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What's Hot!
Bagworm hatch occurred this week, which 
is very early. You can spray newly hatched 
larvae with Bt or other labeled insecticides.  
Focus control first on plants that have old 
bags.  But soon hatched larvae might be 
windblown onto previously unaffected 
susceptible plants.  Scout susceptible 
species thoroughly because control is 
much more effective with small larvae.    

Dutch elm disease was diagnosed on 
American elm this week--also earlier than 
normal.

In northern DE, crabapple scab is now 
causing defoliation on susceptible trees--
its too late for treatment.

Brown patch on turf-type tall fescue was 
observed Monday following the weekend 
heat. Irregular tan blotches on the leaves 
are diagnostic, sometimes with reddish-
brown borders. A return to more normal 
temperatures should correct brown patch 
for now. 

Leaf cutter bee damage was observed on 
rose and Epimedium.  Look for large clean 
cuts on leaf margins (not small notches 
like black vine weevil).  There is  no 
control.

CORRECTION:  Rose slugs,  larvae of a 
sawfly, are actually leaf skeletonizers and 
do not make large holes in leaves.  

May 28,  2004

FROGEYE LEAFSPOT is now very apparent on red maple and silver 
maple. Look for characteristic spots with red or purplish red 
borders and tan centers. Spots can be numerous on red maple 
(Acer rubrum) and can cause some defoliation. Rainy, humid 
weather promotes this leaf spot but it is rarely a problem worth 
controlling.

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

ELONGATE HEMLOCK SCALE, Fiorinia externa, is a key pest of 
hemlock.  This armored scale insect is believed to have come to 
the United States from Japan.  In addition to hemlock, it affects 
fir, spruce, cedar, pine, Douglas-fir, and yew.  Feeding injury 
produces slower plant growth, chlorotic needles and premature 
needle drop that result in a thin, weakened plant. 
Egg laying is done over an extended period. The waxy cover of the 
adult female is about 3 mm long, somewhat narrow, and light 
brown. The male's waxy cover is much smaller and white. Mature 
females deposit eggs under their waxy cover.  Eggs hatch in about 
one month. First-instar nymphs called crawlers emerge and 
migrate to needles on the same plant. They settle on the 
undersides of the needles, insert their mouthparts, and begin to 
feed.  The crawlers molt after approximately 3-4 weeks. About 4 
weeks later females are mature and males emerge as tiny winged 
insects. Eggs are produced about 8 weeks after mating. Dispersal 
to other trees occurs primarily by windblown crawlers; up to 100 
meters or more from their point of origin. Additionally, crawlers 
may be dispersed over large distances on the feet and plumage of 
birds. This armored scale insect is more difficult to effectively 
manage than hemlock woolly adelgid on plants in the landscape 
and nursery. Control  is complicated by the overlap of various life 
stages; with a great number of crawlers during late May and early 
June but all stages possibly present during the entire growing 
season. 

Several parasitoids and predators provide some natural control of 
elongate hemlock scale populations.  Registered formulations of 
horticultural oil, insecticidal soap, Sevin, or Tempo applied to the 
undersides of hemlock needles during late May through early June 
reduce populations of this pest on infested trees.  Applications 
may need to be repeated according to insecticide specimen label 
directions from July through mid-September, if an infestation is 
severe. Research has shown that soil injection of Merit does not 
effectively manage this key pest.  Studies have also demonstrated 
that nitrogen fertilization of infested trees enhanced population 
increase. Be sure to maintain the health of infested hemlocks 
when they're subject to other stresses by mulching around trees 
and watering during periods of drought.

(Continued)

INSECTS
Gregory Hoover
Ornamental Extension Entomologist



Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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LEAF BLIGHT ON WITCHHAZEL  is caused by another species of the same fungus, Phyllosticta. This infection results in 
spots or in most cases blighted leaves that resemble leaf scorch caused by lack of water. In dead areas of the leaf 
tissue, the pin-head-sized black fruiting bodies of the fungus called pycnidia can be seen on the underside of the leaf. 
Hamamelis x  intermedia 'Arnold Promise' is very susceptible.

ASH ANTHRACNOSE is now present on susceptible ashes. Identified for the first time in DE last season, this common 
fungus disease is caused by the fungus Discula fraxinea.  Look for deformed, curled and twisted leaflets and dark 
brown to black infected leaf tissue. Occasionally this fungal disease will cause some defoliation of the lower canopy 
but control is not usually necessary.

RED THREAD IN TURF-TYPE TALL FESCUE appeared late last week and will continue where wet humid conditions 
favor infection. Usually red thread infects low fertility turf but conditions have been so favorable for infection in 
northern New Castle county that even healthy turf is suffering some infection. This disease is easy to diagnose when 
you see the bright coral red fungus threads growing on the leaf blades. It gives the infected spots a reddish tinge 
when looking down on the infected spots. This disease only infects the blades and not the crowns or roots so it will 
go away once the cooler, less humid weather returns. Generally by the time you see the spots it is too late for a 
fungicide application. Bayleton (triadimefon) is a good fungicide for control and is available as a granular formulation 
that homeowners can apply if needed. Homeowners can look for Bayer Advanced Lawn-Fungus Control for Lawns or 
Bonide Lawn Fungicide w/Bayleton.
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