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What's Hot!
Twig flagging (breakage) from cicadas' egg-
laying activity is evident on trees now. 
Flagging appears as clusters of browning, 
dead leaves on twigs 10-15" long, that hang 
from broken twigs. Look for the rough slits 
along the twig where the female has used 
her saw-like ovipositor to make numerous 
slits or punctures into the twig and splinters 
the sapwood, weakening the twig making it 
susceptible to breakage. A single female can 
make up to 20 of these splinter pockets (24-
48 eggs per pocket). After hatching in the 
twigs, the nymphs drop to the ground and 
find a root to feed on for the next 17 years. 
Prune out twigs on prominent specimens or 
let them fall off naturally.  This damage is 
inconsequential for mature plants 

Check parsley for defoliation by the brightly 
colored caterpillars of black swallowtail 
(younger instars which are mostly dark may 
be present to but they will eat less). 
Handpicking will help reduce damage.

Red headed pine sawfly has been reported 
on white pine (Kent County).  This is the first 
generation and often controllable by 
handpicking.  Use summer oil for heavy 
infestations when larvae are small.

Eggs and crawlers of azalea bark scale have 
been reported from the City of Newark on 
hybrid azalea. Look for crawlers, chlorotic 
damage or sooty mold. Control only if there 
is excessive leaf yellowing or sooty mold but 
wait until all the crawlers have hatched.  Use 
a summer oil, insecticidal soap or Neem oil 
spray.

June 11,  2004

DISCULA ANTHRACNOSE has been diagnosed on flowering 
dogwood. With the recent wet weather and high humidity, leaf 
blighting is occurring as well as leaf spotting. Leaf spots are 
irregular, varying in size, and have reddish-purple margins and 
tan centers. Under favorable conditions the spots can coalesce and 
cause large brown areas on the leaves that progress into the 
petiole. This can result in twig or branch girdling if the fungus 
continues to move into the wood (cambium). Prune out all water 
sprouts or suckers because they are often infected. Fungicide 
sprays can be helpful if applied before blight symptoms are 
observed. The leaf spot phase is generally not harmful to the tree, 
but the blight phase can result in branch dieback if favorable 
weather continues. Usually this occurs in an understory planting 
or if plants are located in high humidity locations (by a water 

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
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TERMITES IN MULCH.  Termites can be found in mulch. Foraging 
workers seek the higher moisture/temperature buffering 
conditions prevalent in organic/inorganic mulches as they range 
(up to 300 feet) from their colonies. Termites however prefer to 
feed on lower lignin content wood and generally do not feed on 
bark.  Studies in Maryland compared eucalyptus, hardwood or 
pine bark mulch to a control diet of white birch and showed that 
survivorship rates of termites fed the mulch was significantly 
lower than for termites fed white birch.

In the field, mulch did improve conditions for termite foraging 
whether it was sanitized (treated) or not.  The study measured 
termite foraging activity beneath mulches of the three organic 
mulches above, plus pea gravel, with bare ground serving as a 
control. Termites were observed to travel within the mulch itself 
to get from soil to wood, confirming observations that mulches 
might provide a bridge between soil barrier treatment and wooden 
structures. The study concluded however that the microhabitat 
beneath the pea gravel mulch was more favorable to termite 
activity than that of organic mulches. 

The study concluded that foraging termites do not extensively 
feed on organic, wood-based mulches and recommended keeping 
mulches 18 inches from structures, never touching siding or 
window wells. The best practice is to avoid using excessive mulch 
levels so termites (and other occasional house invading pests like 
earwigs, centipedes, crickets and sow bugs) would face a more 
exposed drier habitat especially immediately adjacent to structure 
foundations or wooden landscape features.

(Continued)
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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Diseases (Continued)
feature, enclosed courtyard, heavy shade, etc.). In general, flowering dogwoods in full sun only get the leaf spot phase, 
and rarely need to be sprayed for anthracnose. If fungicides are needed, the new ones labeled for homeowners such as 
Immunox, Bonide Infuse, and Bayer Advanced Disease Control will do a good job along with Daconil, Spectro, and 
others.

IRIS LEAFSPOT is beginning to appear on bearded iris now. Look for small water-soaked spots that turn yellow. Later 
they enlarge and the centers become grey with reddish-brown borders. Older spots will merge and leaves can be 
prematurely killed leading to weakening of the rhizomes. Control the disease by removing all the old leaves in the fall 
and spray in the spring when the fan leaves are several inches tall. Apply thiophanate-methyl (Cleary's 3336, Bonomyl), 
Bayer Advanced Garden Disease Control, and other labeled fungicides according to the label. Most wettable powder 
fungicides will need a spreader-sticker added to the spray to keep the fungicide on the waxy leaves. 

CEDAR-APPLE RUST is apparent on susceptible crabapple varieties. Look for the bright red to orange spots on the upper 
leaf surface. They can be numerous to sparse. It is too late for fungicide application now and in most cases not needed. 

FOLIAR NEMATODE.  Damage on perennials is showing up already where rain has been plentiful. My own garden seems 
to be a haven for these critters. Poetic justice? Look for the angular yellow to brown areas on the infested lower leaves 
that are bordered by the vein pattern of the leaf. On my native geraniums (cranesbills) and plumbago the spots are red. 
On aster and heuchera the spots are yellow and brown. There are no controls for this pest in the landscape. Picking 
infested leaves and destroying may provide some control. 
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