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FROGEYE OR PHYLLOSTICTA LEAF SPOT is present on red or 
swamp maple, silver maple, box elder and Japanese maple. You 
can find frogeye where there has been rainfall. Spots are usually 
circular with brownish red borders and lighter centers. They can 
be numerous especially on red maple (Acer rubrum). This disease 
can cause some leaf loss when extensive but rarely impacts tree 
health. It is too late for any fungicide application.

CEDAR-APPLE RUST.  A sample of cedar-apple rust on eastern red 
cedar 'Emerald Sentinel' came into the Diagnostic Clinic. The 
woody galls on the twigs were covered with the gelatinous orange-
red spore horns. The spores produced on the eastern red cedar 
blow to susceptible apple and crabapple and cause leaf spots on 
those hosts later in the spring. Recent wet weather has been ideal 
for spore production. The early stages of infection are evident on 
crabapples. 

CEDAR-QUINCE RUST was also present on another eastern red 
cedar adjacent the one described above.. Cedar-quince rust does 
not produce the round woody galls but slight swellings on small 
branches. These swellings are covered with orange-red jelly-like 
globs. The spores produced on these swellings infect the fruit and 

Crabapple scab and sycamore anthracnose 
have been increasing in the landscape .  

Powdery mildew is present on flowering 
dogwood (Cornus florida).  If you need to 
control powdery mildew on susceptible 
trees, now is the time for the first 
application of labeled fungicides or a 
biorational product such as 1% neem oil, 1% 
horticultural oil or potassium bicarbonate.  
Apply products every 2-3 weeks until the 
first week of August to get good control of 
powdery mildew.

What's Hot!
HAWTHORN LEAFMINER/HAWTHORN LEAFMINING SAWFLY/ 
CHERRY SAWFLY.  A pest with many common names, Profenusa 
canadensis, has become quite active in our area over the last few 
years. It is commonly found on several hawthorn (Crataegus) 
species/cultivars. Damage begins as small, brown spots on leaves 
and grows to blotches that may take up ½ to 3/4 of a hawthorn 
leaf. Viewed from afar, the damage resembles drought stress 
(which is obviously not happening now!).

Hawthorn leafminer has one generation per year, overwintering in 
soil as pupae. At hawthorn leaf bud break, adults emerge, mate, 
and lay small numbers of eggs in the upper surface of newly 
developing leaves (especially outer margins and the bottom 
portion of leaves). Adults, active now (mid-April-mid-May), are 
black, about 2/10 inch (4 mm) long, and resemble small, stout-
bodied bees. Monitor with yellow sticky cards hung in trees, or 
observe them hovering over leaves on sunny days. Egg hatch 
occurs in 5-10 days. White colored larvae hatch and feed inside 
leaves and eventually reach 3/8 inch (7 mm) before dropping into 
the soil for the year. Larvae can be observed from 221-674 GDD in 
our area.
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To control, avoid planting highly susceptible 
Crataegus species such as C. crus-galli, C. 
persimilis, and C. erecta. Crataegus viridis 
'Winter King' is susceptible; but the damage 
is less noticeable as the season progresses 
and leaves expand. 

Two naturally occurring parasitic wasps may 
provide control in some year.  If additional 
control is warranted, spray trees during 
adult flight times to prevent/deter egg-
laying. Pesticides such as Avid (abamectin) 
and Orthene (acephate) could be used for 
this, although Orthene can burn some 
varieties of hawthorn. We have tried neem 
products and conserve (spinosad) and have 
had variable results. Fall soil applications of 
Merit (imidacloprid) may be used to provide 
control for the following spring, but it is too 
late to get control for this year.



Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

Cooperative Extension
Townsend Hall
Newark, Delaware 19717

Diseases (Continued)

green twigs of susceptible hawthorns and the fruit of serviceberry. On these alternate hosts you will see numerous 
white tubes projecting from the infected fruit. These will turn orange. 

Both rusts are minor diseases on the eastern red cedar and other juniper hosts but cedar-apple rust can cause 
substantial defoliation on susceptible crabapples if the weather is favorable for infection. Damage on hawthorn and 
serviceberry is limited to the fruit infection which does not impact the health of the trees.

IRIS LEAFSPOT. Several diseases are beginning to appear on perennials as well. Look for iris leafspot on bearded, 
roof and other irises. Look for brown spots with tan centers. Incidence and severity can be high this season if this 
weather pattern continues. Removing old leaves before new growth emerges and spraying the fans with a fungicide 
when they are 4-5 inches tall will protect them from infection. 

AZALEA PETAL BLIGHT (Ovulinia petal blight) was identified this week as well. Infected azalea flowers collapse 
quickly into a slimy mass. Azalea petal blight can shorten the flowering time of azalea when wet weather occurs 
during flowering and the fungus is present. Infected flowers are slimy when rubbed between the thumb and 
forefinger. Early infections can be seen as small water soaked spots on the petal that precede the quick collapse of 
the flowers. The fungus produces hundreds of thousands of spores per flower that spread rapidly to nearby flowers. 
Preventative fungicide applications when flowers show color can help control this disease once it gets established in 
azalea beds. 
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