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BLOSSOM AND TWIG BLIGHT OF KWANZAN CHERRY.  Recent 
warm weather and scattered rainfall has been very favorable for 
this disease. Other late flowering cherries may also be affected. 
Symptoms are blighted (dead) leaves and  tips of small twigs. The 
fungus (Monilinia) infects the flowers and grows into the shoot 

BLACK VINE WEEVIL (Otiorhynchus sulcatus (Fabricius); BVW) 
damage is now abundant throughout our region. The easily 
observed and characteristic leaf notching from adult feeding is on 
Rhododendron, Holly (Ilex), Taxus, perennials such as Epimedium, 
and over 100 other hosts. It looks different than slug damage, 
because it lacks the “silvery slime trail”...
BVW overwinters as mature larvae that pupate in early spring, 
with adult emergence beginning at 600 GDD and continuing as 
they feed on plant material for about 3-6 weeks before laying 
eggs. The larvae hatch and grow over the summer, going through 
five molts (instars) before maturity in late fall.

Most weevil damage comes from larval root feeding. Adult weevils 
cannot fly, so larval infestations from containerized plants are 
often the source of new problems. Infestations are common in 
nursery stock, patio containers, or garden “contained beds”  such 
as where soil is bordered by bricks or concrete on all four sides. 

Adult weevils are nocturnal, and the best way to scout for them is 
to lay a small (6”-12”) square of burlap on the ground overnight 
and look underneath it in the morning. Alternatively, use an 
accordion fold of burlap tied to the trunk of a large shrub or 
scout for the grubs (larvae) in the soil by plant roots.

There are several control options for BVW. First - weevils prefer 
moist, high organic matter environments during summer  so they 
are encouraging you to “go green” by not over-mulching and 
conserving water. Really! These same high moisture and organic 
matter environments are a great place to use soil drenches of 
beneficial nematodes that provide excellent control of BVW (see 

 for more info). 
Beneficial nematode drenches (we use Heterorhabditus spp.) often 
perform as good or better than pesticides for BVW. In most 
nurseries and landscapes, BVW damage is centered in discrete 
locations, so this approach makes great sense. While pesticide soil 
drenches or foliage sprays for adults with acephate or pyrethroids 
have been recommended in the past, their utility is limited 
beyond quarantine compliance in nurseries as landscape 
applications are variable in success.

http://www.oardc.ohio-state.edu/nematodes/

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

What's Hot!
Sycamores infected with anthracnose are 
evident throughout the area. Leaf area is 
sparse on many of them, but they will put 
out new leaves eventually. 

Frog-eye leafspot and crabapple scab are 
increasing on susceptible crabapples. 

Hemlock woolly adelgid are crawling. 
Remember to use petal fall of Kousa 
dogwood to time hort. oil applications for 
100% hatch.

Cedar-Apple rust is out flaring its telial 
horns on apple leaves  but it is too late to 
spray.

Several sawflies are present including 
hawthorn leafmining sawfly and rose slug 
sawfly.  You can't use b.t. against these 
larvae (they are not caterpillars) but neem, 
conserve, or pyethroids work well.

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

(Continued)

INSECTS
Casey Sclar
Plant Health Care Leader, Longwood Gardens

CULTURE
JAPANESE STILT GRASS is germinating 
now.  While seedlings are small and young, 
they can be easily controlled in landscape 
beds by disturbance with a trowel or hoe.   
When stilt grass gets taller it is also easily 
pulled.  Since stilt grass is an annual and 
doesn’t flower until mid-fall, you have 
plenty of time for control during the 
season to prevent seed set for next year.
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

tip causing the tip dieback or blight. On infected trees blighted tips are most prevalent on shaded and protected 
areas of the canopy. It is too late for fungicide applications. If practical, prune out blighted shoots during dry 
weather. Unfortunately, at least in peach, sweet cherry, and plum, infection by Monilinia can be followed by 
Cytospora canker causing more twig dieback and girdling of large branches as the fungus moves from the infected 
twig into a larger branch. 

DOGWOOD POWDERY MILDEW.  We've reported that the season is early this year; and the early  arrival of dogwood 
powdery mildew on May 4 in Newark, is confirmation of that phenomenon. This is clearly 2 weeks earlier than it has 
ever been seen before. Look for the powdery talcum-like growth on the upper surface of the leaves of susceptible 
trees. I have been recommending fungicide applications on infected trees where it appears this early. For control 
recommendations see the fact sheet at this site:  

thBLACK SPOT ON HYBRID TEA ROSE.  Black spot was found on May 4  on several unpruned roses. Now is the time to 
begin a spray program if you have not already done so. It is early for black spot as well. The secret to black spot 
control is to begin spraying before the disease gets established and stay on a spray schedule early, once it gets 
established you cannot catch up if the weather is favorable for disease development. Homeowners have good 
products such as Immunox, Ortho Rose Pride, Bonide Infuse, and Bayer Advanced Disease Control for Roses, Flowers, 
and Shrubs. Follow the directions on the label for rate and spray interval. 

http://ag.udel.edu/extension/horticulture/pdf/pp/pp-28.pdf
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