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SYCAMORE ANTHRACNOSE has been terrible this year, but trees 
are beginning to recover. New buds are breaking and sycamores 
will soon have a new set of leaves. Twigs have died as well and the 
new shoots that develop at right angles give a crooked appearance 
to infected trees in winter. Many people have been asking about 
this disease and are relieved to learn that trees will recover. 

DISCULA ANTHRACNOSE on flowering dogwood is present on 
trees in favorable sites. Look for irregular angular spots with 
purple-red borders and tan centers, or on some trees blighted 
brown leaves. Usually, trees in lawns only suffer from the leaf spot 
portion of this disease. Prune out suckers, which are prime 

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

The BAGWORM, Thyridopteryx ephemeraeformis, is a key pest of 
many evergreen species, as well as some deciduous trees and 
shrubs. The best time for management is when the larvae are 
small during mid-June. Wide dispersal occurs mainly through 
movement of infested plants, or by wind blown larvae in June, 
since adult females can’t fly. Bagworms overwinter as eggs inside 
the female bag (several hundred eggs in each). Eggs hatch from 
late May through early June. Young larvae crawl out of the bag, 
feed and construct silken shelters over their bodies. Over their 8-
l0 week feeding period, bagoworms enlarge their bags with pieces 
of foliage.  Mature larvae (in August) loop strands of silk around a 
twig that firmly attaches the bag.  During September and early 
October males leave their cases and fly to bags containing females 
where mating occurs. 
 
Bagworm feeding on needles and leaves is especially destructive 
to evergreen plants since evergreens cannot reproduce new 
foliage. Bagworm infestations generally go unnoticed until bags 
are large and damage is complete.  Early detection requires careful 
examination of plants for small bagworms attached to the leaves 
or needles of host plants.

Bagworms may be managed  by handpicking or pruning the bags 
from infested plants during winter and early spring and disposing 
of them before eggs hatch. Natural enemies attack this pest, and 
are responsible for bagworm population fluctuations from year to 
year. When bagworms are too numerous to handpick, apply 
registered formulations of Azatin, Bacillus thuringiensis (Dipel, 
Foray, etc.), Conserve, Dimilin, Dylox, Mavrik Aquaflow, Mimic, 
Ornazin, Orthene, Sevin, Talstar, and Tempo according to label 
directions from early to mid-June when larvae are small. 
Treatments will not be as effective against mature larvae.

(Continued)

What a difference a week makes. The hot 
humid weather continues to favor a 
number of diseases that we have seen 
already. Ash rust on leaves and petioles is 
bright orange and extremely obvious on 
infected trees. Frogeye leafspot on maple, 
and anthracnose on sycamore, ash, and 
dogwood are prominant. Crabapple scab is 
causing defoliation currently on susceptible 
cultivars.  

On a recent walk in White Clay Creek, may-
apple rust caused by Puccinia podophylli 
was evident on the native Podophyllum. 
Look for the light spots on the upper leaf 
surface and the bright orange spores on the 
underside. 

Azalea leaf gall can still be found but galls 
are drying up in most locations.

With the change in weather, look for black 
spot on rose to heat up. Keep up spray 
programs for control. Consider reducing 
spray intervals to a minimum of 7-10 days 
depending on what the label reads.

Pine spittlebug is not uncommon on young 
white pine trees this spring. This pest also 
likes Scots and jack pines and may attack 
other conifers. Control isn't necessary 
unless the tree has large numbers--leading 
to shoot dieback or allowing Diplodia tip 
and shoot blight to enter the wounds. A 
spray from a garden hose will dislodge the 
nymphs enclosed in the spittle mass. 
Target the adults with registered 
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

G
INROW G

E A
DEGRE  D YS

S F Ju
6 2 05

A O  ne , 0

sch
ree h

u e

Fi
er G

n
o

s

w 

 
u

t ) 
 

2 0
=

1

(Ne
Castle

Co
n y  = 56

(' 4  9
2)

n
x

n

Ken  Cou
t  

t
sio

 Offic
e

t

y E
en

(Ken  County) =  626  ('0
 = 10 8)

t

4
 

3

e r

.
n

,
g

w

Res a ch & Educ  Ce ter  G
or eto

e

n

C

9
(

 
0

(Sussex
ounty) =  5

0 '04 = 05 )

 

1

infection sites, to prevent the canker phase of the disease. It is not too 
late to apply a fungicide such Banner Maxx, Eagle, thiophanate-
methyl, Spectro or other labeled fungicide to protect healthy leaves 
especially if this hot, humid weather persists. Homeowners have 
Immunox, Infuse, Bayer Advanced Rose, Tree and Shrub Fungicide 
and Daconil. 

SPOT ANTHRACNOSE is also present on flowering dogwood leaves.  
thThis disease produces numerous, very small (1/8  in. diameter) spots 

with reddish-purple rims.  Spot anthracnose is a minor disease and 
rarely needs fungicide applications for control.

DUTCH ELM DISEASE was diagnosed last week on American elms in 
Newark. The characteristic flagging (wilting) of the foliage and the 
brown streaks in the wood under the bark were evident on the 
diseased specimen. Elms should be examined for wilting branches in 
the crown and removed if DED symptoms are present. Injection of 
Alamo or Arbortect can prevent DED or rescue infected trees if the 
infection does not involve more than 10-15% of the crown. A 
professional arborist can make these fungicide injections if needed.

Diseases (Continued)

insecticides in late June and July if 
numbers are high. Overall sanitation is 
helpful--remove and destroy dead or 
dying branches, which are attractive to 
egg-laying females in the late summer 
and fall.

DAYLILY LEAFSTREAK  is just 
beginning to appear. Look for the long 
streaks of discolored tissue on the 
leaves of daylily. If it has been a 
problem in the past, try using 
fungicides such as Daconil, Cleary's 
3336, Heritage or Compass for control 
on a 14 day schedule from now until 
mid-July. 
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