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SLIME MOLDS.  Slime molds continue to appear in mulched beds. 
These patches of white, pink or light yellow powdery masses can 
be found in mulch on stems of plants and other objects. These 
powdery masses are the reproductive stages of these fungi. The 
good news is that they cause no harm to the plants. They can be 
dispersed with a strong stream from a garden hose or broken up 
with a rake. It is often referred to as the “dog vomit fungus” which 
is fairly descriptive.

POWDERY MILDEW is a troublesome disease on the old cultivars of 
crapemyrtle because it infects the flower trusses and prevents 
blossoms from opening when infection is severe. The breeding 
program at the U.S. National Arboretum released new cultivars 
that are resistant to powdery mildew and the disease is no longer 
a concern. A short list of cultivar names to look for depending on 
flower color and size would be 'Hopi', 'Zuni', 'Apalachee', 'Sioux', 
'Biloxi', 'Natchez', 'Tuskegee', and 'Witchita'. Before buying one of 
the new dwarf cultivars, I would suggest asking the nurseryman if 
it is resistant to powdery mildew. The new dwarf cultivars vary in 
their resistance or susceptibility to powdery mildew.

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

GRASSHOPPERS have been growing in size and number. They are 
moving from fields, roadsides, and waste areas into yards and 
gardens. They can completely destroy a garden or yard in a few 
days. They are difficult to deal with because control materials are 
short lived and need to be applied several times to bring them 
under control.

BARKLICE (Psocoptera) are not true lice, they feed on dry plant 
material and bark verses being a parasite. They can be commonly 
found in large clusters on several species of trees. When disturbed 
they will move apart and then move back together. The winged 
form has wings that are held over the body like a sharply peaked 
roof. The adults and nymphs look alike, but nymphs don't have 
wings. Several species are wingless. They have large eyes that 
protrude from the sides of the head and they have long threadlike 
antennae.  They look like miniatures cicadas. There is no need to 
control them because they are not harming the plants.

Pine tube moth is very evident in parts of 
Newark on its favorite host, eastern white 
pine. This small caterpillar webs together 
five to 20 needles to make a tube for its 
home. The moths lay eggs on the tips of 
the needles and the young larvae feed on 
the needles before making the tube. Pupae 
can be found now in the tubes. A second 
generation can develop. This insect is not 
considered a serious pest of white pine but 
can cause brown needles that detract from 
the appearance of the plant. Symptoms 
may not even be noticed until the second 
generation does its damage. Controls are 
generally not necessary. 

Two-spotted spider mite has been reported 
on winged euonymus.  Look for stippling 
on leaf surfaces and tap leaves over white 
paper to find spider mites with two spots 
on their body (may need a hand lens!).  Use 
a horticultural oil or soap for low mite 
populations and if predators such as 
phytoseiid mites and lady beetles are 
present.  If damage is too objectionable, 
mite populations are high, and there are 
no beneficials, consider using a residual 
miticide spray such as Avid, Talstar, 
Pestroy, Mavrik, Morestan, Battle or 
Scimitar.

Boxwood are being attacked by a number 
of different pests at this point in the 
season.  Leafminer adults were flying in 
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OTHER DISEASES we reported earlier 
(see previous HOTLINE issues) are 
increasing including powdery mildew on 
many hosts, crabapple scab, black spot 
on rose, brown patch on lawns and 
many others. 

Diseases (Continued)

the spring and are now present as very small larvae in mines on 
leaf undersides.  Longwood just reported l mm larvae (pretty 
small).  Injury is subtle now but will show up in fall.  For control 
now, use a foliar-absorbed pesticide or soil drench (such as Merit).  

Adults (the current life stage)of boxwood psyllid can be controlled 
now with Orthene or another foliar 
absorbed pesticide.  

There are several generations of boxwood spider mite, so both 
adults and nymphs are being reported now.  Control light 
infestations with horticultural oil or soap and use foliar-absorbed 
pesticides for heavy infestations.
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