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POWDERY MILDEW ON FLOWERING DOGWOOD, Cornus florida, 
was spotted last Friday in Newark. This is the earliest calendar 
siting of symptomsnot too surprising given our season so far. But, 
when it occurs this early on susceptible trees, infected dogwoods 
can look very ugly by August. Protect susceptible trees with 
fungicides that can be applied when the first signs of the disease 
appear; then repeat fungicide treatments every two to three weeks 
until early August. Biorational products like 1% horticultural oil, 
1% neem oil or potassium bicarbonate can also be applied and 
they provide good control of powdery mildew when applied 
following the same schedule . Last weekend's UDBG plant sale had 

Rose slug damage was observed on roses 

this week. 

High populations of Apple mealybug are 
attacking Hydrangea and rhododendrons 
in Wayne, PA. Keep your eyes out for white 
waxy coverings on these plants and for 
honeydew.  

Azalea bark scale should be beginning to 
produce waxy ovisacs now. Crawlers of 
this insect could possibly be active.

Japanese maple scale has been observed in 
Maryland.  This is the only common, white, 
narrowly oyster shell-shaped armored 
scale found on bark  Crawler hatch should 
start soon.

Look for white pine weevil pitch glistening 
from infected terminals. It is too late for 
control. 

Note the cool week last week has caught 
us up on GDD compared to 2011 in DE.
 
The blog for Ornamentals Hotline is finally 
up and running.  Not much has been 
added yet this season, but start looking for 
images and comments soon at 
h

Gripe of the week:  Tired of deer getting 
oak leaved hydrangea flower buds before 
they are sprayed with repellent. 

ttp://extension.udel.edu/ornamentals/

What's Hot!

SPRUCE SPIDER MITE (SSM) has the broadest host range of any 
spider mite that feeds on conifers. Hemlocks, Chamaecyparis, 
Leyland cypress, arborvitae, junipers, etc. may be affected. It can 
be found in virtually any landscape/nursery site, forest, or 
Christmas tree plantation. Symptoms of SSM feeding vary from 
host to host but may cause either bleaching/stippled 
yellowing/whitening of the foliage (arborvitae or hemlock) 
AND/OR bronzing/needle drop/webbing (spruce or fir). 

SSM eggs are round, orange, and have little ridges along their tiny 
sides  with a “thread” at their top. Their entire life-cycle may take 
only 12-19 days in optimum conditions. Several generations of 
SSM occur per year, depending upon temperature. SSM is a cool-
season mite. It enjoys bright, dry conditions with temperatures 
around 50-60F. GDD between 56-402 (Avg. 172) and full bloom of 
downy serviceberry are cues to monitor in earnest. This year, 
their abundance is anyone's guess  we've had some dry weather 
spells, and warmer weather is forecast ahead. Bottom line: I'd 
start looking.

Monitor for SSM using a clipboard with white paper held under a 
branch while striking the branch with a stick. The slow moving 
green/orange SSM nymphs and adults will drop onto the piece of 
white paper, which will leave blood “streaks” when smashed on 
the paper. The fast moving, beige colored, teardrop- shaped 
predatory mites and small, black predatory Stethorus lady beetles 
may also be seen. Ten SSM per five strikes was once proposed as 
an action threshold for nursery-grown arborvitae. Looking for 
mite webbing is not a good method of SSM scouting, because by 
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Diseases (Continued)

one of the new powdery mildew and anthracnose resistant 
dogwoods for sale, 'Karen's Appalachian Blush'. This is a 
good variety to plant if you are looking for a flowering 
dogwood. 

SPOT ANTHRACNOSE. While we are on dogwoods, the small 
1/8 in diameter purple-rimmed spots could be seen on fading 
flowers.  When the weather is wet, spores from the bracts can 
infect leaves later producing the same small spots on leaves. 
It is rarely serious enough to warrant control. 

SYCAMORE ANTHRACNOSE.  After the recent rains the bud 
blight phase of anthracnose on sycamore, Platanus 
occidentalis, is beginning to show up on a few late breaking 
shoots. It is usually a minor disease when it shows up this 
late. No controls are generally needed. Look for the large 
brown blotches that follow the veins on the larger leaves in 
the next few weeks.
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the time you see it populations are usually 
peaking and the damage is not far behind. 

Miticides are needed when predators are not 
abundant. Hexygon, Shuttle, and Floramite 
are especially effective  kills mite eggs and 
nymphs, but won't harm predatory mites! 
Avid (abamectin), Forbid (spiromesifin), 
Horticultural Oil, and several other miticides 
may also be effective. Note: many applicators 
use pyrethroids for mite control, but this 
runs the risk of triggering “mite flareback”. 
This is because all the predators and only 
mobile SSM are killed off, leaving SSM eggs 
behind to hatch freely.
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