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Unit Plan UEnd Program Grade 4 
Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has. 

- Margaret Mead (American Anthropologist) 

Grade Level:  Grade 4 
Time Frame:  One - Two Months 
Unit Topic:  Becoming a Global Citizen   
 
End Goals: Students will feel empowered to create social change. They will become aware and active citizens in the 
global community to which they belong. 

Alberta Learning General Outcomes Met Through the UEnd Lessons: 

Social Studies  
General Outcome 4.1 Students will demonstrate an understanding an appreciation of how elements of physical 
geography, climate, geology and paleontology are integral to the landscapes and environment of Alberta 
Local and Current Affairs In order to allow opportunities for students to engage in current affairs, issues and 
concerns of a local nature, the program of studies provides the flexibility to include these topics within the time 
allotted for social studies 
 

Language Arts 
General Outcome 1.1- Students will discover and explore 
General Outcome 1.2- Students will clarify and extend by combining the ideas of others and extending personal 
understanding 
General Outcome 2- Students will comprehend and respond personally and critically to oral, print and media texts 
General Outcome 3- Students will manage ideas and information 
General Outcome 4.2- Students will attend to conversations 
General Outcome 4.3- Students will present and share  
General Outcome 5- Students will respect, support and collaborate with others 
 

Mathematics 
Outcome Summary- Activities that take place in the mathematics classroom should stem from a problem-solving 
approach, be based on mathematical processes and lead students to an understanding of the nature of mathematics 
through specific knowledge, skills and attitudes among and between strands 
 

Science 
General Outcome 4-1 Investigate the nature of things, demonstrating purposeful action that leads to inferences 
supported by observations 
General Outcome 4-2 Identify patterns and order in objects and events studied.; and record observations, using 
pictures, words and charts; and make predictions and generalizations based on observations. 
General Outcome 4-3 Investigate a practical problem, and develop a possible solution 
General Outcome 4-4 Demonstrate positive attitudes for the study of science and for the application of science in 
responsible ways 
General Outcome 4-5 Students will recognize that human activity can lead to the production of wastes, and identify 
alternatives for the responsible use and disposal of materials. 
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Alberta Learning Specific Outcomes 

Lesson One: Life’s Not Fair 

 
In this lesson, students will learn about resource distribution using mathematics and statistics. 
Students will work with their teacher to bake cookies containing 100 Smarties. After the cookies are baked, each 
will be laid out over a square section of the world map. They will discuss how unequal distribution of Smarties is 
like unequal distribution of resources.  
 

Specific Objectives 
Social Studies 

Specific Objectives 
Language Arts 

Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific Objectives 
Health, Physical 

Education, Art, Music 
and Dance 

Students will; 
 SS 4.1.1 Value Alberta’s 

physical geography and 
natural environment, 
appreciate the variety 
and abundance of 
natural resources in 
Alberta 

 SS 4.1.4 Analyze how 
Albertans interact with 
their environment by 
exploring, how natural 
resources are used by 
Albertans 

 SS 4.S.3 Develop skills 
of geographic thinking, 
construct graphs, tables, 
charts and maps to 
interpret information 

 SS 4.S.4 Demonstrate 
skills of decision 
making and problem 
solving, solve problems 
requiring the sorting, 
organizing, classifying, 
and extending of data 

 SS 4.S.7 Apply the 
research process, draw 
and support conclusions 
based on information 
gathered, to answer a 
research question 

 SS 4.S.8 Demonstrate 
skills of oral, written 
and visual literacy, 
listen to others in order 
to understand their 
perspectives 

Students will; 
 1.1 Ask questions, 

paraphrase and discuss to 
explore ideas and 
understand new concepts 

 1.2 Explore ways to find 
additional ideas and 
information to extend 
understanding 

 2.3 Identify various ways 
that information can be 
recorded and presented 
visually 

 3.1 Develop and follow a 
class plan for accessing 
and gathering ideas and 
information 

 3.2 Recall important 
points, and make and 
revise predictions 
regarding upcoming 
information 

 5.2 Take responsibility 
for collaborating with 
others to achieve group 
goals 

Students will; 
 Number 4.6 

Demonstrate an 
understanding of 
multiplication to solve 
problems 

 Number 4.8 
Demonstrate an 
understanding of 
fractions 

 Number 4.9 Represent 
and describe decimals 

 4.10 Relate decimals to 
fractions and fractions 
to decimals 

 Patterns and Relations 
4.4 identify and explain 
mathematical 
relationships using 
charts and diagrams to 
solve problems 

 Statistics and 
Probability 4.1 Collect, 
display and analyze 
data to solve problems. 

Students will; 
 Health R-4.4 

Demonstrate respectful 
communication skills  

 Health R-4.8 Describe 
and accept roles and 
responsibilities within a 
group 

 Health L-4.1 Develop 
and apply skills for 
personal organization/ 
study 
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Lesson Two: What a Waste 

 
In this lesson, students will learn about the two ways that waste is produced. They will work as two large groups to 
research types of waste included in their waste production category. They will present this information to their peers. 
 

Specific Objectives 
Social Studies 

Specific Objectives 
Language Arts 

Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific Objectives 
Health, Physical 

Education, Art, Music 
and Dance 

Students will; 
 SS 4.1.1 Value Alberta’s 

physical geography and 
natural environment, 
demonstrate care and 
concern for the 
environment through 
their choices and actions 

 SS 4.3.1 Appreciate 
factors contributing to 
quality of life in Alberta, 
demonstrate respect for 
the rights, opinions and 
perspectives of others 

 SS 4.S.1 Develop skills 
of critical and creative 
thinking, generate 
original ideas and 
strategies in individual 
and group activities 

 SS 4.S.4 Demonstrate 
skills of decision 
making and problem 
solving, select and use 
technology to assist in 
problem solving 

 SS 4.S.5 Demonstrate 
skills of cooperation, 
conflict resolution and 
consensus building, 
consider the needs and 
points of view of others 

 SS 4.S.7 Apply the 
research process, 
organize and synthesize 
information gathered 
from a variety of 
sources 

Students will; 
 1.1 Ask questions, 

paraphrase and discuss to 
explore ideas and 
understand new concepts 

 1.2 Explore ways to find 
additional ideas and 
information to extend 
understanding 

 2.3 Identify various ways 
that information can be 
recorded and presented 
visually 

 3.1 Develop and follow a 
class plan for accessing 
and gathering ideas and 
information 

 3.2 Recall important 
points, and make and 
revise predictions 
regarding upcoming 
information 

 5.2 Take responsibility 
for collaborating with 
others to achieve group 
goals 

Students will; 
 Science 4-3 Investigate 

a practical problem, 
and develop a possible 
solution 

 Science 4-5 Recognize 
that human activity can 
lead to the production 
of wastes, and identify 
alternatives for the 
responsible use and 
disposal of materials 

 Science 4-5.1 Identify 
plant and animal 
wastes, and describe 
how they are recycled 
in nature 

 Science 4-5.2 Identify 
and classify wastes that 
result from human 
activity 

 Science 4-5.5 
Distinguish between 
wastes that are readily 
biodegradable and 
those that are not 

 Patterns and Relations 
4.1 Identify and 
describe patterns found 
in charts and tables 

 

Students will; 
 Health R-4.4 

Demonstrate respectful 
communication skills  

 Health R-4.8 Describe 
and accept roles and 
responsibilities within a 
group 

 Health L-4.1 Develop 
and apply skills for 
personal organization/ 
study 
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Lesson Three: Global Footprint 

 
In this lesson, students will learn that the resources of the world are finite and will consider the resource usage of 
nations. As a part of this exercise, students will be involved in measuring their daily waste products. Students will 
calculate the actual amount of waste they generate if they take out the reusable portions. 
Students will then write a persuasive letter to their families or school administration. 
 

Specific Objectives 
Social Studies 

Specific Objectives 
Language Arts 

Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific Objectives 
Health, Physical 

Education, Fine Arts 
Students will; 
 Value Alberta’s physical 

geography and natural 
environment, appreciate 
how land sustains 
communities and quality 
of life 

 SS 4.1.4 Analyze how 
Albertans interact with 
their environment by 
exploring how natural 
resources are used by 
Albertans 

 SS 4.3.1 Appreciate the 
factors contributing to 
the quality of life in 
Alberta, value and 
respect their 
relationships with the 
environment 

 SS 4.S.3 Develop skills 
of geographic thinking, 
identify the location of 
sources of nonrenewable 
resources  

 SS 4.S.4 Demonstrate 
skills of decision 
making and problem 
solving, use data 
gathered from a variety 
of electronic sources to 
address identified 
problems 

 SS 4.S.5 Demonstrate 
skills of cooperation, 
conflict resolution and 
consensus building; 
work collaboratively 
with others to complete 
a group task 

Students will; 
 1.1 Ask questions, 

paraphrase and discuss to 
explore ideas and 
understand new concepts 

 1.2 Explore ways to find 
additional ideas and 
information to extend 
understanding 

 3.1 Ask relevant 
questions, and respond to 
questions related to 
particular topics 

 3.2 Identify information 
sources that inform, 
persuade or entertain, 
and use such sources 
appropriately 

 3.4 Communicate ideas 
and information in a 
variety of oral, print, and 
other media texts  

 4.1 Revise to ensure an 
understandable 
progression of ideas and 
information 

 4.3 Present to peers ideas 
and information on a 
topic of interest in a well 
organized form 

 

Students will; 
 Science 4-3 Investigate a 

practical problem, and 
develop a possible 
solution 

 Science 4-5 Recognize 
that human activity can 
lead to the production of 
wastes, and identify 
alternatives for the 
responsible use and 
disposal of materials 

 Science 4-5.3 Describe 
alternative methods of 
disposal, and identify 
possible advantages of 
each 

 Science 4-5.6 Identify 
methods of waste 
disposal currently used 
within the local 
community 

 Science 4-5.8 Identify 
alternative materials and 
processes that may 
decrease the amount of 
waste 

 Science 4-5.11 Identify 
actions that individuals 
and groups can take to 
minimize the production 
of wastes 

 Shape and Space 4.0 Use 
direct and indirect 
measurement to solve 
problems 

 Number 4.5 Describe 
and apply mental 
mathematics strategies 

Students will; 
 Health R-4.1 

Recognize that 
individuals can have a 
positive and negative 
influence on others 

 Health R-4.4 
Demonstrate 
respectful 
communication skills 

 Health R- 4.8 Describe 
and accept roles and 
responsibilities within 
a group 

 

 



 “Learn More,Take Action.” 

 
 

  
  

9 

Lesson Four: A Global Market 

 
In this activity students will work together to break down a simple object into basic parts and find the sources of 
those parts. Students will then plot the part location on a map and connect the points based on the order in which 
they think that item was assembled. Students will then discuss the paths they plotted, and how many communities 
are impacted by the items they own 
 

Specific Objectives 
Social Studies 

Specific Objectives 
Language Arts 

Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific Objectives 
Health, Physical 

Education, Art, Music 
and Dance 

Students will;  
 SS 4.S.1 Develop skills 

of critical and creative 
thinking, seek responses 
to inquiries from various 
authorities through 
electronic media 

 SS 4.S.3 Develop skills 
of geographic thinking,  
identify the sources of 
nonrenewable resources 

 SS 4.S.4 Demonstrate 
skills of decision 
making and problem 
solving, use data 
gathered from  variety 
of sources to address an 
identified problem 

 SS 4.S.5 Demonstrate 
skills of cooperation, 
conflict resolution, and 
consensus building; 
work collaboratively 
with others to complete 
a group task 

 SS 4.S.7 Apply the 
research process, draw 
and support conclusions, 
based on information 
gathered, to answer a 
research question 

 SS 4.S.8 Demonstrate 
skills of oral, written 
and visual literacy, 
create visual images for 
particular audiences and 
purposes 

 SS 4.S.9 Develop skills 
of media literacy, 
compare information on 
the same topic 

Students will; 
 1.1 Compare new ideas, 

information and 
experiences to prior 
knowledge and 
experience 

 1.2 Use talk, notes,  
personal writing and 
representing to record 
and reflect on ideas, 
information and 
experience 

 2.4 Select and use visuals 
that enhance meaning of 
oral, print and other 
media texts 

 3.2 Locate information to 
answer research 
questions, using a variety 
of sources, such as maps, 
atlases, charts, 
dictionaries, school 
libraries, video 
programs, elders in the 
community and field 
trips 

 3.3 Paraphrase 
information from oral, 
print and other media 
sources 

 4.3 Present to peers ideas 
and information on a 
topic of interest, in a well 
organized form 

 5.2 Take responsibility 
for collaborating with 
others to achieve group 
goals 

Students will; 
 Science 4-1 Investigate 

the nature of things, 
demonstrating 
purposeful action that 
leads to inferences 
supported by 
observations 

 Science 4-3 Investigate 
a practical problem, 
and develop a possible 
solution 

 Science 4-4 
Demonstrate positive 
attitudes for the study 
of science and for the 
application of science 
in responsible ways 

 ICT C1- Access, use 
and communicate 
information from a 
variety of technologies  

 ICT C4- Use 
organizational 
processes and tools to 
manage the inquiry 
process (2.2 Organize 
information, using tools 
such as electronic 
webbing, spreadsheets, 
and databases) 

 ICT C6- Use 
technology to 
investigate and/or solve 
problems (2.1 select 
and use technology to 
assist in problem 
solving), (2.2 Use data 
gathered from a variety 
of electronic sources to 
address identified 
problems) 

 

Students will; 
 Health R-4.4 

Demonstrate respectful 
communication skills  

 Health R-4.8 Describe 
and accept roles and 
responsibilities within a 
group 

 Health L-4.1 Develop 
and apply skills for 
personal organization/ 
study 
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Lesson Five: Who Lives in a Global Village Lesson 

 
Students will discuss their family’s countries of origin and plot them on a large world map. Students will then be 
read, ‘If the World Were a Village’ by David Smith or watch the video of the same name either through, 
www.teachertube.com or on, www.iftheworldwereavillage.com. 
They will consider the things that surprised them about world demographics and discuss in small groups. 
**The book created by the students can be professionally bound and sold as a fundraiser** 

 
Specific Objectives 

Social Studies 
Specific Objectives 

Language Arts 
Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific Objectives 
Health, Physical 
Education, Fine 

Arts 
Students will; 
 SS 4.3.1 Appreciate 

factors contributing to 
quality of life in Alberta, 
value and respect their 
own cultural identities 

 SS 4.S.1 Develop skills 
of critical and creative 
thinking, re-evaluate 
opinions to broaden an 
understanding of a topic 
or issue 

 SS 4.S.5 Demonstrate 
skills of cooperation, 
conflict resolution, and 
consensus building; 
demonstrate the ability 
to deal constructively 
with diversity and 
disagreement 

 SS 4.S.7 Apply the 
research process, 
formulate new questions 
as research progresses 

 SS 4.S.8 Demonstrate 
skills of oral, written 
and visual literacy; 
organize and present 
information, taking 
particular audiences and 
purposes into 
consideration 

Students will; 
 1.2 Use talk, notes,  personal 

writing and representing to 
record and reflect on ideas, 
information and experience 

 2.4 Select and use visuals that 
enhance meaning of oral, print 
and other media texts 

 3.1 Ask relevant questions, and 
respond to questions related to 
particular topics 

 3.2 Recall important points, and 
make and revise predictions 
regarding upcoming 
information 

 3.3 Record ideas and 
information that are on topic 

 3.4 Select visuals and/ or other 
media to add interest and to 
engage the audience 

 4.1 Use an increasing variety of 
words to express and extend 
understanding of concepts 
related to personal interests and 
topics of study 

 4.3 Connect own ideas, 
opinions and experiences to 
those communicated in oral and 
visual presentations 

 5.1 Appreciate that responses to 
some oral, print or other media 
texts may be different 

 5.2 Share personal knowledge 
of a topic to develop purposes 
for research or investigations 
and possible categories of 
questions 

Students will; 
 Statistics and 

Probability 4.1 
Collect, display and 
analyze data to solve 
problems. 

 ICT C4- Use 
organizational 
processes and tools 
to manage inquiry 

 ICT C6- Use 
technology to 
investigate and/or 
solve problems (2.1 
select and use 
technology to assist 
in problem solving), 
(2.2 use data 
gathered from a 
variety of electronic 
sources to address 
identified problems) 

 

Students will; 
 Health R-4.4 

Demonstrate 
respectful 
communication 
skills  

 Art Component 7- 
Create emphasis 
based on artistic 
choices 

 Art Component 9- 
Will add finishing 
touches 

 Art Purpose 4- 
express a feeling or 
message 

 
 

 

http://www.teachertube.com/
http://www.iftheworldwereavillage.com/
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Lesson Six: We’re All Connected 

 
This lesson introduces the students to Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes, while prompting student empathy. 
Students will create life sized comparisons between themselves and the main character. 
Students will also compare the Millennium Development Goals of two nations (Japan and Canada) using bar graphs 
and analyzing percentages.  
 

Specific Objectives 
Social Studies 

Specific Objectives 
Language Arts 

Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific Objectives 
Health, Physical 

Education, Art, Music 
and Dance 

Students will; 
 SS 4.3.1 Appreciate 

factors contributing to 
quality of life in Alberta, 
demonstrate respect for 
the rights, opinions and 
perspectives of others 

 SS 4.S.1 Develop skills 
of critical and creative 
thinking, re-evaluate 
opinions to broaden 
understanding of a topic 
or issue 

 SS 4.S.5 Demonstrate 
skills of cooperation, 
conflict resolution, and 
consensus building; 
demonstrate an 
awareness of the skills 
required for compromise 
and consensus building. 

 SS 4.S.8 Demonstrate 
skills of oral, written 
and visual literacy; 
Create visual images for 
particular audiences and 
purposes 

Students will; 
 1.2 Use talk, notes,  

personal writing and 
representing to record 
and reflect on ideas, 
information and 
experience 

 2.4 Select and use visuals 
that enhance meaning of 
oral, print and other 
media texts 

 3.1 Ask relevant 
questions, and respond to 
questions related to 
particular topics 

 3.2 Recall important 
points, and make and 
revise predictions 
regarding upcoming 
information 

 3.3 Record ideas and 
information that are on 
topic 

 5.1 Appreciate that 
responses to some oral, 
print or other media texts 
may be different 

 5.2 Share personal 
knowledge of a topic to 
develop purposes for 
research or investigations 
and possible categories 
of questions 

Students will; 
 Number 4.8 

Demonstrate an 
understanding of 
fractions 

 Number 4.9 Represent 
and describe decimals 

 Number 4.10 Relate 
decimals to fractions 
and fractions to 
decimals 

 Patterns and Relations 
4.4 Identify and 
explain mathematical 
relationships using 
charts and diagrams to 
solve problems 

 Statistics and 
Probability 4.1 Collect, 
display and analyze 
data to solve problems 

 ICT C1- Access, use 
and communicate 
information from a 
variety of technologies  

 ICT C4- Use 
organizational 
processes and tools to 
manage inquiry  

 ICT C6- Use 
technology to 
investigate and/or 
solve problems (2.2 
use data gathered from 
a variety of electronic 
sources to address 
identified problems),  

 ICT C7- Use electronic 
research techniques to 
construct personal 
knowledge  

Students will; 
 Health R-4.4 

Demonstrate respectful 
communication skills  

 Health R-4.8 Describe 
and accept roles and 
responsibilities within a 
group 

 Art Component 7- 
Create emphasis based 
on artistic choices 

 Art Component 9- Will 
add finishing touches 

 Art Purpose 4- express a 
feeling or message 
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Lesson Seven: Butterfly Wings 

 
In this lesson, students will participate in a full class discussion about the impacts nations have on each other. They 
will focus on the impact of the nuclear bomb, and how Japan has had negative and positive outcomes from its 
relationship with other nations. 
 

Specific Objectives 
Social Studies 

Specific Objectives 
Language Arts 

Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific Objectives 
Health, Physical 

Education, Art, Music 
and Dance 

Students will; 
 SS 4.3.1 Appreciate the 

factors contributing to 
quality of life in Alberta, 
demonstrate respect for 
the rights, opinions and 
perspectives of others 

 SS 4.S.1 Develop skills 
of critical and creative 
thinking, generate 
original ideas and 
strategies in individual 
and group activities 

 SS 4.S.4 Demonstrate 
skills of decision 
making and problem 
solving, identify 
situations where a 
decision needs to be 
made and a problem 
requires attention. 

 SS 4.S.5 Demonstrate 
skills of cooperation, 
conflict resolution and 
consensus building; 
work collaboratively 
with others to complete 
a group task 

 SS 4.S.7 Apply the 
research process, 
formulate new questions 
as research progresses 

Students will; 
 1.1 Ask questions, 

paraphrase and discuss to 
explore ideas and 
understand new concepts 

 1.2 Use talk, notes,  
personal writing and 
representing to record 
and reflect on ideas, 
information and 
experience 

 3.1 Ask relevant 
questions, and respond to 
questions related to 
particular topics 

 5.2 Share personal 
knowledge of a topic to 
develop purposes for 
research or investigations 
and possible categories 
of questions 

 

 Students will; 
 Health R-4.1 Recognize 

that individuals can 
have a positive and 
negative influence on 
others 
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Lesson Eight: Why Should I Care? 

 
In this lesson, students will learn various definitions of poverty. Students will work in pairs to try and make $1 or $2 
last them through a day. 
 

Specific Objectives 
Social Studies 

Specific Objectives 
Language Arts 

Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific Objectives 
Health, Physical 

Education, Art, Music 
and Dance 

Students will; 
 SS 4.S.1 Develop skills 

of critical and creative 
thinking, generate 
original ideas and 
strategies in individual 
and group activities 

 SS 4.S.4 Demonstrate 
skills of decision 
making and problem 
solving, select and use 
technology to assist in 
problem solving 

 SS 4.S.5 Demonstrate 
skills of cooperation, 
conflict resolution and 
consensus building; 
work collaboratively 
with others to complete 
a group task 

 SS 4.S.8 Demonstrate 
skills of oral, written 
and visual literacy; 
listen to others in order 
to understand their 
perspectives 

Students will; 
 1.1 Ask questions, 

paraphrase and discuss to 
explore ideas and 
understand new concepts 

 1.2 Explore ways to find 
additional ideas and 
information to extend 
understanding 

 3.1 Ask relevant 
questions, and respond to 
questions related to 
particular topics 

 

Students will; 
 Number 4.6 

demonstrate 
multiplication to solve 
problems 

 Number 4.9 Represent 
and describe decimals  

 Statistics and 
Probability 4.1 Collect, 
display and analyze 
data to solve problems 

 ICT C1- Access, use 
and communicate 
information from a 
variety of technologies 

 ICT C4- Use 
organizational 
processes and tools to 
manage inquiry 

 ICT C6- Use 
technology to 
investigate and/or solve 
problems (2.1 Select 
and use technology to 
assist in problem 
solving), (Use data 
gathered from a variety 
of electronic sources to 
address identified 
problems), (2.7 
generate alternative 
solutions to problems 
by using technology to 
facilitate the process) 

 ICT C7- Use electronic 
research techniques to 
construct personal 
knowledge and 
meaning 

 

Students will; 
 Health R-4.4 

Demonstrate respectful 
communication skills  
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Lesson Nine: The Value Of Education 

 
In this lesson, students will work in small groups to create a board game. The theme of this game will be ‘life’ and it 
must have education included in it somehow. After playing the games, students will discuss how valuable getting an 
education was in their games of ‘life’. They will talk about what real life would be like if they did not have the 
opportunity to gain an education. 
 

Specific Objectives 
Social Studies 

Specific Objectives 
Language Arts 

Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific Objectives 
Health, Physical 

Education, Art, Music 
and Dance 

Students will; 
 SS 4.S.1 Develop skills 

of critical and creative 
thinking, generate 
original ideas and 
strategies in individual 
and group activities 

 SS 4.S.4 Demonstrate 
skills of decision 
making and problem 
solving, select and use 
technology to assist in 
problem solving 

 SS 4.S.5 Demonstrate 
skills of cooperation, 
conflict resolution and 
consensus building; 
work collaboratively 
with others to complete 
a group task 

 SS 4.S.8 Demonstrate 
skills of oral, written 
and visual literacy; 
listen to others in order 
to understand their 
perspectives 

Students will; 
 3.2 Recall important 

points, and make and 
revise predictions 
regarding upcoming 
information 

 3.3 Record ideas and 
information that are on 
topic 

 3.4 Select visuals and/ or 
other media to add 
interest and to engage the 
audience 

 3.4 Communicate ideas 
and information in a 
variety of oral, print, and 
other media texts  

 4.3 Connect own ideas, 
opinions and experiences 
to those communicated 
in oral and visual 
presentations 

 5.2 Share personal 
knowledge of a topic to 
develop purposes for 
research or investigations 
and possible categories 
of questions 

 Students will; 
 Health R-4.4 

Demonstrate respectful 
communication skills 
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Lesson Ten: Time To Make a Change 

 
In this lesson and project, students will recap all of the previous lessons. They will define activism and learn that 
they are capable of causing change in the world.  
They will work to create their own NGO, and vote on which of the proposed fundraising projects to execute as a 
class. 
 

Specific Objectives 
Social Studies 

Specific Objectives 
Language Arts 

Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific Objectives 
Health, Physical 

Education, Art, Music 
and Dance 

Students will; 
 SS 4.S.1 Develop skills 

of critical and creative 
thinking, generate 
original ideas and 
strategies in individual 
and group activities 

 SS 4.S.4 Demonstrate 
skills of decision 
making and problem 
solving, select and use 
technology to assist in 
problem solving 

 SS 4.S.5 Demonstrate 
skills of cooperation, 
conflict resolution and 
consensus building; 
work collaboratively 
with others to complete 
a group task 

 SS 4.S.8 Demonstrate 
skills of oral, written 
and visual literacy; 
listen to others in order 
to understand their 
perspectives 

Students will; 
 1.2 Use talk, notes,  

personal writing and 
representing to record 
and reflect on ideas, 
information and 
experience 

 3.1 Ask relevant 
questions, and respond to 
questions related to 
particular topics 

 3.2 Recall important 
points, and make and 
revise predictions 
regarding upcoming 
information 

 3.3 Record ideas and 
information that are on 
topic 

 3.4 Select visuals and/ or 
other media to add 
interest and to engage the 
audience 

 4.1 Use an increasing 
variety of words to 
express and extend 
understanding of 
concepts related to 
personal interests and 
topics of study 

 4.3 Connect own ideas, 
opinions and experiences 
to those communicated 
in oral and visual 
presentations 

 5.2 Share personal 
knowledge of a topic to 
develop purposes for 
research or investigations 
and possible categories 
of questions 

Students will; 
 ICT C1- Access, use 

and communicate 
information from a 
variety of technologies 

 ICT C4- Use 
organizational 
processes and tools to 
manage inquiry 

 ICT C6- Use 
technology to 
investigate and/or solve 
problems (2.1 Select 
and use technology to 
assist in problem 
solving), (Use data 
gathered from a variety 
of electronic sources to 
address identified 
problems), (2.7 
generate alternative 
solutions to problems 
by using technology to 
facilitate the process) 

 ICT C7- Use electronic 
research techniques to 
construct personal 
knowledge and 
meaning 

 
 

** Depending on the 
requirements that the 

teacher sets for the NGO 
proposal, there could be 

many mathematic 
objectives met ** 

Students will; 
 Health R-4.1 Recognize 

that individuals can have 
a positive and negative 
influence on the feelings 
of others 

 Health R-4.4 
Demonstrate respectful 
communication skills 

 Health R 4.6 Identify 
and describe ways to 
provide support to others 
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Lesson Eleven: Getting to Work 

 
With teacher and administrative assistance, the students will work to create fundraising materials and campaign for 
the issue/s they have chosen. 
 
 

Specific Objectives 
Social Studies 

Specific Objectives 
Language Arts 

Specific Objectives 
Mathematics and 

Science 

Specific Objectives 
Health, Physical 

Education, Art, Music 
and Dance 

Students will; 
 SS 4.S.1 Develop skills 

of critical and creative 
thinking, generate 
original ideas and 
strategies in individual 
and group activities 

 SS 4.S.4 Demonstrate 
skills of decision 
making and problem 
solving, select and use 
technology to assist in 
problem solving 

 SS 4.S.5 Demonstrate 
skills of cooperation, 
conflict resolution and 
consensus building; 
work collaboratively 
with others to complete 
a group task 

 SS 4.S.8 Demonstrate 
skills of oral, written 
and visual literacy; 
listen to others in order 
to understand their 
perspectives 

 
** This has the potential 
to tie in far more 
curricular elements, it 
varies greatly depending 
on the nature of the 
project that students would 
like to attempt** 

** This has the potential 
to tie in far more 
curricular elements, it 
varies greatly depending 
on the nature of the 
project that students would 
like to attempt** 

** This has the potential 
to tie in far more 
curricular elements, it 
varies greatly depending 
on the nature of the 
project that students would 
like to attempt** 

Students will; 
 Health R-4.1 Recognize 

that individuals can have 
a positive and negative 
influence on the feelings 
of others 

 Health R-4.4 
Demonstrate respectful 
communication skills 

 Health R 4.6 Identify 
and describe ways to 
provide support to others 

 Health R-4.8 Describe 
and accept roles and 
responsibilities within a 
group 

 Health L -4.3 
Demonstrate effective 
decision making, 
focusing on careful 
information gathering 

 Health L -4.8 Select, 
perform as a class and 
analyze volunteer 
accomplishments 

 
** This has the potential 
to tie in far more 
curricular elements, it 
varies greatly depending 
on the nature of the 
project that students would 
like to attempt** 
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Becoming Global Citizens 
Lesson One: Life Is Not Fair 

“If everyone howled at every injustice, every act of barbarism, every act of unkindness, then we would be taking the 
first step towards a real humanity.”  ~Nelson DeMille 

Introduction: 
This lesson teaches students about the unequal distribution of resources and how that impacts the residents of 
nations. 
 

Word Bank 
 

Distribution 
Resident 
Resource 
Disparity 
Wealth

Resources: 
 Flour, Eggs, Smarties*, Sugar, and other ingredients for 32 cookies 
 Recipe 
 Oven 
 Bowls and spoons 
 Large map of the World 
 Tens Charts 
* Chocolate chips will be much messier and might melt and cause confusion 

 
Procedure: 
Step One: 
The teacher will ask the students to think about their impressions of living in Alberta. Is it a rich or poor area? Then, 
ask the students about countries that they think have less. Why do they assume that is? Why do some places in the 
world have less than others. They will write down their responses on the board. 

17 

 
Step Two: 
The teacher will work with the students to define the term resources. The teacher 
will then explain that by making cookies, it is possible to understand why some 
nations have more resources than others. In order to do this, the students must first 
help to count out a definite number of one ingredient (Smarties).   
 
Step Three:  
In small groups, students will count out 100 (or 50) Smarties. 
 
Step Four: 
Students will work with in their groups to measure out ingredients and make 
cookies. They will mix in the 100 (or 50) Smarties last. When forming the cookies, form exactly 32 

Note To Teachers; 
After handling these 
cookies that much, it is 
not a good idea for your 
students to consume 
them. Perhaps have 
some store bought or 
other cookies as a 
reward for your 
student’s hard work

 
Step Five: 
After the cookies have baked and had a chance to cool, the groups will place one cookie inside each square of the 
map. 
 
Step Six: 
The teacher will ask the students if they think that each cookie will contain the same amount of Smarties. Their 
answers will be recorded on the board next to their previous predictions. 
Students will work in their groups to come up with a system of organization to organize the information they are 
about to gather about their cookies. 
 
Step Seven: 
In the groups, students will take all of the Smarties out of their cookies one at a time and count them. Students will 
use tally marks to keep track of the number and color of Smarties in each of their cookies. They will then record 
these numbers into the square on the map that corresponds with their cookie. 
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This process will repeat until all of the cookies have had their Smarties counted by the students and recorded on the 
map. 
 
Step Eight: 
The teacher and students will discuss the distribution of Smarties. The teacher will guide the students to the 
conclusion that while it was not done on purpose, none of the cookies have an equal number of Smarties in them. 
They will also take note of the variety of colour among the cookies. 
 
Step Nine: 
The teacher will then explain that the Smarties are like resources. All countries have some, but not all countries 
have the same number or same kind. 
Resources are how countries accumulate wealth. Because the resources are distributed unequally, the world’s 
wealth is too. 
 
Step Ten: 
Students will discuss this disparity in their groups. They will answer three questions. 

 Does unequal resources (Smarties) make one country (cookie) better than another? 
 Should all of the world’s resources be shared? 
 Should all countries have access to equal amounts of certain types of resources? 
 Should richer countries share their resources with the poorer ones? 

18 

 
Step Eleven: 
The class will come together and share the group responses to each of these 
questions. They will discuss if there are any agreements or disagreements. 
Was their understanding of inequity at the start of the class, the same as 
their understanding at the end? 
 
Step Twelve: 
Students will work individually to calculate how many Smarties each cookie 
would have if they were divided evenly using division.  

Note to Teachers: 
This lesson does not have to be 
conducted all at once. It can be 
done in sections.  
There are also other possible 
connections and calculations for 
students to do. Use your 
imagination! 

They will then calculate how many of each colored Smartie each cookie 
would have if even the colors were distributed equally. 
They will write brief sentences at the bottom of these problems answering the following question; 

 Would it be possible to divide all of the world’s resources equally between everyone, or would the equation 
be too complex? 

 
Assessment: 
Were the students engaged in the activity? 
Did the students understand the metaphor of cookies as resources? 
Were the students able to complete the calculations and show their work?
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Resourceful Cookies 
 
 
Ingredients 
 
1 cup butter, softened  
3/4 cup granulated sugar  
3/4 cup firmly packed brown sugar  
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
2 large eggs  
2 1/4 cups all-purpose flour  
1 teaspoon baking soda  
1/2 teaspoon salt  
100 (or 50) Smarties  
 
 
Method 

1. Preheat oven to 375°F (190°C).  
2. In a large mixing bowl cream together butter, sugar, brown sugar and 

vanilla. Stir in eggs; beating well.  
3. In another bowl, combine flour, baking soda and salt. Gradually add flour 

mixture to butter mixture, stirring until thoroughly combined. Stir in 
Smarties.  

4. Drop by teaspoonfuls onto an ungreased baking sheet. Bake for 8 to 10 
minutes. Cool slightly before removing from the baking sheet.  

19 
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Lesson Two: What a Waste 

“The world we have created is a product of our thinking. It cannot be changed without changing our thinking”.  -
Albert Einstein (German-born Theoretical Physicist) 

Introduction: 
In this lesson, students will learn about the causes of waste in the world. 
 

21 

Resources: 
 Computer and Library Access 
 Paper, Pencils and Notebooks 
 Dictionary 

 
Procedure: 
Step One: 
Now that the students have defined resources and learned that they occur in different amounts around the world. Ask 
the students to come up with examples of resources that they consume daily. 

Word Bank 
 

process 
consumption 

resources 

 
Step Two: 
Relate the consumption of resources to the idea of waste. Ask the students to try and define waste as a collective. 
Write their definition of waste on the board, then have a student look up the dictionary’s definition and write it 
directly beside theirs. 
 
Step Three: 
Draw the following diagram on the board and explain that there are two sources of waste in out world. 
 

 

Waste 

Natural 
Processes 

Human 
Technology 

 
Step Four: 
Separate the class into two groups and explain that each half of the class will be researching one of the causes of 
waste.  

Note To Teachers: 
If you would like to focus 
solely on Alberta, you could 
narrow the research topic to 
the oil industry. What 
natural processes related to 
the oil industry cause waste? 
And how does the human 
technology involved in the 
oil industry cause waste? 
Can waste be prevented in 
this industry? 

Working together as a class design a timeline and marking rubric for the students 
to follow which includes but is not limited to the follow criteria; 

 Discover examples of waste produced through natural processes or 
human technology 

 Research the production of this waste; how is it created and why? 
 Work as a group to design a creative way to display and present this 

information to the class. (Drama skit, movie, slideshow, website, etc.) 
 Work within the decided upon timeline. 

 
Step Five: 
Grant students access to sources of information and give them guidance as to how 
best utilize it. The organizer below may be used to help students organize their 
thoughts and information. Allow them time to complete this research and the 
project.  
 
Step Six:  
If the students are having difficulty, assist them by narrowing the topic they are researching, or pointing them 
toward good resources.  
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Once the students have completed their project, showcase their work and allow them to present their information to 
the class. 
 
Step Seven:  
Now that students understand that waste is created through more than one process, ask them to reconsider the 
resources they use on a daily basis.  
 
Step Eight: 
Have the students write a brief journal entry reflecting on their use of resources. 
 
Assessment: 
Did the students complete comprehensive research on their topics? 
Did the students use appropriate sources of information (ie. Not Wikipedia)? 
Were the students engaged in the process of discovery? 
Did the student present their information effectively? 
Could the students work as a cohesive unit to complete the project? 
Could the students manage their time effectively? 
 
Have the students complete the Self and Group Assessment.* 
*Attached in the Appendix -Print double sided if possible* 
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Lesson Three: Global Footprint 

“We must not, in trying to think about how we can make a big difference, ignore the small daily difference we can 
make which, over time, add up to big differences that we often cannot foresee.”  - Marian Wright Edelman 

(American Activist) 

Introduction 
In this lesson, students will relate the concept of having a finite amount of resources, to the idea that some waste can 
be prevented and reduced. 
 

Word Bank 
 

Finite 
Waste 

Reduce 
Ecological Footprint 

Compost 
Recycle 

Resources 
 Bathroom Scale 
 Large Plastic Container 
 www.myfootprint.org or www.zerofootprintkids.com  
 Computer Access 
 Three smaller containers 
 Rubber Gloves 
 Global Warming Fact Sheet 
 Books about Global Warming* 

*If available 
 
Preparation: 
Place the large plastic container on the scale and record the starting weight of the empty container. 
 
Procedure: 
Step One:  
Begin the day with a large plastic container on a scale. Instruct the students to place all of their waste items into this 
container for the day. 
 
Part One:  
 
Step Two: 
Later in the day, review the previous lessons about resource distribution and consumption. Stress the point that the 
world’s resources are finite. It is not possible to create more once they are gone, and thus we (as global citizens) 
must be conscious of our use of them. 
 
Step Three: 
Have the students fill out the quiz on www.myfootprint.org or www.zerofootprintkids.com  and record the number 
of earths required if everyone on the planet lived the same lifestyle as them. 
Help them answer questions if they are confused. 
 
Step Four:  
Discuss as a class why this number is important to know.  
 
Step Five: 
Give each of the students a fact sheet. Separate them into three groups, one for each of the consequences of global 
warming.  
 
Step Six: 
Have the students brainstorm in their groups to think of ways in which the class can help to reduce their ecological 
footprint and minimize global warming.  

23 
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Step Seven: 
Have the groups share with the class the ideas that they have come up with.  Discuss as a class which ones they 
think are viable and achievable as a school, and which would be better implemented at home. 
 
 
Part Two: 
 
Step Eight:  
Explain that the reason for collecting all of the waste in a different container was so that the class could weigh the 
waste that they produce. 
 
Step Nine:  
Have the students go over and record the new weight displayed on the scale. Explain that the container weighs 
something too and give them the weight of the empty container. Have the students calculate the mass of the waste 
created during the day. 
 
Step Ten: 
Have the students weigh and record the weight of the empty smaller containers.  
 
Step Eleven: 
Using the rubber gloves, have the students sort the garbage into the three smaller containers based on its properties. 
When they are finished sorting there should be a container of compostable materials, one of recyclables and one of 
waste. 
 
Step Twelve: 
Have the students re-weigh the containers with their contents and record the new weights. Ask the students to 
calculate the mass of the materials in the sorted containers. 
 
Step Thirteen: 
Talk to the students about their pervious suggestions, and ask them to reconsider the little actions that the class could 
do which would help to reduce the waste put into the world.  

24 

 
Step Fourteen: 

Note To Teachers: 
This is a good place 
to tie in persuasive 
writing. Another 
lesson to teach this 
might be necessary 

Now that the students have brainstormed ways that they can be more environmentally 
friendly, and they have participated in the activity. Explain to them that one way to cause 
change is to write a persuasive letter.  
Ask them to write a letter to the principal or their families asking them to be more 
environmentally friendly and suggesting ways to do so. Make sure that your students 
give sound reasoning for why this is important.  
 
Assessment: 
Were the students able to complete the calculations with minimal guidance? 
Did the students use persuasive writing skills to write their letters? 
Did the students develop different methods of reasoning and thinking about their world through these activities? 
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 Global Footprints Fact Sheet 
 
 
 

Country Number Of Earths Needed 
Canada 4.8 

United States 5.3 
Peru 0.7 
India 0.4 

Tunisia 0.77 
Ukraine 2.2 

 
 
Global Warming:  
Most of the energy we use- like electricity and heat in our homes and fuel for our cars- comes 
from the burning of fossil fuels, which are refined from oil that comes from the earth. When 
these fossil fuels are burned, they release carbon dioxide into the air. This carbon dioxide builds 
up in the atmosphere and slowly warms the earth, creating climate change. 
 
Scientists predict that if we don’t change the way we live, temperatures could rise by more than 
4.5 ◦C by the year 2100. This change might seem small, but in fact it will have a devastating 
impact on our earth. For example; 
 
 
Water:  
Warmer temperatures melt polar ice caps, causing ocean levels to rise. This leads to droughts and 
floods, which cause chaos and make it difficult or impossible for people in the developing world 
to grow food to eat. They also make water unsafe to drink, which is already a problem in the 
developing world but may also become a problem in North America. 
 
 
Health: 
It is easier for infectious diseases to spread at higher temperatures. This is a big problem in the 
developing world, where diseases like malaria kill many people. In North America, warmer 
temperatures and poor air quality will affect the health of people with heart disease and asthma 
and those people, like the elderly, who are sensitive to heat. 
 
 
Plants and Animals: 
The risk for some plants and animals will be much higher because their environments change. 
 
 

(Information from Free the Children and Ecological Footprint) 

25 
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Lesson Four: A Global Market 

 
“Education is learning what you didn't even know you didn't know.” -Daniel J. Boorstin  

 
Introduction:  
Now that students have become aware of the use of resources, they will relate that knowledge to the use of resources 
globally. 

Word Bank 
 

Produce 
Transport 

 
Resources: 

 Any novel where routine is discussed 
 Computers 
 Copies of World Map 
 World Map copies on transparency 
 Markers 
 Wet Erase Markers 

 
Procedure: 
Step One:  
Students will begin by reading a passage of a novel they have been reading in class, or have read during the year. 
(Please choose a passage where there are references to everyday objects. For example, one that references a 
character’s routine) While the teacher is reading the passage, students must pay attention and make note of all of the 
objects mentioned. 
 
Step Two: 
The teacher will discuss those objects with the students. Asking them what they think each object is made of, and 
where those parts come from. As the students answer, the teacher will write the responses down on the board. 
 
Step Three: 
The teacher will explain that all of the parts of an object are an accumulation of resources which come from around 
the world. The teacher will explain that their goal for the day was to figure out how many different country’s 
resources are needed to produce a single object. 
 
Step Four: 
The teacher will then divide the class into smaller groups and assign each group to one of the items mentioned in the 
book. 
 
Step Four: 
Ask the groups to research the items, to figure out all of the parts needed to make that item and where the resource 
to make that part comes from. 

Note To Teachers: 
If your students are 
struggling to think of the 
components of each object, 
have them reference books 
like The Way Things Work 
by DK Publishing 

 
Step Five: 
The students work together to ‘deconstruct’ the item and source its parts. 
 
Step Six: 
The students will plot the geographical points where the parts started on their 
maps. They will then connect the points in the order they think the item was 
made. 
 
Step Seven: 
Students will then plot the same points and pathways onto the transparency 
 
Step Eight: 
Students will examine their items path, and discuss why an object would need items from so many places for 
creation. Topics of conversation should include but not be limited to; 
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 The problem with transporting all of the resources 
 Could  the item be made more locally, and how. 
 Consideration of different materials for the item’s creation. 

 
Step Nine: 
Students will gather this information into a short presentation or poster. 
 
Step Ten: 
Gather the class together and allow each group to explain their item’s path and suggested alternative materials 
 
Step Eleven: 
When all of the student groups have presented, layer the transparencies on top of each other so the students can see 
all of the lines overlapping 
 
Step Twelve: 
Discuss what they students learned about the origins of items they use daily. Ask the students if they think the items 
they use make them more or less connected to other countries. 
Ask them what the benefits of this connection could be. 
 
Assessment: 
Did the students work well as a group? 
Were the students able to research their item effectively? 
Was the student’s presentation of the item’s journey clear? 
Did the students seem to understand the idea of interconnection better? 
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Lesson Five: Who Lives in a Global Village? 

 
“And above all, watch with glittering eyes the whole world around you because the greatest secrets are always 
hidden in the most unlikely places. Those who don't believe in magic will never find it.” - Roald Dahl (Author) 

 
Introduction:  
This lesson introduces global demographics to students, looking at who makes up our world population and key 
characteristics. 
 
Resources:  

Word Bank 
 

Demographic 
Population 

Statistic 
Origin 

 If the World Were a Village by David Smith or, If the World Were a Village video 
on www.teachertube.com or www.iftheworldwereavillage.com 

 Map of the world* 
 Stickers* 
 Paper 
 Markers and Pencil Crayons 
 http://www.blurb.com/bookify , or http://www.lulu.com/author/ or 

http://www.biguniverse.com/createkidsbooks to publish 
* can be done using SMART board technology 

 
Procedure: 
Step One:  
Explain to the students that they are connected to other countries by more than the goods they own and use. Many 
students’ families have come from other countries and other cultures and it is important to understand a little more 
about them. 
 
Step Two:  

Note To Teachers: 
If students are more 
advanced, you can have 
them collect the 
statistics for the entire 
grade or school and 
compose their books 
that way. 

Have the students to locate where they live. Identify the countries of origin for 
students and invite them to put a dot on the country where their family is from. 
 
Step Three:  
Explain the premise of the book/ video, If The World Were a Village, that the 
population of the world is a very big number (6.8 billion in 2011) but if we shrunk 
it to fit in a village of 100 people, this book/ video would describe what the people 
would be like. 
Ask the students to make predictions including; 

 Where most people would live? 
 What language most people would speak? 
 How old are most people? 
 

Step Four:  
Read the book, or watch the video.  

Note to Teachers: 
Students can also 
collect data by 
creating a survey on 
www.surveymonkey.
com a free survey 
making site 

Hold a class discussion and talk about what statistics surprised students most.  
 
Step Five: 
Working with the entire class, develop a strategy for collecting information, and 
decide on questions to ask. Have the students gather information about their own class 
in the same areas as the book did, or add others. See question sheet for sample 
questions. 
 
Step Six:  
When the students have completed gathering information, help them split it up into 
smaller chunks as it is done in the book. 
Discuss any statistics which may have surprised the students about their own community. 
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Step Seven: 
Have the students work individually or in small groups to illustrate and write their classroom statistic. 
 
Optional Step Eight: 
Bind all of the pages together to create, If World Were Our Classroom and give students access to the book they 
illustrated and wrote. 
**This is also a great idea for a fundraiser. Online companies will create hard cover copies of books like this one** 
 
Assessment: 
Were the students able to locate their identity within the global village? 
Were the students able to set up a method for data collection? 
Did the students express the demographic effectively? 
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The Global Village 

 

The Poorest Countries (20% of the World) 
 Have < 1% of all the cars 
 Have 1.5% of all telephone lines 
 Consume 1.1% of all the paper 
 Use 4% of all the energy (gas, oil, 

electricity) 
 Eat 5% of all the fish and meat 
 Get 0.2% of all the bank loans 

The Richest Countries (20% of the World) 
 Have 87% of all the cars 
 Have 74% of all the telephone lines 
 Consume 84% of all the paper 
 Use 58% of all the energy (gas, oil, 

electricity) 
 Eat 45% of all fish and meat 
 Get 94% of all the bank loans 

In this Village of 100 People: 
 
61 are Asian  
13 are African Of the 28 school aged villagers; 
12 are European 8 do not attend school 
8 are from South and Central America 16 of the adults can not read at all 
5 are from North America 1 person has a university or college degree 
1 is from Oceania  
 30 are Caucasian 
18 people speak Mandarin  
9 speak English There are 31 sheep, 23 cows, 15 pigs and 

189 chickens 8 speak Hindu 
6 speak Spanish  
4 speak Russian 50 people are hungry some or all of the time 
4 speak Bengali 20 people are severely undernourished 
3 speak Portuguese 13 of the 39 children can not get enough 

food to grow or stay healthy The rest of the village speak Japanese, 
German, French or some other language.  
  

30 people always have enough to eat 
15 people are overweight 

32 are Christian  
19 are Muslim 23 do not have access to safe, clean water 
13 are Hindu 42 do not have access to sanitation 
6 are Buddhist 24 have no electricity at all 
5 think that there are spirits in all of nature 32 breathe air that is unhealthy because of 

pollution 1 is Jewish 
9 practice other religions  
15 have no religious affiliation There are 24 TV’s, 30 telephones, and 7 

computers  
20 of the villagers are children 9 or younger  
19 are between the ages of 10-19 20 villagers live in fear of war, armed attack, 

landmines or organized violence 16 are between the ages of 20-29 
15 are between the ages of 30-39 
20 are between the ages of 40-59 
6 are between the ages of 60-69 
4 are over 70 
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If the World Were Our Classroom Questions 

 
 
Where are student’s families from? 
___ Asia 
___ Africa 
___ Europe 
___ North America 
___ South and Central America 
___ Oceania 
 
What languages do your students speak at 
home? 
___ Mandarin 
___ Hindu 
___ Spanish 
___ Russian 
___ Bengali 
___ Portuguese 
___ French 
___ Other 
 
What religion do students associate 
themselves with? * 
___ Christianity 
___ Muslim 
___ Hindu 
___ Buddhism  
___ Naturalism 
___ Judaism 
___ None 
 
* Optional question 

How old are the members of your 
classroom? 
___ 5 
___ 6 
___ 7 
___ 8 
___ Older 
 
 
What animals are owned by the students? 
___ Cats 
___ Dogs 
___ Fish 
___ Hamsters 
___ Rabbits 
___ Other 
 
How many of the following do the student’s 
families possess? 
___ TV’s 
___ Computers 
___ Telephones 
___ Music Players 
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Lesson Six: We’re All Connected 

“Thousands of candles can be lighted from a single candle, and the life of the candle will not be shortened.  
Happiness never decreases by being shared.”  -Buddha 

Introduction: 
In this lesson, students will consider how they are like children in other nations, and how they differ. It will also 
introduce the Millennium Development Goals. 
 

Word Bank 
 

Millennium 
Development 

Goals 
United Nations 

Resources: 
 Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes by Eleanor Coerr 
 Large sheets of paper (the size of the students) 
 Markers 
 Computers 
 http://www.indexmundi.com/japan/millennium-development-goals.html and 

http://www.indexmundi.com/canada/millennium-development-goals.html 
 Notebooks 
 Graph Paper 
 Pencil Crayons 
 

Procedure: 
Step One: 
As the students begin reading Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes, have them 
keep a list of ways that they are the same as Sadako, and another one which lists 
how they are different. 

Note To Teachers: 
The book Sadako and the 
Thousand Paper Cranes is 
on the  Alberta 
Education’s approved 
reading list for grade 4 
and can be tied into the 
curriculum in many more 
ways. Use your creativity! 

 
Step Two: 
When students are about half way through the novel, have them split up into pairs 
and trace one of their bodies onto a large sheet of paper.  
*This project can continue while the students are reading the novel* 
 
Step Three: 
Have the students divide the body vertically, and illustrate one half as Sadako and 
the other as themselves. 
Ask them to focus on the items on their list. 
 
Step Four: 
When all of the students have completed their Sadako/Selves, hang them up around the classroom 
 
Step Five: 
Hold a class discussion prompting with the following questions if necessary; 

 Were they surprised that they had so much in common with someone from across the world? 

Note To Teachers:  
You can also compare Japan 
to Alberta. Focusing on 
geology, geography, 
paleontology and climate to 
meet further Science 
curriculum requirements 

 Are the students more able to relate to Sadako now that they see her as 
more similar to themselves? 

 Do the students think that there are similar problems in Japan as there 
are in Canada? Can they think of examples? 

 
Step Six:  
Introduce the students to the Millennium Development Goals. Discuss why 
the United Nations decided to set them for nations.  
Read over the goals and basic facts with the students.  
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Step Seven: 
Explain to the students that Canada and Japan both have these kinds of goals set for them, and the United Nations is 
keeping track of their progress.  
As a class, select three of the following goals to research and compare; 

 Goal 2- Achieve Universal Primary Education 
 Goal 3- Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women 
 Goal 7- Ensure Environmental Stability 
 Goal 8- Develop a Global Partnership for Development 

 
Step Eight:  
Take the class to the computer room (or allow them access to in class computers) and have them go to 
http://www.indexmundi.com/japan/millennium-development-goals.html and 
http://www.indexmundi.com/canada/millennium-development-goals.html  
Have them click on one of the items under the chosen categories and write down all of the percentages given for that 
nation. Then, have them compare the same statistic for the other nation. 
 
Step Nine: 
When the students have written down all of the percentages, have them create 3 separate bar graphs, one for each of 
the statistics covered.  

34 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Note To Teachers: 
This lesson does not 
have to be completed in 
one large block of time. 
Divide it up as best suits 
your class.  
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Step Ten: 
Once the students have created their graphs, hold a class discussion and talk about the statistics that surprised them.  

 What country did they think was going to achieve their Millennium Development Goals first, why? 
 Are the two countries fairly similar? 

 
Assessment: 
Did the students create accurate bar graphs? 
Were the students engaged in the activity and more able to relate to the character in the novel? 
Did the visual impact of the Sadako/ Selves prompt thought? 

http://www.indexmundi.com/japan/millennium-development-goals.html
http://www.indexmundi.com/canada/millennium-development-goals.html
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Canadian International Development Agency 
 
Millennium Development Goals: 
 

1. Halve extreme poverty and hunger.  
 1.2 Billion people still live on less than $1 a day. But 43 countries, with more than 

60% of the world’s people, have already met or are on track to meet the goal of 
cutting hunger in half by 2015. 

2. Achieve universal primary education 
 113 million children do not attend school, but this goal is within reach; India for 

example, should have 95% of its children in school by 2005 
3. Empower women and promote equality between women and men 

 Two-thirds of the world’s illiterates are women, and 80% of it’s refugees are women 
and children. Since 1997 progress has been made in reaching and empowering poor 
women, nearly 19 million in 2009 alone. 

4. Reduce under five mortality by two-thirds 
 11 million young children die every year, but that number is down from 15 million in 

1980 
5. Reduce maternal mortality by three- quarters 

 In the developing world, the risk of dying in childbirth is 1:48. But virtually all 
countries now have safe motherhood programs and are poised fro progress 

6. Reverse the spread of disease, especially HIV/ AIDS and malaria 
 Killer diseases have erased a generation of development gains. Countries like Brazil, 

Senegal, Thailand and Uganda have shown that we can stop HIV in its tracks. 
7. Ensure environmental sustainability  

 More thank 1 billion people still lack access to safe drinking water; however, during 
the 1990’s, nearly 1 billion people gained access to safe water and as many to 
sanitation 

8. Create a global partnership for development, with targets for aid, trade and debt relief 
 Too many developing countries are spending more on debt service than on social 

services. New aid commitments made in the first half of 2002 alone, though, will 
reach an additional $12 billion per year by 2006. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(From the United Nations Department of Public Information) 
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What do the Millennium Development Goals Involve? 
 
At the United Nations Millennium Summit in September 2000, world leaders agreed on the eight 
Millennium Development Goals as targets that must be achieved by 2015. The goals are meant to 
combat poverty, hunger, disease, illiteracy, environmental degradation and discrimination 
against women. These are the goals that have been grouped into four themes: poverty, education, 
health and sustainable development.  
 
Most nations will only reach these targets with support from the international community. Here 
are each of the goals, what needs to be done to achieve them and the statistics that outline the 
challenges for each goal: 
 
Goal 1: Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger 
 
What we need to do: Cut the proportion of people living in extreme poverty and suffering from 
hunger in half between 1990 and 2015. 
 
The Challenge: 
 

 Today, more than 1 billion people around the world live on less than $1 a day, and about 
2.7 billion struggle to live on less than $2 a day. 

 
 In 2005, a total of 17 per cent or 815 million people in developing regions were 

undernourished. 
 

 600 million of the world’s children live in absolute poverty. 
 

 Someone dies of starvation every 3.6 seconds. Most of these deaths are children under the 
age of 5. 

 
Goal 2: Achieve Universal Primary Education 
 
What we need to do: Ensure all children—boys and girls alike—complete a full course of 
primary school. 
 
The Challenge: 
 

 About 120 million children between the ages of six and 11 are out of school. 
 
 Nearly three-quarters of these children live in sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia, and 56 

per cent are girls. 
 

 150 million children drop out of primary school before they have completed five years of 
education—the minimum required for achieving basic literacy. 
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 Only 37 out of 155 developing countries have achieved universal primary school 
completion. 

 
Goal 3: Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women 
 
What we need to do: Promote gender equality and the empowerment of women as basic human 
rights and allow women to participate equally in education, employment and political decision-
making. 
 
The Challenge: 
 

 Two-thirds of the world’s illiterate adults are women. 
 
 Women work two-thirds of the world’s working hours and yet earn only 10 per cent of 

the world’s income and own less than one per cent of the world’s property. 
 

 AIDS is spread twice as quickly among uneducated girls than among girls who have 
received even some schooling. 

 
 When a woman has at least a secondary education, her children are twice as likely to 

survive then children born to less educated mothers. 
 
Goal 4: Reduce Child Mortality 
 
What we need to do: Reduce the under-five child mortality rate by two-thirds between 1990 and 
2015. 
 
The Challenge: 
 

 Almost 11 million children under the age of five die each year from preventable causes. 
Sometimes, the cause is as simple as the lack of antibiotics for treating pneumonia or oral 
rehydration salts for diarrhea. Malnutrition contributes to over half these deaths.” 

 
 Almost all (98 per cent) of these children live in the developing world, with 45 per cent in 

sub-Saharan Africa (even though the region only holds 20 per cent of the world’s young 
children). 

 
 Five diseases—AIDS, diarrhea, malaria, measles and pneumonia—account for 50 per 

cent of the under-five deaths. 
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Goal 5: Improve Maternal Health 
 
What we need to do: Improve maternal health by reducing the maternal mortality rate by three-
quarters between 1990 and 2015. 
 
The Challenge: 
 

 Complications during pregnancy and childbirth are the leading cause of death and 
disability among women of reproductive age in developing countries. 

 
 An estimated 529,000 women died from complications of pregnancy and childbirth in 

2000—this is almost one death every minute of every day. 
 

 For every woman who dies in child birth, 20 more are seriously injured or disabled. 
 
Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and Other Diseases 
 
What we need to do: Stop and reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS, malaria and other major 
diseases, including tuberculosis. 
 
The Challenge: 
 

 At the end of 2006, 39.5 million people were living with HIV, the highest number of 
people on record sub-Saharan Africa is home to 64 per cent of all people living with HIV. 

 
 Every day, 8,000 people die of AIDS-related conditions. This is equal to about 3 million 

deaths per year. 
 

 Malaria acutely infects almost 300 million people each year and kills more than 1 million 
annually, with almost 90 per cent of all cases in sub-Saharan Africa. Many researchers 
fear the situation could get worse due to climate change, civil unrest, population growth 
and increasing resistance to drugs and insecticides. 

 
 Every year, 8.8 million people become newly infected with tuberculosis (TB). Every day, 

5,500 die from it—that’s one million deaths worldwide each year.  
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Goal 7: Ensure Environmental Sustainability 
 
What we need to do: Reverse the loss of environmental resources, including biological diversity, 
forests and the Earth’s ozone layer, and provide adequate sanitation, affordable housing and safe 
water for the world’s poor. 
 
The Challenge: 
 
2 million children die each year from infections spread by dirty water or the • lack of toilets. 
 
1.2 billion people lack access to safe drinking water and 2.4 billion people lack access to proper 
sanitation facilities. 
 
Fifteen per cent of the world’s population living in high-income countries account for 56 per cent 
of the world’s total consumption; the poorest 40 per cent account for only 11 per cent of global 
consumption. 
 
Climate monitoring indicates that the global average temperature has increased more in the last 
century than over the past 1,000 years. 
 
According to the United Nations, “Slum dwellers lack one or more of the following: adequate 
water, sanitation, durable housing, adequate living space indoors and security of tenure. In an 
urban setting, the lack of adequate water and sanitation often results from overcrowding, rather 
than having to travel long distances. Public toilets shared by up to 250 households, as in Nairobi 
[the capital of Kenya] slums, no doubt pose a health hazard. The less obvious, though equally 
severe consequence is the toll such conditions take on women. In slum settlements, it can be a 
grave loss of dignity for women to use the outdoors as a toilet. Worse, they risk being raped if 
they use the outdoors or public toilets at night.” 
 
Goal 8: Develop a Global Partnership for Development 
 
What we need to do: Ensure richer countries support poorer countries through aid, trade and debt 
relief. Global partnerships also mean ensuring that people in developing countries have access to 
productive work opportunities for youth, affordable essential drugs and the benefits of new 
technologies. 
 
The Challenge: 
 

 Only five countries—Denmark, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway and Sweden—
have achieved the 1970 UN target of 0.7 per cent of gross national income as official 
development assistance. 

 
 The poorest 49 countries make up 10 per cent of the world’s population, but account for 

only 0.4 per cent of world trade. 
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 Between 1970 and 2002, the poorest African countries received $294 billion in loans, 
paid back $298 billion in interest and principal, but still owed more than $200 billion. If 
debt relief is made a priority, and poor governments no longer need to worry about 
repaying debt, they can spend more on things like food, clean water, housing, health care, 
jobs, education and building their economies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(From www.freethechildren.org) 



 “ More,Take ” 

 
 

  
  

Learn Action.

Lesson Seven: Butterfly Wings 

 
Education's purpose is to replace an empty mind with an open one. -Malcolm Forbes 

 
Introduction: 
 
In this lesson, students will gain an appreciation of how their actions impact others around the world. As well as 
learning that their actions can be positive as well. 

Word Bank 
 

Impact 
Positive 
Negative 

 
Resources: 

 Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes by Eleanor Coerr  
 
Procedure: 
 
Step One: 
Students will conclude reading Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes.  
Now that students have compared Japan and Canada, discuss the problems that both nations face, they will discuss 
the problem that Japan alone faced; the nuclear bomb. 
 
Step Two: 
Discuss the students’ reactions to the bombing and Sadako’s life, guiding the discussion to answer the following 
questions; 

 How did the actions of one nation impact Sadako’s life? 

Note To Teachers: 
Allow your students to 
lead the discussion as 
much as possible. This 
lesson is all about 
feeling powerful and 
able to cause change, let 
them feel important 

 Could this negative impact have been avoided? 
 Do the students think that smaller actions can still cause negative 

consequences in other nations? 
 Do other nations negatively impact our own? 
 Do the small actions of other students/ siblings/ people negatively impact 

their lives? 
 Can these negative impacts also be avoided? 
 Would Sadako’s situation, would the students have reacted in the same way 

as Sadako and her family? 
 Do the students think that Sadako’s actions changed anything? 
 Do the students think that their actions could change anything in the world? 

 
 
Assessment: 
 
Were the students actively participating in the discussion? 
Were students respectful of their peers? Did they listen attentively and ask good questions? 
Could students relate to Sadako? 
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Lesson Eight: Why Should I Care? 

 
Nations have recently been led to borrow billions for war; no nation has ever borrowed largely for education.  

Probably, no nation is rich enough to pay for both war and civilization.  We must make our choice; we cannot have 
both.  ~Abraham Flexner 

 
Introduction: 
Now that the students have seen how one nation can impact another, this lesson will define poverty for the students. 
They will then be challenged to realize a life in poverty. And hopefully desire to assist those living in poverty. 
 

42 

Resources: 
 Coupons and newspapers 
 Paper 
 Scissors and Glue 
 Dictionary  
 www.ccsd.ca/factsheets/fs_lico04_bt.htm - Canadian Counsel on Social 

Development (Poverty Line Report) 
 
Procedure: 
Step One: 
Ask the students to try and define poverty. Write their answers on the board. Next to it, ask one of the students to 
look up the definition of poverty in the dictionary.  

Word Bank 
 

Poverty 
Extreme Poverty 
Moderate Poverty 
Relative Poverty 

Budget 
Provide 

 
Step Two: 
Explain to the students that there are different levels of poverty. Ask the students to consider the following 
definitions; 

 Extreme Poverty- living on less than $1 US a day 
 Moderate Poverty- living on between $1 and $2 US a day 
 Relative Poverty- living below the ‘poverty line’ in a specific country (approximately $55 CAN per day in 

Canada in 2011) 

Note to Teachers: 
Depending on topics 
brought up in 
previous lessons, 
basic needs may also 
need to be defined for 
the students. 

 
Step Three: 
Explain to the students that it is very difficult to live in poverty and still meet all of 
your basic needs. Tell them that you will be challenging them to ‘live’ one day in 
poverty. 
 
Step Four: 
Separate the class into six small groups, and assign two groups for each of the 
definitions of poverty.  
Give each group their budget and the following list of things they must provide for themselves in order to ‘live’; 
 

Necessities: 
Breakfast 

Lunch 
Dinner 

Shelter (on your own) 
Clothing (must purchase at least one item) 

http://www.ccsd.ca/factsheets/fs_lico04_bt.htm
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Step Five: 
Students can use coupons and creativity to stretch their budget and should present a small illustrated booklet of their 
budget for a day. 
 
Step Six: 
When the students have calculated the costs of living, ask them if any of them managed to stay within the budget.  

 How  many of the students went over by $10? $20? $30? More? 

Note To Teachers: 
This is a great opportunity to 
have your students convert 
percentages to fractions. 
Challenge them to find out 
how many people out of 
forty would then be living at 
that level of poverty 

 Even though two groups had significantly more money, did they still stay 
under budget?  

 
Step Seven: 
Show the students the percentages of population living in poverty of various 
countries. 
Have the students locate them on a map. 
Ask the students if they notice anything that is similar about these countries; 
location, elevation, etc.  
Do the students think that there is a reason that some areas have more poverty 
than others? 
 
Assessment: 
Have the students fill out a Self and Group Assessment*. 
 
*Attached in the Appendix 
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30 Countries Living in Poverty 
 

Country Percent of Population 
Living on <$2 a Day 

Percent of Population 
Living on <$1 a Day 

Nigeria 92.4 70.8 
Tanzania 89.9 57.8 
Rwanda 87.8 60.3 
Burundi 87.6 54.6 
Zambia 87.2 63.8 
Niger 85.8 60.6 

Madagascar 85.1 61 
Bangladesh 84 41.3 

Central African Republic 84 66.6 
Zimbabwe 83 56.1 

Gambia 82.9 59.3 
India 80.4 34.3 

Nicaragua 79.9 45.1 
Ghana 78.5 44.8 
Haiti 78 53.9 

Ethiopia 77.8 23 
Swaziland 77.8 47.7 
Cambodia 77.7 34.1 

Sierra Leone 74.5 57 
Laos 74.1 27 

Mozambique 74.1 36.2 
Benin 73.7 30.9 

Pakistan 73.6 17 
Mali 72.1 36.1 

Burkina Faso 71.8 27.2 
Nepal 68.5 24.1 

Mauritania 63.1 25.9 
Malawi 62.9 20.8 
Kenya 58.3 22.8 

Senegal 56.2 17 
Lesotho 56.1 36.4 
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Lesson Nine: The Value of Education 

How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single moment before starting to improve the world.  -Anne Frank 
(Author) 

Introduction: 
In this lesson, students will consider the value of education, and the opportunities it provides. 
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Resources: 
 Card Stock Paper 
 Dice 
 Craft Supplies 

 
Procedure: 
Step One: 
The teacher will write the word ‘education’ on the board and ask the students to define it. After they have finished 
defining education, ask them if they think it must always be formal, or if they have learned anything outside of 
school. 

Word Bank 
 

Education 
Opportunity 

Word Bank 
 

Education 
Opportunity 

 

 
Step Two: 
Explain to the students, that they will be designing a board game around the theme of education. Set a timeline for 
completion with the students and give them the following criteria; 

 The pathway of the game must express education 
 The “roadblocks” or “challenges” built into the game must be realistic 
 The game must have a global theme 
 The directions must be clearly written 

 
Step Three; 
Split the students into groups of 3 or 4 and have them work on their games.  
 
Step Four: 
When the games have been completed, host a ‘game exchange’, and have groups play 
each other’s games 
 
Step Five: 
When they have finished playing the games, discuss the themes which were most 
common. For example; were most of the “roadblocks” things that would prevent the player from gaining further 
education? Did completing a level of education provide more opportunity for the player? 

Note To Teachers: 
This is a great 
opportunity to have 
students bring in snacks 
and work on community 
and team building 
within the classroom. 

 
Step Six: 
Discuss with the class how knowledge can help people gain access to opportunities, and that having limited access 
to opportunities is one of the definitions of poverty. 
 
Step Seven: 
With that in mind, have the students write a reflective journal around the question, “If I did not have the ability to go 
to school, which life opportunities would I likely miss out on?” 
 
Assessment: 
Have the students complete the Self and Group Assessment* 
Did the students enjoy the activity? 
Were the students challenged to think about their education in a different way? 
Did the students understand the metaphor of education as a pathway? 
 
*Attached in the Appendix 
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Lesson Ten: Time To Make A Change 

I am only one, but I am one.  I cannot do everything, but I can do something.  And I will not let what I cannot do 
interfere with what I can do.  -Edward Everett Hale 

Introduction: 
 
This lesson will let students know that the small actions of individuals can change the world 
in large ways. Word Bank 

 
Activism 
NGO’s 

Fundraising 
Awareness

 
Resources: 
 

 Websites; 
o www.ryanswell.ca –Child activist 
o www.metowe.com – Craig Kielburger’s website encouraging youth 

activism 
o www.bilaalrajan.com –UNICEF Child spokesperson and 12 year old activist from Toronto 
o www.citizenship.gov.on.ca –Videos by kids, for kids that encourage volunteering and activist, 
o www.sacsc.ca –Safe and Caring Schools Society (kid made videos) 

 Notebooks and pencils 
 Computers 
 Millennium Development Goals 
 Graphic Organizers * 
*if desired 

 
Procedure: 
 
Step One: 
Review the lessons students have done, helping them to form the connections between global interdependence, 
poverty, education, and global citizenship. 
 
Step Two:  
With the class, define global citizenship on the board. Write down their suggested definitions, then the definition 
given by UNESCO.  Explain to them that part of being a global citizen in the modern world is educating one’s self 
about the issues the world is facing (which they have already done), and feeling compelled to change it.  
 
Step Three: 
Introduce the students to one of the youth activists above. Discuss the power that even youth can have in the world, 
and the positive changes that one person can influence. 
 
Step Four: 
Introduce the concept of NGO’s, asking students if they know what the acronym stands for. Once the students have 
attempted to answer the question, help them to define Non-Government Organizations. 
 

Note To Teachers: 
This is a very large project, and 
will require time to complete.  
By doing this project you allow 
your students to plan a fundraiser 
which will be executed later. 
It saves you some of the 
planning and empowers the 
students. Ensure they see your 
enthusiasm 

Step Five: 
Give the students some examples of NGO’s and see if they are able to 
brainstorm some more examples. Write all of their answers on the board. 
 
Step Six: 
Ask all of the students to think about why they think activists and NGO’s 
might be important to the world. 
 
Step Seven: 
Separate the students into four groups. Give each group one of the categories 
of MDG’s with the specific goals beneath it.  
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Step Eight: 
Have the students use the Exploring Options* graphic organizer (or their own note taking) to look into one of the 
specific goals in that category. 
*Available in the Appendix 
 
Step Nine: 
When the students have finished researching that goal, they will work together to brand their own NGO with the 
following criteria; 

 The actions of their NGO can not be something that they could not do without adult assistance. 
 Their NGO must pick a specific organization in their community which they thinks meets the Millennium 

Development Goal they have chosen. 
 They must make a full ‘business plan’ suggesting how their NGO would operate and raise money or 

awareness for this cause. 
 This business plan must be handed into the teacher and must include; 

o A budget to hold this event 
o A timeline 
o A list of responsible people*  

*All elements are included on the Action Plan graphic organizer located in the Appendix* 
 Students must also create a powerpoint or other digital display marketing their NGO 

 
Step Ten: 

Note To Teachers: 
This is a great 
opportunity to involve 
the community in the 
students’ education. 
Invite them to also vote 
on the fundraising 
project if desired. 

Allow the students time to complete the project, and access to resources. 
 
Step Eleven: 
Hold a ‘business presentation’ where students will propose their NGO to their peers 
(and administration and parents if desired). 
 
Step Twelve: 
Following the presentations, explain to the students that they class will be using one of 
these business plans to run a fundraiser. Have the students place a ballot in a box, 
voting for the NGO/ Project that they would like to join.  
 
Step Thirteen: 
Announce the project that will be realized and work as a class to begin organizing that fundraiser/ awareness 
campaign. 
 
Assessment: 
Have the students fill out the Self and Group Assessment* 
Were the students engaged in the activities? 
Did the students organize their time well? 
Did the students present their information clearly? 
Did the students collaborate well?  
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Lesson Eleven: Getting To Work 

Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better.  It's not.-Dr. Seuss (Author) 

Introduction: 
 
This is where the students are able to actively engage. All of the learning that they have done surrounding child 
poverty and social issues can be put to use in a positive an important way. 
Whether your students choose to raise awareness about an issue or raise money, there are plenty of creative ways to 
do so. The students themselves will also provide some creative ideas. 
 
It is important to be flexible and excited to support your students learning and organization around the issue/s they 
choose to take on. This is also a great opportunity to include the theme of poverty and activism in the other subject 
areas. For example, counting money raised during fundraising is a great way to integrate money skills and large 
scale projects easily enable cross curricular ties.  
 
 
Basic Fundraising or Awareness Raising Ideas: 
 

 Art Auction 
 Spaghetti or Cultural Dinners and Pot-Lucks 
 Recipe Book 
 Science Fairs 
 Walk/ Run 
 Skip-A-Thon 
 Band or Choir Concerts 
 Bake Sale 
 Poster Making 

 School Dances 
 School Theme Days 
 Special Lunch Days 
 Raffles 
 Movie Days 
 Food Drives 
 School Gardens to Feed the Homeless 
 Bottle Drives 

 
Procedure: 
 
Step One: 
Ensure that your students have picked one or two fund raising ideas. Help them 
narrow down the charity and their reasons for choosing that charity.  

Note To Teachers: 
It is very important to 
have the students pick the 
cause and charity that they 
would like to help. It 
empowers them. 
Your main role is to help 
facilitate their ideas, let 
them become empowered 
activists! 

 
Step Two: 
Build a step-by-step plan with your students to actualize this project. Make sure to 
include timelines* and set out clear goals for the project* with your students.  
*See the Action Plan Student Organizer and Fundraiser Planner* 
 
 
Step Three: 
Notify parents and guardians about the details of the project/s and let them know 
how to help or donate should they chose to. 
 
Step Four: 
Work together with the students to complete the project and fundraising goals. Where possible, talk with the 
organization and see if the students are able to drop off donations themselves or visit the organization and volunteer. 
 
Step Five: 
Have the students reflect upon their fundraising experiences. Some sample questions may include: 
 

 What would they do differently?  
 How was the organization helped by the efforts of the students? 
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 Would they like to continue being social and ecological activists? 
 What does being an activist mean to them? 

 
Assessment: 
 
Were the students involved in the project? 
Were the students confident in their ability to cause change? 
Did the students work well as a community? 
Did the students identify with others in the community they were attempting to help? 
Did the students learn about social issues and how to change them? 
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Appendix 

Good Sources of Inspiration 
 

Information 
 

www.un.org/millenniumgoals/ - The United Nations site includes ‘What you can do’ 
 
www.amnesty.org – International advocates for prisoners 
 
www.myfootprint.org – This site enables someone to determine the size of their footprint 
 
www.zerofootprintkids.com –Website which helps students calculate their carbon footprint, and shows them what it 
could be with minor changes in habits 
 
www.global-ed.org – This site was developed with funding from CIDA, brings together global education resources 
under the themes of environment, development, human rights peace and justice, and media. Teacher resources 
included 
 
http://unmillenniumproject.org/ - Details the Millennium Development Goals 
 
www.citizenship.gov.on.gc – Includes videos created by students, for students which encourage volunteering and 
social activism 
 
www.ucsusa.org – The Union of Concerned Scientists applies current research to innovative thinking to promote a 
healthier and safer world 
 
www.nationalgeographic.com- Lots of useful information about nations, the environment and many other topics 
 
www.earthinstitute.columbia.edu –Jeffery D. Sach outlines the process for addressing issues on water, energy, 
urbanization, health, poverty, food, ecosystems, climate 
 
www.earth.columbia.edu/ - Chronicles the state of the planet with current science experiments and information 
 
www.indexmundi.com Comprehensive and official information about Nation’s progress, features elements of the 
Millennium Development Goals 
 
www.minimegeology.com Good site with information about geology for students 
 
www.kidsgeo.com Lots of information and games about geology for students to explore 
 
www.kidsknowit.com A good search engine for students to use 
 
www.mii.org/commonminerals.html Comprehensive listing of minerals and their uses  
 
www.collectionscanada.gc.ca – A government source with information and resources for students about Canada’s 
heritage 
 
www.abheritage.ca A provincial site with information specific to Alberta’s heritage 
 
www.mongabay.com Comprehensive information on rainforests, even features a kids section with easy reading 
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Charities/ Causes 
 
www.uend.org – An organization which allows people to gift charitable donations.  
 
www.bilaalrajan.com – 12 year old Canadian activist’s personal webpage 
 
www.ryanswell.ca – Young activist’s webpage which includes a biography and ideas for how students can get 
involved 
 
www.sacsc.ca – The website for safe and caring schools 
 
www.panda.org –The World Wildlife Foundation site, it includes useful information about endangered animals and 
habitats 
 
www.millenniumpromise.org – An organization focused solely on the achievement of the Millennium Development 
Goals  
 
www.kiva.org – Organization that funds businesses in the developing world with low interest loans that allow for 
development 
 
www.righttoplay.ca – An organization which works to provide simple sporting goods to developing nations 
 
www.unicef.ca- Guided by the United Nations Rights of the Child, it helps developing nations achieve these rights 
and ensures they are provided globally. 
 
www.directorsofchange.com – This site is a forum for young adults and children to create and post their own videos 
for social change. Complete with a guide on how to produce your own videos 
 
www.thehungersite.com – Allows children to sign petitions or donate, has some useful information 
 
www.peacechild.org – Website includes further lesson plans and diverse action projects which may inspire student 
 
www.freethechildren.org – Founded by Canadian Craig Keilburger, involves youth addressing global issues 
 
www.watercan.com – Committed to providing safe drinking water and sanitation to developing countries. Videos 
and support material available on this website. 
 

Useful Tools 
www.mindmeister.com – an online mind mapping software for students and teachers to organize their thoughts 
 
www.lovelycharts.com- Has a free trial session. This is great for building flow charts digitally with the students 
 
www.wallwisher.com – an online ‘parking lot’ where students can place questions as they think of them in class, 
and respond to their peers. A great way to create community in a classroom, and empower students who may be shy. 
 
www.teachertube.com – A good searchable database for educational videos. Make sure you prescreen them before 
showing in class 
 
www.prezi.com – An online presentation software which enables students and teachers to create visually stimulating 
presentations easily 
 
www.bitstripsforschools.com Free online comic creator 
 
www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/comic-creator-30021.html Great comic creator for 
students 
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www.makebeliefscomix.com/comix Free online comic creator for students  
 
www.blurb.com/bookify/ An online resource which allows you to publish your own books 
 
www.biguniverse.com/createkidsbooks - An online resource which allows students or adults to create their own 
children’s books using a creation tool  
 
www.lulu.com/author Another publishing resource for teachers 
 
www.surveymonkey.com Allows teachers or students to create their own online surveys quickly and easily 
 
http://pbskids.org/lions/cornerstones/click/story/hypertext/16.html - Online version of Click Clack Moo- The Cows 
That Typed 
 
www.iftheworldwereavillage.com An online site which corresponds to the book of the same name 
 
http://www.amnesty.ca/writeathon – Amnesty International’s ‘Tips For Letter Writing’. Very helpful for prompting 
students to write persuasive letters 
 
www.facingthefuture.org an organization that educates students about global issues, a good resource for teachers 
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Self and Group Assessment 
 

Marking Rubric 
 

Criteria for Decision 
Making 

Rarely or 
Never 

Occasionally Most of 
the Time 

Consistently 

Was willing to defend 
personal opinion 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 
 

 
3 

Was willing to reconsider 
opinion 

 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

Was respectful of people who 
disagreed 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

Suggests and seeks fair 
compromises 

 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Self Assessment: ___________________________________ 
 

 
Criteria Score Supporting Evidence 

Was willing to defend 
personal opinion 

 
/3 
 

 

Was willing to reconsider 
opinion 

 

 
/3 
 

 

Was respectful of people who 
disagreed 

 
/3 
 

 

Suggests and seeks fair 
compromises 

 

 
/3 
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Peer Assessment: __________________________________ 
 
 

Criteria Score Supporting Evidence 
Was willing to defend 

personal opinion 
 

/3 
 

 

Was willing to reconsider 
opinion 

 

 
/3 
 

 

Was respectful of people who 
disagreed 

 
/3 
 

 

Suggests and seeks fair 
compromises 

 

 
/3 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peer Assessment: __________________________________ 
 
 

Criteria Score Supporting Evidence 
Was willing to defend 

personal opinion 
 

/3 
 

 

Was willing to reconsider 
opinion 

 

 
/3 
 

 

Was respectful of people 
who disagreed 

 
/3 
 

 

Suggests and seeks fair 
compromises 

 

 
/3 
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Resource Analyzer 
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Exploring Options Organizer 
 
 
 
Name: __________________  Topic: __________________________ 
 

 
WHAT HAS BEEN TRIED? What Options 
have others adopted in the past to deal with 
similar problems? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What were the consequences? 

WHAT COULD BE TRIED? What imagined 
options could be possible solutions? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Would there be the consequences of these 
options? What would they be? 
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Choosing and Planning an Event 
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Start With the End in Mind 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

OUTPUTS 

What services/ goods are you going to provide? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

How do we 
achieve 

that? 

How do you want to change the community? 

OUTCOME 

WHO 

Do you want to 

make aware? 

______________

______________

______________

What do 
we need? 
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INPUTS 

How much time/ money/ volunteers are needed? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________
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Action Plan Organizer 
 

Name: ________________________________________________ 
 
 
Actions to Be Taken Resources Required & 

Cost of Resources 
Who Will Be Responsible 
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Planning (Fishbone) Diagram 
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Hierarchy of Needs – Bull’s Eye Diagram 
 
 
 

  

62 
  



 “Learn More,Take Action.” 

 
 

  

Recommended Reading for Students 
 
 
Bojang, Ali Brownlie. (2009) Aid and Development. Evans Brothers Limited. 
 
For Every Child. 2000. United Nations. PIC 
 
Jarman, Melanie. (2007) Rich World, Poor World. Smart Apple Media.  
 
Rajan, Bilaal. (2008). Making Change- Tales From an Underage Overachiever. Orca Book Publishers. Victoria, 

Canada 
 
Skarmeta, A. The Composition. PIC 
 
Smith, David. (2011). If the World Were a Village. PIC. Kids Can Press. Toronto Ontario 
 
Stand Up, Speak Out- A Book About Children’s Rights. (2000) In Association with UNICEF. PIC 

 

Recommended Reading for Teachers 
 
 

Castle, Caroline. (2000) For Every Child: The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. Phyllis Fogelman Books. 
 
Choldin, Earl. (2006). Building Peace from the Inside Out. Edmonton: The Scociety for Safe and Caring School & 

Communities. 
 
Convention on The Rights Of the Child. (1991) United Nations Department of Public Information 
 
Facing the Future Organization. (2005) Online. www.facingthefuture.org  
 
Free the Children. www.freethechildren.com 
 
Lindsey, R. & Karns, M. & Myatt, K. (2010) Culturally Proficient Education. American Association of School 

Administrators Publishing. 
 
Lund, Darren. (2011) Diversity Toolkit. www.ucalgary.ca/dtoolkit/  
 
Rajan, Bilaal. (2008). Making Change- Tales From an Underage Overachiever. Orca Book Publishers. Victoria, 

Canada 
 
Suzuki, David. (1997) The Sacred Balance. Vancouver: Greystone Books 
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Glossary of Terms 
 
 

Activism - the doctrine or practice of vigorous action or involvement as a means of achieving 
political or other goals, sometimes by demonstrations, protests, etc. 
 
Advertising - the act or practice of calling public attention to one's product, service, need, etc., 
especially by paid announcements in newspapers and magazines, over radio or television, on 
billboards, etc 
 
Aid - is a term referring to the net flow of official development assistance (ODA). This is the 
transfer of capital, usually in the form of loans or grants, from governments, international 
agencies and public institutions of the industrialized world to governments of developing 
countries.  
 
AIDS - a disease that weakens the immune system and makes it difficult for the body to fight 
infections. AIDS is short for Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome. 
 
Appearance - outward show or seeming; semblance 
 
Campaign - a series of planned actions designed to make something happen, such as a 
campaign to stop children from being physically punished. 
 
Celebration - to rejoice in or have special festivities to mark 
 
Child labour  - when children have to earn a living by working.  
 
Citizen - an inhabitant of a city or town, especially one entitled to its privileges or franchises 
 
Community - a social, religious, occupational, or other group sharing common characteristics 
or interests and perceived or perceiving itself as distinct in some respect from the larger society 
within which it exists 
 
Compost - a mixture of various decaying organic substances, as dead leaves or manure, used 
for fertilizing soil. 
 
Constitution - all the basic rules and laws that are used to govern a country 
 
Convention on the Rights of the Child - a United Nations document that sets out the rights 
that all children should have 
 
Culture - the traditions, beliefs, and customs of a group of people 
 
Customs - a habitual practice; the usual way of acting in given circumstances. 
 

65 
  

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/act
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/radio
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/show
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/the
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/the


 “Learn More,Take Action.” 

 
 

  

Debt relief - the partial or total forgiveness of debt, or the slowing or stopping of debt growth, 
owed by the least developed nations, especially those which put more money toward paying off 
debt than they do toward social programs that improve development within a nation (such as 
education, health care, etc.).  
 
Demographic - a single vital or social statistic of a human population, as the number of births 
or deaths. 
 
Developing countries - a loose term used to identify poor nations, using criteria based almost 
exclusively on per capita income. The 172 countries in this group include states which are 
variously labeled as developing countries, underdeveloped countries, low-income countries, the 
Majority World, the South or the Third World.  
 
Difference - the state or relation of being different; dissimilarity 
 
Discrimination - to treat people unfairly because of factors such as race or gender 
 
Disparity - lack of similarity or equality; inequality; difference 
 
Diversity - the state or fact of being diverse; difference; unlikeness 
 
Ecological Footprint - the amount of productive land appropriated on average by each person 
(in the world, a country, etc) for food, water, transport, housing, waste management, and other 
purposes 
 
Education - acquiring knowledge and understanding, often through schooling 
 
Empathy - the intellectual identification with or vicarious experiencing of the feelings, 
thoughts, or attitudes of another 
 
Equality - the same status and opportunity for everyone, regardless of factors such as race or 
gender 
 
Fair trade - a trading partnership based on dialogue, transparency and respect. Fair trade seeks 
greater equity in international trade.  
 
Finite - subject to limitations or conditions, as of space, time, circumstances, or the laws of 
nature 
 
Global Citizen- according to UNESCO, encourages an understanding of others, a sense of 
responsibility. Empathy and readiness to cooperate. 
 
Globalization - bringing the world closer together by using new technology 
 
Global Warming - an increase in the earth's average atmospheric temperature that causes 
corresponding changes in climate and that may result from the greenhouse effect 
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Investment - the investing of money or capital in order to gain profitable returns, as interest, 
income, or appreciation in value. 
 
Human Rights - these are people’s basic rights to freedom, education and justice 
 
Literacy - the ability to read and write 
 
Millennium Development Goals (MDG) - are eight international development goals that all 
192 United Nations member states and at least 23 international organizations have agreed to 
achieve by the year 2015 
 
Mineral - any of a class of substances occurring in nature, usually comprising inorganic 
substances, as quartz or feldspar, of definite chemical composition and usually of definite crystal 
structure, but sometimes also including rocks formed by these substances as well as certain 
natural products of organic origin, as asphalt or coal 
 
Necessary - being essential, indispensable, or requisite 
 
Needs - of necessity; necessarily 
 
Population - the body of inhabitants of a place 
 
Property - a distinguishing feature or quality 
 
Poverty -  a lack of opportunities that creates a situation in which someone does not have 
enough to meet their basic needs. 
 
Recycle - to treat or process (used or waste materials) so as to make suitable for reuse 
 
Resource - a source of supply, support, or aid, especially one that can be readily drawn upon 
when needed 
 
Responsibility - taking on duties and accepting the consequences of your actions 
 
Rights - the things people are allowed to do by law 
 
Similarity - an aspect, trait, or feature like or resembling another or another 
 
Statistic - a numerical fact or datum, especially one computed from a sample 
 
Sweatshops - are work environments in which employees work long hours at low wages under 
poor conditions. 
 
Tolerance - accepting the beliefs and attitudes of another person even when they are different 
from your own views 
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Trade - is the commercial exchange (buying and selling on domestic or international markets) of 
goods and services.  
 
UNICEF - an organization that works to give basic rights, such as health care and schooling, to 
all children. UNICEF stands for the United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund 
 
United Nations - an organization of independent countries that promotes peace and 
international cooperation. 
 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights - a document that sets out the rights to which 
every person is entitled, including freedom from slavery and torture. 
 
Wants - to feel a need or a desire for; wish for 
 
Waste - to fail or neglect to use 
 
Wealth - anything that has utility and is capable of being appropriated or exchanged 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From www.dictionary.com, UNESCO and the United Nations Department of Public Information) 

68 
  

http://www.dictionary.com/


 “ More,Take ” 

 
 

  
  

Learn Action.

69 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To Whom It May Concern:  
 
 
 
The UEnd School Project was created to provide teachers with new ideas and resources to foster 
a community of inquiry, exploration and engagement.  
 
Every effort has been made to screen suggested resources to ensure they represent multiple 
viewpoints on all issues covered. However, we do ask that teachers watch and read all of the 
resources before presenting them to their classes as each classroom has unique needs and not all 
resources may work for all classes. 
 
The volunteers and organizations associated with this project are not biased in creating specific 
outcomes of any charitable, social, governmental organizations, global causes or current events 
taking place in the world. Our mission in creating these lessons is to teach students and teachers 
to decide for themselves, the causes they want to support and course of action they want to take.  
 
We hope that these lessons and resources aid you and your students on the journey to global 
citizenship. 
 
Sincerley, 
 
Kimberley Godeseth and the UEnd Foundation 
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