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RESISTANCE OF SHRUB ROSES TO BLACK SPOT AND 
CERCOSPORA LEAFSPOT. These are both important landscape 
diseases here and recent variety trial results from Auburn 
University listed the following shrub roses as highly resistant to 

BOXWOOD PSYLLID AND BOXWOOD LEAFMINER. These two pests 
of the “job security shrub” often plague landscape managers at 
this time of year…

BOXWOOD PSYLLID (Cacopsylla buxi) has one generation per year 
and overwinters as an egg laid in bud scales. Penn-Del IPM 
Research Group data indicates egg hatch between 75-402 (avg. = 
139) GDD and also records adults between 172-1758 GDD (avg. = 
568). Psyllid nymphs begin feeding and excrete white waxy 
material (called “lerps”) that covers affected leaves and provides 
protection. Damaged plants have cup-shaped leaves that persist 
on the plant. Other than the potentially objectionable cupping, no 
permanent damage occurs.

BOXWOOD LEAFMINER (Monarthropalpus flavus) is a small fly 
with one generation per year. Yellow larvae overwinter within the 
leaves of infected plants. In spring, these maggots continue to 
develop and turn into orange-colored pupae. Infected leaves look 
blistered now and breaking them open reveals the presence of 1-3 
wriggling pupae inside. Adults will typically emerge between 192-
796 GDD (avg. =366) and can be monitored with yellow sticky 
cards or by tap sampling. Bloom of Weigela may be a phenological 
indicator for this. Scouting for egg-laying scars and overwintering 
larvae takes place in summer-fall.

Control of boxwood psyllid can be as simple as no treatment 
(tolerating damage) or sprays of horticultural oil directed at the 
young nymphs. University of Maryland research indicates that 
Buxus sempervirens 'Handsworthiensis', B. semp. 'Vardar Valley', 
and B. semp. 'Memorial' are resistant, while B. semp. 'Myrtifolia' 
and Buxus microphylla 'National' are quite susceptible. Sprays of 
an insecticide (i.e. Avid or Conserve, several others) directed at 
adult flight periods is another leafminer management method. 

Soil neonicotinoid systemic insecticides such as Merit 
(imidacloprid) or Safari (dinotefuran) are another option for both 
pests. Trials at Longwood indicate very fast uptake by 
dinotefuran (14d), but not imidacloprid (>8wks.). Persistence of 
dinotefruan in boxwood is about six months with imidacloprid 
persisting for at least one year. 

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

What's Hot!
This spring has been quite speedy so far at 
least two weeks ahead of schedule (look at 
GDD data on back page). Azaleas are 
beginning to bloom at Winterthur and 
Cherry Blossoms are a distant memory. 
This may result in compressed bloom of 
some species and may relate to the 
discussion of some reduced dogwood 
bloom in last week's issue.

Black vine weevil adults may be becoming 
active shortly. Scout for them with burlap 
squares on soil or tied to trees.

Flowering quince in New Castle County is 
showing symptoms that may be fireblight 
or Monilinia blight, which can be striking 
and may be showing up after the rain the 
other day. Be on the lookout for fireblight 
with current rain and temperature 
combinations.

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

(Continued)

DEAD SPOTS IN LAWNS. The New Castle 
County Extension office has also received 
calls about dead spots in lawns this spring.  
It is possible the dead spots are due to grey 
snow mold where there was an extended 
accumulation of snow, but there have been 
no samples to confirm that diagnosis.  It is 
much more likely that dead spots are areas 
where annual grasses such as crabgrass or 
nimblewill were growing last year.  These 
annuals die out with cold weather, but have 
out-competed the perennial turf that was 
originally growing there.  Those bare spots 

INSECTS
Casey Sclar
Plant Health Care Leader, Longwood Gardens
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

both diseases:  Knock Out, Blushing 
Knock Out, Pink Knock Out, Rainbow 
Knock Out, and Home Run.

KABATINA BLIGHT on upright 
junipers is now evident on infected 
trees. Look for tan dead tips and 
usually a gray canker on the twig 
between the dead and healthy tissue. 
Infection took place in the fall or last 
season sometime. The infected tips 
will fall and should be raked up and 
discarded. Thiophanate- methyl 
(Cleary's 3336) has provided the best 
control if necessary. 

Diseases (Continued)

provide no competition for the annuals, which will germinate in late 
spring.  The best strategy is to loosen the soil and rake out any 
vegetative debris, then reseed with a fast germinating cool season grass, 
like perennial ryegrass. Annual bluegrass is a winter annual present in 
lawns right now.  It is low growing, lighter green than the perennial 
lawngrasses and is usually covered in white flower heads.  Annual 
bluegrass is hard to control and for home lawns it should just be 
tolerated until it dies out when temperatures get too hot.  Another lawn 
grass to tolerate is rough bluegrass (Poa trivialis). It is evident now as 
masses of light green, tender looking grass within a lawn.  There is no 
selective control product for rough bluegrass.  It will become less evident 
as rainfall lessens and temperatures warm.  You can dig up the patches 
and reseed, if necessary.

After a wet fall, winter and spring, many lawns are filled with moss.  
Some people love the moss and are happy to have reduced mowing 
where moss has taken over.  Others want moss controlled.  The best way 
to control moss is to change the growing conditions: prune trees to allow 
in more light; aerate soil to reduce compaction; and lime to increase pH.
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