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PINEWILT DISEASE.  Several samples of Japanese black pine from 
the beach areas were submitted to the diagnostic clinic.  The 
samples were turning brown from the top down rather rapidly. 
Large branch samples from close to the trunk revealed infection 
by the pinewood nematode which causes pinewilt disease. This is 
often the culprit when Japanese black pines in the landscape 
statewide begin to decline and die. Trees weakened by drought 
and heat are stressed and become targets for feeding by the 
nematode vectoring pine sawyer beetles. Most plant parasitic 
nematodes (microscopic unsegmented roundworms) are found in 
the soil and feed on plant roots. These nematodes are different, 
they spend their whole life in the wood of susceptible trees such 

What's Hot!
FALL WRAP-UP.  This year was a year of extremes for managing 
plants  from 100° or hotter during the summer to a very wet fall.  
Many trees and shrubs struggle with these extremes and may be 
more susceptible to boring insect pests next year.  This season we 
still have a few remaining insect issues appear such as:

EUROPEAN HORNETS.  This non-native hornet is a large brown 
wasp with yellow markings at the tip of the abdomen.  The wasp 
causes damage to lilacs, birches, ash, boxwood, dogwood and 
other woody ornamentals by striping bark off twigs and branches, 
which may eventually girdle and kill the branch.  They then 
incorporate some of this bark into their nests and consume plant 
sap for nourishment.   This wasp prefers to nest in tree cavities 
but may also be found in sheds, attics, or other structures with 
space; rarely are do they have a nest in the open.  The nests are 
abandoned in the fall and are not reused next year.  The hornets 
will start dying off as the temperatures continue to cool into the 
fall.  

COOL SEASON MITES.   Spruce spider mites feed until 3957 GDD  50

and continue until there is a hard frost.  They are found on 
Leyland cypress, arborvitae, junipers, hemlocks, Christmas trees 
and others.  Their optimal conditions are bright, dry and 50 - 
60°F.  Feeding damage is usually not evident until next summer 
and will appear as bleaching, yellowing, stippling or bronzing of 
older needles.  Another cool season mite is Southern red mite, 
which feed on azaleas, camellias, hollies and others until 3584 
GDD .  Effective treatments include Hexygon, Shuttle and 50

Floramite.  Horticultural oil, Avid and Forbid are other 
possibilities.

View pictures at http://sites.udel.edu/
ornamentals/
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Are Japanese  

COMPOST.  Soon the leaves will fall in 
earnest. People often wonder if it is safe to 
compost leaves that may have been 
infected with diseases such as crabapple 
scab or other foliar diseases. It is almost 
always a good thing to compost the leaves. 
Most fungi that are parasites do not 
compete well with the decay fungi 
(saprophytes) in compost piles and decline 
in numbers relative to the decay fungi. 
Composted leaves are not likely to harbor 
plant pathogenic fungi that infect leaves 
especially if the pile heats to 180° F. There 
are exceptions. Do not compost any plant 
material that died from Verticillium wilt, 
Fusarium wilt, Southern blight 
(Sclerotium), Sclerotina white mold, or 
black root rot (Thielaviopsis). The 
advantages of compost outweigh the slight 
risk of introducing a plant disease.

(Continued)
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SCALES.   Armored and soft scale 
overwinter on the plants they fed on 
during the growing season.  If it is possible 
to prune out branches with scale 
infestations, then pruning them during the 
dormant season will reduce pressure for 
next year.  Dormant oil applications on 
dormant plants will also help reduce next 
year's populations.  Follow dormant oil 
applications with scouting in the spring to 
evaluate efficacy of the application.

Record what was done this year and where 
so there are historical records you can use 
next year and have a nice winter!

Insects (Continued)

(Continued)



Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

Cooperative Extension
Townsend Hall
Newark, Delaware 19717

GRON WIG
EG

S
DREE DAY

or 

AS OF ctb 11,2011

Oe

ischer renhouse

F
Ge

(
w Castle C

nty)= 3538 ('
= 3946)

Ne

ou
 

 10 

Resarch & Educ. Cene,Gergetown

e

tr 
o

eC
n

 

(Sssx outy)   3819 '10=3995)

u

=

(
 

wr
or

ollee

Sathm
e C

g

(ewa 
t A  36

 ’
= 

)

Dla
reCouny,P)= 05 (10 3791

as Japanese black, Scots, red and Austrian pine. These are the most commonly affected trees in DE and Japanese 
black pine is the most affected by far. Unfortunately once the diagnosis is made there is no control for pinewilt and 
the infected tree/s should be removed and chipped or burnt. If you suspect pinewood nematode, and need a 
diagnosis, take a short 4-6 in section of the trunk if the tree is dead or several 4-6 in. large (2-4 in. in diameter) 
branch sections from close to the trunk. Wrap them in plastic wrap or tin foil or place in a zip-lock bag and request 
a nematode analysis at the county extension office.  

TIPBLIGHT. A weakly parasitic fungus called Pestalotiopsis can cause tip blight on environmentally stressed 
arborvitae at this time of year. Several samples of this disease have been received in the diagnostic lab this past 
week. It causes a browning of the new growth and produces dark brown to black fruiting bodies on the infected 
needles. Pruning out the infected growth is the best control. 

FALL NEEDLE YELLOWING in white pines and other evergreens is becoming noticeable now. If the oldest set of 
needles (those closest to the trunk) are yellowing and falling that is normal for this time of year. This is not a 
disease, just the normal fall shed of the oldest needles. If the newest growth is yellow something else may be wrong 
and the cause should be investigated. Check for poor drainage, root damage or possible insect damage.

Diseases (Continued)
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