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FALL NEEDLE YELLOWING in white pines and other evergreens is 
noticeable now. The oldest set of needles (closest to the trunk) 
yellowing and falling is normal for this time of year. This is not a 
disease, just fall shed of the oldest needles. If the newest growth 
is yellow, something else may be wrong and the cause should be 
investigated. Check for poor drainage or root or insect damage.

MUSHROOMS. The diagnostic lab has been seeing and receiving 
samples of fungi including poisonous ones like the Amanitas. 

Cercospora leafspot is present on climbers 
and some shrub roses. Cercospora 
produces diagnostic small spots with red 
borders and gray centers. It is rarely seen 
on hybrid tea roses here.

Work old leaves and stems in vegetable 
beds and flower beds into the soil to 
decompose. 

What's Hot!

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

HORTICULTURAL SPRAY OILS are great tools to use in the fight 
against pests and diseases. With the “dormant” season fast 
approaching, the subject of spray oils is an important one to 
review. A “dormant” oil is one that should only be applied while 
plants are in their dormant phase. Many evergreen plants are not 
dormant during the fall, winter, and spring and can be severely 
injured by dormant oils. In contrast, “horticultural” oils (also called 
summer or verdant oils) were developed to be used when plants 
were not in the dormant phase. Most horticultural spray oils are 
used at rates as low as 1% by volume (1.28 fl. oz./gal water) or 2% 
by volume (2.56 fl. oz./gal water). However, they can be used at 
dormant rates (3-4% by volume), depending on the application site.

Oils are mixed with emulsifiers to allow the oil to mix better in 
water. Since oil and water do not thoroughly mix even with the 
best emulsifiers, keep the solution agitated to avoid spray burn. 
Other key terms to know when selecting a spray oil are the UR 
Number  the amount of unsulfonated residues - these residues are 
what contribute to spray burn. A UR number/percent of 92-96 is a 
good value. Another value to note is the “distillation range” of your 
oil  a value in between 412F-468F is a higher quality spray oil with 
less impurities.

Don't apply spray oils below freezing or when humidity is high. 
Always avoid using them on plants with a grayish cast or waxy 
coat (e.g. Colorado Blue Spruce). While oil may be tank mixed with 
some pesticides, this increases chances of spray burn  particularly 
if the tank mixed product is an EC formulation. NEVER TANK MIX 
OIL WITH SULFUR  this is an unsafe and dangerous practice for 
plants and people.

A great web resource for horticultural oils can be found at a 
Cornell Cooperative Extension Website-  

. 
http://www.ccenassau.org/hort/fact_sheets/d110_hort_oils_apr00.
pdf
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FALL WEED CONTROL. Broadleaf 
herbicides applied in October and early 
November provide excellent control of 
many perennial broadleaf weeds such as 
dandelion, Canada Thistle, plantain, 
clover, and ground ivy.  Research has 
shown that dandelion control is actually 
better with 2,4-D and/or dicamba after the 
first frost.  Herbicides containing triclopyr 
or triclopyr + clopyralid will be effective 
on ground ivy and clover during this 
period.  Herbicides that contain 
carfentrazone will also be effective on 
many broadleaf weeds during mid-fall.

Glyphosate has become one of the major 
weed management tools in woody plant 
nurseries and landscapes. Research is 
starting to show woody plants are being 
damaged (bark splitting, reduced vigor, 
increased disease susceptibility) with 
repeated applications, especially with 
formulations containing surfactants that 
contact the bark and promote uptake. DISEASES
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When glyphosate use is necessary around woody 
plants, use a glyphosate product with no adjuvant 
load.  Fourteen registered glyphosate products 
contain no adjuvant load. They include: Backdraft, 
Campaign, Expert, Extreme, Fallowmaster, Fallow 
Star, FieldMaster, Glypro, Landmaster BW, Land 
Star, ReadyMaster ATZ, Rodeo, Roundup Custom 
and RU SoluGran.

Woody plants most susceptible to glyphosate 
include: Pyrus species (especially Callery pear), 
Prunus species (especially Yoshino and Kwanzan 
red maple, Norway maple (especially 'Emerald 
Queen'), Japanese maple (especially var. 
dissectum), paperbark maple, mountain-ash, 
serviceberry, sycamore, crabapple, dogwood 
(especially Kousa hawthorn and magnolia 
(especially yellow varieties).

Never eat a mushroom unless you know for certain what it 
is. Puff balls are common in the fall.  When you kick these 
round fungi a cloud of black spores emerge. Many of the 
fungi (mushrooms) found in the fall around evergreen 
trees are beneficial to the trees and not pathogens unless 
you see them growing on the tree or roots. 

COMPOST.  Fall cleanup is an important fall chore Be sure 
to compost infected fallen leaves that may harbor plant 
pathogens. Most fungi that are parasites do not complete 
well with the decay fungi (saprophytes) in compost piles 
and decline in numbers relative to the decay fungi. 
Composted leaves are not likely to harbor plant pathogenic 
fungi that infect leaves especially if the pile heats to 180° F. 
There are exceptions. Do not compost any plant material 
that died from Verticillium wilt, Fusarium wilt, Southern 
blight (Sclerotium), Sclerotina white mold, or black root rot 
(Thielaviopsis). The advantages of compost outweigh the 
slight risk of introducing a plant disease.
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