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MUSHROOMS. With every rain I have been seeing a new crop of 
mushrooms in mulch, lawns and landscape beds. The most 
common is the dog stinkhorn. It is long and pointed with no cap. 
The upper part of the stalk is covered with an orange-to brown 
spore slime that smells terrible. These are harmless and can be 
broken up with a rake. Fall is for mushrooms so look for many 
different to appear through October until frost. Never eat 
mushrooms unless you know their identification for certain.  
Many of the fungi (mushrooms) you see in the fall around 
evergreen trees are beneficial fungi and not pathogens, unless 
they are growing on the tree or roots. 

FALL NEEDLE YELLOWING in white pines and other evergreens 
will occur soon. The oldest set of needles (closest to the trunk) 
will yellow and fall. This is not a disease, just the normal fall shed 
of the oldest needles. If the newest growth is yellow, something 
else may be wrong and the cause should be investigated. Check 
for poor drainage, root damage or insect damage.

EUROPEAN HORNETS.  This non-native hornet (large brown wasp 
with yellow markings at the tip of the abdomen) causes damage 
to lilacs, birches, ash, boxwood, dogwood and other woody 
ornamentals by striping bark off twigs and branches, which may 
eventually girdle and kill the branch.  This wasp prefers to nest in 
tree cavities but may also be found in sheds, attics, or other 
structures with space; rarely do they have a nest in the open.  In 
the spring, the queen begins a nest, lays eggs, and rears the early 
workers.  As the summer progresses, workers provision the nest 
with grasshoppers, caterpillars, flies, and other insects for 
developing larvae.  European hornets often forage at night and 
are attracted by lights, banging into windows.  Nests produce 
males and females during the fall, which mate and females 
overwinter; thus treatment of nests and wasps at this time is not 
warranted, but caution should be used when they are nearby.  
Nests are not reused.  

WHITE PRUNICOLA SCALE.  This armored scale feeds on a 
number of hosts including: Acer, Alunus, Aucuba, Buxus, 
Forsythia, Ilex, Ligustrum, Malus, Prunus, Rhododendron, Syringa, 
and others.   Crawlers of the second generation are active at 2314  
- 3586 [3010 peak] GDD.  Male scales are elongate, felted, white 
and light yellow at one end; whereas females are round with light 
yellow covers slightly off center.  Male scales are inconspicuous 
white masses on the undersides of branches. Chemical control 
includes horticultural oil, insecticidal soap, dinotefuran (Safari), 
pyriproxyfen (Distance) or one of the pyrethroids

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

What's Hot!
Cool season mites are now active.  Spruce 
spider mites have been observed up to 
3957 GDD  and feeding continues until 50

there is a hard frost.  This damage will not 
be evident until next summer and will 
appear as bleaching, yellowing, stippling 
or bronzing of older needles.  Southern 
red mites feed on azaleas, camellias, 
hollies among others until 3584 GDD .   50

White pine sheath mite fall populations 
continue feeding until around 3534 GDD .50

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

(Continued)

FALL LEAF COLOR.  One of the most 
common landscape questions is why 
leaves change color in the fall in 
deciduous plants.  The following are 
excerpts from an article by Dr. Jeffrey O. 
Dawson, tree physiologist at the University 
of Illinois .

 “The fall color pigments are produced, or 
revealed, only in living leaf cells of 
deciduous trees during the critical, 
seasonal process of leaf senescence.” “A 
combination of shortening day length and 
cooling temperatures at a given locale is 
typically “sensed” by plant receptors 
resulting in the production of plant 
hormones that initiate leaf senescence.” 
“Carotenoids are responsible for the 
yellow and orange colors of autumn 
leaves. The unmasking of the carotenoids 
accounts for the yellow color of buckeye, 
yellow-poplar, sycamore, birches, 

(Continued)
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

GRAY MOLD. As the weather cools and more dew 
forms in the evenings, conditions become ideal for 
the development of Botrytis blight or gray mold. To 
keep flower beds looking good until frost and to 
reduce this fuzzy, gray fungus, keep rose gardens 
and flowers beds dead-headed (remove old 
flowers). Spray with Daconil 2787, thiophanate-
methyl or another labeled fungicide weekly if 
warranted. 

RUST on perennial ryegrass and other turfgrasses is 
favored by the cool, moist weather of fall. Look for 
yellowing of turf. Close examination of the 
individual grass blades will reveal the reddish-
orange pustules of the rust fungus. It can cause 
some thinning of turf but the best treatment at this 
time of year is fertilizing the lawn. Lawns will 
outgrow the fungus in most cases. Rust is usually a 
low fertility, low vigor problem on turf. 

Diseases (Continued)

hickories, ashes, and many other tree species” “As 
(green) chlorophyll degrades, the carotenoid pigments 
degrade more slowly and persist, revealing their 
yellowish colors.” “Tannins cause the brown hues in 
leaves of some oaks and other trees in autumn. The 
golden yellow or copper colors produced in some 
leaves, such as beech, result from the presence of 
tannins along with yellow carotenoid pigments. Like the 
carotenoids, these compounds are always present, but 
only become visible as chlorophyll and carotenoids 
disappear from leaves.” “Anthocyanin pigments are 
responsible for the pink, red, and purple leaves of 
sugar and red maple, sassafras, sumac, white and 
scarlet oak, and many other woody plants.” 
“Anthocyanins are not commonly present in leaves 
until they are produced during autumn coloration.   For 
the full article go to http://web.extension.uiuc.edu/
forestry/fall_colors.html

Weeds (Continued)
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