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What's Hot!
Be on the lookout for juniper webworm 
this spring as well, it is a cool season 
insect pest that can cause browning of the 
needles. Look for masses of brown needles 
held together with silk. You should find 
the overwintering small caterpillars as well 
in the silken webs. Homeowners can use 
Orthene, Sevin, Bio-Neem, and different 
formulations of pyrethrums as well.

Hopefully by the time you receive this first 
issue the temperature will have risen to 
more seasonal levels.

Overwintering females of elongate 
hemlock scale have been reported widely.  
Look for hemlocks with a yellowish cast, 
particularly on the lower branches, that 
may resemble spiker mite damage.  Look 
on the underside of needles for tan to 
brown female covers.   Use dormant oil 
sprays now to reduce the overwintering 
population.

Look for larvae that have overwintered in 
mines in American holly and inkberry holly 
leaves. For light infestations, pull off and 
destroy mined leaves before May.  Use 
foliar absorbed pesticides (like Orthene) or 
use a soil drench or microinjection of Merit 
for large larval populations in March.  Or 
you can control adult populations with a 
contact insecticide when they emerge in 
mid-May.
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WINTER INJURY.  Walking through the gardens here at the 
University I am seeing the usual winter damage to broadleaved 
evergreens. It is not overwhelming but present in the form of 
scattered dead branch tips, and leaves with brown margins.  Most 
of the damage I have seen so far has been on Japanese holly, 
mahonia, Foster's holly, yew (Taxus), boxwood, and of course 
English holly and its many hybrids. During winters when the 
temperature fluctuates widely like it has this year, we usually see 
more winter damage. The damage is usually minor and can be 
pruned out. I would wait before doing any pruning until buds 
swell or just as new growth begins to see clearly what is dead and 
what is alive. On winter-damaged rhododendrons, dead leaf 
margins often become infected with secondary fungal pathogens 
such as Pestalotia, which can be very visible, but it is not the 
primary problem. Removing the affected leaves is all that is 
necessary.

KABATINA. Already I have seen Kabatina blight on Juniper. This 
fungus disease usually infects the twigs in late summer and fall. 
Symptoms can appear in late fall and in the spring. Look for gray 
cankers that girdle the branch tips, causing the tip to lose color, 
turn brown and drop off. Infected tips will usually drop or they 
can be pruned out. Generally speaking, fungicides are not needed 
now. 

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

stFIRST DETECTOR – In Delaware, we are conducting 1  detector 
training in each County during early March. Insects on the WATCH 
list are the 2 wood boring aliens Asian Longhorned Beetle, 
currently in NY, northern NJ, and Chicago area, and Emerald Ash 
Borer, in MI, IN and OH.  They are top priority to keep out of 
Delaware and our region. In addition, we are asking individuals to 
be on the watch for the Brown Marmorated Plant Bug, a nuisance 
pest but with potential to be a landscape/agricultural pest too 
(now in NE PA), the fire ant (landscape pest likely to come in with 
plant material), Africanized honey bee (likely to be transported by 
ship, rail or truck into our region as a swarm) and finally pine 
shoot beetle (a Christmas tree pine pest).  If you would like flyers, 
address to web sites, or a copy of new DE Dept Ag flyer Dangerous 
Aliens contact any of us at Ornamentals Hotline.

INSECTS
Dewey Caron
Extension Entomologist

(Continued)



Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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Diseases (Continued)

Since last season was so ideal for plant growth and unfortunately 
for some plant diseases, many pathogens may be lurking in old dead 
leaves, stems and branches. Early spring is a good time to practice 
an old tried and true plant disease control strategy called 
'sanitation'. Removing dead leaves, stems and branches from the 
landscape helps reduce the number of spores or other fungal 
structures that may be present to infect this year's growth if the 
weather is favorable.  This material is safe to compost as long as you 
know the infected plant material didn't die from infection by 
Verticillium (Verticillium wilt), Sclerotinia(White mold), Sclerotium 
rolfsii (Southern blight), or Fusarium (Fusarium wilt). These fungi 
produce structures that might survive the heat produced by 
composting. 
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