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What's Hot!
Pine sawflies from the second to fourth 
instar have been identified on loblolly 
pine in Sussex county.  If infestations are 
light and trees are relatively small, 
handpicking is a reasonable control 
strategy.  Horticultural oil works on early 
instars and residual insecticides like 
Orthene, Pestroy and Merit work on older 
larvae.  

Oak spangle leaf gall was observed in New 
Castle County.  This gall looks like a 
suction cups attached to the underside of 
oak leaves.  Each cup is a dusty gray color 
with brown/burgundy around the rim.  
The top of the leaf has a yellowed spot 
that reveals where the gall is attached.  A 
tiny wasp laid eggs on the newly emerged 
leaves.  The developing larval insect gives 
off chemicals that induce abnormal leaf 
tissue growth.  The larvae lives cozily 
inside the gall feeding on protein rich 
plant exudates--another way these 
remarkable insects change the host 
plant's metabolism.  These structures are 
a curiosity in need of no intervention.

Japanese beetles continue to wreak havoc 
on favored host plants, resulting in leaves 
looking like ragged lace.

Bark lesions that ooze resin on 
Chamaecyparis and Leyland cypress are a 
sign of stressed plants that may infected 
infected with Seiridium canker. Years of 
heat and drought followed by excessive 
rain seem to have made many plantings 
susceptible to infection and dieback. 
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GRASSHOPPERS.  The southern part of Delaware is very droughty 
and grasshoppers are becoming a major problem in crops, 
vegetable gardens and flowers. There are several species involved 
and some are harder to kill than others. They are moving into the 
landscape from roadsides, waste areas, and grassy fields. They 
will eat a wide variety of plants and can devour a lot of foliage in 
short period of time. The home gardener has few choices--Sevin, 
Cygon or hot pepper wax (repellant).  Commercially, Asana XL, 
Cygon and Sevin are materials to try.  In addition to treating the 
infested plants, spray a border area around them. Grasshoppers 
prefer to move by walking or jumping. They generally only fly 
short distances when they are disturbed.

PSYLLIDS.  Jumping lice nymphs or psyllids are also commonly 
found on a wide variety of plants. They look like small cicadas and 
are only about 1/10 of an inch long. Their feeding produces a 
granular wax like pellet and they can be confused with wooly 
aphids or mealybugs.  Being a sucking insect, the plants may turn 
black with sooty mold and some species are transmitters of 
disease agents.  Insecticidal soaps, azadirachtin (Azatin EC, 
Benefit, Bioneem or Turplex)  neem (Azatin, Bioneem or Margosan-
O) and Merit are labeled products.

(Continued)

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

RAIN.  Depending where you live, the rain amounts received on 
Monday will be favorable for some new disease development. Look 
for Pythium and Phytophthora root rots in areas that are not well 
drained and where water might have ponded for some time. The 
humidity that follows storms like this one will favor downy 
mildews and other leaf blights such as Botrytis blight, Alternaria, 
and bacterial leaf spots on asters, mums, zinnia and other annuals 
and perennials. On turf, diseases such as brown patch, Pythium 
blight, and dollar spot can increase especially if night 
temperatures hover around 70°F. Powdery mildew will also 
continue to be troublesome when humidity is high with or without 
rain. Preventative spraying for some of these diseases may be 
advisable where disease control is important.

CRAPEMYRTLE are in bloom now and provide a reminder that 
powdery mildew is a troublesome disease on the old cultivars 
because it infects the flower trusses and prevents blossoms from 
opening when infection is severe. The breeding program at the 
U.S. National Arboretum released new cultivars that are resistant 

INSECTS
Derby Walker
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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Prune out affected areas and pay close 
attention to cultural needs.

Black spot on American elm was 
observed in Newark. Look for numerous, 
small raised black spots on the leaves. It 
is a minor disease and does not need to 
be controlled.

to powdery mildew and no longer a concern. A short list of 
cultivar names to look for depending on flower color and size 
would be 'Hopi', 'Zuni', 'Apalachee', 'Sioux', 'Biloxi', 'Natchez', 
'Tuskegee', and 'Witchita'. Before buying one of the new dwarf 
cultivars I would suggest asking the nurseryman if it is resistant to 
powdery mildew. The new dwarf cultivars vary in their resistance 
or susceptibility to powdery mildew.
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