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What's Hot!
Black vine weevil damage was reported on 
liriope this week.  Adults are now actively 
feeding on broadleaved evergreens.  Look 
for notched leaves, with the most damage 
usually showing up on interior leaves.  
Place pit-fall traps in soil under damaged 
plants to catch the night-feeding weevils.  
Foliar insecticides like Orthene, Dycarb, 
Talstar, Dursban, Tempo 2, Pestroy and 
others can be used on foliage when adult 
damage is objectionable.  
Entomopathogenic nematodes may 
control larvae in some situations, but 
drenching soil with chemicals to control 
larvae is not effective.

SHORT COURSES.  Three ornamentals 
short courses are coming up in July.  On 
July 13, Sue Barton will teach Landscape 
Design for Delaware at the Research and 
Education Center in Georgetown from 
6:30 to 8:30.  On July 15, Bob Mulrooney 
and Jo Mercer will teach Troubleshooting 
Landscape Problems from 6:30 to 8:30 at 
the New Castle County Extension Office in 
Newark and on July 27, Sue Barton and Jo 
Mercer will conduct a pruning workshop 
at the New Castle County Extension Office 
from 6:30 to 8:30.   Each of these short 
courses is $5.  To register, call Dot Milsom 
at 302-831-2531.
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TWOSPOTTED SPIDER MITE. Tetranychus urticae, is a general 
feeder that attacks a wide variety of plants including shade trees, 
shrubs, and flowers. It is extremely small and feeds on the 
underside of leaves, so it may be overlooked until the population 
is so large that the host plant is seriously injured. A recent 
specimen of rose foliage had heavy populations of this key pest.  
This spider mite overwinters as small, orange, eight-legged, 
mature females under bark or ground cover around the base of 
the host plant (most other species of spider mites overwinter as 
eggs). It has two dark spots composed of an internal accumulation 
of waste food that shows through the transparent body wall. After 
mating, females lay eggs on the underside of leaves at the rate of 
2-6 a day.  Each female may lay as many as 70 during her lifetime. 
Depending on weather conditions, a complete generation of 
twospotted spider mite may be completed in 7-20 days. All life 
stages of this species may be found on most host plants during 
the summer months. Drought seems to favor the development of 
severe infestations. This species may complete as many as 10 
generations in one year. 

This key pest damages plants by sucking plant fluid from the 
foliage. Light infestations usually go unnoticed; heavy infestations 
cause the leaves to become yellow or bronzed.  Infested foliage 
can be stippled or mottled in appearance. In some cases leaves 
may drop prematurely. Severely infested plants usually have a fine 
cobweb appearance on the leaves, particularly on the lower leaf 
surface. Since these mites are difficult to see with the naked eye, 
tap a branch sharply over a piece of white paper--if mites are 
present, they will show up on the paper as tiny, moving specks. 

This key pest can be managed by applying registered miticides 
such as Avid, Conserve, DeltaGard T & O, Floramite, Hexygon, 
horticultural oil, insecticidal soap, Mavrik Aquaflow, Scimitar, 
Tame, or Talstar Lawn & Tree Flowable during late June through 
July according to label directions. These products should be 
applied before serious plant damage occurs and repeated when 
indicated at 7-10 day intervals if the miticide specimen label 
permits.  Spider mites may develop resistance to any miticide 
used against them, so it is necessary to switch to another chemical 
class of miticide after every third application.  Spider mite 
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INSECTS
Gregory Hoover
Ornamental Extension Entomologist

populations may increase following the 
use of certain insecticides because natural 
predators are killed. Therefore, it is a 
good idea to add a miticide when treating 
mite-susceptible plants with insecticides. 
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(Continued)

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

CEDAR-QUINCE RUST is now very obvious where it occurs. Look 
for swollen fruit with white tubes emanating from them. When 
mature, the white tubes will turn orange from the spores 



Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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produced. Often green twigs and thorns on Washington hawthorn become infected as well and may or may not die. 
The cedar-quince rust fungus does not infect the leaves. If hawthorn leaves produce rusty spots, the cause is most 
likely cedar-hawthorn rust which occurs less frequently in this area. Cedar-quince rust will also cause the same 
symptoms on Amelanchier or serviceberry. Several hawthorns and serviceberries near the university are infected 
now. Fungicides are rarely needed, but if control is desired labeled fungicides should be applied several times when 
flowering just begins. 

HORSECHESTNUT.  Several pests affect horsechestnut. Leaf blotch, caused by a fungus Guignardia aesculi, is 
present in the landscape at a low level due to the lack of rainfall recently. The fungus causes brown blotches on the 
leaves usually between the veins, which have a yellow border. It can resemble leaf scorch caused by too little water. 
Usually no control is necessary. In wet seasons varying levels of defoliation can occur. Another horsechestnut 
problem is the skeletonizing feeding damage caused by Japanese beetles. After the beetles are done feeding only the 
veins remain. 

Diseases are on the wane since the warmer, drier weather has reached the northern part of the state as well. 
Downstate and other areas that have not had any rain for weeks will need to be thinking about watering newly 
planted trees and shrubs and other drought sensitive plants such as flowering dogwood.
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