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There are lots of new educational resources online to assist livestock project leaders in providing 

educational opportunities for youth under their direction. One such resource is online 4-H livestock 

judging. By using videos instead of text and photos, youth and adults are able to see livestock in motion. 

These videos can be accessed at any time with just a computer and an internet connection. 

Mike Anderson, a 4-H animal science extension specialist at Iowa State University, has developed a 

series of online livestock judging videos and tutorials.  This is an ongoing project for Mike and new 

videos are still being added.  They are a great starting point because they are contemporary, user 

friendly and less intimidating to new judgers or younger youth then some of the videos available in the 

past.  They are a great length for younger viewers too.  All you have to do is register to use them so you 

can be notified as new videos are posted!  These videos can be accessed at: 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/page/livestock-judging-video-tutorials 

Livestock Judging.com 

Livestock judging.com is a subscription based website that you pay for different levels of access to but 

the good news is that there are also some free resources on the site as well.  There are 10 free practice 

classes you can access. 

www.livestockjudging.com 

Judging 101 

Judging 101 is also a subscription based website.  You pay a yearly fee of $45.00 for access to the full 

site.  It is maintained by animal science university professionals.  There are also several free resources 

on the site such as the Showmaster Livestock Judging Lessons which are great for younger youth and 

inexperienced judges. 

www.judging101.com 

The Judging Connection 

The judging connection website is a free resource maintained by Ryan Harrell.  It features a monthly 

newsletter as well as a monthly judging class where you can submit your placings via email.  The 

following month, the official placings as well as the cuts and a set of reasons for the class are posted.  It 

also has a virtual library with many links to judging resources and online practice classes.   

www.thejudgingconnection.com 
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University of Kentucky Agripedia 

University of Kentucky has navigable tutorials that you or youth can click through.  There are tutorials on 

how to judge types of classes as well as a few practice classes of photos for each species available 

online.  There are currently no meat goat classes. 

http://www.ca.uky.edu/agripedia/agmania/livestock/ 

Colorado State University 

Colorado State University has some quality power point presentations on line that help with selection of 

each of the species as well as judging resources.  The powerpoint information can be found here: 

http://livestock.colostate.edu/youth/resources/index.html#judging 

and the practice judging classes are photo based and are located at this web address: 

http://livestock.colostate.edu/youth/judging/index.html 

Kentucky FFA Organization 

The Kentucky FFA organization offers 5 practice classes on their website under the teacher tools section.  

They provide photos, official placings and reasons. They can be accessed at this address: 

http://kyffa.org/index.php/teacher/livestock-judging-practice-classes/ 

 

Utah State University Cooperative Extension 

Utah State University has several online power point presentations about selection of livestock.  

They also offer several photo based judging classes with front, side and rear views along with 

official placings for the classes and reasons. 

http://extension.usu.edu/cyberlivestock/htm/powerpoint 

http://extension.usu.edu/cyberlivestock/htm/livestock-judging 

 

YouTube 

You Tube offers quite a few practice livestock judging video of varying quality.  Just go to 

www.YouTube.com and search terms like “livestock judging”, “livestock judging classes” and “livestock 

judging practice”. 
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