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What's Hot!
An unusual ID this week was psocids 
(barklice) on red cedar from along the 
Delaware coastline. These uncommon 
insects resemble aphids (but chewing not 
piercing-sucking mouthparts and lacking 
cornicles); they feed on mold, fungi, 
pollen and dead insect fragments. They 
occur in  large numbers, sometimes under 
silken webs, but are not the cause of the 
red cedar decline along the coast  they are 
merely opportunistic inhabitants of 
stressed hosts.

It seems like Japanese beetles are 
abundant and early this year. They are 
doing heavy damage to landscape plants 
around the area. People seem to be 
surprised that it's happening so soon, and 
have been caught off guard in protecting 
their roses and other susceptible plants.  
Damage occurs as lacing  of host leaves.  
Caterpillars, in contrast, eat the entire 
leaves minus the veins from outside edge 
inward.  Weekly sprays of labeled 
insecticides provide only partial control.  
Homeowners should be discouraged from 
using traps as they will only attract more 
Japanese beetles to an area or garden.  
Handpicking can be effective for highly 
desirable plants.

Trees such as Bradford pear have stout 
twigs that may not break off right away 
from the cicada oviposition damage. The 
leaf wilting, browning and dieback still 
occur, though, so panicked clients think 
they are seeing fireblight or some other 
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RAIN.  In areas that have been receiving rain many diseases we've 
already covered are continuing to increase. Crabapple scab is 
causing defoliation on susceptible trees now.  On flowering 
dogwood, powdery mildew is increasing and Discula anthracnose 
is very evident. Cedar-apple rust on crabapple is also very evident. 
It looks like it is going to be a good season for rust diseases. 

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

LACE BUGS.  Lace bugs are a fairly large group of true “bugs” 
including approximately 140 North American species.  These 
small insects (> 8mm) get their name from elaborately sculpted 
thorax and wings but nymphs may lack the lacelike appearance, 
bearing spines instead.

You are more likely to see the damage caused by these small pests 
than the pests themselves, but you can confirm the infestation by 
looking carefully for the nymphs, adults and black tar-like fecal 
spots they leave behind.  They often build up to large populations.  
Lace bugs have sucking mouthparts and their feeding causes 
yellowish-brown spots and bronzing on host leaves.  Substantial 
damage will cause foliage to turn completely brown and fall from 
the tree/shrub.  The damage is apparent on the top surface of the 
leaf; by turning the leaf over you can see eggs, adults, nymphs and 
black "tar" spots of fecal matter.  

Most lace bugs are host specific, feeding on one plant or a small 
group of related plants.  Three lace bugs common now are 
hawthorn lace bug infesting hawthorn, quince, cotoneaster, 
pyracantha, and serviceberry, the oak lace bug, almost exclusively 
found on oak and the rhododendron lace bug.  

Lace bugs are multigenerational and have had the whole growing 
season as a head start.  Scout for these insects where you see 
symptoms of off-color or bronzing by turning leaves over and 
looking for the life stages or black fecal spotting. Use organic 
controls including horticultural oil or insecticidal soap but since 
these only work by contact and have no residual activity you must 
spray the undersides of the infested hosts for effective control. 
Insecticides that are effective include acephate, carbaryl, 
cyfluthrin, fenpropathrin, malathion, or pyrethrin but their use 
should only be in cases of high populations and valuable plant 
material. One or two repeat treatments may be needed at 10- to 
14-day intervals and coverage is important. These materials will 
likely eliminate many of the beneficials that are help keep the lace 
bug populations in check and you might risk pest resurgence.
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INSECTS
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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malady. Careful examination of the 
twig bark at the transition zone 
from live to dead will reveal 3/16 
to 1/4 inch long slits in the bark. 
We have seen several cases in 
which the slits were relatively 
smooth and inconspicuous, rather 
than raised and jagged as they 
often appear.

What's Hot (Continued)

ASTER RUST.  If your ornamental goldenrods are looking poorly, check 
out the undersides of the leaves for the bright yellow-orange pustules of 
aster rust, Coleosporium. There is no effective chemical control at this 
time, but if severe, rust can kill the lower leaves. 

DAYLILY LEAF STREAK.  Look for daylily leaf streak with high humidity 
and rainfall. This disease, caused by the fungus Aureobasidium, produces 
elongated yellow streaks on the leaves often with a reddish-brown 
margin. Early symptoms include irregularly shaped brown blotches on 
the leaves. Fungicides such as Daconil will provide control if applied 
before symptoms appear. As the weather cools late in the summer the 
plants recover on their own without chemical controls. 
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