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What's Hot!
PEST COURSE.  This winter session the 
Plant & Soil Science Department is 
offering an exciting new undergraduate 
course entitled “Identification and 
Management of Ornamental Pests.” This 
five-week long course will be taught from 
3:00 PM to 4:30 PM every Monday 
through Friday from January 3 through 
February 4.  The course will be taught by 
Bob Mulrooney (Extension Pathologist, 
Dept. of Plant & Soil Sciences, U of DE), 
Casey Sclar (IPM specialist, Longwood 
Gardens and Adjunct Faculty, Dept. of 
Plant & Soil Sciences, U of DE), Sue Barton 
(Extension Specialist, Dept. of Plant & Soil 
Sciences, U of DE) and Steve Hart (Weed 
Scientist, Rutgers University).  The course 
will include two weeks of insect pests of 
ornamentals, two weeks of diseases of 
ornamentals and one week of weed 
problems with ornamental plants.  The 
course will include identification and 
control strategies and be geared toward 
practical solutions to pest problems on 
ornamental plants.  Anyone in the 
industry is welcome to take this class as 
a continuing education student.  To 
register, call the Access Center at 831-
2741.  For Delaware residents, this 3-
credit course will cost $789 and for non-
residents the fee will be $2001.

October 29,  2004

NUISANCE PESTS.  There is no lack of nuisance pests in homes, 
buildings and inside/around structures this time of year.  Woolly 
bear caterpillars are migrating (looking for a pupation site); male 
crickets are singing (looking for a mate); spiders are both inside and 
outside (seeking food); and yellow jackets, flies, beetles, earwigs 
and other insects normally found outside, come inside seeking 
food, warmth or shelter.
 
We have a trio of insects that aggregate and then move inside en 
mass this time of year.  Cluster flies, Asian lady beetles and 
boxelder bugs live solitary lives until fall temperatures drop and 
then they gather together to overwinter.  They quickly appear, often 
on a nice fall day, and move inside together as night time 
temperatures cool.  Once inside, they reduce their metabolic rate 
and become inactive until bodies are warmed by spring sunshine.  
 
If you have had to deal with these insects before, the chances are 
good you will be faced with the problem again.  Insuring all 
possible entrances are sealed, caulked or closed is the first line of 
defense.  The best control is to spray the aggregating insects before 
they get inside.  Water, soapy water or an insecticide will work.  
Once inside, sprays are less effective although sometimes a flushing 
agent will move them out of a site and they can then be sprayed or 
gathered up to eliminate the majority of the clustered population.
 
It has been a good season for wasps  paper wasps (especially the 
yellow jacket look-alike species), the European hornet (stripping 
lilac stems and around lights) and of course yellow jackets. All will 
disappear with cold weather, but will be pests in the meantime. 
Nest control is the only solution;  spraying with chemicals or a 
stream of water might be satisfying but is not too effective. 
Populations are cyclic, so this fall is not predictive of a heavier year 
coming.

What a year for diseases! For the second year in a row we 
experienced above normal rainfall that contributed to an increased 
variety and incidence of plant diseases. Lower Delaware was dry 
early but that changed later; northern Delaware was wet all season 
long. Some foliage diseases were worse than normal including, 
anthracnose on many hosts, powdery mildew, foliar nematodes, 
and many more. Many plants benefited from the additional 
rainfall especially Canadian hemlocks. The absence of stress from 
high temperatures and drought in the long term was very 
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Diseases (Continued)

beneficial for trees and shrubs after the drought of 2002 and unfavorable weather prior to 2002. 

MUSHROOMS.  The fall is for mushrooms and we have been seeing and receiving samples of fungi including the 
poisonous ones like the Amanitas. Never eat mushrooms unless you are certain of the species. Mushroom collection 
should be reserved for expert mushroom hunters. Puff balls have been appearing as well.  When you kick these 
round fungi, a cloud of black spores emerge . Many of the fungi (mushrooms)we see in the fall around evergreen 
trees are beneficial to the trees and not pathogens unless you see them growing on the tree or its roots. 

FALL NEEDLE YELLOWING in white pines and other evergreens is very noticeable now. It is normal for the oldest set 
of needles (those closest to the trunk) to yellow and fall. This is not a disease, just the normal fall shed of the oldest 
needles. If the newest growth is yellow, something else may be wrong and the cause should be investigated. Check 
for poor drainage, root damage or insect damage possibly.

Be sure to compost those infected fallen leaves that may harbor plant pathogens. Fall cleanup is an important fall 
chore. 

Thanks for a good season.  We’ll be sending evaluations soon and hope to “see” 
you again next year, in 2005.
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