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Warm weather pushed growth on many trees and shrub.  Dry 
conditions last week weren't favorable for fungal infection so 
most foliage was clean. That situation has changed with Monday's 
rain. Incidence is still low but a few diseases will continue to 
appear with more rain. 

CRABAPPLE SCAB was observed on a susceptible tree in the UDBG. 
If control is necessary, apply a fungicide now. 

ANTHRACNOSE. The first sycamore anthracnose infections of the 
season were observed. Look for the tan blighted small leaves that 
emerge, then die. No control is necessary. Spot anthracnose on the 
petals (bracts) of flowering dogwood, Cornus florida, was 
observed. This is the first disease of the spring on this host. This 

Even this early, a few boxwood leafminer 
adults are beginning to emerge. 

The warm weather brought out woolly 
apple aphids, some egg hatch of hemlock 
woolly adelgid (about 20%), and lacebug 
nymphs and adults. Larch casebearer 
pupal cases have also been observed.

Anthracnose was observed on old leaves 
of ivy, Hedera helix. Symptoms are gray 
spots with reddish brown borders. Prune 
out old damaged leaves or stems to reduce 
the visual damage and spore production. 

Fusiform rust of pine, caused by 
Cronartium fusiforme, is widely 
distributed in southern states up to MD 
and DE.  Look for swollen, spindle-shaped 
(or oval) galls on branches with orange 
spore production in the spring.  Loblolly 
and slash pine are both very susceptible.  
Trees less than ten years old may be killed 
and branches on older trees deformed.  An 
alternate host (oak) is required. Black and 
red oaks are the most susceptible and 
symptoms occur only on the leaves.  Use 
resistant varieties.  Prune infected 
branches or remove infected pines to 
reduce infection.  Do not fertilize infected 
trees and stimulate excess growth. 

A Hotline reader suggested that with 
concerns about honey bees, we as an 
industry should encourage clients to 
tolerate clover in the lawn.

What's Hot!
LACE BUGS feed on the lower leaf surface with piercing-sucking 
mouthparts and damage appears on the upper leaf surface as 
white or yellow spotting. The insect itself and the black spots 
from their excrement under the leaves is indisputable proof of an 
infestation. Two major groups of lace bugs are found in 
ornamental plants. Stephanitis lace bugs are found on evergreen 
plants (i.e. andromeda lace bug; S. takeyai and azalea lace bug; S. 
pyrioides). These lace bugs lay their yellowish-clear eggs in late 
fall along leaf veins on leaf undersides and overwinter until hatch 
in early spring. For andromeda lace bug, egg hatch is usually 
about 300 GDD and for azalea lace bug, about 200 GDD.  Young 
nymphs take one month to complete a generation and as many as 
six generations per year may be observed. Corythucha lace bugs 
infest a wide range of deciduous plants (i.e. hawthorn lace bug; C. 
cydoniae and sycamore lace bug; C. ciliata. They overwinter as 
adults in sheltered locations such as mulch, tall grass, or nearby 
structures. Adults become active and lay eggs in early spring. 
Three to four generations occur per year.

Scout lace bug-sensitive plants now for the presence of young 
nymphs. Treat now with horticultural oil to save more frequent 
pesticide applications later on and minimize damage. When 
planting susceptible hosts, be sure to place them in at least 
partial shade to encourage beneficial insects and inhibit lace 
bugs, which thrive in full sun. Other options for lace bug 
management include a wide range of products  from inoculative 
releases of lacewing larvae to preventative systemic drenches or 
reactive sprays of neonicotinoids (i.e. Merit, Safari, Tristar) or 
other products. 

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

(Continued)
View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

INSECTS
Casey Sclar
IPM Coordinator, Longwood Gardens



Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

Cooperative Extension
Townsend Hall
Newark, Delaware 19717
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Diseases (Continued)

current label through the Syngenta web site at .

VETCH can be a problem in landscape beds in spring.  Several species of these 
leguminous winter annuals grow profusely in April-May, flower, reseed and die out 
in the summer heat.  Seeds germinate in late summer/fall.   Growth regulator 
herbicides control vetch in turf but cannot be used in landscape beds in most 
cases.  One exception is clopyralid (Lontrel) that can be used on certain evergreen 
species for vetch control (check the label for more information).  August 
applications of preemergence herbicides such as Snapshot or Gallery can be used 
to stop fall germination; however results have been variable.  Shielded 
postemergence spot treatments with glyphosate, pelargonic acid, or glufosinate 
are effective in the fall on small plants but may not be in the spring.  In severe 
infestations, consider renovating beds and replacing the mulch.

www.syngentacropprotection.com

fungus will produce very 
small (1/8 in.) and 
sometimes numerous 
spots with purple red 
borders. During wet 
weather, spores from the 
bracts can infect the 
leaves. This disease is 
mostly cosmetic but if 
necessary can be 
controlled with fungicide 
sprays of Daconil 
(chlorothalonil), 
myclobutanil (Eagle, 
Immunox), Heritage, 
Cleary's 3336 (thiophanate-
methyl) and other labeled 
fungicides. 

MESOTRIONE has generated considerable interest as a turfgrass herbicide because 
TMof its wide and unique weed spectrum. It has received registration as Tenacity , 

but is currently only labeled for golf courses and sod farms. When additional labels 
are received or the label is expanded, we will inform you. You can access the 

WEEDS
Gordon  Johnson
Agricultural Agent, Kent County
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