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DRY WEATHER.  The dry, warm, sunny weather this week has 
accelerated plant growth without putting the plants at risk from 
spring fungal infections. If the pattern continues, we may miss the 
bud blight phase of sycamore anthracnose for a second year in a 
row. Other trees will benefit from the recent dry weather as well, 
especially crabapples that might escape primary infection by the 
apple scab fungus.

TURF. Insignia 20WG fungicide (active ingredient pyraclostrobin) 
was initially labeled for use on golf course turf. The label was 
recently expanded to include the following turf sites: residential 
and commercial lawns, recreational areas (including athletic 
fields), and sod farms. Based on the data I have seen, Insignia 
provides good to excellent control of anthracnose, brown patch, 
gray leaf spot, pink snow mold/Microdochium patch, red thread, 
leaf rusts, and take all. Several of these are not significant disease 
problems outside of golf courses. But Insignia will be useful on the 
newly listed turf sites for brown patch on new seedings of tall 

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

TICKS.  Ticks are active and care should be taken when working in 
areas prone to have ticks. Not all small ticks are deer ticks, which 
carry lyme disease. The percentage of deer ticks that carry lyme 
disease varies from one area to another. On average 20 to 30% of 
deer ticks carry the organism that causes lyme disease. Tick 
repellants do help, but be sure to check yourself when you return 
home. 

EASTERN TENT CATERPILLAR populations appear to be down 
again this year. The nests are now easy to see, but there are few 
nests to be found. The caterpillars are large enough to be moving 
in the nest.

BLACK SOOTY MOLD on foliage is evidence of the presence of 
sucking insects. Check the bark for signs of scale. Type of scale 
and species of will determine what treatment will be the most 
effective. Oil does not work well on scales that are large or layered 
because you cannot smother the scales. Crawler treatments are 
more effective. Identify the type of scale to determine when to 
look for crawlers to time the treatment properly.

(Continued)

Rhabdocline needlecast was found in New 
Castle County on Douglas-fir in a dense 
planting along a driveway. Cool 
temperatures and high moisture favors 
infection. Reddish brown blotches on last 
year's needles will release spores starting 
now to infect new growth. Apply 
chlorothalonil at bud break, repeat a week 
later; if spring continues cool and wet, 
apply a third spray 6 weeks after bud 
break (For more details on Rhabdocline 
needlecast see Issue 4 of Hotline).

Male cones of most pines are now present. 
Besides shedding pollen soon, they will fall 
themselves after pollen is shed. 
Occasionally we get calls from 
homeowners who wonder what these 
growths may be. Since they do not persist 
like the female cones do, they are not 
always recognized by homeowners as a 
natural part of the plant. 

During this dry time be sure to keep newly 
transplanted trees and shrubs watered.

It must have been a good year for the large 
silk moths.  The Sussex County Extension 
Office has received several large cocoons 
from curious homeowneres.   They 
identified Luna, Cercropia, and 
Polyphemus moth cocoons.  Seldom do 
populations of moths reach numbers that 
are harmful.

INSECTS
Derby Walker
Extension Agent 

What's Hot!



Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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Diseases (Continued)

fescue, gray leaf spot on perennial ryegrass, rusts on Kentucky bluegrass and perennial ryegrass, and red thread. 
Thus, Insignia will serve as a new option for those disposed to using fungicides to combat these diseases. Keep in 
mind that pyraclostrobin is a strobilurin fungicide (=Group 11 fungicide) just like Heritage (azoxystrobin) and 
Compass (trifloxystrobin). Therefore, users are advised not to use any of these fungicides in succession, in order to 
reduce the risk of fungicide resistance to this fungicide family. (Paul Vincelli, Univ. of Kentucky)
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