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What's Hot!
Leyland cypress trees are still causing 
consternation in the industry.  A report 
from DDA Forestry cites 45 calls this 
spring.  Problems include insects 
(bagworms, spider mites, and scale); 
diseases (canker and root rot); and abiotic 
disorders (wet sites, stress, and rodent 
damage--rats and mice due to over 
mulching).

Powdery mildew (see diseases description) 
was also reported from one of the western 
most scouting sites in the Penn-Del IPM 
group (Heritage Lawn and Landscape Care, 
Thomasville, PA).

The first generation of fall webworm has 
been found throughout the reporting area.  
Caterpillars produce a web of fine silk over 
terminals.  Prune out webbed terminals if 
they are unsightly and to reduce the larger 
second generation, which will occur later 
in the season.

Gypsy Moth caterpillar population is low 
overall, but landscapers have observed 
several landscape situations where heavy 
feeding has taken a toll especially on Blue 
Spruce.  Interestingly, the timing of egg 
hatch seems sporadic with mature larvae 
feeding next to tiny new hatchlings. 
  
Cottony camellia scale crawlers hatched on 
Burford holly in the UDBG on May 27, 
2004.  This pest may not require control 
unless honeydew and sooty mold become 
objectionable.  If necessary, apply a 
horticultural oil or soap.

June 4,  2004

PYRACANTHA SCAB on Pyracantha sp. (firethorn) is present on 
old cultivars. Sooty black spots can be found on the upper and 
lower leaf surfaces.  Very small fruit will be blackened and scabby 
as well. Fungicides if needed should be applied during flowering. 
The newer varieties, such as Mohave, Teton and others, are 
resistant.

OAK LEAF BLISTER was observed on black oak in Newark last 
week. This fungal disease produces yellow raised blisters on the 
leaves of susceptible oaks such as pin, red, and black oak. The 
yellow raised blisters will eventually turn brown but no defoliation 
results so control is rarely needed. The size of the spots can vary 
from ¼ in to 1 1/2 inches. This disease can be confusing because 
it does not look like a typical leafspot disease.

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

BAGWORMS are now about ¼ inch long in Sussex County, DE and 
can be seen hanging from needles of pines, firs and spruces.  
Spraying next week should catch most of the hatched population.  
By waiting until next week only one treatment will be necessary. 
This size caterpillar is fairly easy to kill with good coverage.  

SPITTLE|BUGS.  Also you may see spittlebugs, those insects that 
live in a frothy mass on the ends of pines, hollies and herbaceous 
perennials. The rain will wash away the frothy mass but the insect 
will soon replace it with another mass of spittle.  Some species of 
spittlebug have a toxin that destroys plant tissue, causing leaf 
stunting, distortion, and twig dieback.  Plant diseases may invade 
through the feeding punctures.  When one or more spittle masses 
appear on most terminals of pine, consider spraying with a 
residual insecticide, such as Sevin, Tempo 2, Pestroy or Battle WP.

OTHER INSECTS.  Pine sawfly larvae are now between ¾ and 1 ¼ 
inch long on white pine. With low numbers, no treatment is 
needed.

Droughty conditions in Sussex County have led to increasing 
problems with grasshoppers. Small grasshoppers have been 
moving from drying grassy and weedy areas to lawns and gardens.

Asiatic garden beetles are now emerging from the soil. These 
beetles often feed on plants at night and disappear in the day.  
Look for them at the base annuals they have been feeding on. 

(Continued)

INSECTS
Derby Walker
Extension Agent 



Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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Diseases (Continued)

ROSE MOSAIC VIRUS is evident now on infected roses. The recent cool weather is ideal for symptom expression. 
Rose mosaic can have several symptom patterns including mottling of leaves, areas of light and dark green, yellow 
line patterns, and oak-leaf patterns that look like watermarks on the green leaves.  This systemic virus cannot be 
eliminated from the plant but it usually does not kill the plant. The infection can lead to poor vigor over time and 
can predispose the infected plant to winter-kill. It cannot be transmitted by pruning shears, so there are really no 
critical management recommendations.

POWDERY MILDEW will be seen on many herbaceous perennials from now on. It has been recently observed on bee 
balm, Monarda, a favorite host. Powdery mildews are troublesome for some plants and really detract from their 
normal appearance. If powdery mildew is particularly unsightly, it can be controlled fairly easy with either some 
“safer” products such as neem oil, hort oil or potassium bicarbonate or other traditional fungicides such as 
thiophanate-methyl (Cleary's 3336, Bonomyl, and others), myclobutanil (Eagle, Immunox), triforine (Funginex), and 
many others. Do not wait until the plant is severely infected. Begin sprays when the disease is first seen. If only a 
few leaves are infected, simply remove them. 
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