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AZALEA LEAF GALL was observed on susceptible azaleas growing  
in deep shade in a moist location. The thick fleshy leaves are 
green initially turn white then darken as they age. It is a minor 
fungus disease and can be controlled by just picking off and 
discarding infected leaves.

IRIS RUST on Japanese iris was evident by the numerous small, 
dark red raised pustules on infected leaves. Fungicides may be 
needed if the disease appears every year. 

CEDAR-APPLE RUST ON CRABAPPLE. The early stages of infection 
are present in the landscape. The yellow-orange to orange spots 
on the upper leaf surface are the earliest spermagonia stage. 

Ambrosia beetle frass and damage began 
to show up with the last pulse of warm 
weather. It can be scouted for and treated 
with several persistent pesticides 
(pyrethroids, op's) throughout adult flight 
times.

Currant sawfly was found on gooseberry. 
They can do heavy feeding damage in a 
short amount of time to this desirable 
native plant.  Remember that B.t. can't be 
used for sawfly larvae control, no matter 
how much they look like caterpillars!

Hemlock Woolly Adelgid egg hatch has 
occurred, but overall hatch percentages 
are low. Wait to treat with hort. oil. Petal 
fall of Kousa dogwood is a good 
phenological indicator for this.

Lacebugs are prevalent in Sussex County, 
DE.  Hort oil or insecticidal soap applied to 
the undersides of leaves will provide good 
control of early infestations with low 
impact on natural enemies.  For more 
complete ID and control information, refer 
to Issue 7.

Remember:
Website for Hotline photos is: 

Hotline issues from previous years can 
also be found on this site.

http://sites.udel.edu/ornamentals/

What's Hot!
PINE NEEDLE SCALE, Chionaspis pinifoliae, crawlers are actively 
searching for places to settle and feed.  Crawler activity may 
begin as early as full bloom of Forsythia intermedia, however peak 
crawler activity is 498 (range 63 - 1046) GDD .  Crawlers are light 50

purple to reddish in color until they settle and turn a light yellow 
color with a dark longitudinal line down the center.  Crawlers may 
spread by crawling, wind or birds.  This scale prefers pines, 
especially Scotch and mugho, but may also be found on firs, 
Douglas firs, and spruces and is found on the needles.  Adults 
appear as white oyster-shaped scales and when populations are 
large, give plants a frosted appearance.  Untreated heavily 
infested plants may cause needles to turn yellow to brownish in 
color and may cause twigs or branches to die.  Females mate with 
males and lay about 40 reddish colored eggs during the summer 
around 1622 -  2745 [2053 peak] GDD .  The second generation 50

of crawlers usually begins at 1791 GDD .  Another closely related 50

scale, Chionaspis heterophyllae (commonly called PINE SCALE or 
PINELEAF SCALE), is known to feed on pines predominately, but 
has been reported on fir and spruces.  The differences between 
the two are only noticeable under a microscope.

Natural enemies, such as the twice-stabbed lady beetle and 
parasitoids, attack this scale species.  Treatment options include:  
horticultural oil, insecticidal soap, dinotefuran, acetamiprid, 
pyriproxyfen, buprofezin, acephate, and synthetic pyrethroids 
such as deltamethrin.  In some cases, such as on Christmas tree 
farms, removal of heavily infested trees reduces the likelihood of 
other nearby trees becoming infested.   
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Diseases (Continued)

These will develop into aecia that produce tube-like projections on the lower leaf surface in June, and the spores 
produced then will infect juniper in July.

CEDAR-QUINCE RUST is now appearing on fruit of hawthorn. Look for the white tube-like projections on the fruit. 
This is disease only infects the fruit and green twigs on susceptible hawthorn like Washington Hawthorn and others. 
Control is usually not warranted.

MONILINIA BLIGHT. Several issues ago, extensive Monilinia blight infection was reported as present on several 
Japanese quince in the UDBG. That initial flower infection has resulted in excessive dieback of small twigs on those 
shrubs. That same fungus can infect Kwanzan cherry. Some tip dieback is caused by the same fungus (Monilinia 
laxa). It produces symptoms on the cherry that could be misdiagnosed as fire blight that cherries do not get. Prune 
out infected shoots at this point.
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