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FALL NEEDLE YELLOWING will start in white pines and other 
evergreens soon. If the oldest set of needles (those closest to the 
trunk) are yellowing and falling that is normal for this time of 
year. This is not a disease.  After a droughty summer and fall, 
expect greater needle loss.  If the newest growth is yellow, 
something else may be wrong and the cause should be 
investigated. Check for poor drainage, root damage or insect 
damage.

COMPOST.  Be sure to compost infected fallen leaves that may 
harbor plant pathogens. Composted leaves are not likely to harbor 
plant pathogenic fungi that infect leaves especially if the pile 
heats to 180° F. Fall cleanup is an important fall chore. Work old 
leaves and stems into the soil to decompose. 

TAR SPOT on red maple, common during fall in Delaware, will be 
appearing soon. The black tar-like crusty spots caused by the 
fungus Rhytisma will be readily seen when you start to rake leaves 
later this month. This is a late season leafspot that does not affect 
the health of the trees. 

DRY WEATHER has been the dominant factor this fall and it means 
we have had few insect issues. We are now seeing insects moving to 
overwintering sites. Lady bird beetles hibernate in clusters under 
loose bark, behind clumps of grass next to buildings and at the 
base of plants. During fall cleanout leave the sites that contain lady 
bird beetles so they will be available next year as biocontrol agents. 

The egg cases of praying mantis can be found attached to branches 
and even the sides of structures. If you cut the case off when 
pruning, just hang it back up in the plant. Cases that lay on the 
ground will not survive.

Some insects will move indoors to spend the winter. Cluster flies, 
mated queens of several wasp species, boxelder bugs, and even 
lady bird beetles. A good tight structure will help reduce the 
numbers that make it indoors.  That means calking putting, 
weather stripping and reattaching any loose screens on vents. 
These practices also help keep out mice and snakes.

To get a jump on pest control apply dormant oil treatments this 
fall after the leaves have fallen and the plants have gone dormant.

Clarification:  Rayanne Lehman is tracking 
the Douglas fir needle midge (not Polistes 
dominulus  as was reported in the last issue 
of Hotline).

Don't let the cooler temperatures fool you 
into thinking it's time to put away the hoses 
for the season. Continue to irrigate newer 
trees and shrubs (in the ground less 3 
years) and any newly seeded or sodded 
lawns. We have had significant premature 
leaf drop and drought stress on many 
plants due to late summer and early fall 
drought (many places have had no 
appreciable rain for over 2 months).  

County offices are receiving many samples 
of galls.  Cypress twig midge gall on bald 
cypress, horned oak gall and other galls on 
oaks.

Cercospora leafspot is present on climbers 
and some shrub roses. Cercospora 
produces small spots with red borders and 
gray centers. It is rarely seen on hybrid tea 
roses here.

White pines are suffering through this 
drought with many pines dying. The white 
pine is a shallow rooted plant and with the 
upper inches of the soil remaining dry for 
several weeks dieback is occurring on the 
foliage.
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FUNGICIDES.  Products homeowners can spray themselves have proven 
to be effective in controlling powdery mildew on dogwood.  Immunox, 
Infuse, Bayer Advanced Rose, Shrub, and Tree Fungicide, were very 
effective when applied every three weeks beginning when the disease is 
first seen (usually mid-May) and repeated until the beginning of August. 
Horticultural oil, neem oil and potassium bicarbonate  (Remedy) have 
also provided good control but not as good as the first group of 
fungicides. All the treatments provide satisfactory control in a landscape 
setting.  Fungicides that homeowners can use to control black spot on 
hybrid tea roses were also tested and were found to provide very good 
control of black spot on 'Tropicana'.  Immunox, Infuse, Bayer Advanced 
Rose Shrub and Tree Fungicide and Ortho RosePride Triforine all 
provided very good control when applied every two weeks from early 
June until September. None of them were very effective against powdery 
mildew on rose, which was a surprise. 

Editor’s Note:

This issue wraps up another year of 
Ornamentals Hotline.  Thanks again 
to all the contributors including 
weekly columnists, What’s Hot 
suppliers, Growing Degree Day 
contributors and subscribers who 
keep me on my toes.  A special 
thanks to my secretary, Dot Milsom, 
who handles printing and mailing 
each week.  In a month or so, you 
will receive an evaluation and 
resubscription form.  Thanks again!

Sue
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