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DIGNOSTIC LAB.  Several diseases have been identified in the 
diagnostic lab. Entomosporium leafspot on photinia is a common 
leafspot that produces small purple spots with gray centers. If 
control is desired it is best to protect the new growth from 
infection with a fungicide such as Daconil now and again in 10-14 
days. Volutella blight on pachysandra was diagnosed on old 
infected stems in beds exposed to full sun. During periods of wet 
weather the infected stems produce masses of salmon-colored 
spores that infect more stems and leaves. Prune out the blighted 
stems and fertilize beds with a ½ lb of nitrogen/1000 sq ft to help 
them recover. Fungicides are not likely to provide any control at 
this point, but several are labeled (mancozeb and others) if you 
want to try using fungicides. 

PINE NEEDLE RUST was spotted on Tuesday in the UDBG in 
Newark on loblolly pine. Three needled pines such as loblolly are 

BOXWOOD LEAFMINER adults should be emerging from leaves 
during 192-796 [366 peak] GDD . Adults are small orange-yellow 50

to red and are gnat-like. They commonly attack Buxus microphylla 
and B. sempervivens but cultivars such as 'Handworthiensis', 
'Pyramidalis' and 'Varder Valley' are reported to be resistant. 
Females mate and die shortly after ovipositing eggs into boxwood 
leaves. Eggs hatch after three weeks and yellowish larvae feed 
inside leaves, causing a blister-like blotch to form on leaf 
undersides. Infested leaves may be slightly discolored. There is 
only one generation per year and larvae overwinter inside leaves 
and pupate at 48  585 [204 peak] GDD .  50

There is little information known regarding natural enemies of the 
boxwood leafminer. A cultural control method is to remove 
infested leaves prior to pupation. Chemical controls may target 
either larvae or adults. Time products targeting adults to coincide 
with emergence (approx. at weigela bloom). Available products 
include abamectin, bifenthrin or other pyrethroids, carbaryl, 
imidacloprid, dinotefuran and novaluron. Casey and I conducted a 
trial evaluating fall soil injections of dinotefuran and imidacloprid 
to infested boxwoods.  Dinotefuran provided about 70% control of 
boxwood leafminers by two weeks whereas midacloprid took more 
than three months to obtain about 65% control. Imidacloprid 
persisted in boxwood longer than dinotefuran treatments but 
imidacloprid also caused increases in boxwood spider mite 
populations. Our project did not investigate how a spring 
application of dinotefuran will affect spider mites.  

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

(Continued)

COOL SEASON ANNUAL GRASS WEEDS IN 
LANDSCAPE BEDS.  There are two cool 
season annual grass weeds that are 
commonly found competing in landscape 
beds during the spring. Annual bluegrass 
is easily identified this time of year by its 
compact growth and production of many 
seed heads low to the ground. When 
annual bluegrass infests ground covers 
and perennial beds it can form a dense 
mat that will stunt plantings. Downy 
brome is another common winter annual 

(Continued)

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

What's Hot!
Still no evidence of crabapple scab in the 
Newark area. The other no-show so far is 
sycamore anthracnose. Here in Newark, 
the leaves are expanding and there 
appears to be no blighting yet. It may have 
been too cool or leaves were lacking 
during the last rainy period.

Digger bees have been found in people's 
lawns in New Castle County.

White peach/prunicola scale was 
diagnosed on a branch.  To control, prune 
off heavily infested branches that show 
dieback and scrub white scale patches off 
healthy branches of small trees.  Use oil 
sprays and only use residual insecticides if 
they are timed to crawler emergence (mid-
May, early-July nad early-September) and 
beneficials are absent.

WEEDS
Gordon  Johnson
Agricultural Agent, Kent County

INSECTS
Brian Kunkel
Ornamental IPM Specialist
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Diseases (Continued)
grass that is highly competitive in ground covers and perennial beds 
during the spring. It has a more upright growth and can be identified by 
its densely hairy leaves and sheaths and drooping oat-like seed heads 
when mature. Both species will die out by mid-June. However, they will 
have reseeded leaving a seed bank for germination in late summer.

Effective control of these grass weeds in landscape beds can be 
obtained with preemergence herbicides (such as prodiamine) applied in 
late summer before seed germination. Non selective postemergence 
herbicides such as glyphosate, glufosinate, and pelargonic acid can be 
used as spot treatments at any time but are most effective on young 
plants that are not fully tillered. If escapes are found in beds, it is 
important to control these species in late winter or early spring before 
they start to produce seed heads. Selective over-the-top postemergence 
grass herbicides for downy brome in landscape beds include fluazifop-
P-butyl and clethodim. Only clethodim is effective on annual bluegrass. 
Large, well tillered plants or plants with seedheads may not be 
adequately controlled by these materials and may still reseed.

the alternate host for Coleosporium 
rust or aster rust on fall blooming 
aster and goldenrod. Look for the 
raised white tongued shaped fungus 
structures on the infected needles. 
Spores produced on the needles will 
then infect nearby asters or 
goldenrod. The disease is usually 
more evident on goldenrod than 
aster during late summer. If the 
needle rust is heavy, some needle 
loss may occur on lower branches. 
Control is generally not warranted on 
any of the hosts in the landscape.
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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