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What's Hot!
Locally heavy infestations of bagworms 
have been reported on needled evergreens. 
The bags have no live caterpillars inside 
now, but about half of them will contain 
eggs. Sprays are useless at this point. Clip 
off as many as possible, and be ready to 
apply B.t. when eggs hatch in early 
summer.

Sussex County reported winter injury on 
evergeen magnolia, Helleri holly and 
leyland cypress. Nellie R. Stevens hollies 
are looking quite brown in New Castle 
County.  Most of the damaged leaves will 
simply fall off when new growth emerges.  
But, there may be some loss of plants 
installed late last fall.  Certainly, wait until 
new growth would normally begin before 
removing anything.

Foliage of American holly is showing more 
damage than normal from holly leafminer. 
It is too late to prevent the leaf drop that 
will occur on American holly this year. 
There is also increased incidence of the 
blotch leaf miner on inkberry (Ilex glabra) 
in the landscape. Leaves are mostly brown 
and the upper and lower leaf surface easily 
separates when torn to reveal a small 
pupal case.. For light infestations, pull off 
and destroy mined leaves before May.  Use 
foliar absorbed pesticides (like Orthene) or 
use a soil drench or microinjection of Merit 
for large larval populations in March.  Or 
you can control adult populations with a 
contact insecticide when they emerge in 
mid-May.
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WINTER DESSICATION OR SCORCH.   Some broadleaved 
evergreens are showing symptoms that include dry brown margins 
of leaves or entire brown branches. Southern magnolia, Magnolia 
grandiflora, will have brown spots along the midvein as well as 
marginal scorch. Plants that I appear to be affected the most 
include English holly, Southern magnolia, rhododendron, Burford 
holly, Oregon grape-holly (Mahonia), Fosters holly, some Japanese 
holly cultivars including Helleri holly, and to a lesser extent 
American holly. Winter desiccation occurs when the plants lose 
water from the leaves during warm winter afternoons or are in 
windy locations in full sun and cannot replace the water because 
the ground is frozen and water is unavailable to the plant. Often 
secondary fungi will infect the dead leaf tissue and the damage 
appears to be caused by a disease, which is not the case. Badly 
disfigured leaves will usually drop and there is no need for 
control. Some plants may need a little pruning to remove the 
worst damage especially if whole twigs are brown. This is more 
damage than we saw last year when the winter was actually colder 
and stayed cold but this past winter the fluctuations of 
temperature are more damaging to the broadleaved evergreens.

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

(Continued)

INSECTS
Gregory Hoover
Ornamental Extension Entomologist

HEMLOCK RUST MITE, Nalepella tsugifoliae, is an eriophyid mite 
that commonly attacks the foliage of Canadian hemlock, Tsuga 
canadensis, as well as fir, spruce, and yew.  Rust mites live on the 
surface of needles (upper and lower) and are active in fall, late 
winter and early spring.  Damage is often misdiagnosed as a 
nutrient deficiency, winter injury, or drought stress.  

Nymphs hatch from overwintering eggs usually in mid-March well 
before those of the spruce spider mite.  The hemlock rust mite, 
visible only with a hand lens,  has a carrot-shaped body and two 
pairs of legs.  Rust mites are “cool-season pests, with populations 
that build up quickly in the spring, increasing from late February 
through early May, decreasing in the summer and increasing in the 
fall when eggs are deposited.  

Rust mite damage gives needles a dusty, olive appearance.  Look 
closely at damaged needles with a hand lens to find tiny marks 
that run parallel to the midrib of the needle. These marks won't be 
apparent if the rust-colored appearance is due to a nutrient 
problem.  Manage this key pest by treating infested plants with 
horticultural oil from mid-March through April and again in 
September, if needed



Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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Diseases (Continued) 
ROSES. Now is the time to get 
roses pruned to remove the 
winter damaged and cankered 
canes before new growth gets 
going. If black spot has been a 
problem, old infections of the 
canes can be burned out with 
liquid-lime sulfur applications 
while the plants are still 
dormant. This reduces and 
delays black spot infections 
later. Remove all old fallen 
leaves and pruned canes from 
rose beds to reduce black spot 
fungi from hybrid tea roses and 
other susceptible varieties. 

CULTURAL INFO
MULCHING.   Be wary of the "blown-on" mulch process. While delivering that 
"newly mulched look" this application process can dump uncontrolled inches 
of product on the tender shoots of new spring growth. Continued applications 
can even endanger substantial and well-established trees and shrubs by piling 
mulch up against their trunks. 

Artillary fungus grows on wood and wood by-products.  Spores of the fungus 
can be shot significant distances.  These hard, crusted black spots the size of a 
pinhead are often impossible-to-remove.  Artillary fungus is more likely to 
appear or be attracted to chipped wood than decomposed triple ground bark 
mulch.  So, be sure to use well-composted mulch.

Colored mulches seem to be all the rage this year.  The verdict is still out on 
whether there is any long-term effect from the dyes on the growth and 
development of plants. Although there are several new chemistries that 
promise longer color retention, none of the colorants last longer than one 
season. Generally, the companies that use color additive are chopping old 
pallets or mill debris. Most of these materials have not been properly 
composted, are generally "hot" and can cause serious root burn on tender 
stock. 
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