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KNOCKOUT ROSES.  Knockout roses are great options for 
plantings that receive very little attention, but it is a mistake to 
assume they do not need any care at all. We are seeing samples 
come into the Clinic showing environmental stress, salt injury, 
herbicide injury, nutritional deficiencies, and insect damage. 
Pruning of plants every spring or every other spring will help 
open up the canopy and increase air circulation in established 
plantings. Prune in late winter or early spring and reduce the 
plant by about 1/3, then remove a few canes all the way down to 
the base.  It is always a good practice to remove any canes that 
were dead the previous season.  A light trim after the first flush 
of blooms, along with some fertilizer, can help re-shape and perk 
up a plant as well. Remember to check for insects such as spider 
mites and rose slugs. Knockout roses do get some black spot, but 
it is usually easily controlled by trimming off affected leaves and 
keeping plants healthy and well watered. 

Bagworms are already in the "dunce cap" 
stage in Georgetown. Early populations can 
be managed with Bt, spinosad (Conserve) 
or Acelepryn. 

Brown marmorated stink bugs are being 
found on plants in the landscape. Let Brian 
Kunkel (bakunkel@udel.edu) know if you 
see these critters feeding on your 
ornamental plants.

Within the last week in Ohio there has 
been a striking decline in infected trees in 
areas of established Emerald Ash Borer 
populations. With EAB so close to our area, 
keep a particularly close eye on Ash trees 
right now as they fully leaf out. If they are 
having great difficulty, trust your instincts 
and call the Department of Agriculture. 
The recently identified Bucks County, PA 
infection was first noticed by a green 
industry professional just like you!

Bob Mulrooney retired after 38 (!) years 
with Delaware Cooperative Extension. He 
said goodbye in last week's column, but I 
wanted to take this opportunity (he didn't 
leave me enough space last week) to thank 
Bob for all his contributions to the green 
industry. His interest in gardening took 
him way beyond the typical agronomic 
plant pathology and he truly served all of 
agriculture.  As someone in a Hort 
Industry Expo evaluation said this past 
January “We want more Bob!” 

What's Hot!

ROSESLUG SAWFLIES are actively feeding on roses throughout the 
state.  This herbivorous wasp has green colored caterpillar-like 
immature stages with smooth to bristly looking skin depending 
on the species.  There are up to three species in our area 
including the common roseslug, bristly roseslug and the curled 
roseslug.  Early instar larvae feed on the underside of leaves and 
cause a windowpane type of damage.  These irregular whitish 
patches on the leaves are the result of the epidermis and lower 
spongy layer of the leaf being eaten away leaving only the 
epidermal cells.  The common roseslug causes windowpane 
damage by feeding on either the upper or lower surface of the 
leaf.  If the damage occurs on expanding leaves, the epidermis 
breaks to form a hole in the leaf.  Larger instar larvae chew 
irregular sized holes into leaves without making the 
windowpanes.  Bristly roseslug sawflies have more than one 
generation per year whereas the common roseslug sawfly has 
only one.

Physically removing the larvae is an easy control tactic if you see 
the insect on the plants; however their coloration can make this 
more of a challenge since the insect's color helps them hide on 
the leaves.  Applications of insecticidal soap can be effective if 
coverage is adequate; thus the underside of leaves needs to be 
sprayed.  Carbaryl, pyrethroids, spinosad, diflubenzuron (an IGR) 
and neonicotinoids are other products available for use.  
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Diseases (Continued)

DOWNY MILDEW IN COLEUS AND IMPATIENS.  Downy mildew is 
showing up on several bedding plants we are not used to seeing it on, 
such as impatiens and coleus.  Greenhouse and retail managers 
should be scouting for symptoms. Look for curling leaves, brown 
patches on the tops and margins of leaves, and slight dark fuzz on 
the underside of leaves. Send suspect plants to your local diagnostic 
lab for confirmation, and then remove affected plants from 
greenhouses by putting in a plastic bag before carrying out to the 
trash. Do not leave affected plants exposed on top of cull piles. 
Downy mildew is favored by cool, wet conditions and may be difficult 
to control once symptoms are evident.  Preventative spraying with 
fungicides such as Subdue MAXX, Adorn, Stature, Segway and Fenstop 
is recommended.  Adorn+Protect has some clean up activity, but clean 
seedlings and preventative fungicides are always the best option. 
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The good news is, with this issue we 
get to welcome Nancy Gregory as the 
Ornamentals Hotline regular plant 
pathology columnist.  Nancy runs the 
Plant Diagnostic Clinic at UD and has 
been a guest contributor to Hotline for 
a number of years.  Welcome Nancy 
and we look forward to lots of great 
columns throughout the rest of 2012.
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