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What's Hot!
Bagworms are so numerous this year, they 
have defoliated many plants other than 
the evergreens we usually associate them 
with.  On roadside plantings, bagworms 
have been observed on seviceberry, 
bayberry, and red twig dogwood.  You will 
need a residual insecticide for control at 
this point in the season.  Orthene is 
usually effective.

Powdery mildew is showing up on even 
the most resistant cultivars of phlox, like 
Phlox ‘David’ and Phlox ‘Robert Poore.”  
You can pull out or cut back plants that 
ruin the ornamental effect and hope for a 
little dry weather. 

There are a number of plants with spring 
or early summer bloom that can be cut 
back for repeat bloom.  Spirea and St. 
John’s wort can be sheared and will 
produce a second flush of flowers.  It is 
probably too late to prune back fall 
blooming asters that have flopped due to 
the excess moisture experienced in 
Northern Delaware.  Pruning now will 
result in very little flower display.  
Southern Delaware does not have this 
problem--most rain starved perennials are 
extremely compact.
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HYDRANGEA BLOOM.  Homeowners often have concerns about 
why plants are not blooming properly.  Here is the perfect 
example--a question from a Delaware Gardener News Journal 
reader.  “About three years ago I bought three variegated 
hydrangea bushes (1-2 feet tall) and planted them at the east end 
(getting full sun all morning) of the house in a flowerbed.  They 
are very healthy and growing wonderfully but they have yet to 
bloom.  Do you know what I can do to encourage these 
hydrangeas to bloom?”

This answer applies specifically to hydrangea, but a number of the 
reasons for failure to bloom will apply to other flowering plants.  

It is often a mystery why some plants fail to bloom. There are a 
number of possibilities for failure in your hydrangeas. The first is 
the spot where they are planted in too shady. Hydrangea tolerate 
some shade but need at least half a day of sun to bloom well.  Full 
sun all morning probably means that too much shade is not the 
cause in this case.  A second possibility is that the plants are 
receiving too much nitrogen.  Some plants respond to excess 
nitrogen with vigorous vegetative growth at the expense of 
flowering. A third possibility is that the cold winters we've had the 
past two years have injured flower buds.  On hydrangea, flower 
buds are set on growth that occurs the previous year and must 
overwinter.  Even though hydrangea are perfectly hardy in 
Delaware, they might have had their flowers nipped back.  
Improper pruning (at the wrong time) or deer browsing might also 
remove flower buds so hydrangea won't bloom the following year. 
The final reason might be that the plants are just too immature to 
bloom. It sound like you planted rather small specimens to start 
and it could be that they will just take some time to become 
established in their new location and become mature enough to 
start blooming. 

(Continued)

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

RAIN, RAIN, RAIN. What a pattern! Good season to be a fungus, 
bacteria, or foliar nematode--it's a lot tougher if you're a 
susceptible crabapple. Diseases previously mentioned continue to 
be seen in the landscape. A few new ones have appeared such as 
downy mildew on aster 'Purple Dome'. Downy mildew (caused by 
the fungus Basidiophora) produces angular light green to yellow 
spots on the upper side of the leaf and produces sparse tufts of 
fungal growth on the lower surface once the spot turns brown. 
Advanced infections produce brown crispy leaves with yellow 
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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edges bordering any green tissue that may be present. The disease begins at the base of the stem and progresses 
upwards. 

SPHAEROPSIS TIP BLIGHT on large budded pine such as Scots, Austrian and Red pine has been observed recently. 
The new shoots are dead and the emerging needles are half to a third their normal size.  It's too late for control this 
season.  Prune out the dead candles and remove infected needles and cones from under the trees. See the fact sheet 
for more information, .  

STINK HORN FUNGI.  The rain is also producing new crops of stink horn fungi, other mushrooms and slime molds in 
mulched beds. The gray slime mold that coats turfgrasses is also very common. These are harmless and can be 
raked away or broken up with a hard stream from a garden hose. 

BACTERIAL LEAF BLIGHT.  Look for bacterial leaf blight to be a problem in mums if this weather pattern continues. 
Applications of copper containing fungicides can reduce bacterial populations on the leaves prior to the onset of any 
symptoms, and may help control or suppress this disease on mums in the landscape or in production.

http://ag.udel.edu/extension/information/pp/pp-03.htm
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