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What's Hot!
Sycamore anthracnose was spotted this 
week causing blight symptoms on late 
emerging leaves. In general sycamores will 
not require any treatment and replace any 
lost leaves in June. 

Lacebugs have begun feeding on 
susceptible shrubs, such as azalea, 
rhododenron, pieris, cotoneaster and 
pyracantha in Sussex County, DE.  Spray 
coverage is important for lacebug control.  
Horticultural oil and contact herbicides 
(such as Talstar, Tempo, Scimitar, Astro 
and Sevin) only work if the insecticide 
coats the upper and lower surfaces of 
leaves.  Foliar-absorbed insecticides like 
Merit and Orthene must contact each leaf 
for uptake.  It is often best to replace 
susceptible plants grown in the sun with 
more resistant species.

Pine sawfly larvae on mugo pine can be 
hand picked and destroyed if numbers are 
low.  These early instars can also be 
controlled with horticultural oil.  

Elongate hemlock scale is present in all 
stages on hemlock now.  Look for 
yellowing of lower branches.  The damage 
may resemble spider mite damage but look 
for tan (female) and white (male) covers on 
needle undersides.  A hort oil may work 
now or try Merit or Orthene.  
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LEYLAND CYPRESS.  Samples of browning Leyland cypress still 
appear to be winter damage and not a pathogenic disease. One 
sample received this week was also heavily browsed by deer. 

JUNIPERS.  If junipers are brown, check for juniper webworm, and 
Kabatina blight. If those are not found, winter damage may be the 
culprit as well. On some wet sites, overall decline of plants may be 
due to root rot probably caused by the fungus Phytophthora.  

BLACK SPOT.  Protect hybrid tea roses and other susceptible roses 
from black spot by cleaning up any dead, fallen leaves or dead 
canes from under the plants . The new fungicides mentioned a few 
weeks ago ( #4, 4/23) for homeowners are excellent for black spot 
control. These include Immunox, Infuse, and Bayer Disease 
Control for Roses, Flowers and Shrubs. Old standbys such as 
Daconil, mancozeb and other contact fungicides are good and can 
be used alone or rotated with the newer systemic fungicides to 
prevent resistance. All the fungicides work best if used 
preventatively, which means applying the fungicides before 
symptoms (black spots) appear. The biorational products such as 
neem oil, potassium bicarbonate, and horticultural oil do not 
provide satisfactory control of black spot under our 
environmental conditions. 

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

PERIODICAL CICADAS, Magicicada spp. are making their presence 
known in mature woody landscapes or  relatively undisturbed 
forested areas.  Small mounds of soil beneath mature trees are 
caused by the mature nymphal stages of periodical cicadas, who 
construct these earthen turrets in moist, clay soils.  The good 
news is that periodical cicadas do not kill trees.  

This year's brood, Brood X, known as the "great eastern brood," is 
distributed over a large geographic area with heavy populations 
found in the eastern half of Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 
New Jersey, northern Virginia, West Virginia and nine other states 
in the Midwest and the Southeast.  For some reason these 
spectacular insects are generating more interest this year from the 
news media and the public than I can ever remember.  

Periodical cicadas are the longest-lived insects in and native to 
North America.  They are widely distributed over the eastern half 
of the United States and occur nowhere else in the world.  
Periodical cicadas are commonly called  "17-year locusts."  Early 
American colonists who’d never seen periodical cicadas were 
familiar with the biblical story of locust plagues so when cicadas 
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appeared by the millions, they assumed a "locust plague" had come upon them.  The term "locust" is correctly 
applied only to certain species of grasshoppers.  

In April mature nymphs burrow to about an inch beneath the soil surface where they stop and await the proper time 
to emerge.  When the undetermined signal for emergence occurs, some time during mid- to late May, nymphs exit 
from about a one-half inch diameter hole in the ground.  They crawl a foot or more up tree trunks or other upright 
objects where adults emerge leaving their nymphal exoskeletons behind.  During some years, practically all of the 
population in a brood in a forest may emerge on the same night, or on two or three different nights.  All of the 
broods in the Mid-Atlantic States require 17 years to reach maturity.  Adults are about one and one-half inches long 
and have reddish eyes and wing veins that are orange.  

The most noticeable damage by periodical cicadas is egg-laying by the females.  Leaves on twigs slit by the female's 
ovipositor will frequently wilt and die.  Many of the damaged twigs break off and drop to the ground.  Nurseries can 
suffer heavy pruning losses if high populations are close by in forested areas.  The effect of root feeding by the 
nymphal stage is considered inconsequential to the health of most trees.  

Small trees can be covered with a mesh cloth to prevent females from laying eggs in twigs.  Be sure to tie the mesh 
around the trunk of the tree so that females cannot get to the twigs by climbing up beneath the protective cover.  
Delaying the planting of ornamental trees during a periodical cicada year may also be considered.  
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