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FALL NEEDLE YELLOWING in white pines and other evergreens is 
very noticeable now. If the oldest set of needles (those closest to 
the trunk) are yellowing and falling, that is normal for this time 
of year. This is not a disease, just the normal fall shed of the 

INDIAN WAX SCALE.  This soft scale has shown up the 
landscape in high numbers the past two years in Delaware.  The 
scales are bright white and usually found attached to twigs or 
stems of a variety of plants such as holly, pyracantha, barberry, 
maple, spirea, plum, hemlocks, boxwood, winterberry and 
others.  Mature females oviposit between 1000  2000 eggs 
beginning in late May.  The eggs hatch in about two to three 
weeks and the reddish colored crawlers often settle on stem and 
branches around the end of June.  After settling, crawlers begin 
to secrete a wax that often appears ornate and may look like a 
cameo.  The settled insects feed and often have a 'dunce-cap' 
appearance by late-July to mid-August.  There are few males of 
this scale species and females mature by mid-September.  There 
is one generation a year in Delaware and some reports state we 
are near the northern edge of this insect's range.  Cold 
temperatures during the winter of 2009 knocked back 
populations of this scale outside Townsend Hall and at a 
nursery in Maryland.  

In the spring while scouting, remove scales by hand and 
examine the underside.  Indian wax scale has a pink to deep red 
color on the underside if it is alive.  Dead scales remain on 
stems but often are grayish-white compared to live scales.  
Additionally, the underside may be black or dried-out.  
Horticultural oil does not provide adequate control of this pest.  
Hand-removing scales from September through May is one 
method of controlling this pest.  Insecticidal soap, Distance, 
Talus, Dinotefuran and imidacloprid are products available for 
controlling this scale.  

COOL SEASON MITES.  Spruce spider mites feed until 3957 
GDD  and continue until there is a hard frost.  This damage will 50

not be evident until next summer and will appear as bleaching, 
yellowing, stippling or bronzing of older needles.  Southern red 
mites feed on azaleas, camellias, hollies among others until 
3584 GDD .   White pine sheath mite fall populations continue 50

feeding until around 3534 GDD .50

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

What's Hot!
Prune out dead branches with scale 
infestations during the dormant season if 
possible to reduce pressure for the next 
growing season.  

Imidacloprid soil injections this fall for 
hemlock woolly adelgid management is an 
option for managing HWA.

Dormant oil applications on dormant 
plants with scale populations will help 
reduce next year's populations.  Follow 
dormant oil applications with scouting in 
the spring to evaluate efficacy of the 
application.

Record what was done this year and where 
so there are historical records and you are 
aware of where problems occurred (i.e., 
limit surprises).

With the return of rain this fall, there has 
been a resurgence of Volutella blight on 
Japanese pachysandra. Look for the large 
brown leaf spots with concentric brown 
rings and blighted stems. Remove the 
blighted stems now. The infected areas 
should recover without any intervention at 
this time of year.

Customers always wonder how late they 
can effectively seed a lawn in the fall.  We 
usually say up until October 30.  Warm 
weather may allow you to seed a little bit 
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

oldest needles. If the newest growth is yellow, something else may be 
wrong and the cause should be investigated. Check for poor drainage, 
root damage or insect damage possibly.

COMPOSTING DISEASED LEAVES.  Soon the leaves will fall in earnest. I 
often get questions about whether it is safe to compost leaves that may 
have been infected with diseases such as crabapple scab or other foliar 
diseases. My answer has been that it is a good thing to compost the 
leaves. Most fungi that are parasites do not compete well with the decay 
fungi (saprophytes) in compost piles and decline in numbers relative to 
the decay fungi. Composted leaves are not likely to harbor plant 
pathogenic fungi that infect leaves especially if the pile heats to 180° F. 
There are exceptions. Do not compost any plant material that died from 
Verticillium wilt, Fusarium wilt, Southern blight (Sclerotium), Sclerotina 
white mold, or black root rot (Thielaviopsis). The advantages of compost 
outweigh the slight risk of introducing a plant disease.
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into November, but it is also daylength 
that affects turf growth, and there is 
nothing anyone can do to alter that 
outdoors!

Fall is a great time to plant most trees 
and shrubs, although some 
evergreens, which don’t grow roots as 
effectively during late fall and winter, 
are better planted in the spring.  You 
can plant perennials now, but avoid 
small plants like plugs that are subject 
to heaving with freezing and thawing 
during the winter. 
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