
r eFo  mor t informa ion

Issue 9

on pests & practices covered in this 
newsletter, call your County Extension Office

Garden Line
     (for home gardeners only)
New Castle County Extension
Kent County Extension
Sussex County Extension

831-8862

831-2506
730-4000
856-7303

Helpful numbers to know:

Cooperative Extension Education in Agriculture and Home Economics, University of Delaware, Delaware State University and the United States Department of Agriculture cooperating.  
Janice A. Seitz,  Director.  Distributed in furtherance of Acts of Congress of March 8 and June 30, 1914.  It is the policy of the Delaware Cooperative Extension System that no person shall be 
subjected to discrimination on the grounds of race, color, sex, disability, age, or national origin.

UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE                COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

May 28, 2010

DOGWOOD ANTHRACNOSE.  Both anthracnose diseases on 
flowering dogwood were observed last week. Numerous small 1/8 
in diameter spots on the leaves indicates spot anthracnose. 
Discula anthracnose has larger irregular spots with a red brown 
border. Spot anthracnose is usually not an important disease 

BAGWORMS:  Bagworms are caterpillars (Lepidoptera: Psychidae) 
that prefer to feed on juniper, arborvitae, and Leyland cypress, 
but will eat a variety of other deciduous and coniferous plants.  
Eggs hatch at 364-710 GDD  (peaks at 580) and the peak hatch 50

should be sometime this week.  Larvae feed 519-3041 GDD  50

(1453 peak) or when Viburnum dentatum is in full bloom and 
begin to pupate around mid-August to early September.   

Early in the season, look for the 'dunce-cap' stage of feeding--
small larvae that carry their bags in an upright position.  As they 
continue to grow, the bag hangs down in the commonly seen 
fashion.  Egg hatch may continue until about mid-June for some 
isolated groupings of bagworm eggs.  Do not forget to scout 
plants near plants infested last year because the hatchlings 
disperse by ballooning on the wind to nearby plants.

Applications at the end of May often miss late hatching eggs; 
thus additional applications may be needed later in the year to 
get complete control.  In contrast, waiting until mid- to late-June 
should result in one application to obtain control.  Additional 
treatments may be needed if application technique is poor or a 
plant is accidentally missed.  Populations vary for different 
locations; thus scouting is important.  

One control tactic is to physically remove the bags late fall 
through spring, but this is often too labor intensive or 
impractical because of tree or shrub size.  Companion plants 
encourage parasitoids to remain in the area to attack bagworm 
pupae.  Previous research here at the University of Delaware 
found late season applications of Acelepryn (chlorantraniliprole) 
controlled bagworms as well as Orthene (acephate).  Dipel (B. 
thuriengensis 'kurstaki'), Conserve (spinosad) and Acelepryn 
(chlorantraniliprole) are excellent products to apply around mid 
to late June for bagworm control while conserving the natural 
enemies feeding on bagworms such as wasps and parasitoids.  
Pesticide applications targeting early instars are generally more 
effective than targeting larger bagworms.  Other products 
available include Confirm, Tempo, Permethrin Pro, or other 
pyrethroids.  

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

What's Hot!
Cottony maple leaf scale was observed on 
one of the pagoda dogwoods near the 
parking garage the UD campus.  We've seen 
it in Sussex County and have gotten 
reports from subscribers about a high 
prevalence of this pest. Scout first to make 
sure you have crawlers active before 
making an application, mainly because of 
the large window of crawler activity. 
Horticultural oil twice provides good 
control while having a minimal impact on 
beneficials. 

Azalea lace bug is infesting susceptible 
plants, especially those in sunny simple 
landscapes without plant diversity to 
support beneficial insects.  Control with 
repeated applications of horticultural soap 
or oil and be sure to reach leaf undersides.
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Gordon  Johnson
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WEEDS

WHITE CLOVER is in bloom across the 
state, producing significant amounts of 
hard seed that remains in the soil for a 
long time. Years with cool moist springs 
and mild summers favor germination and 
proliferation of this low growing 
sloloniferous perennial legume. It fixes N 
and can be beneficial in low maintenance.  
However, in  residential lawns it is viewed a 
weed because it is short lived and attracts 
bees. White clover is most prevalent in turf 

(Continued)
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

affecting tree health. Unless the spots of Discula anthracnose blight the 
leaves and the fungus grows down the petiole into the twig it too is not 
much of a disease problem. If the fungus grows into the twigs, leaf spot 
control may reduce the twig blight and canker phase of the disease. 
Daconil, Infuse, Immunox for homeowners work well. 

AZALEA LEAF GALL was observed on susceptible azaleas growing in 
deep shade in a moist location. The thick fleshy leaves are green 
initially turning white then darken as they age. It is a minor fungus 
disease and can be controlled by just picking off and discarding the 
infected leaves.

IRIS RUST was observed on Japanese iris with  dark red raised pustules 
on leaves. Fungicides may be needed if the disease appears yearly.

CEDAR-APPLE RUST. Early stages of infection are occurring the 
landscape. The yellow orange to orange spots on leaves are the earliest 
spermagonia stage. These will develop into aecia which produce tube-
like projections on the lower leaf surface in June, and the spores 
produced then will infect juniper in July.

Diseases (Continued)

receiving limited nitrogen and 
tolerates low mowing. Control by 
increasing nitrogen fertilization, 
cutting higher, and managing for a 
dense grass stand. Postemergence 
broadleaf herbicides effective on 
white clover including triclopyr, 
clopyralid (clopyralid is not for use 
in residential turf), quinclorac, and 
fluroxypyr.  Broadleaf herbicide 
mixtures that include 2,4-D, 
dicamba, MCPP, or MCPA in 
combination or with one or more of 
the materials previously listed are 
also effective.

Weeds (Continued)


	Page 1
	Page 2

