
o  moF r re

 r at ninfo m io

Issue 10

on pests & practices covered in this 

Garden Line
     (for home gardeners only)
New Castle County Extension
Kent County Extension
Sussex County Extension

831-8862

831-2506
730-4000
856-7303

Helpful numbers to know:

Cooperative Extension Education in Agriculture and Home Economics, University of Delaware, Delaware State University and the United States Department of Agriculture cooperating.  
Janice A. Seitz,  Director.  Distributed in furtherance of Acts of Congress of March 8 and June 30, 1914.  It is the policy of the Delaware Cooperative Extension System that no person shall be 
subjected to discrimination on the grounds of race, color, sex, disability, age, or national origin.

UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE                COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

May 27,  2005

SYCAMORE ANTHRACNOSE is widespread and many trees have 
brown leaves on the internal and lower branches. The current wet 
weather will probably produce more leaf infections. No control is 
recommended. The trees will put out a new set of leaves when 
warm dry weather occurs. Rarely do we see any adverse effects 
from the defoliation.

ASH: ASH ANTHRACNOSE is now very evident on white ash in the 
Newark area. Look for irregular dark brown spots on the leaflets. 
The leaflets will often be deformed and crinkled as well. It usually 
is not a serious disease but some defoliation can occur especially 
during wet seasons. ASH RUST caused by the fungus, Puccinia 
sparganoides, was spotted as well on white ash. This rust 
produces bright orange swellings on the green stems and petioles 
and infected leaves are distorted.  I have not seen this disease for 
several years now.  It can be pretty spectacular when leaves stay 

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

NEW PEST - Brown Marmorated Stink Bug, Halyomorpha halys was 
accidentally introduced into Allentown, PA around 1996 from 
China or Japan. Since its introduction into Pennsylvania, it has 
established itself as a potential risk to agriculture as well as a 
nuisance to homeowners. It has been steadily spreading 
throughout Pennsylvania and into New Jersey and now this fall 
into Delaware. 

This distinctive Stink Bug feeds on a wide range of fruits, 
vegetables, and other host plants including peaches, apples, green 
beans, soybeans, cherry, raspberries, and pears beginning in late 
May/early June. Damage to host plants is typically small necrotic 
areas but ranges from leaf stippling, cat-facing on tree fruits, seed 
loss, and transmission of plant pathogens. During the summer, 
the stink bug produces offspring that survive the winter as adults 
by entering houses via cracks in windows and the foundation. Due 
to the noxious odor produced as a defense mechanism, the stink 
bug is considered a nuisance to homeowners. The stink bug tends 
to aggregate so there are often numerous insects in a small area.

We have not confirmed this bug as a pest of Ornamentals or 
fruit/vegetables yet in the U.S. but it is a nuisance when coming 
inside homes. You can recognize it from its bright colors (most 
native stink bugs are green or brown). See Rutgers or Penn State 
websites for further information and how to monitor for this new 
pest.

(Continued)

th19  Annual Insect Field Day to be held 
Saturday,  June 18 from 8-5 at West Chester 
University Schmucker Science Center. Bring 
lunch & insect collections/collecting gear 
and tick/chigger repellent. Admission of $5 
for adults $1 for children under 15. Contact 
Gerard (Big Bug) Hertel 610 436-2722 or 
484 883-3371 or ghertel@wcupa.edu

Black knot on ornamental Prunus causes 
stem swelling and dieback from the 
infected point outward. Control by pruning 
out the infection is best done in the fall 
when the early signs of branch swelling is 
evident. By the time the swelling develops a 
black crusty look the following spring, it's 
too late to ward of new infections.

What's Hot!

(Continued)

INSECTS
Dewey Caron
Extension Entomologist

WEEDS
Stephen Hart
Extension Weed Specialist, Rutgers

COOL WEATHER PROBLEMS.  As most of 
us know, optimum weed control with 
broadleaf weed herbicide mixtures is 
obtained when weeds are actively growing. 
Conditions that promote active growth are 
good soil moisture and moderate 
daytime/nighttime air temperatures. In 
general broadleaf weed herbicide mixtures 
work best when applied when daytime air 
temperatures range between 75 to 85 
degrees and nighttime temperatures range 
between 55 to 65 degrees. April and May 
have brought us a prolonged early spring 
weather pattern with many days below 70 
degrees and nights below 50 degrees. Due 



Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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Weeds (Continued)

wet for long periods of time (6-8 hrs). It 
is too late for any chemical control. The 
alternative host for this rust is Spartina 
spp. (marsh and cord grasses). Most of 
the real damage is to nursery trees that 
lose the new green twig growth. If 
symptoms are not present preventative 
fungicide applications of labeled 
fungicides for rust would be advised for 
nursery growers. 

Diseases (Continued)

to these cool weather conditions I have noticed that herbicide 
activity in my research plots has been very slow to develop. I have 
observed this even with herbicide mixtures formulated as esters, 
which work better in cooler weather conditions. In addition, up 
until May 18 we experienced dry soil conditions, which may also 
detract from optimum broadleaf weed herbicide activity if 
applications were made prior to May 18 on sites that were not 
receiving supplemental irrigation.

Due to these conditions I am expecting the possibility of a 
significant number of broadleaf weed herbicide failures for 
applications made prior to May 18 regardless of the product. This 
possibility may be even greater for tougher to control broadleaf 
weeds such as oxalis, veronica, ground ivy, and mouseear 
chickweed. Keep a close watch on sites that have received broadleaf 
weed herbicide applications under these conditions. If re-treatment 
is necessary, wait for more moderate air temperatures and visible 
signs of active regrowth of the weeds before a second herbicide 
application.  

Editor’s Note:

The last sentence of issue 8 What’s Hot 
should have read:  Consider improving 
cultural conditions for infested plants 
since sawflies are more likely to attack 
stressed plants.
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