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2009  THE YEAR FOR DISEASES.  The weather was wetter than 
normal and for the most part cooler. Fungi, bacteria and foliar 
nematodes need wet leaf surfaces to infect plantsthus a wet 
season means increased disease. Other impacts from the wetter 
than normal season will be increased chances of root rots or 
reduction of root systems in areas with high water tables or poor 
drainage. If trees and shrubs begin to turn brown from the top 
down during the fall or next spring and no other reason can be 

THE BROWN MARMORATED STINK BUG, Halymorpha halys, 
[BMSB] has vastly expanded its impact as a nuisance pest in our 
area this year. First discovered in Allentown, PA in 1996, this 
insect has now spread its range to 25 States  From the West Coast 
North to Wyoming, South to Mississippi and along the Eastern 
seaboard. It has a typical stink bug shape with a mottled brown 
color and does emit a pungent odor when crushed. 

Light brown-black nymphs hatch from light-green eggs and 
progress to the adult stage within several weeks. There was one 
generation per year reported in PA, but more are likely in areas 
with warmer weather. The ¾” long adult is generally the most 
visible life stage and it has been seemingly encountered 
everywhere this fall. 

Like other stink bugs, it feeds by inserting its sucking mouthparts 
into leaves and fruit of desired plants. Fruit distortion from 
stinkbug feeding can be referred to as “Cat-Facing”. Hundreds of 
hosts have been identified and there is concern that BMSB will 
become an agricultural pest of fruit trees and ornamentals where 
it becomes established. It feeds on Paulownia, apples, cherries, 
peaches, mulberry, soybeans, persimmons, etc.

The good news is that BMSB does not appear to yet have 
damaging economic impact on ag crops and ornamentals. While 
abundant, its main impact is as a nuisance pest. Therefore, 
control methods should be primarily directed at monitoring for 
desired plants that are heavily damaged and refraining from 
treating unnecessarily. While an inconvenience, this pest does not 
yet warrant control in our area. For nuisance infestations indoors, 
one may choose to simply vacuum them up and or otherwise 
dispose of them. Restricting BMSB entry by caulking/sealing 
exterior gaps also helps to keep them out. Pesticide applications 
to exterior structural surfaces would only be warranted as a last 
resort in extreme circumstances. Educating others to do the same 
with this nuisance invader is also an important strategy.

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/
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FALL FERTILIZATION can be beneficial in 
the landscape if you follow some simple 
guidelines.  In turf, a second fall 
application is often recommended with 
moderate amounts of Nitrogen (N), low 
phosphorus (P), and moderate to high 
rates of potassium (K), of course 
depending on soil test results for P and K.  
Timing of this application can affect turf 
performance.  October applications can 
promote continued top growth and excess 
N at this time can reduce winter hardiness.  
If applying fertilizer in October, use 
modest N rates.   A later fertilizer 
application at the end of November, can 
help root systems continue to grow and 
keep turf greener, longer into December.  
However, excess N at this time may be 
subject to leaching losses so limit soluble 
N fertilizers to modest rates that roots can 
utilize.  Fertilizers with higher percentage 
of temperature dependent slow release N 
are very appropriate for fall applications.  
Potassium is important for improved 
wintering over and P is important for root 
growth so added P and K can be beneficial 
in the fall if soil levels are not high (based 
on a soil test).

Most other landscape plants require little 
or no fertilization if they are in the middle 
of fertilized lawns or in well maintained 
long-term established mulched beds with 
high organic matter.  However, new 
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found for the decline, check the root systems for rotted roots or lack 
of a good healthy root mass. 

Large trees can decline from girdling roots. Branch dieback and 
reduced leaf size are often the first symptoms. When girdling roots 
are not obvious, look for the lack of a flare at the base of the tree 
and dig carefully to reveal the girdling root. 

GANDODERMA ROOT ROT A Hardy Rubber Tree, Eucommia 
ulmoides, was diagnosed this week in the UDBG with Gandoderma 
root rot. Branch tip dieback and small leaf size were symptoms of an 
overall decline. This tree was located in an area that was disturbed 
during the construction renovation of Townsend Hall about 10 years 
ago. Just this fall the mushrooms of this root rot fungus appeared at 
the base of the tree. Compaction and root damage predisposed this 
tree to infection and subsequent decline. This happens all too 
frequently following construction projects that compact and disturb 
the root systems of nearby trees of all types and it usually takes 5 
years or longer before symptoms appear.
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landscapes, plantings in poor (low 
organic matter) soils, or landscapes 
that have been under stress may need 
additional fertilization.  Woody 
landscape plants and some perennials 
continue root growth until soils are at 
freezing temperatures so fertilization 
using materials with low to moderate 
N, some P, and higher K levels can be 
beneficial to winter performance.  
Root growth will be improved and 
bud health can also be enhanced.  
However, excess N in the fall can 
promote bud break and new growth, 
or continued shoot growth in some 
plants, leading to increased winter 
damage.  
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