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BOXWOOD BLIGHT has been confirmed in Maryland, near the 
Delaware line, in a residential setting. The sample originally came 
to the UD Plant Diagnostic Clinic as though it was from Delaware, 
which caused quite a scare. Boxwood blight has still not been 
confirmed in Delaware. That incident reinforces the need for a 
review of the SAMPLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES: Examine plants 
carefully and select plant parts showing a range of symptoms 

AN IMPATIENS DOWNY MILDEW WEBINAR 
will be offered on October 4, 2012 at 1:00 
PM. Register now through . 
Dr. Colleen Warfield from Ball 
Horticultural and Nancy Rechcigl from 
Syngenta will be presenting what they've 
learned about this pathogen over the last 
season and describing how the lessons 
learned can be applied for a more 
productive 2013. Hopefully the webinar 
will be available as a slide show after the 
live presentation.

www.anla.org

DNLA Ornamental & Turf Workshop is 
thWednesday, November 14  at Hockessin 

Memorial Hall. This workshop includes 
talks about growing your business through 
social media, a systems approach to 
natural lawn care management, 
compaction the biggest turfgrass enemy, 
on overview of the plant diagnostic clinic 
and information about livable ecosystems 
(including a tour of the newly installed 

What's Hot!
LATE SEASON INSECTS feeding on deciduous foliage this late in 
the year do not usually require treatment to manage their 
populations.  Occasionally, samples arrive at the office with 
damaged foliage with no signs of insects or disease.  Foliage 
receiving treatments now often miss the target pest; plus 
deciduous foliage is about to senesce soon anyway.  Evergreens 
suffering damage now need further investigation to see if 
treatment this fall is still worthwhile.  Record the host plant and 
type of damage (chewing, stippling, borers, etc…), client or 
property, location of plants, and treatment history of the site, and 
keep these in a file for use next year.  Although the causal agent 
of the damage may not be present this fall when the damage is 
found, progress towards identifying what the culprit may have 
been can be accomplished during the late fall or winter.  
Photographs of the damage and host plant can provide clues to 
successful pest identification when it is not present.  Various 
sources such as Insects that Feed on Trees and Shrubs by Johnson 
and Lyon or Garden Insects of North America by Whitney 
Cranshaw, provide lists of host plants and their commonly 
associated insect pests.  Similar references are available for 
disease identification.  Winter can be a fantastic time of year to 
plan the activities or management plans for the following spring 
for the properties managed or plants grown. Creation of a 'pest 
calendar' that depicts various pests your company may deal with 
during the upcoming year may be a valuable tool for employees 
regarding pest diagnosis.

Plants damaged this fall should be monitored for the suspected 
insect or disease next spring or summer to catch it at an 
appropriate time.  When the damage is occurring (not old 
damage), look for the disease or insect and collect a sample for 
identification.  Some guidelines for sample collection and 
submission are listed below in the disease portion of the 
newsletter.

Current potential pests continuing to feed include: lace bugs 
(different species), some caterpillars (different species), spruce 
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DISEASES
Nancy Gregory
Plant Diagnostician

spider mites, eriophyid mites (privet rust 
mite, white pine sheath mite), some scale 

ndspecies may have 2  instars feeding and 
sawflies (dogwood sawfly, redheaded pine 
sawfly).  Nuisance insects still likely to be 
encountered include: brown marmorated 
stink bug, multicolored Asian lady beetle, 
boxelder bugs and pine seed bugs.  Many 
insects are beginning to search for shelter 
to overwinter; thus treatments at this time 
of the year may not be needed.   

INSECTS
Brian Kunkel
Ornamental IPM Specialist
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Insects (Continued)
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

Diseases (Continued)
from mild to severe. A transition zone between diseased 
and healthy is often the best sample. Select enough material 
to work with, 8 to 10 leaves, or several shoots, branches, or 
roots. For turf samples, dig out a section containing soil 
and roots. Collect samples prior to the application of any 
pesticides. Place the sample between dry paper towels or in 
a paper bag, then place sample in a plastic bag and label the 
outside with a name and date written in permanent marker. 
Refrigerate the sample until shipped, or store in a cool 
location out of direct sunlight.

Use a sample submission form whenever possible (pdf on 
the web site). Complete the information on the form 
completely and accurately, doing so will assist in a faster 
more accurate diagnosis. The Clinic does have a permit to 
receive out of state samples. The form should accompany 
the sample, but not in the same plastic bag as the plant 
material. Ship the sample promptly or bring it to a County 
Extension office. Avoid having samples sit over a weekend; 
overnight shipment may be best for some samples. 
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Applecross project).  There will be 3 pesticide 
credits and 2 nutrient management credits 
awarded for attendance.  The cost is $40 for 
DNLA members, $55 for non-members and $60 at 
the door. To register, contact Valann Budischak 
at 610-274-2166.

thRain Garden Seminar is  Wednesday, October 24  
at Bay Crossing Lewes Clubhouse.  It will cover 
site selection, installation and maintenance, rain 
garden plants, soil management and include 
practice with rain garden design. The cost is $25 
for the first person from an organization and $15 
for each additional person.  For more 
information, contact Sally Boswell at the DE 
Center for the Inland Bays (302) 226-8105, 
outreach@inlandbays.org or Lara Allison (302) 
739-9939, lara.allison@state.de.us.
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