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SAWFLIES.  Scout now for red-headed, white pine (they should now 
ndbe pupae) and 2  generation of introduced pine sawfly on pines  

especially trees that are under 15 feet tall. Spot treat with 
spinosad, orthene, neem, or sevin. The combination of 
cyfluthrin/imidacloprid (Bayer advanced flower insect killer) might 
cause sub lethal issues (behavioral changes) with beneficials and 
might not be the best choice.

Have gotten several reports of sawflies on dogwood this past 
week. Typically, the leaf structure is completely consumed with 
only the mid-rib left. The sawfly (appropriately named dogwood 

OBSCURE SCALE, Melanaspis obscura, is a key armored scale insect 
pest of pin and willow oaks.  It is widely distributed throughout 
the United States, and may cause injury to a variety of other host 
plants such as beech, chestnut, willow, maple, hickory, dogwood, 
and walnut.

This species overwinters as immature males and females.  Females 
mature during late April through early May, while males mature 
during mid- to late May. Infestations of this armored scale are 
often recognized by layers of dead scales on twigs and branches.  
The male emerges from its scale cover, mates with the female, and 
then dies. Once mated, a female may lay eggs over several months. 
The crawler stage may be active for several weeks during mid-July 
through mid-September because of an extending hatching period. 
The second nymphal stage of this armored scale insect develops a 
protective waxy covering during late summer. Only one generation 
is produced per year.  The female scale covering is about 2 mm in 
diameter, dirty gray on the top with the center darker and slightly 
off center. The underside of the waxy scale covering is black 
except for a white, silk-like coating in the center.  This scale insect 
removes plant fluid from limbs and branches, causing them to lose 
their leaves and die back from the tips. Numerous pits appear in 
the bark where this species has been feeding, producing a 
roughened appearance.  Infested branches appear to be sprinkled 
with wood ashes or dull silver glitter. Severely infested trees may 
have 3 to 4 layers of this scale on the bark and in some cases a 
trunk or limb could be disfigured due to a heavy infestation.  This 
species does not produce honeydew since it is an armored scale 
insect. 

Anthracnose on black walnut is beginning 
to cause some leaf loss especially in the 
Newark and southeast PA area. It is a late 
season disease and does not affect plant 
health but can cause some premature 
defoliation.

Tulip poplars in dry parts of the state are 
beginning to lose the oldest leaves in 
response to the dry conditions. These 
fallen yellow leaves will sometimes be 
spotted and resemble a fungus disease. 
Rain will alleviate this problem. Leaf 
scorch caused by the dry weather is also 
evident on susceptible plant like hosta, 
astilbe, Katsura tree and others. 

The second and much larger generation of 
fall webworm is now abundant in 
deciduous trees.  Over 100 species are 
attacked by this caterpillar that produces a 
web of fine silk over branch terminals.  
Preferred hosts include walnut, hickory, 
elm, sweet gum, poplar, willow, oak, 
linden, ash, apple, cherry, and other fruit 
trees.  The best control is to simply prune 
out webbed terminals (you may need pole 
pruners to do this).  The webs are only 
unsightly--rarely do the caterpillars 
consume enough foliage to harm the trees.  
But since dry webs hang on terminals into 
the winter, their removal will improve the 
landscape aesthetic.
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sawfly  sometimes incorrectly as dusky birch sawfly) 
changes colors as it grows; larger individuals are 
powdery-white in appearance and appear together 
(sometimes in great numbers) at feeding sites, not 
singly. They prefer gray and redosier (red stem) 
varieties. Control is difficult for full-grown larvae.  
Pyrethroids work as will orthene and sevin with spot 
treatment applications. A strong stream of water, 
insecticidal soap or hand-picking might work just as 
well for homeowners and nurseries with smaller stock.

This pest is difficult to control because egg laying 
occurs over a relatively long period of time, resulting 
in an extended period of crawler activity.  Crawlers 
often settle beneath old clusters of scale covers and 
are protected from exposure to insecticides. Direct 
management tactics to the crawler stage.  Apply 
registered formulations of horticultural oil, 
insecticidal soap, and Tempo according to label 
directions, during mid-July through mid-September 
when crawlers are present. Over fertilization of an 
infested tree may increase an obscure scale 
population. This pest species has many parasitoids 
and predators that are effective biological control 
agents. 
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