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WET WEATHER early in the week has accelerated symptoms on 
several landscape plants. Our native sycamore (Platanus 
occidentalis) and susceptible London planetrees (Platanus x 
acerifolia) are blighted by anthracnose. This common fungus 
disease overwinters on infected twigs and sends spores down on 
developing leaves. Many of the youngest, smallest leaves are dead 
on badly infected shoots. The older leaves have large brown 
blotches that follow the veins. Infected trees will lose some leaves 
and can look very ratty, but will put on a new set of leaves in late 
May or early June. It is too late for fungicide applications and the 
disease does little if any permanent damage to healthy trees. To 
avoid the disease, plant resistant London planetrees.  'Bloodgood', 
'Columbia',  and 'Liberty' are still the best resistant cultivars.

EUROPEAN PINE SAWFLY:  This non-native insect is a common 
sawfly that attacks pines grown at nurseries, Christmas tree 
farms, and landscapes in this area.  The European pine sawfly 
prefers to feed on mugo, Scots, red, Jack, and Japanese red pine.  
Trees rarely attacked by this sawfly include: white, Austrian, 
Ponderosa, pitch and shortleaf pines.  Sawflies appear to be 
caterpillars, but are a species of wasp that feeds on plants.  
Larvae are grayish-green with black heads and a light green stripe 
running down the back of the body.  On either side of the center 
stripe are two other stripes; one grayish and the other dark green.  
They have three pair of thoracic legs and seven pairs of 
abdominal prolegs.  Sawflies raise their heads and tails in a 
threatening manner when disturbed. 

The eggs begin to hatch around late April through mid-May (47-
181 GDD).  Young instars feed gregariously on the previous year's 
needles turning the needle a straw-like color.  Larval activity has 
corresponded to 34-1108 GDD or the bloom of Acer saccharinum 
during past years.  As the sawflies age, they eventually are large 
enough to consume entire needles.  Larvae pupate by mid-June 
and adults emerge in late-August through September to mate and 
lay eggs into needles.  The oviposition scars turn a yellowish color 
after a hard frost.

Natural enemies of this sawfly include: birds and parasitoids 
attacking larvae and rodents consuming pupae in the soil during 
summer.  Remove and destroy needles with oviposition scars 
found while scouting.  Control colonies of larvae by physically 
removing the larvae or pruning out damaged branches.  Some 
chemicals available for control include horticultural oil, 
insecticidal soap, deltamethrin, spinosad, or carbaryl.  

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

What's Hot!
Azalea lace bug nymphs are feeding in 
Sussex.  Treatments targeting the first 
generation keep lace bug populations 
manageable.

Oystershell scale crawlers were active late 
last week in Kent County.  This scale has 
one or two generations per season in 
Delaware.  Scout now to determine if an 
application is warranted for known 
populations.  They may be found on Abies, 
Acer, Betula, Chionanthus, Cotinus, 
Cotoneaster, Fagus, Fraxinus, Ligustrum, 
Magnolia, Malus, Prunus, Quercus, and 
many others.  

For commercial ornamental producers and 
golf courses--OHP, Inc is introducing 
Terrazole L, a liquid formulation of an old 
standby fungicide etridiazole. This product 
has been around for a long time as a 
wettable powder formulation in products 
like Truban and Banrot. It is effective for 
the prevention of damping off, root rot and 
stem diseases caused by Pythium and 
Phytophthora. It is a 4 pound gallon, has 
less solvent and reduced odor according to 
the manufacturer.

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

(Continued)

INSECTS
Brian Kunkel
Ornamental IPM Specialist
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

ACCELERATED DISEASES.  This spring season is advanced and the diseases are too. CEDAR-QUINCE RUST was 
diagnosed on the fruit of serviceberry (Amelanchier) on the UD campus late last week. The reddish-orange tubes 
were emerging from the newly formed fruit. The rust fungus only infects the fruit and no control is warranted. 
Unfortunately it reduces fruit production for wildlife and human consumption. The alternate host is juniper, both 
upright and horizontal types. Look for the orange jello-like swellings on infected stems early in the spring. Spores 
produced on those stems infect the developing fruit and sometimes the green twigs. This fungus will also infect 
hawthorn if this weather pattern continues.

MONILINIA BLIGHT was confirmed on dying flowers and young twigs of Japanese quince. Look for the gray mold 
growth on the senescing flowers. The fungus then grows into the young twigs and causes a twig dieback or blight. 
No controls are warranted, but prune out the dead twigs during dry weather.

OTHER DISEASES that are easily seen now are CRABAPPLE SCAB and FROGEYE LEAF SPOT on crababpple. 
Surprisingly, POWDERY MILDEW was seen on bee-balm (Monarda) already, as was HAWTHORN LEAFSPOT caused by 
Entomosporium or often referred to as Frabraea leafspot. Hawthorn leafspot can become troublesome on some 
hawthorn species, Washington hawthorn rarely suffers any leaf loss while English hawthorn 'Paul's Scarlet' can be 
defoliated by early July in wet seasons. Fungicide control would be advised on susceptible species if the plants have 
a history of infection.

Diseases (Continued)
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