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SPOT ANTHRACNOSE  was observed on flowering dogwood this 
thweek. Look for small, 1/8  inch spots with purple rims on the 

flower bracts (petals). It is usually a cosmetic disease that does 
not affect plant health, only its appearance. Fungus spores 
produced on the bracts can cause a similar spot on the leaves 
when the weather is favorable for leaf infection. 

FROGEYE LEAFSPOT was observed  on an unsprayed  backyard 
apple tree. These circular brown spots often do not have a colored 
border but one can be present. Frogeye is caused by 
Botryosphaeria obtusa, which is a fungus that can also infect 
crabapple. Fungicides for scab usually take care of frogeye as well. 

No crabapple scab or sycamore anthracnose 
have been seen yet. The recent warm wet 
weather will probably be sufficient to initiate 
the first infections, which we should be 
seeing shortly.

A common inquiry this time of year is “Why 
hasn’t my tree leafed out fully?  It was 
normal last year and now the top half is 
dead.”  Usually this is a result of stress the 
previous season or multiple seasons.  Most 
recently this question came about a white 
birch.  The answer to why the top half of a 
white birch is dead is easy--European white 
birch are not adapted to grow well in our 
climate.  They perform much better further 
north.  Usually several years of stress 
predispose white birch to infestation by 
either bronze birch borer (look for d-shaped 
exit hole in trunk) or birch leaf miner (look 
for mines between leaf surfaces), but it could 
just be stress.  It is possible for a tree to 
survive in the half dead state for a few years, 
but ultimately the tree will die and once the 
top is dead, it is no longer a landscape asset.  
We encouraged this inquirer to replace his 
white birch with a white-barked river birch 
(Betula nigra ‘Heritage’), which will grow well 
in this area.

Website for Hotline photos is: 

Hotline issues from previous years can also 
be found on this site.

http://sites.udel.edu/ornamentals/

What's Hot!
IMPORTED WILLOW LEAF BEETLE.  Adult beetles start emerging 
from overwintering locations to feed on young willow leaves 
around 136 - 2181 [741 peak] GDD .  The earliest the adults have 50

been found feeding in our area is 27 April and full bloom of 
Forsythia intermedia corresponds to beetle activity at the low end 
of the GDD range.  Weeping cherry is also coming into bloom 
when the adults begin to emerge.  Larvae are feeding in groups at 
209 - 1418 [543 peak] GDD  or while Cercis canadensis is in full 50

bloom.  Adult beetles are about 1/8” in size, stout, oval and 
metallic blue-green in color. Larvae are about ¼” when mature, 
have a tapered abdomen and are blue-black in color.  Plants 
attacked include willow, poplar and cottonwood.

Adults emerged from debris, underneath bark, or leaf litter and 
chew holes into young willow leaves.  Females feed and lay small 
clusters of yellowish eggs on the undersides of leaves during May.  
The eggs hatch and larvae skeletonize the upper or lower leaf 
surfaces as they feed in groups and rows.  Damage to the trees is 
rarely fatal but may be unsightly because heavy infestations may 
turn leaves brown or cause the plant to have a 'dirty appearance'.  
There is more than one generation per year in our area.

Control for this beetle is typically not warranted, but may vary 
depending on the requirements of the plant owner.  A number of 
natural enemies attack imported willow beetle including assassin 
bugs, lady beetles and parasitoids.  Pesticides available for use 
include:  acetamiprid, dinotefuran, Beauvaria bassiana, spinosad, 
horticultural oil, carbaryl or one of the synthetic pyrethroids (e.g., 
bifenthrin, etc…).
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Diseases (Continued)

On crabapple, some very susceptible cultivars can be partially defoliated. The fungus overwinters on infected, black, 
shriveled fruit that remains on the tree overwinter. 

BOTRYOSPHAERIA CANKER was observed on red-twigged dogwood, Cornus sericea, and rhododendron. This is a 
different fungus from the one infecting apple and crabapple, but very common. Look for dead twigs and branches. 
Prune out dead and dying branches. 

GOLDEN CANKER was observed on a very nice specimen of Pagoda dogwood, Cornus alternifolia. The fungus does 
cause the dead twigs and branches to turn a gold or golden yellow color. They are very easy to spot before the leaves 
emerge. Close examination of these yellow branches will reveal that the branch is covered in tiny blister-like orange 
spots. A sharp line marks the border between healthy and diseased branch tissue. The only control is to prune out 
the dead twigs and branches. Like Botyosphaeria canker, which can cause large limb loss or whole plant death, golden 
canker is favored by environmental stress (dry and hot). The fungus that causes the disease (Cryptodiaporthe corni) 
seems to be limited to this host only. Reduce stress by watering during dry periods and provide some afternoon 
shade if possible. 

Editor’s note:  Bob told me in the hallway he didn’t have much this week--looks like he found plenty.
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