skills of 

critical and creative 
thinking; evaluate ideas, 
information and positions 
from multiple perspectives 

 SS 5.S.4 Demonstrate skills 
of decision making and 
problem solving; use 
graphic organizers, such as 
mind mapping/webbing, 
flow charting and outlining 
to present connections 
between ideas and 
information in a problem 
solving environment 

 SS 5.S.5 Demonstrate skills 
of cooperation, conflict 
resolution and consensus 
building; record group 
brainstorming, planning 
and sharing of ideas 

 SS 5.S.7 Apply the 
research process; Draw and 
support conclusions, based 
on information gathered, to 
answer a research question 

 SS 5.S.8 Demonstrate skills 
of oral, written and visual 
literacy; listen to others to 
understand their 
perspectives 

 SS 5.S.9 Develop skills of 
media literacy; examine 
diverse perspectives 
regarding an issue 
presented in the media 

Students will; 
  1.2 Seek the viewpoints of 

others to build on personal 
responses and understanding 

 2.1 Comprehend new ideas 
and information by 
responding personally, 
taking notes and discussing 
ideas with others 

 2.2 Talk about experiences 
similar or related to those in 
oral, print or other media 
texts 

 2.2 Describe and discuss the 
influence of setting on the 
characters and events 

 2.3 Identify and discuss 
similarities and differences 
among a variety of forms of 
oral, print, and other media 
texts 

 3.1 Summarize important 
ideas in oral, print  and other 
media texts and express 
opinions about them 

 3.2 Skim, scan and listen for 
key words and phrases 

 3.3 Record information in 
own words 

 5.1 Discuss personal 
understanding of the lives of 
people or characters in 
various communities, 
cultural traditions, places and 
times portrayed in oral, print 
or other media texts 

 5.2 Show appreciation for 
the contributions of others, 
and offer constructive 
feedback to group members 

Students will: 
 Statistics and 

Probability 5.0 
Collect, display and 
analyze data to solve 
problems 

 ICT C7- Use 
electronic research 
techniques to 
construct personal 
knowledge and 
meaning. 

 

Students will; 
 Health R-5.9 

Explore respectful 
communication 
strategies that foster 
group/ team 
development 

 Health L-5.4 
Analyze factors that 
affect the planning 
and attaining of 
goals; eg. Personal 
commitment, habits 

 Health L-5.6 Assess 
how roles, 
expectations and 
images of others 
may influence 
career/life role 
interests eg. 
Influence of family, 
media 

 Health W- 5.5 
Examine ways in 
which healthy eating 
can accommodate a 
broad range of 
eating behaviors 
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Lesson Eight: What Could You Go Without? 

 
In this lesson, students will consider the devices and conveniences that they have come to rely on. They will create a 
life sized drawing comparing their lives with, and without these objects. 
 

Specific Objectives 
Social Studies 

Specific Objectives 
Language Arts 

Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific Objectives 
Health, Physical 

Education & Fine Arts 

Students will; 
 SS 5.S.1 Develop skills 

of critical and creative 
thinking; evaluate ideas, 
information and 
positions from various 
perspectives 

 SS 5.S.4 Demonstrate 
skills of decision 
making and problem 
solving; solve problems 
requiring the sorting, 
organizing, classifying 
and extending of data 

 SS 5.S.5 Demonstrate 
skills of cooperation, 
conflict resolution and 
consensus building; 
consider multiple points 
of view while 
attempting to reach 
group consensus 

 SS 5.S.67 Apply the 
research process; use a 
variety of technologies 
to organize and 
synthesize researched 
information 

 SS 5.S.8 Demonstrate 
skills of oral, written 
and visual literacy; 
create visual images for 
particular audiences and 
purposes 

Students will; 
  1.1 Use own experiences 

as a basis for exploring and 
expressing opinions and 
understanding 

 1.2 Use talk, notes, 
personal writing and 
representing to explore 
relationships among own 
ideas and experiences, 
those of others and those 
encountered in oral, print 
and other media texts 

 2.1 Monitor understanding 
by comparing personal 
knowledge and experiences 
with information on the 
same topic from a variety 
of sources 

 2.2 Compare characters 
and situations portrayed in 
oral, print and other media 
texts to those encountered 
in the classroom and 
community 

 2.4 Use texts from 
listening, reading and 
viewing experiences as 
models for producing own 
oral, print and other media 
texts 

 3.1 Summarize important 
ideas in oral, print and 
other media texts and 
express opinions about 
them 

 3.3 Connect gathered 
information to prior 
knowledge to reach new 
conclusions 

 5.1 Select and use language 
appropriate in tone and 
form to recognize and 
honor people and events 

 Students will; 
 Health R-5.9 Explore 

respectful 
communication 
strategies that foster 
group/ team 
development 

 Health L-5.1 identify an 
implement effective 
time management plan 
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Lesson Nine: Life’s Not Fair 

 
Students will research developing nations, and will look at the climate of these areas. They will draw conclusions 
about why this climate might perpetuate the cycle of poverty. 
 

Specific Objectives 
Social Studies 

Specific Objectives 
Language Arts 

Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific Objectives 
Health, Physical 
Education & Fine 

Arts 
Students will; 
 SS 5.S.1 Develop skills of 

critical and creative 
thinking; recognize that 
information serves 
different purposes and that 
data from electronic 
resources may need to be 
verified to determine 
accuracy or relevance for 
the purpose used 

 SS 5.S.3 Develop skills of 
geographic thinking; 
construct maps, diagrams 
and charts to display 
geographic information 

 SS 5.S.4 Demonstrate skills 
of decision making and 
problem solving; use data 
gathered from a variety of 
electronic sources to 
address identified problems 

 SS 5.S.5 Demonstrate skills 
of cooperation, conflict 
resolution and consensus 
building; consider multiple 
points of view while 
attempting to reach group 
consensus 

 SS 5.S.7 Apply the 
research process; draw and 
support conclusions based 
on the information 
gathered, to answer a 
research question 

 SS 5.S.8 Demonstrate skills 
of oral, written and visual 
literacy; respond 
appropriately to comments 
and questions using 
language respectful of 
human diversity 

Students will; 
  1.1 Select from provided 

forms of oral, print and 
other media texts those 
that best organize ideas 
and information and 
develop understanding  

 1.2 Search for further 
ideas and information 
form others and from oral, 
print and other media texts 
to extend understanding 

 2.1 Use text features such 
as maps, diagrams, special 
fonts and graphics that 
highlight important 
concepts to enhance the 
understanding of ideas and 
information 

 2.2 Write or represent the 
meaning of texts in 
different forms 

 2.3 Experiment with words 
and sentence patterns to 
create word pictures; 
identify how imagery and 
figurative language, such a 
simile and exaggeration, 
convey meaning 

 2.4 Use structures 
encountered in texts to 
organize and present ideas 
in own oral, print and 
other media texts 

 3.1 Develop and follow a 
plan for gathering and 
recording ideas and 
information 

 3.4 Select visuals, print 
and/ or other media to 
inform and engage 
audience 

Students will: 
 Statistics and 

Probability 5.0 Collect, 
display and analyze data 
to solve problems 

 Science 5-3 Design and 
carry out an 
investigation of a 
practical problem, and 
develop a possible 
solution 

 5-4 Demonstrate 
positive attitudes for the 
study of science and for 
the application of 
science in responsible 
ways 

 5-9 Investigate 
relationships between 
weather phenomena and 
human activity  

 ICT C1- Access, use 
and communicate 
information from a 
variety of technologies 

 ICT C4- Use 
organizational processes 
and tools to manage 
inquiry 

 ICT C6- Use technology 
to investigate and/or 
solve problems (2.2 Use 
data gathered from a 
variety of electronic 
sources to address 
identified problems) 

 ICT C7- Use electronic 
research techniques to 
construct personal 
knowledge and meaning 
(2.1 Us a variety of 
technologies to organize 
and synthesize 
researched information) 

Students will; 
 Health R-5.9 

Explore respectful 
communication 
strategies that foster 
group/ team 
development 

 Health L-5.1 
identify an 
implement effective 
time management 
plan 
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Lesson Ten: Who Lives in a Global Village? 

 
This lesson introduces global demographics to students, looking at who makes up our world population and key 
characteristics. 
They will create a picture book to share with the younger grades. 
 

Specific Objectives 
Social Studies 

Specific Objectives 
Language Arts 

Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific Objectives 
Health, Physical 
Education & Fine 

Arts 
Students will; 
 SS 5.S.1 Develop skills of 

critical and creative 
thinking; generate original 
ideas and strategies in 
situations of individual and 
group activities 

 SS 5.S.4 Demonstrate skills 
of decision making and 
problem solving; use 
graphic organizers such as 
mind mapping/ webbing, 
flow charting and outlining 
to present connections 
between ideas and 
information in a problem 
solving environment 

 SS 5.S.5 Demonstrate skills 
of cooperation, conflict 
resolution and consensus 
building; work 
collaboratively with others 
to achieve a common goal 

 SS 5.S.7 Apply the 
research process; design 
and follow a plan, 
including a schedule, to be 
used during an inquiry 
process, and make 
revisions to the plan as 
necessary 

 SS 5.S.8 Demonstrate skills 
of oral, written and visual 
literacy; respond 
appropriately to questions 
and comments, using 
language respectful of 
human diversity 

 

Students will; 
  1.2 Search for further 

ideas and information 
from others and from oral, 
print and other media texts 
to extend understanding 

 2.1 Use text features such 
as maps, diagrams, special 
fonts and graphics that 
highlight important 
concepts to enhance 
understanding of ideas and 
information 

 2.2 Alter sentences and 
word choices to enhance 
meaning and to create 
mood and special effects 

 2.4 Experiment with 
modeled forms of oral, 
print and other media texts 
to suit particular audiences 
and purposes 

 3.1 Develop and follow 
own plan for gathering and 
recording ideas and 
information 

 3.3 Organize ideas and 
information to emphasize 
key points for the audience 

 3.4 Select visuals, print 
and/ or other media to 
inform and engage the 
audience 

 4.1 Edit for appropriate 
use of statements, 
questions and 
exclamations 

 4.2 Use words and phrases 
to modify and clarify ideas 
in own writing 

Students will: 
 Statistics and 

Probability 5.0 
Collect, display and 
analyze data to solve 
problems 

 ICT C1- Access, use 
and communicate 
information from a 
variety of 
technologies 

 ICT C4- Use 
organizational 
processes and tools to 
manage inquiry 

 ICT C6- Use 
technology to 
investigate and/or 
solve problems (2.2 
Use data gathered 
from a variety of 
electronic sources to 
address identified 
problems) 

 ICT C7- Use 
electronic research 
techniques to 
construct personal 
knowledge and 
meaning (2.1 Us a 
variety of 
technologies to 
organize and 
synthesize researched 
information) 

 ICT P2- Organize and 
manipulate data 

 

Students will; 
 Health R-5.9 Explore 

respectful 
communication 
strategies that foster 
group/ team 
development 
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Lesson Eleven: What Can We Do? 

 
Students will consider all of the lessons they have learned about suffrage, human rights and abolition. They will 
learn that all people are capable of creating social change.  
 

Specific Objectives 
Social Studies 

Specific Objectives 
Language Arts 

Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific Objectives 
Health, Physical 

Education & Fine Arts 

Students will; 
 SS 5.S.1 Develop skills 

of critical and creative 
thinking; generate 
original ideas and 
strategies in situations of 
individual and group 
activities 

 SS 5.S.4 Demonstrate 
skills of decision 
making and problem 
solving; use graphic 
organizers such as mind 
mapping/ webbing, flow 
charting and outlining to 
present connections 
between ideas and 
information in a 
problem solving 
environment 

 SS 5.S.5 Demonstrate 
skills of cooperation, 
conflict resolution and 
consensus building; 
work collaboratively 
with others to achieve a 
common goal 

 SS 5.S.7 Apply the 
research process; design 
and follow a plan, 
including a schedule, to 
be used during an 
inquiry process, and 
make revisions to the 
plan as necessary 

 SS 5.S.8 Demonstrate 
skills of oral, written 
and visual literacy; 
respond appropriately to 
questions and 
comments, using 
language respectful of 
human diversity 

Students will; 
  2.1 Find words in 

dictionaries and 
glossaries to confirm the 
spellings or locate the 
meanings 

 2.4 Use own experience 
as a starting point and 
source of information for 
fictional, oral, print and 
other media texts 

 3.1 Identify categories of 
information related to 
particular topics, and ask 
questions related to each 
category 

 3.2 Determine the 
usefulness and relevance 
of information for 
research purpose and 
focus, using pre-
established criteria 

 3.3 Record ideas and 
information in relevant 
categories, according to a 
research plan 

 3.4 Communicate ideas 
and information in a 
variety of oral, print and 
other media texts, such 
as illustrated reports, 
charts, graphic displays 
and travelogues 

 4.3 Organize ideas and 
information in 
presentations to maintain 
a clear focus and engage 
the audience 

 5.1 Select and use 
language appropriate in 
tone and form to 
recognize and honour 
people and events 

Students will; 
 ICT C1- Access, use and 

communicate 
information from a 
variety of technologies 

 ICT C4- Use 
organizational processes 
and tools to manage 
inquiry 

 ICT C6- Use technology 
to investigate and/or 
solve problems (2.2 Use 
data gathered from a 
variety of electronic 
sources to address 
identified problems) 

 ICT C7- Use electronic 
research techniques to 
construct personal 
knowledge and meaning 
(2.1 Us a variety of 
technologies to organize 
and synthesize 
researched information) 

 

Students will; 
 Health R-5.4 Practice 

effective 
communication skills 

 Health R-5.9 Explore 
respectful 
communication 
strategies that foster 
group/ team 
development 

 Health L-5.1 Identify 
and implement an 
effective time 
management plan 
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Lesson Twelve: Getting to Work 

 
With teacher and administrative assistance, the students will work to create fundraising materials and campaign for 
the issue/s they have chosen. 
 

Specific Objectives 
Social Studies 

Specific Objectives 
Language Arts 

Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific Objectives 
Health, Physical 

Education & Fine Arts 

Students will; 
 SS 5.S.1 Develop skills 

of critical and creative 
thinking, generate 
original ideas and 
strategies in individual 
and group activities 

 SS 5.S.4 Demonstrate 
skills of decision 
making and problem 
solving; use graphic 
organizers, such as mind 
mapping/webbing, flow 
charting and outlining to 
present connections 
between ideas and 
information in a 
problem solving 
environment  

 SS 5.S.5 Demonstrate 
skills of cooperation, 
conflict resolution and 
consensus building; 
work collaboratively 
with others to complete 
a group task 

 SS 5.S.8 Demonstrate 
skills of oral, written 
and visual literacy; 
listen to others in order 
to understand their 
perspectives 

 
 
** This has the potential 
to tie in far more 
curricular elements, it 
varies greatly depending 
on the nature of the 
project that students would 
like to attempt** 

** This has the potential 
to tie in far more 
curricular elements, it 
varies greatly depending 
on the nature of the 
project that students would 
like to attempt** 

** This has the potential 
to tie in far more 
curricular elements, it 
varies greatly depending 
on the nature of the 
project that students would 
like to attempt** 

Students will; 
 Health R-5.4 Practice 

effective 
communication skills 

 Health R-5.9 Explore 
respectful 
communication 
strategies that foster 
group/ team 
development 

 Health L-5.1 Identify 
and implement an 
effective time 
management plan 

 
 
** This has the potential 
to tie in far more 
curricular elements, it 
varies greatly depending 
on the nature of the 
project that students would 
like to attempt** 
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Becoming Global Citizens 
Lesson One: Rights or Wrongs  

We don't have to engage in grand, heroic actions to participate in the process of change. Small acts, when 
multiplied by millions of people, can transform the world. -Howard Zinn (American Historian, Playwright and 

Social Activist) 

Introduction: 
Students will learn about rights, and about the conventions and organizations responsible for upholding them.  
 
Resources: 

 Computers or SMART Board 
 Convention for the Rights of a Child Handout or For Every Child: The UN 

Convention on the Rights of the Child in Words and Pictures Book 
 Universal Declaration of Human Rights Handout 
 Underground to Canada by Barbara Smucker or The Last Safe House by Barbara 

Greenwood 
 Human Rights Tracking Sheet 

 
Procedure: 
Step One: 
Inform the students that the class will be reading a novel in which many unfair things happen. To help them 
understand how unfair these things are, they will be learning about rights. 
 
Step Two: 
Write ‘Rights’ up on the board and ask the students to define the term. Record their 
answers next to the word on the board. 
After they have given their answers, ask one of the students to look up the term in the 
dictionary. Record that answer next to theirs as well. 
 
Step Three: 
Discuss any differences there may have been. 
 
Step Four: 
Introduce the students to the concept of the United Nations and their Convention for the Rights of a Child. This 
can be done by showing the UNICEF Photo Essay located at, http://www.unicef.org/crc/, by reading the UNICEF 
book entitled For Every Child: The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child in Words and Pictures or by 
discussing the articles included in the convention as listed on the handout. 
 
Step Five: 
Discuss why the United Nations would want to protect childhood. What do the 
students think is the value of childhood? Write down their answers on the board. 
 
Step Six: 
Let the students know that the United Nations has also had many countries agree to 
and sign the Declaration of Human Rights. 
 
Step Seven: 
Discuss some of the basic human rights that are guaranteed. 
 
Sep Eight: 
Lead the students in a discussion about human rights which may include the following questions; 

Word Bank 
 

Rights 
United Nations 
Human Rights 

Child 
Underground 

Railroad 

Note To Teachers: 
The UNICEF book 
For Every Child, 
makes the subject 
matter very relatable 
and is a great 
resource if you can 
get a hold of it 

Note To Teachers: 
Both suggested 
books are on the 
Grade 4 Approved 
Reading List for 
Alberta 

http://www.unicef.org/crc/


 “Learn More,Take Action.” 

 
 

  
 

19 

 Were they surprised by any of the human rights that everyone is entitled to? 
 Are there any they would add? 
 How do they feel about knowing certain rights are guaranteed? 
 Why would a ‘contract’ have to be signed to guarantee these things? 
 Can they think of examples in history that might cause this to be necessary? 

 
Step Nine: 
Explain a bit about the underground railroad, tell the students that this happened before the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights and The Convention for the Rights of the Child were signed. 
Ask them to log all of the instances in the novel where these agreements could have 
helped the characters or prevented an action. 
 
Step Ten: 
When the students have finished reading the novel (or after each chapter) have the 
students compare the articles of the agreements they think were violated.  
 
Step Eleven: 
Have the students discuss as a group how the invention of these agreements may have 
changed history if they existed earlier. 
 
Step Twelve: 
Have the students work in their groups and re-write the story as it would occur today in the form of a play. What 
would happen to the characters if they were being persecuted? 
 
Step Eleven: 
Have the students present their plays to the class. 
 
Step Twelve: 
Discuss the differences as a class. 
Ask the students if they think there are current examples of human rights violations happening in the world. 
 
Step Thirteen: 
Have the students go home and look for an article in the news (online or in the paper) which is a contemporary 
example of a human rights violation. 
 
Step Fourteen: 
Have the students share a brief summary of their article. 
Discuss with the students their reactions to knowing that human rights violations are still occurring. 
 
Assessment: 
Did the students work well in their groups? 
Were the students paying close enough attention to the novel to note all of the Human Rights violations? 
Were the students able to relate to the characters in the novel? Could they draw parallels between the events then, 
and how they would happen now? 
Do the students see the importance of these agreements internationally? 
 
 

Note To Teachers: 
This is an ongoing 
lesson, please feel 
free to continue 
with other lessons 
while this 
progresses 
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Convention for the Rights of a Child 
 

Article 1- A child means every human being below the age of 18 years  
 
Article 2- Children must be treated without discrimination of any kind, irrespective of  race, color, sex, 
language, religion or other status. 
 
Article 3: In all actions concerning children the best interests of the child shall be a primary 
consideration. 
 
Articles 5 & 18: State signatories must respect the rights and duties of parents and recognize that both 
parents have common responsibilities for the upbringing of the child.” 
 
Article 6: Every child has the inherent right to life, survival and development  
 
Articles 7 & 8: The child shall be registered immediately after birth and have the right to a name a 
nationality and to preserve his or her identity 
 
Articles 9 & 10: A child shall not be separated from his or her parents against their will and shall be 
permitted to cross national borders for family reunification  
 
Articles 12-14: The child who is capable of forming his or her own views has the right to express those 
views and the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. 
 
Article 16: No child shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his or her privacy, nor to 
unlawful attacks on his or her honor and reputation. 
 
Article 19: Children must be protected from injury or abuse; including sexual abuse, while in the care of 
parents or any other person 
 
Articles 20 & 21: The State shall  ensure alternative care  for a child  deprived of his or her family 
environment according to the best interests of the child   
 
Article 22: A child who is seeking refugee status or who is a refugee, shall receive appropriate protection 
and humanitarian assistance 
 
Article 23: The State recognizes the right of the disabled child to special care and the right to enjoy a full 
and decent life in conditions which ensure dignity 
 
Article 24: All children have the right to the highest attainable standard of health including access to 
primary health care, nutritious foods and clean drinking-water. 
 
Articles 28 & 29: State signatories must recognize the right of the child to education that develops the 
child’s personality, talents and mental and physical abilities. 
 
Article 30: Children of ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities shall not be denied the right to enjoy his 
or her own culture, religion or language. 
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Article 31: States must recognize the right of the child to rest and leisure, to engage in play and 
recreational activities appropriate to the age of the child. 
 
Articles 32 & 36: Children must be protected from economic exploitation from hazardous work and all 
other forms of exploitation.” 
 
Article 33: States shall protect children from the illicit use of drugs and prevent the use of children in 
their production and trafficking. 
 
Article 34: States shall protect the child from all forms of sexual exploitation and sexual abuse. 
 
Article 35: States shall prevent the abduction of, sale of or traffic in children for any purpose or in any 
form. 
 
Article 37: No child should be subjected to torture or degrading treatment, nor be deprived of his or her 
liberty unlawfully  
 
Article 40: Children accused of a crime shall be presumed innocent, and have the right to a fair hearing 
and must be of a minimum age. 
 
Article 42: States shall make the principles and provisions of the Convention widely known to adults and 
children alike. 
 
Articles 43-45: To ensure implementation, States shall establish a Committee on the Rights of the Child 
… [to which UNICEF] and other [UN] organs [may] provide expert advice. 
 
Article 54: The Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish texts of the Convention are 
equally authentic.  
 

 
“Childhood itself is a right, worthy of protection in every nation.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(From UNICEF.ca) 
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The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
Article 1. All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason 
and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.  

Article 2. Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without 
distinction of any kind, such as race, color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or 
social origin, property, birth or other status.  

Article 3. Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person 

Article 4. No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited in 
all their forms.  

Article 5. No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.  

Article 6. Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law.  

Article 7. All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to equal protection of 
the law.  

Article 8. Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the competent national tribunals for acts 
violating the fundamental rights granted him by the constitution or by law.  

Article 9. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile.  

Article 10. Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an independent and 
impartial tribunal, in the determination of his rights and obligations and of any criminal charge against 
him.  

Article 11.  Everyone charged with a penal offence has the right to be presumed innocent until proved 
guilty according to law in a public trial at which he has had all the guarantees necessary for his 
defense. 

Article 12. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, home or 
correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honor and reputation.  

Article 13.  Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the borders of each 
state.  

Article 14. Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution.  

Article 15. Everyone has the right to a nationality.  

Article 16. Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality or religion, have 
the right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled to equal rights as to marriage, during marriage 
and at its dissolution.  

Article 17. Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association with others.  
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Article 18. Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes 
freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with others and in 
public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance.  

Article 19. Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to 
hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any 
media and regardless of frontiers.  

Article 20. Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association.  

Article 21. Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, directly or through freely 
chosen representatives.  

Article 22. Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and is entitled to realization, 
through national effort and international co-operation and in accordance with the organization and 
resources of each State, of the economic, social and cultural rights indispensable for his dignity and the 
free development of his personality.  

Article 23. Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to just and favourable 
conditions of work and to protection against unemployment.  

Article 24. Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, including reasonable limitation of working hours 
and periodic holidays with pay.  

Article 25. Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of 
himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social 
services, and the right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age 
or other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control.  

Article 26. Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the elementary and 
fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory.  

Article 27. Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the community, to enjoy the 
arts and to share in scientific advancement and its benefits.  

Article 28. Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the rights and freedoms set 
forth in this Declaration can be fully realized.  

Article 29. Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and full development of his 
personality is possible.  

Article 30. Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying for any State, group or person any 
right to engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at the destruction of any of the rights and 
freedoms set forth herein.  

 

 

(From www.un.org) 
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Human Rights Tracker 
 

Name: ____________________  Novel: _______________________ 
 

Chapter What Happened? What Was the Human Rights 
Violation? 
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 Lesson Two: My Rights 

The world we have created is a product of our thinking. It cannot be changed without changing our thinking. -Albert 
Einstein (German-born Theoretical Physicist) 

Introduction: 
Students will look into The Convention on the Rights of a Child. They will create their own illustrated version of 
this to be displayed within their classroom. 
 
Resources: 

 Poster Paper 
 Computers 
 SMART Board *optional 
 Scissors 
 Tissue Paper 
 Different colours of paper 
 Computers & Printers 
 Paint 
 Digital Copies (Or Hard Copies) Of Modern Art 
 Glue 

 
Procedure: 
Step One:  
After being introduced to the idea of Children’s Rights, students will work with their teacher to narrow down the 30 
(or how ever many students are in the class) articles that they think are the most important. 
 
Step Two: 
Point out that one of the articles states that the nations who have signed this convention must ensure that the adults 
and children of the nation are aware of these rights.  
Explain to the students that they will be making posters to illustrate one of the Rights of the Child, and are thus 
meeting that requirement. 
 
Step Three: 
The teacher will hold up different colors of paper and ask the students to put up their hand with the emotion that it 
reminds them of.  
 
Step Four: 
After the class has talked about the emotions evoked from the different colours, 
show them various pieces of modern art. Preferably ones where the composition is 
mostly shape, or line, or splatter (not representative of objects).  
Repeat the same exercise, asking the students about their emotional reaction to 
different kinds of line, shape, or order. 
 
Step Five: 
Now that the students are aware of the effect that shape and colour has on their 
emotions, talk to them about how that knowledge could be useful when creating 
these posters. 
 
Step Six: 
Explain to the students that they will be creating the background for the words of their article. Ask them to refrain 
from drawing representative pictures, having them focus instead on the colour, line and shapes they include. They 
can use any 2D media they would like to; collage, paint, crayon, a combination. 
 

Word Bank 
 

Rights 
Color 
Line 

Shape 
Evoke 

Composition 

Note To Teachers: 
It may be difficult at 
first to get students to 
volunteer and emotion, 
allow more than one 
answer for each colour 
if needed to show 
students that colours 
can evoke different 
feelings for others
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Step Seven: 
Have the students type up their Article. Print out the articles and have the students cut out the whole words, letters, 
or a combination to glue to their finished poster. 
 
Step Eight: 
When the students have completed their posters, put them up around the classroom or the school. ** 
 
Step Nine:  
Host a discussion with the students including (but not limited to) the following 
questions; 

 What emotions do you see most frequently in these expressions of the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child?  

o Are most of the items protecting positive things? Or preventing 
negatives? 

 Do they think creating these articles in a very visual way will make their 
classmates and school peers more aware that they have rights? 

 
Assessment: 
Did the students actively participate in the activities? 
Were the students attempting to play with their new awareness of line, shape and colour? 
Were the students more comfortable presenting information in different medias? 
 
 
 
 
 

**Optional Extension** 
 
Step Eight and a Half: 
Have the students go around looking at each other’s art work and assessing it based on the criteria previously 
studied.* 
 
*Can use the ‘Being an Art Critic’ to do so* 
 

Note To Teachers: 
By teaching the students 
about art, many students 
who think they are ‘bad 
at art’ have a way to 
involve themselves in it, 
and feel accomplished.
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Being an Art Critic 
 

Name of the Critic:   
 
Name of the Artist:   
 
 
Colours Frequently Used (Circle All That Apply): 
 
 
Dark Blue Light Blue Dark Green Light Green  
 
Yellow Light Yellow Orange Dark  Orange Red  
 
Pink Purple Light Purple Other: __________ 
 
 
The Colours Used Made Me Feel: 
 
 
 
Shapes and Lines Used Are (Circle All That Apply): 
 
 
Fluid Sharp Curved Straight Angled Thick 
  
Thin Multi-Directional One Direction Other: __________ 
 
 
The Use of These Shapes/ Lines Made Me Feel: 
 
 
 
 
In All, This Piece of Artwork Made Me Feel: 
 
 
 
 
I Think The Artist Wanted Me to Feel: 
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Lesson Three: Communication Quilt 

Although the world is full of suffering, it is also full of the overcoming of it.- Hellen Keller 

Introduction: 
Students will learn a bit about the underground railroad (tying into their novel study). They will learn that one way 
that ‘Conductors’ communicated was with quilts. They will apply their knowledge of colour and shape to the 
concept of transformations to create their own quilts to communicate a message of their choice, 
 
Resources: 

 Construction Paper 
 Glue 
 Scissors 
 Rulers 
 Pencils and Erasers 
 White Paper (or a large sheet of paper) 

 
Procedure: 
Step One: 
Discuss the concept of transformations with your students. 
Define Translation, Slide and Rotation. 
 
Step Two: 
Ask the students why this information might be important to know. Record their answers on the board. 
 
Step Three: 
Let the students know that a knowledge of transformations is integral to quilt 
making.  
 
Step Four: 
Talk about the importance of quilt making during the time of the underground rail 
road. Explain that many of the ‘Conductors’ used quilts as a method of 
communication. They created a system where translations, slides, rotations, 
colours and shapes meant different things. 
 
Step Five: 
Challenge the students to create their own quilt with the following criteria; 

 At least two translations 
 At least two rotations 
 At least two slides 
 At least two colours 
 At least two shapes 
 It must be no larger than 8 ½“ x 11” 
 There can be no white space showing once the quilt pieces have been glued onto the 8 ½ ’ x 11”  

 
Step Six: 
Have the students plan and create their transformation quilts.  
 
Step Seven: 
Display these quilts as well. Allow the students to explain the transformations that they used, and what they might 
represent to someone who is a conductor on the underground railroad. 
 
 

Word Bank 
 

Underground 
Railroad 

Transformation 
Translation 

Slide 
Rotation 

Note To Teachers: 
There are many 
curriculum areas which 
can be tied into this 
lesson. You may need to 
go into more detail about 
the underground railroad 
with your students 
depending on how far 
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Step Eight: 
Have the students write a story about the person who used this quilt to communicate with the next stop on the 
underground railroad.  
 
 
Assessment: 
Were the students able to create transformations and describe them to their peers? 
Were the students engaged in the activity? 
Could the students describe their quilt and how it’s colours, shapes, and transformations could be used to 
communicate?  



 “Learn More,Take Action.” 

 
 

  
 

30 

Lesson Four: Harriet Tubman and the Famous Five 

We must not, in trying to think about how we can make a big difference, ignore the small daily difference we can 
make which, over time, add up to big differences that we often cannot foresee. - Marian Wright Edelman (American 

Activist) 

Introduction: 
This lesson will introduce the students to one of the most famous ‘conductors’ of the underground railroad. It will 
also introduce the concept of suffrage (through Harriet’s own activism), and then to the Famous Five. 
 
Resources: 

 Computers 
 Notebooks 
 http://www.nationalgeographic.com/railroad/randl.html  
 http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/settlement/kids/021013-2011.8-e.html  
 http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/comic-

creator-30021.html or http://www.makebeliefscomix.com/Comix/ 
 www.teachertube.com 

 *Teachers, please search Harriet Tubman, and find a video appropriate for your class 
which tells about Harriet 
 
Procedure: 
Step One: 
Have students watch a video detailing Harriet Tubman’s life. Ensure that the students understand that she also 
worked for the women’s suffrage movement. 
 
Step Two: 
Ask the students if they think that Canadian women were allowed to vote before or after the American women. 
 
Step Three: 
Once the students have answered, separate them into small groups and ask them to 
use the Student Information Guide (or just take notes) to find out which nation 
achieved suffrage first. 
 
Have them find out the following information; 

 5 People from each country who played large roles in getting the vote for 
women 

 The action taken by the citizens of these countries to get the vote 
 The year suffrage was achieved 

 
Step Four: 
When the students have completed their research, ask them to work in their research pairs or group to create a comic 
book about the people they learned about. Give them the following criteria; 

 They must use at least 3 of the people from each nation which helped actualize suffrage 
 The comic book must be a comparison of the two nations’ journeys to suffrage. They must use good 

transitioning words like; meanwhile, at the same time…, etc. 
 The events that occur in the comic must be historically accurate 

 
Step Five: 
Let the students use the computers to create comics online. 
 
 
 

Word Bank 
 

Suffrage 
Activism 

Famous Five 
Human Rights 

Harriet Tubman 

Note To Teacher:  
If you make the students 
aware that they will be 
filling out self and peer 
assessments at the end of 
this group work, it might 
help to avoid complaints 
from group members, and 
more participation from 
peers. 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/railroad/randl.html
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/settlement/kids/021013-2011.8-e.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/comic-creator-30021.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/comic-creator-30021.html
http://www.makebeliefscomix.com/Comix/
http://www.teachertube.com/
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Step Six: 
When the comics are completed, have a comic book party, or a comic book reading day. Have the students each read 
each other’s comics and fill out the Peer and Self Assessment* form. 
*In the Appendix 
 
 
Step Seven: 
Host a discussion with the students about the fascinating nature of history.  
Tie in their knowledge of human rights. Ask them to reflect upon ways in which the Famous Five affected individual 
human rights in Canada. 
 
Assessment: 
Students will fill out Self and Peer Assessment* 
Were the students able to complete comprehensive research with minimal guidance? 
Could the students work together cooperatively and respectfully? 
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Self and Group Assessment 
 

Marking Rubric 
 

Criteria for Decision 
Making 

Rarely or 
Never 

Occasionally Most of 
the Time 

Consistently 

Was willing to defend 
personal opinion 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 
 

 
3 

Was willing to reconsider 
opinion 

 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

Was respectful of people who 
disagreed 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

Suggests and seeks fair 
compromises 

 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Self Assessment: ___________________________________ 
 

 
Criteria Score Supporting Evidence 

Was willing to defend 
personal opinion 

 
/3 
 

 

Was willing to reconsider 
opinion 

 

 
/3 
 

 

Was respectful of people who 
disagreed 

 
/3 
 

 

Suggests and seeks fair 
compromises 

 

 
/3 
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Peer Assessment: __________________________________ 
 
 

Criteria Score Supporting Evidence 
Was willing to defend 

personal opinion 
 

/3 
 

 

Was willing to reconsider 
opinion 

 

 
/3 
 

 

Was respectful of people who 
disagreed 

 
/3 
 

 

Suggests and seeks fair 
compromises 

 

 
/3 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peer Assessment: __________________________________ 
 
 

Criteria Score Supporting Evidence 
Was willing to defend 

personal opinion 
 

/3 
 

 

Was willing to reconsider 
opinion 

 

 
/3 
 

 

Was respectful of people who 
disagreed 

 
/3 
 

 

Suggests and seeks fair 
compromises 

 

 
/3 
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Lesson Five: Traffic Light  

I've seen and met angels wearing the disguise of ordinary people living ordinary lives.  -Tracy Chapman (Singer 
and Activist) 

Introduction: 
Students will learn about what human trafficking is, relating it to previous studies on slavery and abolition. 
 
Resources: 

 Notebooks, pencils and erasers 
 Whiteboard and markers 
 Access to school library or computers 

 
Procedure: 
 
Step One: 
Now that the students have an appreciation for history, ask them why they think it is 
valuable to learn about history. Write down their suggestions on the board 
 
Step Two:  
Once the students have brainstormed, explain to them that history is being made every single day. And that the same 
issues often arise. The more we know about history and the events and activism of the past, the better prepared we 
are to shape the future. 
 
Step Three: 
Ask the students if they think any nations currently have not achieved suffrage or abolished slavery. 
 
Step Four: 
As the students share their opinions, write the words Human Trafficking on the 
board.  Ask the students if they have ever heard the term, or would like to guess at 
it’s meaning. 
 
Step Five:  
When the students have guessed its meaning, read the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime’s definition (Included in the glossary). 
 
Step Six: 
Work with the students to complete a T-chart to compare Human Trafficking to Slavery. 
 
Step Seven: 
Once the T-chart has been completed, ask the students if they think this is one form of modern day slavery. 
 
Step Eight: 
If the students had previously assumed that there were no nations who still had not achieved suffrage, ask them to 
reconsider their previous assumptions. 
Split the students up into pairs or small groups, and ask them to find; 

 A definition of women’s equality from a reputable source 
 A nation which does not adhere to this standard 
 At least 3 reasons why this nation does not have women’s equality 

 
Step Nine:  
When students have completed their research, talk as a class about the situations in the nations they focused on. 
 
 

Word Bank 
 

Human 
Trafficking 

Slavery 
Suffrage 
Abolition 

Note to Teachers: 
As human trafficking and 
women’s equality rarely 
make the news, expect 
some surprise and horror 
from your students when 
they learn that these acts 
still occur. Be sensitive to 
their concerns 
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Step Ten: 
After the students have had an opportunity to share their research, talk with them about what they could do.  
Remind them that the Famous Five wrote letters to raise awareness and gain support. 
 
 
Step Eleven: 
Discuss what goes into making a good persuasive letter.* 
*Amnesty International has created a site with ‘Tips for Letter-writing’ which is 
very useful, http://www.amnesty.ca/writeathon/?page_id=127 
 
Step Twelve: 
With the students, look at Amnesty International’s website, and support one of their 
initiatives. 
 
Step Thirteen: 
Before sending them off, allow each student to read their letter to the class.  
Discuss which words made the sentiment powerful, or which ideas were strong in each letter written. 
 
Step Fourteen: 
Debrief with the students. Discuss how a simple letter can create a great amount 
of change.  
Brainstorm other ways in which the students can use persuasive writing (ex. 
Writing to companies to complain about faulty products, writing to governments 
to ask for skateboard parks, etc.) 
 
Assessment: 
Were the students able to write persuasive letters when taught the appropriate 
format? 
Were the students engaged? 
Did the students use reliable and reputable sources for their research? 
Did the students work well in their pairs/ groupings? 
Did the students remain motivated and on task for the duration of the activities? 

 

Note to Teachers: 
Giving the students an 
immediate audience for 
their empowered writing 
makes the impact more 
visible to them. It 
encourages passion for the 
cause and for the learning  

Note to Teachers: 
If students have a 
difficult time arranging 
their thoughts, give 
them the Persuasion 
Map to help them 
organize their argument 

http://www.amnesty.ca/writeathon/?page_id=127
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Human Trafficking Fact Sheet 

 
Definition: 
 
Human Trafficking is a crime against humanity. It involves an act of recruiting, transporting, 
transferring, harboring or receiving a person through a use of force, coercion, or other means for 
the purpose of exploiting them. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Just the Facts: 
 

 It is estimated that 2.4 million people throughout the world are lured into forced labor as a 
result of human trafficking at any given time (International Labor Organization 2005) 

 
 Women and girls account for about 80% of the detected victims. Child trafficking accounts 

for about 15-20% of the victims. Child trafficking has been detected in all regions of the 
world, and in some countries is the major form of trafficking detected. (UNODC 2009) 

ACT
Recruitment

Transfer

Harbouring

Receipt of 
persons

MEANS
Threat or use 
of force

Coercion

Fraud

Deception

Abuse of 
power or 
vulnerability

Giving 
payments or 
benefits

PURPOSE
Exploitation, 
including:

Prostitution of 
others

Forced labour

Slavery or 
similar 
practices

Removal of 
organs

Other types of 
exploitation

TRAFFICKING

ACT
Recruitment

Transfer

Harbouring

Receipt of 
persons

MEANS
Threat or use 
of force

Coercion

Fraud

Deception

Abuse of 
power or 
vulnerability

Giving 
payments or 
benefits

PURPOSE
Exploitation, 
including:

Prostitution of 
others

Forced labour

Slavery or 
similar 
practices

Removal of 
organs

Other types of 
exploitation

TRAFFICKING
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 In 30% of the countries where the gender of the offender was known, more women were 

convicted for human trafficking than men. (UNODC 2009) 
 

 The United Nations estimates the total market value of illicit human trafficking at US $32 
billion (International Labor Board 2005) 

 
 The data on detected cases show that intra-regional trafficking in persons (within a region) 

was predominant in most countries and that trans-regional (across regions), though still 
significant, was relatively less frequent (UNODC 2008) 

 
 Domestic trafficking was detected in at least 32 countries among those whose information 

was available, and in some countries, it is a major issue ( UNODC 2008) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(With information and graphics from the United Nations and BBC News)
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Persuasion Map 
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Lesson Six: Sudan 

Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better.  It's not.  -Dr. Seuss (Author) 

Introduction: 
In this lesson, students will examine the state of women’s rights, or human trafficking in Sudan. They will complete their 
own research and create a Public Service Announcement (PSA) to show to their classmates about the reality of human 
trafficking or unequal rights. 
 
Resources: 

 Access to library or computers 
 http://www.indexmundi.com/sudan/millennium-development-goals.html  
 Video Cameras 
 Computers with video editing software (like imovie) 
 SMART Board or projector 

 
Procedure: 
 
Step One: 
The class will discuss which of the two issues studied the lesson before they would like to learn more about. 
 
Step Two: 
When the class has decided, explain to them that they will be looking at this issue in the country called Sudan. 
As a class, find Sudan on a map. 
 
Step Three: 
Split the class up into small groups, or pairs and assign them the following research questions; 

 What is the situation in Sudan at the moment? 
 Is Sudan making progress in this area? (http://www.indexmundi.com/sudan/millennium-development-

goals.html ) 
 What would a day in the life of a victim of this issue be like? 

 
Step Four: 
Bring the class together and discuss what a PSA is, potentially showing them some on www.teachertube.com.  
 
Step Five: 
Ask them to work in their groups to determine what part of their research they 
would like to advertise. Considering the following; 

 What message would you like to send to the viewer? 
 What information did you find striking?  
 How would you display this information in a 30 second commercial? 
 What visuals would be necessary or successful in illustrating this? 

 
Step Six: 
Work with the groups to determine a timeline and criteria for this project.  
Show them how to use programs like imovie, so that they are able to complete 
their editing with minimal help later on. 
 
Step Seven: 
Allow the students to have time to work on their PSA’s 
 
Step Eight: 
Stage a showing for their work,.  

Note to Teachers: 
Depending on how 
technically savvy you 
are, you could have 
your students do these 
PSA’s in stop motion 
animation 

Word Bank 
 

PSA 
Sudan 

Women’s Rights 
Human 

Trafficking 

http://www.indexmundi.com/sudan/millennium-development-goals.html
http://www.indexmundi.com/sudan/millennium-development-goals.html
http://www.indexmundi.com/sudan/millennium-development-goals.html
http://www.teachertube.com/
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Invite in the administration, or other classes to view them. 
 
*Optional* If you are interested in doing a film study, you can have the students discuss what camera angles/ lighting 
were most effective in expressing these messages 
 
Step Nine: 
After he showing, debrief with the students. Discuss what techniques worked the best, or the themes that were the most 
prevalent in the PSA’s. 
 
Assessment: 
Did the students work independently? 
Were the students engaged in the activity? 
Did the students consider the imagery they were using to express their fact? 
Were the students respectful of the culture they were showing, and of their peers?
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Lesson Seven: Poverty, Re-examined 

If everyone howled at every injustice, every act of barbarism, every act of unkindness, then we would be taking the 
first step towards a real humanity.  ~Nelson DeMille 

Introduction: 
In this lesson students will watch a clip from the National Geographic Documentary, ‘God Gave Up On Us’. They will 
each be given one element of a healthy lifestyle, and compare what the stars lives were like when they lived in poverty, 
compared to America. 
 
Resources: 

 SMART Board or Digital Projector 
 Video- The Lost Boys of Sudan- God Grew Tired of Us (National Geographic 5 minute 

clip http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/activity/cultural-identity-lost-
boys/?ar_a=1&ar_r=999 ) 

 Notebooks and Pencils or Comparing Poverty Graphic Organizer* 
*Included with lesson 

 
Procedure: 
 
Step One: 
Now that students have focused on one of Sudan’s issues, discuss the lost boys with them. 
 
Step Two: 
Once the students have a basic understanding of what made the lost boys leave 
Sudan, define poverty. Ask the students consider this definition and the lost boy’s 
story.  Have them brainstorm reasons that the lost boys may have wanted to leave 
Sudan, these ideas can (and should) be related to the definition of poverty. They 
should include things like: 

 Food (or access to food) 
 Freedom 
 Community 
 Shelter 

 
Step Three: 
Separate the class into these four groups. Explain that they will be watching a 
video about the lost boys, and that they are to record information about this 
category of their lives. 
 
Step Four: 
Play the video (if watching the clip, play through twice) 
 
Step Five: 
After the video is over, allow the members of the groups to compare notes and 
write them all on a big poster board.  
 
Step Six: 
Put up the four poster boards and discuss these elements of the lost boys’ lives. Include the following questions in the 
discussion; 

 Did the lost boy’s lives improve when they got to a developed nation? 
 What parts of their lives were better in Sudan? 
 What parts of their lives improved in the developed nation? 
 Is it a good idea for everyone to live their lives the same? 
 Do cultures value the same things? 

Word Bank 
 

Poverty 
Quality of Life 

Lost Boys 
Healthy 
Lifestyle 

Note To Teachers: 
Many students struggle to 
understand poverty as being 
a lack of opportunity. The 
traditional definition is 
much more simplistic, but it 
is also biased. Money does 
not get rid of poverty, ensure 
that your students 
understand the difference 
between being poor and 
being impoverished. 

Note to Teachers: 
The movie God Grew Tired of 
Us is fabulous in it’s entirety 
but should be pre-screened to 
ensure that it is appropriate for 
your class. 

http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/activity/cultural-identity-lost-boys/?ar_a=1&ar_r=999
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/activity/cultural-identity-lost-boys/?ar_a=1&ar_r=999
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 Is this a good or a bad thing? 
 Is diversity valued in Canada? 

 
 
Step Seven: 
After their discussion, bring up the concept of poverty. Ask the students if they think that moving to a developed nation 
got rid of all of the negative effects of poverty for the lost boys. Do they think poverty is negative? 
 
Step Eight: 
Have them write a brief journal entry detailing how their thoughts about poverty changed after watching the video and 
considering quality of life. 
 
Assessment: 
Were the students attentive? 
Did they gather appropriate information? 
Were the students respectful of each other during the discussion? 
Were the students willing to re-evaluate their opinions? 
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Comparing Poverty 
Name:____________________________________________ 

 
Topic of Focus: __________________________________________ 

 
 

What it was like in Sudan? What it is like in America? Is it better now, or worse? 
How? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

43 



 “Learn More,Take Action.” 

 
 

  
 

44 

Lesson Eight: What Could You Go Without?  

Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire. -William Butler Yeats 

Introduction: 
In this lesson, students will consider the devices and conveniences that they have come to rely on. They will create a 
life-sized drawing comparing their lives with, and without these objects. 
 
Resources: 

 Large Roll White Paper 
 Markers  
 Newspaper/ Ads 
 

Procedure: 
 
Step One: 
Put the following categories up on the board; 

 Food 
 Shelter 
 Communication/ Community 
 Other 

Ask the students to brainstorm items in these categories which make their lives easier. Write them down as they say 
them. 
 
Step Two: 
Put the students in groups of two. Have them trace one persons body, and divide it in half vertically. 
On one half, have the students draw themselves with the conveniences they use daily. On the other, draw themselves 
without these. 
 
Step Three: 
Ask the students to write a pro and a con, for each of the conveniences, and 
each part of themselves without the convenience.  
For example; life without takeout would have higher nutrients (pro), but 
would require more time to cook (con) 
 
Step Four: 
When the students have completed these students, put them up around the 
classroom and allow the students to look at their peer’s work. 
 
Step Five: 
Hold a discussion with the students and ask the following questions; 

 Does having all of these conveniences make your life better? 
 How does it make your life worse? 
 Does living without these items make someone’s life better? 
 How does it make their lives worse? 
 Why do they think some nations can afford these items, while others cannot?  

 
Assessment: 
Were the students respectful of each other during the discussion? 
Did the students work well as a group? 
Did all students participate in the discussion? 

Word Bank 
 

Necessity 
Convenience 

Quality of Life 
Poverty 

Note to Teachers: 
Use communication as an 
introduction to talk about 
etiquette. Many students do 
not have good e-mail and 
texting etiquette because they 
have never been taught it. 
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Lesson Nine: Life’s Not Fair 

Every great dream begins with a dreamer. Always remember, you have within you the strength, the patience, and the 
passion to reach for the stars to change the world.- Harriet Tubman (Civil Rights Activist) 

Introduction: 
Students will research developing nations, and will look at the climate of these areas. They will draw conclusions 
about why this climate might perpetuate the cycle of poverty. 
 
Resources: 

 Maps * 
 Notebooks 
 Computer access 
 SMART Board or Digital Projector 
*Included with lesson 

 
Procedure: 
 
Step One: 
Put up the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) Per Person Map* and ask the students what they think a GDP is.  
 
Step Two: 
Define a GDP with the students. Explain that resources are distributed unevenly around the world, and that GDP is 
one way of studying that. 
 
Step Three: 
Separate the class into small groups or pairs. Put the List of Least Developed Nations* up on the SMART Board, and 
have each group choose one to study. 
 
Step Four: 
Have each of the groups find the following information about their nation; 

 Where is the nation located? 
 What is the nation’s flag? 
 What climate region is the nation in? 
 What is the nation’s average annual temperature? 
 What is the nation’s GDP Per Person? 
 What is the nation’s primary product? 
 How does the climate affect the nation? 
 Does the climate impact the culture of the nation?  
 Does the climate/ extreme weather impact the quality of life in 

this nation? 
 Is there another connection between the climate and this 

nation’s development? 
 
Step Five: 
Have the students complete research on this project. 
 
Step Six: 
When their research has been completed, have the students design a brochure about their nation. The goal of the 
brochure should be to entice investors into putting their businesses in that nation. Ask the students to place emphasis 
on the nation’s climate, products, and people.  
 
Step Seven: 
When these have been completed, allow the students to share their brochures with the class in a brief presentation. 

Word Bank 
 

Climate 
Poverty 

GDP 
Development 

Note to Teachers: 
Many nations have formed 
adaptations for dealing with 
climatic issues like mosquitoes. 
For example, Sardinian people 
used to migrate between high 
and low land during seasons 
where the mosquitoes were more 
severe. This helped them prevent 
malaria.
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Step Eight: 
When the presentations have finished, discuss as a class how greatly the climate impacts these nations.  
 
Assessment: 
Ask the students to complete the Self and Peer Assessment* 
 
Were the students engaged in their research? 
Could the students see find the relationship between the climate and poverty? 
Were the students respectful of the nations, and their peers in the completion of this project? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Included with the lesson or in the Appendix   
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List of Least Developed Nations 
 
 
Africa 
 
Angola 
Benin 
Burkina Faso 
Burundi 
Central African Republic 
Chad 
Comoros 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
Djibouti 
Equilateral Guinea 
Eritrea 
Ethiopia 
Gambia 
Guinea 
Guinea-Bissau 
Lesotho 
Liberia 
Madagascar 
Malawi 
Mali 
Mauritania 
Niger 
Rwanda 
Sao Tome and Principe 
Senegal 
Sierra Leone 
Somalia 
Sudan 
Togo 
Tanzania 
Uganda 
Zambia 
 

Asia 
 
Afghanistan 
Bangladesh 
Bhutan 
Cambodia 
East Timor 
Laos 
Myanmar 
Nepal 
Yemen 
 
 
 
Oceania 
 
Kiribati 
Samoa 
Solomon Islands 
Tuvalu 
Vanuatu 
 
 
 
Americas 
 
Haiti



 “Learn More,Take Action.” 

 
 

  
 

48 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) Per Person Map 
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Country Development Map 
 

█ Advanced Development 

█ Developing 

█ Least Developed  

█ No Information 
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Average Annual Temperature Map 
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Global Climate Zones Map 
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Lesson Ten: Who Lives in a Global Village? 

 
“And above all, watch with glittering eyes the whole world around you because the greatest secrets are always 
hidden in the most unlikely places. Those who don't believe in magic will never find it.” - Roald Dahl (Author) 

 
Introduction:  
This lesson introduces global demographics to students, looking at who makes up our world population and key 
characteristics. 
They will create a picture book to share with the younger grades. 
 
Resources:  

Word Bank 
 

Demographic 
Population 

Statistic 
Origin 

 If the World Were a Village by David Smith or, If the World Were a Village video 
on www.teachertube.com or www.iftheworldwereavillage.com 

 Map of the world* 
 Stickers* 
 Paper 
 Markers and Pencil Crayons 
 http://www.blurb.com/bookify , or http://www.lulu.com/author/ or 

http://www.biguniverse.com/createkidsbooks to publish 
* can be done using SMART board technology 

 
Procedure: 
Step One:  
Read the picture book to the students. 
Discuss what facts surprised them the most. 
 
Step Two:  
Explain the premise of the book/ video, If The World Were a Village, that the population of the world is 6.8 billion 
in 2011, but if we shrunk it to fit in a village of 100 people, this book/ video would describe what the people would 
be like. 
 
Step Three: 
Explain to the students that you would like them to perform the same social experiment with the class. 
 
Step Four: 

Note To Teachers: 
If students are more 
advanced, you can have 
them collect the 
statistics for the entire 
grade or school and 
compose their books 
that way. 

Have the students to locate where they live. Identify the countries of origin for 
students and invite them to put a dot on the country where their family is from. 
Ask the students to make predictions including; 

 Where most people would live? 
 What language most people would speak? 
 How old are most people? 
 

Step Five: 
Working with the entire class, develop a strategy for collecting information, and 
decide on questions to ask*. Have the students gather information about their own 
class in the same areas as the book did, or add others.  
*See question sheet for sample questions. 
 
Step Six:  
When the students have completed gathering information, help them split it up into smaller chunks as it is done in 
the book. 
Discuss any statistics which may have surprised the students about their own community. 
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Step Seven: 
Have the students work individually or in small groups to illustrate and write their classroom/school statistic. 
 
Step Eight: 
Bind all of the pages together to create, If World Were Our Classroom and give students access to the book they 
illustrated and wrote. 
**This is also a great idea for a fundraiser. Online companies will create hard cover copies of books like this one** 
 
Step Nine: 
Have the students take the bound version to one of the classrooms of younger students. Ask them to red this book to 
them and explain that it will help them understand where the people in their community come from and how they 
live. 
 
Assessment: 
Were the students able to locate their identity within the global village? 
Were the students able to set up a method for data collection? 
Did the students express the demographic effectively? 
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The Global Village 

 

The Poorest Countries (20% of the World) 
 Have < 1% of all the cars 
 Have 1.5% of all telephone lines 
 Consume 1.1% of all the paper 
 Use 4% of all the energy (gas, oil, 

electricity) 
 Eat 5% of all the fish and meat 
 Get 0.2% of all the bank loans 

The Richest Countries (20% of the World) 
 Have 87% of all the cars 
 Have 74% of all the telephone lines 
 Consume 84% of all the paper 
 Use 58% of all the energy (gas, oil, 

electricity) 
 Eat 45% of all fish and meat 
 Get 94% of all the bank loans 

In this Village of 100 People: 
 
61 are Asian  
13 are African Of the 28 school aged villagers; 
12 are European 8 do not attend school 
8 are from South and Central America 16 of the adults can not read at all 
5 are from North America 1 person has a university or college degree 
1 is from Oceania  
 30 are Caucasian 
18 people speak Mandarin  
9 speak English There are 31 sheep, 23 cows, 15 pigs and 

189 chickens 8 speak Hindu 
6 speak Spanish  
4 speak Russian 50 people are hungry some or all of the time 
4 speak Bengali 20 people are severely undernourished 
3 speak Portuguese 13 of the 39 children can not get enough 

food to grow or stay healthy The rest of the village speak Japanese, 
German, French or some other language.  
  

30 people always have enough to eat 
15 people are overweight 

32 are Christian  
19 are Muslim 23 do not have access to safe, clean water 
13 are Hindu 42 do not have access to sanitation 
6 are Buddhist 24 have no electricity at all 
5 think that there are spirits in all of nature 32 breathe air that is unhealthy because of 

pollution 1 is Jewish 
9 practice other religions  
15 have no religious affiliation There are 24 TV’s, 30 telephones, and 7 

computers  
20 of the villagers are children 9 or younger  
19 are between the ages of 10-19 20 villagers live in fear of war, armed attack, 

landmines or organized violence 16 are between the ages of 20-29 
15 are between the ages of 30-39 
20 are between the ages of 40-59 
6 are between the ages of 60-69 
4 are over 70 

54 
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If the World Were Our Classroom Questions 

 
 
Where are student’s families from? 
___ Asia 
___ Africa 
___ Europe 
___ North America 
___ South and Central America 
___ Oceania 
 
What languages do your students speak at 
home? 
___ Mandarin 
___ Hindu 
___ Spanish 
___ Russian 
___ Bengali 
___ Portuguese 
___ French 
___ Other 
 
What religion do students associate 
themselves with? * 
___ Christianity 
___ Muslim 
___ Hindu 
___ Buddhism  
___ Naturalism 
___ Judaism 
___ None 
 
* Optional question 
How old are the members of your 
classroom? 
___ 5 
___ 6 
___ 7 
___ 8 
___ Older 
 
 

What animals are owned by the students? 
___ Cats 
___ Dogs 
___ Fish 
___ Hamsters 
___ Rabbits 
___ Other 
 
How many of the following do the student’s 
families possess? 
___ TV’s 
___ Computers 
___ Telephones 
___ Music Players 
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Lesson Eleven: What Can We Do? 

 
Education's purpose is to replace an empty mind with an open one. -Malcolm Forbes 

 
Introduction: 
Students will consider all of the lessons they have learned about suffrage, human rights and abolition. They will 
learn that all people are capable of creating social change.  
 
Resources: 

Word Bank 
 

NGO 
MDG 

Global Citizenship 
Activist 

Campaign 

 Websites; 
o www.ryanswell.ca –Child activist 
o www.metowe.com – Craig Kielburger’s website encouraging youth 

activism 
o www.bilaalrajan.com –UNICEF Child spokesperson and 12 year old 

activist from Toronto 
o www.citizenship.gov.on.ca –Videos by kids, for kids that encourage 

volunteering and activist, 
o www.sacsc.ca –Safe and Caring Schools Society (kid made videos) 

 Notebooks and pencils 
 Computers 
 Millennium Development Goals 
 Graphic Organizers * 
*if desired 
 

Procedure: 
 
Step One: 
Review the lessons students have done, helping them to form the connections between the events that occurred in 
history, and the ones that are occurring today. 
 
Step Two:  
With the class, define global citizenship on the board. Write down their suggested definitions, then the definition 
given by UNESCO.  Explain to them that part of being a global citizen in the modern world is educating one’s self 
about the issues the world is facing (which they have already done), and feeling compelled to change it (which they 
also have done).  
 
Step Three: 
Introduce the students to one of the youth activists above. Discuss the power that even youth can have in the world, 
and the positive changes that one person can influence. 
 
Step Four: 
Introduce the concept of NGO’s, asking students if they know what the acronym stands for. Once the students have 
attempted to answer the question, help them to define Non-Government 
Organizations. Note To Teachers: 

This is a very large project, and 
will require time to complete.  
By doing this project you allow 
your students to plan a fundraiser 
which will be executed later. 
It saves you some of the 
planning and empowers the 
students. Ensure they see your 
enthusiasm 

 
Step Five: 
Give the students some examples of NGO’s and see if they are able to 
brainstorm some more examples. Write all of their answers on the board. 
 
Step Six: 
Ask all of the students to think about why they think activists and NGO’s 
might be important to the world. 
 

6 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/malcolmfor102078.html
http://www.ryanswell.ca/
http://www.metowe.com/
http://www.bilaalrajan.com/
http://www.citizenship.gov.on.ca/
http://www.sacsc.ca/


 “ More,Take ” 

 
 

  
 

5

Learn Action.

Step Seven: 
Separate the students into four groups. Give each group one of the categories of MDG’s with the specific goals 
beneath it.  
 
 
Step Eight: 
Have the students use the Exploring Options* graphic organizer (or their own note taking) to look into one of the 
specific goals in that category. 
*Available with the lesson and in the Appendix 
 
Step Nine: 
When the students have finished researching that goal, they will work together to brand their own NGO with the 
following criteria; 

 The actions of their NGO can not be something that they could not do without adult assistance. 
 Their NGO must pick a specific organization in their community which they think meets the Millennium 

Development Goal they have chosen. 
 They must make a full ‘business plan’ suggesting how their NGO would operate and raise money or 

awareness for this cause. 
 This business plan must be handed into the teacher and must include; 

o A budget to hold this event 
o A timeline 
o A list of responsible people*  

*All elements are included on the Action Plan graphic organizer* 
 Students must also create a powerpoint or other digital display marketing their NGO 

 
Step Ten: 

Note To Teachers: 
This is a great 
opportunity to involve 
the community in the 
students’ education. 
Invite them to also vote 
on the fundraising 
project if desired. 

Allow the students time to complete the project, and access to resources. 
 
Step Eleven: 
Hold a ‘business presentation’ where students will propose their NGO to their peers 
(and administration and parents if desired). 
 
Step Twelve: 
Following the presentations, explain to the students that they class will be using one of 
these business plans to run a fundraiser. Have the students place a ballot in a box, 
voting for the NGO/ Project that they would like to join.  
 
Step Thirteen: 
Announce the project that will be realized and work as a class to begin organizing that fundraiser/ awareness 
campaign. 
 
Assessment: 
Have the students fill out the Self and Group Assessment* 
Were the students engaged in the activities? 
Did the students organize their time well? 
Did the students present their information clearly? 
Did the students collaborate well?  
 

7 



 “ More,Take ” 

 
 

  
 

Learn Action.

Lesson Twelve: Getting To Work 

I am only one, but I am one.  I cannot do everything, but I can do something.  And I will not let what I cannot do 
interfere with what I can do.  -Edward Everett Hale 

Introduction: 
 
This is where the students are able to actively engage. All of the learning that they have done surrounding child 
poverty and social issues can be put to use in a positive an important way. 
Whether your students choose to raise awareness about an issue or raise money, there are plenty of creative ways to 
do so. The students themselves will also provide some creative ideas. 
 
It is important to be flexible and excited to support your students learning and organization around the issue/s they 
choose to take on. This is also a great opportunity to include the theme of poverty and activism in the other subject 
areas. For example, counting money raised during fundraising is a great way to integrate money skills and large 
scale projects easily enable cross curricular ties.  
 
 
Basic Fundraising or Awareness Raising Ideas: 
 

 Art Auction  School Dances 
 Spaghetti or Cultural Dinners and Pot-Lucks  School Theme Days 
 Recipe Book  Special Lunch Days 
 Science Fairs  Raffles 
 Walk/ Run  Movie Days 
 Skip-A-Thon  Food Drives 
 Band or Choir Concerts  School Gardens to Feed the Homeless 
 Bake Sale  Bottle Drives 
 Poster Making 

 
Procedure: 

Note To Teachers: 
It is very important to 
have the students pick the 
cause and charity that they 
would like to help. It 
empowers them. 
Your main role is to help 
facilitate their ideas, let 
them become empowered 
activists! 

 
Step One: 
Ensure that your students have picked one or two fund raising ideas. Help them 
narrow down the charity and their reasons for choosing that charity.  
 
Step Two: 
Build a step-by-step plan with your students to actualize this project. Make sure to 
include timelines* and set out clear goals for the project* with your students.  
*See the Action Plan Student Organizer and Fundraiser Planner* 
 
 
Step Three: 
Notify parents and guardians about the details of the project/s and let them know how to help or donate should they 
chose to. 
 
Step Four: 
Work together with the students to complete the project and fundraising goals. Where possible, talk with the 
organization and see if the students are able to drop off donations themselves or visit the organization and volunteer. 
 
Step Five: 
Have the students reflect upon their fundraising experiences. Some sample questions may include: 
 

58 
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9 

 What would they do differently?  
 How was the organization helped by the efforts of the students? 
 Would they like to continue being social and ecological activists? 
 What does being an activist mean to them? 

 
Assessment: 
 
Were the students involved in the project? 
Were the students confident in their ability to cause change? 
Did the students work well as a community? 
Did the students identify with others in the community they were attempting to help? 
Did the students learn about social issues and how to change them? 
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Appendix 

Good Sources of Inspiration 
 

Global Resources 
 

www.abheritage.ca A provincial site with information specific to Alberta’s heritage 
 
www.amnesty.org – International advocates for prisoners 
 
www.bilaalrajan.com – 12 year old Canadian activist’s personal webpage 
 
www.citizenship.gov.on.gc – Includes videos created by students, for students which encourage volunteering and 
social activism 
 
www.climatehotmap.org- Detailed information about global warming 
 
www.collectionscanada.gc.ca – A government source with information and resources for students about Canada’s 
heritage 
 
www.earth.columbia.edu/ - Chronicles the state of the planet with current science experiments and information 
 
www.earthinstitute.columbia.edu –Jeffery D. Sach outlines the process for addressing issues on water, energy, 
urbanization, health, poverty, food, ecosystems, climate 
 
www.global-ed.org – This site was developed with funding from CIDA, brings together global education resources 
under the themes of environment, development, human rights peace and justice, and media. Teacher resources 
included 
www.greenpeace.org – A good source of information about climate change and other environmental initiatives  
 
www.indexmundi.com Comprehensive and official information about Nation’s progress, features elements of the 
Millennium Development Goals 
 
www.kidsgeo.com Lots of information and games about geology for students to explore 
 
www.kidsknowit.com A good search engine for students to use 
 
www.mii.org/commonminerals.html Comprehensive listing of minerals and their uses  
 
www.minimegeology.com Good site with information about geology for students 
 
www.mongabay.com – A comprehensive source of information about the environment and animals, also has a kids 
section with easy to read information 
 
www.myfootprint.org – This site enables someone to determine the size of their carbon footprint 
 
www.nationalgeographic.com- Lots of useful information about nations, the environment and many other topics 
 
www.pch.gc.ca -Online version of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
 
www.ryanswell.ca – Young activist’s webpage which includes a biography and ideas for how students can get 
involved 

0 

http://www.abheritage.ca/
http://www.amnesty.org/
http://www.bilaalrajan.com/
http://www.citizenship.gov.on.gc/
http://www.climatehotmap.org-/
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/
http://www.earth.columbia.edu/
http://www.earthinstitute.columbia.edu/
http://www.global-ed.org/
http://www.greenpeace.org/
http://www.indexmundi.com/
http://www.kidsgeo.com/
http://www.kidsknowit.com/
http://www.mii.org/commonminerals.html
http://www.minimegeology.com/
http://www.mongabay.com/
http://www.myfootprint.org/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com-/
http://www.pch.gc.ca/
http://www.ryanswell.ca/
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www.ucsusa.org – The Union of Concerned Scientists applies current research to innovative thinking to promote a 
healthier and safer world 
 
www.un.org- The United Nations Webpage 
 
www.un.org/millenniumgoals/ - The United Nations site includes ‘What you can do’ 
 
http://unmillenniumproject.org/ - Details the Millennium Development Goals 
 
www.who.int -The World Health Organization’s website includes current information about epidemics and other 
health related issues in the world 
 
www.wikipedia.com – A useful site if used appropriately, a good source of information which includes links to the 
works cited in the article.  
 
www.zerofootprintkids.com –Lets students calculate what their carbon footprint is, and what it could be if they 
changed small habits 

 
Charities/ Causes 

 
www.directorsofchange.com – This site is a forum for young adults and children to create and post their own videos 
for social change. Complete with a guide on how to produce your own videos 
 
www.freethechildren.org – Founded by Canadian Craig Keilburger, involves youth addressing global issues 
 
www.greenpeace.org – An activist organization that campaigns for environmental causes. 
 
www.thehungersite.com – Allows children to sign petitions or donate, has some useful information 
 
www.kiva.org – Organization that funds businesses in the developing world with low interest loans that allow for 
development 
 
www.millenniumpromise.org – An organization focused solely on the achievement of the Millennium Development 
Goals  
 
www.peacechild.org – Website includes further lesson plans and diverse action projects which may inspire student 
 
www.righttoplay.ca – An organization which works to provide simple sporting goods to developing nations 
 
www.sacsc.ca – The website for safe and caring schools 
 
www.uend.org – An organization which allows people to gift charitable donations.  
 
www.unicef.ca- Guided by the United Nations Rights of the Child, it helps developing nations achieve these rights 
and ensures they are provided globally. 
 
www.watercan.com – Committed to providing safe drinking water and sanitation to developing countries. Videos 
and support material available on this website. 
 
www.panda.org –The World Wildlife Foundation’s webpage, includes information about endangered animals and 
habitats as well as details about their goals and projects  
 

http://www.ucsusa.org/
http://www.un.org-/
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/
http://unmillenniumproject.org/
http://www.who.int/
http://www.wikipedia.com/
http://www.zerofootprintkids.com/
http://www.directorsofchange.com/
http://www.freethechildren.org/
http://www.greenpeace.org/
http://www.thehungersite.com/
http://www.kiva.org/
http://www.millenniumpromise.org/
http://www.peacechild.org/
http://www.righttoplay.ca/
http://www.sacsc.ca/
http://www.uend.org/
http://www.unicef.ca-/
http://www.watercan.com/
http://www.panda.org/
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Useful Tools 
 
http://www.amnesty.ca/writeathon/?page_id=127 – Amnesty International’s ‘Tips For Letter Writing’. Very helpful 
for prompting students to write persuasive letters 
 
www.biguniverse.com/createkidsbooks - An online resource which allows students or adults to create their own 
children’s books using a creation tool  
 
www.bitstripsforschools.com Free online comic creator 
 
www.blurb.com/bookify/ An online resource which allows you to publish your own books 
 
www.iftheworldwereavillage.com An online site which corresponds to the book of the same name 
 
www.lovelycharts.com- Has a free trial session. This is great for building flow charts digitally with the students 
 
www.lulu.com/author Another publishing resource for teachers 
 
www.makebeliefscomix.com/comix Free online comic creator for students 
 
www.mindmeister.com – an online mind mapping software for students and teachers to organize their thoughts 
 
http://pbskids.org/lions/cornerstones/click/story/hypertext/16.html - Online version of Click Clack Moo- The Cows 
That Typed 
 
www.prezi.com – An online presentation software which enables students and teachers to create visually stimulating 
presentations easily 
 
www.raz-kids.com – Free online books and quizzes. Teachers create their class and place students in reading levels. 
When students login from home or school they can read e-books, answer comprehension questions or listen to the 
stories. 
 
www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/comic-creator-30021.html Great comic creator for 
students 
 
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/persuasion_map/ Digital creator of Persuasion Maps that 
allows you to save as a .jpg or print 
 
exchange.smarttech.com – The SMART Board website. This has links to other SMART Board lessons and resources 
that are available for teacher download. 
 
www.spellcity.com – An online spelling test creator which will say the words to the students, put them into 
sentences and allow students to practice the test in game format. Students and teachers both have to login (for free) 
to access the tests. Very useful for the younger grades. 
 
www.surveymonkey.com Allows teachers or students to create their own online surveys quickly and easily 
 
www.teachertube.com – A good searchable database for educational videos. Make sure you prescreen them before 
showing in class 
 
www.wallwisher.com – an online ‘parking lot’ where students can place questions as they think of them in class, 
and respond to their peers. A great way to create community in a classroom, and empower students who may be shy

http://www.amnesty.ca/writeathon/?page_id=127
http://www.biguniverse.com/createkidsbooks
http://www.bitstripsforschools.com/
http://www.blurb.com/bookify/
http://www.iftheworldwereavillage.com/
http://www.lovelycharts.com-/
http://www.lulu.com/author
http://www.makebeliefscomix.com/comix
http://www.mindmeister.com/
http://pbskids.org/lions/cornerstones/click/story/hypertext/16.html
http://www.prezi.com/
http://www.raz-kids.com/
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/comic-creator-30021.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/persuasion_map/
http://www.smarttech.com/
http://www.spellcity.com/
http://www.surveymonkey.com/
http://www.teachertube.com/
http://www.wallwisher.com/
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Millennium Development Goals 
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Choosing and Planning an Event 
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Exploring Options Organizer 
 
 
 
Name: __________________  Topic: __________________________ 
 

 
WHAT HAS BEEN TRIED? What Options 
have others adopted in the past to deal with 
similar problems? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What were the consequences? 

WHAT COULD BE TRIED? What 
imagined options could be possible solutions? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Would there be the consequences of these 
options? What would they be? 
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Start With the End in Mind 

 

 OUTCOME 

How do you want to change the community? 

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

OUTPUTS 

What services/ goods are you going to provide? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

How do we 
achieve 

that? 

Do you want to 

make aware? 

______________

______________

______________

WHO 

How much time/ money/ volunteers are needed? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

What do 
we need? 

 

INPUTS 
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Timeline Planner
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Action Plan Organizer 
 

Name: ________________________________________________ 
 
 
Actions to Be Taken Resources Required & 

Cost of Resources 
Who Will Be Responsible 
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Self and Group Assessment 
 

Marking Rubric 
 

Criteria for Decision 
Making 

Rarely or 
Never 

Occasionally Most of 
the Time 

Consistently 

Was willing to defend 
personal opinion 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 
 

 
3 

Was willing to reconsider 
opinion 

 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

Was respectful of people who 
disagreed 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

Suggests and seeks fair 
compromises 

 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Self Assessment: ___________________________________ 
 

 
Criteria Score Supporting Evidence 

Was willing to defend 
personal opinion 

 
/3 
 

 

Was willing to reconsider 
opinion 

 

 
/3 
 

 

Was respectful of people who 
disagreed 

 
/3 
 

 

Suggests and seeks fair 
compromises 

 

 
/3 
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Peer Assessment: __________________________________ 
 
 

Criteria Score Supporting Evidence 
Was willing to defend 

personal opinion 
 

/3 
 

 

Was willing to reconsider 
opinion 

 

 
/3 
 

 

Was respectful of people who 
disagreed 

 
/3 
 

 

Suggests and seeks fair 
compromises 

 

 
/3 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peer Assessment: __________________________________ 
 
 

Criteria Score Supporting Evidence 
Was willing to defend 

personal opinion 
 

/3 
 

 

Was willing to reconsider 
opinion 

 

 
/3 
 

 

Was respectful of people 
who disagreed 

 
/3 
 

 

Suggests and seeks fair 
compromises 

 

 
/3 
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Resource Analyzer  
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Hierarchy of Needs – Bull’s Eye Diagram 
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Recommended Reading for Students 
 
Asgedon, Mawi. (2002) Of Beetles and Angels: A Boy’s Remarkable Journey from Refugee Camp to Harvard. Little, 

Brown and Company Publishers 
 
Bojang, Ali Brownlie. (2009) Aid and Development. Evans Brothers Limited. 
 
Ellis, Deborah. ( 2000) The Breadwinner.  
 
For Every Child. 2000. United Nations. PIC 
 
Hart, Joyce. (2009). In the News: Human Trafficking. Rosen Publishing. 
 
Jarman, Melanie. (2007) Rich World, Poor World. Smart Apple Media.  
 
Rajan, Bilaal. (2008). Making Change- Tales From an Underage Overachiever. Orca Book Publishers. Victoria, 

Canada 
 
Skarmeta, A. The Composition. PIC 
 
Smith, David. (2011). If the World Were a Village. PIC. Kids Can Press. Toronto Ontario 
 
Stand Up, Speak Out- A Book About Children’s Rights. (2000) In Association with UNICEF. PIC 
 
 

Recommended Reading for Teachers 
 

Castle, Caroline. (2000) For Every Child: The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. Phyllis Fogelman Books. 
 
Choldin, Earl. (2006). Building Peace from the Inside Out: A Toolbox for Perparing Students for Global Citizenship. 

Edmonton: The Scociety for Safe and Caring School & Communities. 
 
Convention on The Rights Of the Child. (1991) United Nations Department of Public Information 
 
Free the Children. www.freethechildren.com 
 
Lindsey, R. & Karns, M. & Myatt, K. (2010) Culturally Proficient Education. American Association of School 

Administrators Publishing. 
 
Lund, Darren. (2011) Diversity Toolkit. www.ucalgary.ca/dtoolkit/  
 
Rajan, Bilaal. (2008). Making Change- Tales From an Underage Overachiever. Orca Book Publishers. Victoria, 

Canada 
 
Suzuki, David. (1997) The Sacred Balance. Vancouver: Greystone Books 

http://www.freethechildren.com/
http://www.ucalgary.ca/dtoolkit/
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Glossary of Terms 
 
 

Activism - the doctrine or practice of vigorous action or involvement as a means of achieving 
political or other goals, sometimes by demonstrations, protests, etc. 
 
Advertising - the act or practice of calling public attention to one's product, service, need, etc., 
especially by paid announcements in newspapers and magazines, over radio or television, on 
billboards, etc 
 
Aid - is a term referring to the net flow of official development assistance (ODA). This is the 
transfer of capital, usually in the form of loans or grants, from governments, international agencies 
and public institutions of the industrialized world to governments of developing countries.  
 
Campaign - a series of planned actions designed to make something happen, such as a campaign 
to stop children from being physically punished. 
 
Citizen - an inhabitant of a city or town, especially one entitled to its privileges or franchises 
 
Community - a social, religious, occupational, or other group sharing common characteristics or 
interests and perceived or perceiving itself as distinct in some respect from the larger society 
within which it exists 
 
Constitution - all the basic rules and laws that are used to govern a country 
 
Convention on the Rights of the Child - a United Nations document that sets out the rights 
that all children should have 
 
Debt relief - the partial or total forgiveness of debt, or the slowing or stopping of debt growth, 
owed by the least developed nations, especially those which put more money toward paying off 
debt than they do toward social programs that improve development within a nation (such as 
education, health care, etc.).  
 
Demographic - a single vital or social statistic of a human population, as the number of births or 
deaths. 
 
Developing countries - a loose term used to identify poor nations, using criteria based almost 
exclusively on per capita income. The 172 countries in this group include states which are 
variously labeled as developing countries, underdeveloped countries, low-income countries, the 
Majority World, the South or the Third World.  
 
Difference - the state or relation of being different; dissimilarity 
 
Discrimination - to treat people unfairly because of factors such as race or gender 

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/act
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/radio
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/the
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/population
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/the
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Disparity - lack of similarity or equality; inequality; difference 
 
Diversity - the state or fact of being diverse; difference; unlikeness 
 
Ecological Footprint - the amount of productive land appropriated on average by each person 
(in the world, a country, etc) for food, water, transport, housing, waste management, and other 
purposes 
 
Equality - the same status and opportunity for everyone, regardless of factors such as race or 
gender 
 
Fair trade - a trading partnership based on dialogue, transparency and respect. Fair trade seeks 
greater equity in international trade.  
 
Global Citizen- according to UNESCO, encourages an understanding of others, a sense of 
responsibility. Empathy and readiness to cooperate. 
 
Globalization - bringing the world closer together by using new technology 
 
Global Warming - an increase in the earth's average atmospheric temperature that causes 
corresponding changes in climate and that may result from the greenhouse effect 
 
Gross Domestic Product - the total value of all goods and services produced by a nation 
during a year 
 
Human Rights - these are people’s basic rights to freedom, education and justice 
 
Human Trafficking- is a crime against humanity. It involves an act of recruiting, transporting, 
transferring, harboring or receiving a person through a use of force, coercion, or other means for 
the purpose of exploiting them.  
 
Millennium Development Goals (MDG) - are eight international development goals that all 
192 United Nations member states and at least 23 international organizations have agreed to 
achieve by the year 2015 
 
NGO (Non-Government Organization) - A non-governmental organization (NGO) is any 
non-profit, voluntary citizens' group which is organized on a local, national or international level 
 
Poverty -  a lack of opportunities that creates a situation in which someone does not have enough 
to meet their basic needs. 
 
Responsibility - taking on duties and accepting the consequences of your actions 
 
Rights - the things people are allowed to do by law 
 

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/diverse
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/the
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/temperature
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_development
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_member_states
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_organizations
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/american/direct/?q=a
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/american/direct/?q=situation
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/american/direct/?q=in
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/american/direct/?q=which
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/american/direct/?q=someone
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/american/direct/?q=does
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/american/direct/?q=not
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/american/direct/?q=have
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/american/direct/?q=enough
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UNICEF - an organization that works to give basic rights, such as health care and schooling, to all 
children. UNICEF stands for the United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund 
 
United Nations - an organization of independent countries that promotes peace and international 
cooperation. 
 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights - a document that sets out the rights to which every 
person is entitled, including freedom from slavery and torture. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(From www.dictionary.com, UNESCO and the United Nations Department of Public Information) 

http://www.dictionary.com/
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To Whom It May Concern:  
 
 
 
The UEnd School Project was created to provide teachers with new ideas and resources to foster a 
community of inquiry, exploration and engagement.  
 
Every effort has been made to screen suggested resources to ensure they represent multiple 
viewpoints on all issues covered. However, we do ask that teachers watch and read all of the 
resources before presenting them to their classes as each classroom has unique needs and not all 
resources may work for all classes. 
 
The volunteers and organizations associated with this project are not biased in creating specific 
outcomes of any charitable, social, governmental organizations, global causes or current events 
taking place in the world. Our mission in creating these lessons is to teach students and teachers to 
decide for themselves, the causes they want to support and course of action they want to take.  
 
We hope that these lessons and resources aid you and your students on the journey to global 
citizenship. 
 
Sincerley, 
 
Kimberley Godeseth and the UEnd Foundation 
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