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RED THREAD on turf was observed early in the week. Small, oval 
brown patches were evident and upon closer observation the coral 
red fungus threads were present on the leaf blades. Affected 
patches can have a pinkish appearance and range from one to six 
inches in diameter. Although perennial ryegrass and fine fescue 
are most susceptible, bluegrass, and tall fescue may also be 
affected. Red thread is most severe on low fertility turf during 
periods of cool, wet weather. Well fertilized turf, however, may 
also be attacked. The hot weather will not favor the disease and no 
control is recommended at this time. Fungicides have to be 
applied preventatively to be effective. 

POWDERY MILDEW is beginning to appear on other hosts besides 
flowering dogwood. Infected perennial phlox, rose, lungwort 
(Pulmonaria), have all been observed this week. Powdery mildew is 
not generally lethal to plants, but can disfigure them significantly. 
If control is desired, you have a wide range of products available.  
Of course, the best solution, when possible, is to plant resistant 

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

COTTONY TAXUS SCALE. As we trim camellia, yew, English ivy 
and holly, we often are surprised to see elongate whitish scale 
covers of cottony taxus scale (=cottony camellia scale) now very 
prominent. Adult females of this soft scale constructed their 
prominent ovisacs during May.  The “cottony" part of their name 
describes these white cotton-like ovisacs. Crawlers begin to appear 
on the undersides of leaves around the ovisacs in June so you 
should be monitoring/controlling about now. There is one 
generation per year; they remain as immatures until next season.  
Heavy infestations cause leaves to turn yellow to light green and 
may cause stunted leaf growth. Heavy honeydew production often 
occurs and sooty mold can be prominent (see issue 5 for 
information on sooty mold). The white cottony ovisacs often 
persist long after crawlers have hatched. 

COTTONY MAPLE SCALE is another cottony scale that occurs on 
twigs of common shade trees/shrubs such as maple, elm, 
hawthorn, dogwood, sycamore, poplar, viburnum and linden; 
another (cottony maple leaf scale) is found on leaf surfaces. They 
also have crawler hatch in June. This scale has a number of 
natural enemies. If sooty mold becomes objectionable or yellowing 
prominent, use horticultural oil or insecticidal soap now and 
follow with a dormant oil next spring. Orthene will also provide 
control and may be the best choice if the infestation is heavy. A 
strong steam of water will reduce sooty mold. 

(Continued)

Bagworms are certainly HOT this week.  We 
have received reports of hatch from Newark 
Phil Thompson), Kent County (Derby Walker) 
and Smyrna (John McMillin), which fits the 
GDD window of 364-710.  Derby provides 
the following insights:  Tiny 1/8” bags with 
tiny black caterpillars can be found hanging 
from branches. You have to look hard to 
find them. For effective control, time the 
pesticide application to catch all the 
bagworms with one spray. The trick is to 
wait until all eggs have hatched but not to 
allow the larvae get too big (½ in or less) 
because they are harder to kill.  Two years 
ago a Christmas tree operation in Sussex 
County, DE had bagworms on several 
Christmas tree.  They sprayed, however, 
most bags were empty of eggs because the 
beneficial parasites had cleaned them up. So 
far this year, they have not seen bagworms 
(just empty cases). Does that mean they are 
bagworm free and don't have to spray? No, 
they should still scout once a week until 
mid-July to be sure no bagworms blow in 
from outside sources. 

Casey Sclar checks in with some control 
recommendations for bagworm:  The best 
options for chemical control are sprays of 
B.t.'kurstaki' (i.e. Dipel), insect growth 
regulators (IGR's) such as Confirm 
(tebufenozide), or Conserve (spinosad) 
against the young larvae. Late June is often 
used as a timing window.  Once larvae have 
matured and a large amount of feeding 
damage is presen,t harsher chemicals must 
be relied upon. Pyrethroids (such as Tempo 
or Permethrin Pro), and organophosphates 
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INSECTS
Dewey Caron
Extension Entomologist



Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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cultivars. 

LEAF BLOTCH of horsechestnut is just beginning to 
appear. This fungus disease produces large brown 
blotches usually between the veins often ending at 
the leaf margins. This disease can be troublesome 
in wet seasons and some leaf loss can occur. It 
rarely needs control, but raking and composting 
leaves can help reduce fungus carry-over.

It is very easy for homeowners to control 
powdering mildew with a number of fungicides, 
such as Immunox, Infuse, Bayer Advanced Tree, 
Shrub and Flower Disease Control, Bonomyl, and 
others. If you want other choices I have had very 
good success with applications of 1% solutions of 
Sunspray horticultural oil, neem oil (Triact), and 
potassium carbonate, (FirstStep, Remedy). 
Commercial applicators can use Eagle, Cleary's 
3336, Spectro, Banner MAXX, Heritage, Compass 
and others. The best control will be achieved if you 
begin applications at the first sign of disease.

Diseases (Continued)

such as Orthene have long residuals and can be used as 
last resorts for bagworm larval control, with variable 
levels of effectiveness. 

The infections are more of a novelty 
than a serious health threat in the landscape. 

Leaf miner damage has been observed on Crataegus 
'Winter King' . Large brown blotches on leaves are often 
misdiagnosed as a disease.  It is too late for control.

Cercospora leafspot was seen on sourwood (Oxydendrum 
arboreum). Look for numerous red to purple rimmed 
spots with gray centers on leaves. Unless extensive 
infection is present, control is not warranted.

Azalea leaf gall, caused by the fungus Exobasidium, is still 
causing waxy -looking leaves and flower petals on azalea 
and rhododendron that turn whitish and eventually gray 
and shriveled. Pick and destroy the galls to reduce 
innoculum for next year.  This disease is favored by wet 
weather and shade.  
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