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PYRACANTHA SCAB.  A sample of scab on firethorn (Pyracantha) 
was received this week.  Pyracantha scab is caused by the fungus 
Venturia inaequalis f.sp. pyracanthae.  This fungus does not cause 
scab on apple, and the apple scab pathogen doesn't cause disease 
on firethorn.   The symptoms include dark spreading spots on 
leaves and fruits that form as the fungus grows between the 

Calico scale crawlers have been identified 
in Sussex County this past week.  
Normally, we don’t see Calico scale 
crawlers until mid-June, so they are early 
this year.  This scale is usually controlled 
by beneficials but if honeydew and sooty 
mold become a problem or immatures 
cause leaf stunting, use a residual or foliar 
absorbed pesticide once crawlers settle.

Start scouting for bagworm early this year.  
Look for new bags on host plants, 
especially where large, old bags are 
present.  Look on outer foliage in full sun.  
Bt will control young larvae in Jule and 
early July.  After mid-July we have to rely 
on residual insecticides.

Consider a reapplication of crabgrass 
preemergent this June.  We have had a 
wet, cool spring.  The rainfall may have 
washed away the herbicide barrier before 
all the crabgrass germinates.  Germination 
may also be late due to cooler than normal 
temperatures during much of the spring.  
On the other hand, cool temperatures will 
also tend to preserve the herbicide barrier, 
so don’t automatically reapply 
preemergents unless you have reason to 
suspect escapes, such as high populations 
causing added weed pressure or areas 
with known high rainfall.  

What's Hot!
LECANIUM SCALES.  Two species of Lecanium scales are 
problematic in our landscapes and the next few weeks offer good 
management opportunities. Fletcher scale (Parthenolecanium 
fletcheri) affects a wide variety of coniferous plants such as 
Taxus, arborvitae, junipers, and Taxodium spp. European fruit 
lecanium (Parthenolecanium corni) affects a broad range of 
woody plants such as redbud, hawthorn, dogwood, and oak. 

Lecanium scales are soft scales. They appear like little brown 
lumps grouped along tree branches as adults. They feed in the 
phloem (on plant sap). The clear sticky substance that gets on 
pavement and cars is “honeydew”,  the scales’ excrement. Sooty 
mold, a black fungus often grows on the honeydew. Honeydew 
rain from the developing nymphs and adults  was noticeable in 
early May. Lecanium scales may look slightly different depending 
on the host plant affected.

Lecanium scales have one generation per year. One adult female 
scale produces between 1000-3500 eggs. Penn-Del IPM Research 
group data has European fruit lecanium eggs after May 9 (319-
1328 GDD, median=654) and Fletcher scale eggs from April 16 
(171-1438 GDD, median=592) . The crawler (hatchling nymph) 
stage for both species historically occurs about June 1 in our 
region (850-900 GDD). This number is rapidly approaching. The 
crawlers will migrate to the undersides of leaves/needles and 
spend the summer months there then migrate back to the 
branches to spend the fall and winter. They will resume growth, 
mate, and lay eggs the following spring.

The settled crawler stage is the best time to control lecanium 
scales. Many insecticidal products are registered for this purpose 
but horticultural oils work quite well. Occasionally, a re-
application is needed about 3 weeks after the initial application 
to ensure that all crawlers have emerged. Other options are 
selected systemics applied in early spring. Many naturally 
occurring parasites and predators may control lecanium scales, 
but parasites have been less active recently.

(Continued)
View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/
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cuticle and the epidermis.  Fungal spores are formed and germinate within two weeks under cool moist conditions.  
Severely infected leaves and fruit may drop.  The pathogen survives on infected leaves and twigs, so sanitation is 
important.  Fungicide sprays should be used at bud break on susceptible cultivars, before symptoms develop.  There 
are resistant cultivars, and some available that are resistant to fire blight as well, including Apache, Cadange Saphyr 
Orange, Cadrou Saphyr Rouge, Navaho, Pueblo, and Teton.

RED THREAD.  Red thread on turfgrass is caused by the fungus Laetisaria, which often survives in thatch.  Under 
cool and humid conditions, patches of grass become water-soaked and brown.   Pink to red to orange colored 
mycelium of the fungus may grow along infected leaf blades, especially under foggy, rainy conditions.  Fescue, 
bluegrass, bent grass, and rye are all susceptible, but cultivars may vary.  Turf that is stressed by low temperatures, 
drought, or low fertility may be more susceptible to red thread.  A soil test may be helpful in determining whether to 
apply a fertilizer, and what type.  Remove thatch and avoid watering late in the day.  In severe cases, fungicide 
applications may be necessary in the early spring.
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