
Thirty dollars provides you with a subscription of “Ornamentals Hotline” for 2013 (26 issues).   To  subscribe, fill out 
the application below and send with a check payable to “University of Delaware” to:  Susan Barton, Dept. of Plant & 
Soil Sciences, Townsend Hall, Newark, DE 19716-2170.

It is time to subscribe or resubscribe to Ornamentals Hotline.  This one-page newsletter will tell you what you 
need to know about pests, diseases, weeds and cultural problems in the landscape.  It is published weekly 
during the growing season.  Contributors scout the landscape and monitor Cooperative Extension calls.  Reading 
Ornamentals Hotline will keep you in tune with your customers and their landscape problems.  Learn when to 
scout for pests and diseases.  Here is an example of the type of information Ornamentals Hotline will provide: 

CANKER - Early spring is a good time to look around your yard for signs of winter damage, breakage of limbs, 
and cankers that may not be noticeable once trees and shrubs leaf out. Cankers caused by Botryosphaeria or other 
fungal opportunists will often appear as sunken, target-shaped or oval areas on branches. Trim back behind the 
canker before new growth begins.

INSECTS and TEMPERATURE - Spring is quickly approaching and some arthropod pests we may find active in 
early spring are eastern tent caterpillars, white pine sheath mites, spruce spider mites, and juniper webworms.  
We always get questions about how warmer or colder than normal temperatures will affect insects the following 
season.  Insect species are affected by temperatures differently.  Most insects overwinter in a protected life stage 
or location so they are somewhat immune to the weather. When your customers ask you to predict pest 
problems based on the type of winter we’ve had, there really is no simple answer.  Growing degree days are an 
accurate measure of heat accumulation and are good predictors of insect activity.  We have only accumulated 1.6 
GDDs in Newark so far this year.  Last year at this time we had 9.6 GDDs accumulated. 

BULBS - Snowdrops are starting to bloom in Delaware and lots of bulb foliage has broken the soil surface.  
People always get worried about cold temperatures hurting the bulbs, but most spring-flowering bulbs that are 
up already will tolerate low temperatures.  Anyone who is really concerned can always cover bulb foliage with a 
light layer of leaves.  But don’t make that too dense or you’ll exclude light and get yellow bulb foliage. 

Delaware Cooperative Extension launched a new website last fall.  We are still working out some navigational 
kinks, but here is the URL for commercial horticulture:
http://extension.udel.edu/lawngarden/commercial-horticulture/
There is a place for the Hotline blog that provides images of the pests and diseases we discuss in Hotline and for 
back issues to be posted.  That should be up and running by this spring.
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