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RHABDOCLINE NEEDLECAST.  Be on the lookout for Rhabdocline 
needlecast on Douglas fir. This is the only needlecast fungus that 
can be serious on Douglas fir in the landscape here. Conditions 
were ideal for infection last season and it has been identified on 
Douglas firs in a Christmas tree planting already this season. 
Needles that were infected last year will begin to turn reddish 
brown. Needles may appear mottled but if infection is extensive, 
trees from a distance can look scorched. There is nothing to be 
done until the new growth appears. The infected reddish brown 
needles will blister on the undersides and the cushion shaped 
reproductive structures produce spores that can infect the new 
growth if the weather is wet when the spores are released. The 
disease is usually seen in the landscape on trees that are shaded, 
or are located where there is poor air movement, which increases 
humidity and  needles stay wet longer . Three fungicide 
applications are generally recommended. Apply fungicide when at 
least 50% of the buds have broken and the new growth is ½  inch 
long. Make two more applications at two to three week intervals 
after the first. Daconil (Bravo for commercial Christmas tree 
growers) or other products containing chlorothalonil are 
recommended. The infected needles will drop after the spores are 
released from the infected needles.

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

TENT CATERPILLARS REVISITED - Is our spring 2005 season cooler 
than normal? Tent caterpillars didn't hatch until April 6 at 30 GDD 
the latest calendar date record in the last 12 years as monitored at 
the University. They were within their normal GDD range however,  
5-49 GDD over the past 12 years. 

Ground bees were not abundant early this season and emergence 
of overwintering wasp queens (paper and yellow jackets) was 

thnoted until April 5  which is later than normal. So yes it would 
thseem that we have been a bit cooler until April 6  when the 

temperature reached 80 + however with abundant ground 
moisture (thanks to frequent & heavy  rains and above normal 
snowfall) we will likely catch up quickly. 

Time to begin scouting for sawflies-- they don't show up every 
year so they are perfect candidates for scouting rather than cover 
spraying.  Also look for mites and the usual early spring plant 
pests.

(Continued)

New Broadleaf Weed Herbicide Available 
for Use in Cool-Season Turfgrass

A new broadleaf weed herbicide, 
fluroxypyr is now available for use in cool-
season turfgrass. Fluroxypyr is available 
alone as Spotlight (which contains 1.5 
pounds of fluroxypyr per gallon) and will 
likely be available in many combination 
broadleaf weed herbicide products over 
the next few years. Testing at Rutgers 
University in 2003 and 2004 has 
demonstrated that Fluroxypyr provides 
excellent control of white clover in 
favorable environmental conditions and 
will be a suitable replacement for 
clopyralid which can no longer be used on 
residential sites.

However, like clopyralid, fluroxypyr is not 
a stand alone product and is weak on 
many common broadleaf weeds such as 
dandelion. The first combination product 
available (there may be others available 
this season, which I'm currently unaware 
of) is Escalade 4.4 which contains 3.2 
pounds of 2,4-D, 0.8 pounds fluroxypyr 
and 0.4 pounds of dicamba. I recommend 
a use rate of 2.5 to 3.0 pints per acre of 
this product to provide broad spectrum 
broadleaf weed control.

WEED CONTROL
Stephen Hart
Extension Specialist, Rutgers

INSECTS
Dewey Caron
Extension Entomologist



Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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Diseases (Continued)

LEAF DISEASES.  Newly emerging leaves and warm, wet weather can mean leaf diseases. Fortunately many of the 
foliage diseases of trees and shrubs do not affect the health of the plant, just its appearance, and fungicide control is 
not necessary. But if control is necessary, now is the time to protect new foliage from anthracnose on trees such as 
sycamore, oak and ash; frog-eye leafspot on red maple; leaf blotch on horsechestnut and many others.  Usually 
several applications are needed at budbreak and 10-14 days later depending on the fungicide label. 

ROSES.  Most hybrid tea roses will benefit from early applications of a fungicide such as Immunox (myclobutanil), 
Infuse (propiconazole), Bayer Advanced Funigicide Spray (tebuconazole), triforine (in most Ortho RosePride 
products), or Daconil 2787 for black spot control. Immunox, Infuse, Bayer Advanced and triforine will also control 
powdery mildew.

Potassium bicarbonate, a biorational fungicide for powdery mildew and other fungal diseases, is available to 
homeowners as Bonide Remedy 85%. This is closely related to baking soda and potassium bicarbonate has provided 
good control of powdery mildew on dogwood, but very weak to no control on black spot on rose under our 
conditions.
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