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SEPTORIA LEAFSPOT.  Several common diseases are showing up 
now, notably Septoria leafspot on flowering dogwood and silky 
dogwood, Cornus amomum. Some trees have numerous small 
angular spots on the lower branches that look like small dogwood 
anthracnose spots. It is too late for any chemical control.

ANTHRACNOSE.  This time of year we often see an increase of 
anthracnose on oak, maple and walnut. On oak and maple, most 
of the leaf spots will be large brown spots that follow the veins 
with some round spots as well. This late in the season no control 
is necessary. On walnut, the spots are irregular in shape and 
numerous and the disease can cause premature defoliation. Again 
it is too late in the season for any control and the fungus does 
little to harm the health of the trees.

CICADA KILLERS, large black and yellow wasps with a very short 
pinched waist, are digging tunnels in sandy to light clay soils to 
bury stung cicadas for their larvae to feed upon. Several queens 
work together building the branching tunnels. At the end of each 
tunnel, 2 or 3 cells are made to hold cicadas. The tunnel entrances 
remain open.  The cluster of holes upsets homeowners as well as 
seeing these wasps (about 1. 5 inches long) flying back and forth. 
Even though they can sting, they rarely do. If this beneficial insect 
is a problem, dusting the nesting area at night is more effective 
then using a spray. They will soon be done their work for 2005 
and won't be back until next July or August when cicadas emerge.

TALL GRASS PESTS.  The danger of getting stung by wasps and 
bees increases as we approach fall. Yellow jackets especially 
become more aggressive. Take care when mowing areas that have 
not been mowed recently. There may be unseen underground 
nests.  Running a lawn mower or weed eater over the nest will 
bring hundreds of stinging wasps after the operator who will 
probably receive multiple stings before escaping.

Tall grass and weed areas will also have small ticks and chiggers. 
When working in such areas, use insect repellents. Most people 
discover too late that chiggers and lonestar tick nymphs were in 
the tall grass waiting for their next meal. Having 50 to 100 chigger 
or ticks bites is not a pleasant experience. 

Bald cypress rust mite was seen causing 
brownish red discoloration of bald cypress 
(Taxodium distichum) in the UDBG. The 
newest growth was emerging green with 
few mites. This is an eriophyid mite that 
thrives in warm weather--most others do 
well in cool weather like the privet rust 
mite and the hemlock rust mite. According 
to observations by Dr. Casey Sclar at 
Longwood Gardens, by the time you see 
the damage the populations have peaked 
and are probably declining. It is better to 
monitor much earlier and apply 1% 
horticultural oil sprays or a labeled 
miticide for control. Longwood Gardens 
has sprayed bald cypress with no 
phytotoxicity from oil sprays. Since bald 
cypress is deciduous, the brown needles 
are shed in the fall and the damage is 
gone.

ORNAMENTALS RESEARCH EXPO - Come 
visit the University of Delaware Botanic 
Gardens on Thursday, September 15, 2005 
from 5 to 8 PM.  Start with a pest walk in 
the UDBG, a tour of tender perennials that 
Bob Lyons brought up from the JC 
Raulston Arboretum in North Carolina, a 
program on increasing diversity in 
suburban landscapes by Doug Tallamy and 
many interesting posters and displays 
about a variety of research and extension 
projects at the University.  Then enjoy a 
delicious sub dinner and time for 
socializing with your peers in the industry.  
Finish the evening with John Frett’s 
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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BROWN PATCH continues to be present in lawns, especially turf-type 
tall fescue. Turf that has been stressed by brown patch, heat, or too 
much water is beginning to shown infection from stress diseases 
such as anthracnose and Curvularia. Hopefully the cool down this 
week will reverse some of the symptoms on turf.

PUFFBALLS. Last week we saw several cases of small puffballs 
(Lycoperdon sp.) appearing in turf areas and again in a field situation. 
These puffballs were perfectly round and white; at this stage most 
were about the size of a nickel. When mature, the inside will turn 
green and produce numerous spores. Children or pets may find them 
appealing to eat when soft and white but they are not poisonous. 
They are the reproductive structures of a fungus that decomposes 
organic matter. 

famous “plant give-away.”   John will 
provide a number of plants for you to 
take back to the nursery or garden and 
evaluate.  The cost is $10/person.  
Registration flyers will be mailed this 
week.  If you want to make sure you 
receive a flyer, call Dot Milsom (302-
831-2531). 
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