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SEASON IN REVIEW. It certainly was a stressful season for plants. 
The heat we had coupled with extended dry periods especially in 
August and September were a double whammy that produced a 

THOUGHTS ON OVERWINTERING  putting the bugs to bed (for 
good). We don't usually put much thought into how pests 
became a problem. We just react to them when we see them  
never thinking about how the problem came to be in the first 
place. So, what pests are “poised to proliferate”? What strategies 
should I employ to deter my most hated pests? Consider the 
following cases…

Let's look at how different caterpillar pests overwinter. 
Bagworm overwinters as eggs inside its bag. Pick the bags now 
and solve the problem, reducing the need for treatment next 
year when you are busy. Larch casebearer will overwinter as a 
third instar larva attached to the branches of trees. It is now an 
almost mature larva and will burrow into needles quickly in 
spring. So, B.t. may not work for spring applications against it. 
Peach tree borer overwinters as a larva in or near the tree itself. 
Finally, tobacco budworm and some armyworms survive winter 
as a pupa in the soil, susceptible if the soil freezes. All that 
snow last year  did the ground freeze or just insulate them?

Many pests overwinter as adults. Consider two different mites. 
Spruce spider mite will continue to feed and develop because of 
cooler weather. It was limited by the warm, dry weather this 
past year, but came right back when temperatures cooled. Look 
for the orange eggs now and monitor hatching, especially in 
areas hard hit by summer drought. Too late now for oil 
applications  maybe not! However, baldcypress rust mite will 
pass the winter as mated females in bark crevices or even in 
Taxodium buds! How could you control it now? Other pests that 
overwinter as “adults in sheltered locations”  lace bugs, stink 
bugs, some thrips, and several others…

THE SOLUTION? Target your fall clean-up strategy to exploit 
your worst offender's weak point. Will it be more abundant 
when protected by mulch? Remove the excess and expose it! Can 
you reduce the number of fallen leaves or “sheltered areas” 
protected from wind? Do it! Enjoy the winter and we'll see you in 
spring!

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

What's Hot!
 Keep turf mowed in the fall until it goes 
dormant. This helps prevent several 
diseases such as cool season brown patch 
and snow molds. Keep leaves raked off turf 
as well since turf needs the sunlight to 
produce the sugars that are necessary for 
normal dormancy and winter survival. 

Take advantage of fall leaves for natural 
mulching.  You can simply blow leaves into 
landscape beds.  Or, you can chop leaves 
with mowers or leaf vacuums to make a 
finer mulch for landscape use.  Your 
customers will appreciate your efforts to 
same them money on next spring’s mulch 
bill and the garden will be healthier with 
leaf mold incorporated.  They may even 
find some more dollars for new plantings.

The Delaware Ornamental and Turf 
Workshop is coming up on Wednesday, 
November 17 at Hockessin Memorial Hall 
in Hockessin, DE.  Registration begins at 
8:30 and talks include Great Ground 
covers, Alternatives to Traditional 
Pesticides, The Right Turfgrass for 
Reducing Fertilizer and Pesticide Use, 
Proven Winners in the Landscape and 
Sustainable Landscape Practices at Dansko.  
Talks will be followed by a tour of the 
Dansko site in West Grove, PA.  Cost is $55 
at the door.  This event will earn you 3 
pesticide credits and 4.5 nutrient 
management credits (if you attend the 
tour).  You will also have the opportunity 
to learn about a new program promoting 
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plethora of problems on landscape plants and turf. The outbreak of 
brown patch on turf-type tall fescue was especially notable when we 
had high night temperatures in the 70's and plenty of humidity. Fall 
fertilization (now if it has not been done yet) instead of spring 
fertilization will often eliminate brown patch or reduce it 
considerably
. 
Late in the summer and into the fall we have received the typical 
dieback samples (dead twigs) from an assortment of trees and 
shrubs. Most of this was related to the stress and subsequent 
infection by a handful of fungi most commonly, Botryosphaeria. 
Pruning out these dead branches and twigs now will remove some of 
these fungi from the plants. 

Diseases (Continued) What’s Hot (Continued)

sound fertilization practices and have 
a chance to provide your input into 
how the program can best meet the 
needs of the landscape industry.  To 
preregister, contact Valann Budischak 
at 888-448-1203
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