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LONDON PLANE TREES are losing their leaves prematurely and 
after a close look they have powdery mildew and a leafspot that 
produces circular non-descript brown spots on the leaves. The 
spots are numerous and both diseases are contributing to early 
defoliation. The fungus leafspot is Phyllosticta leafspot and is 
typically a weakly pathogenic fungus but the cool, wet weather 
has been ideal and with the trees senescing anyway, the fungus 

TWO UNWANTED FALL HOUSE GUESTS. The Western conifer seed 
bug (Leptoglossus occidentalis) is often found near white pine. It is 
¾ inch long looks like a squash bug. They have dusky brown to 
brownish black bodies and an aggressive looking “beak” head. 
The upper surface of the abdomen is light yellow to orange. 
Alternating patterns of brown and black appear at the edges of 
their wing covers along their backs. While these insects look large 
and aggressive, they will not bite. They emit a powerful musky 
odor when disturbed or handled. Adults enter buildings seeking a 
site to overwinter after feeding on pine or Douglas-fir cones.

The multicolored Asian lady beetle (Harmonia axyridis) [MALB] 
probably arrived in the US as a result of large-scale aphid 
biocontrol program releases in the 70's and. It has expanded its 
range in recent years. These lady beetles are attracted to 
dwellings that mimic the light stone outcroppings of their native 
overwintering sites (i.e. white or bright colored houses). MALB 
feed on a wide variety of pests including hemlock woolly adelgid. 
However, they have also become a nuisance because they 
congregate in buildings beginning in fall. Identification of MALB 
based on color or spot pattern alone is very difficult  several 
different color forms with and without spotting are often present. 
They will rarely give a small bite.

Both species commonly inhabit the south and west exposures of 
windows or near places where bright light and heat are present. 
They appear inside buildings on bright days when temperatures 
drop below freezing. To manage these fall invaders, exclude 
entry. Examine doors, windows, walls, soffits, etc. and repair gaps 
where these insects gain entry. (Note: this also has energy 
conservation benefits). Vacuuming or sweeping them from inside 
generally cuts down on almost all but the most extreme problems. 
Other tactics may include adjusting lighting and color in infested 
spaces with window treatments, paint colors, or exterior plants. 
MALB trap designs are available on the internet for extreme cases 
like laboratories, etc. that need advanced protection. Don't use 
pesticides against these fall invaders; it provides only short-term 
relief and does not address bigger structural management issues.

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

What's Hot!
Tuliptree scale & magnolia scale crawlers 
are active. Hort oil and Distance provide 
good control. 

Now is the time to control problem woody 
species like poison ivy, multiflora rose, 
honeysuckle, bittersweet, fox grape, etc.  
Glyphosate translocates readily into root 
systems in the fall.  See Gordon’s column 
for more details.

European/German Wasps and 
Yellowjackets are very active. They are 
predatory natural enemy insects but may 
need IPM strategies especially where food 
or food crops are present.

Late season leafhooper and lace bug 
damage is showing up. On evergreen 
plants, (Azalea and Andromeda), a fall 
hort oil application may reduce lacebugs 
and their eggs that would potentially 
overwinter on leaves.

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

(Continued)

TARGET PERENNIAL WEED CONTROL 
NOW. The second half of September is a 
good time to control many problem 
perennial weeds using systemic herbicides.  
At this time of the year, perennial plants 
have shifted from top growth to moving 
nutrients downward to areas of the plant 
involved in winter survival (crowns, roots, 
rhizomes, bulbs, corms, or tubers).  Food 
reserves are stored in these plant parts 

INSECTS
Casey Sclar
IPM Coordinator, Longwood Gardens

WEEDS
Gordon  Johnson
Agricultural Agent, Kent County
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

has been very aggressive. Fortunately, it will not 
cause a decline in overall tree health at this point in 
the season but is making the trees appear untidy.  
No fungicide sprays are recommended for this 
disease at this time.

LATE SEASON LEAFSPOTS also include Septoria 
leafspot on many dogwoods including C. sericea, 
amomum, and florida. Look for grayish angular 
spots on the leaves. Sometimes they can look like 
anthracnose but we generally don't see anthracnose 
here in the fall. Again no controls are needed.

LEAF BLOTCH ON HORSECHESTNUT is another 
foliage disease that is causing some premature 
defoliation. Look for the large brown blotches with 
yellow borders that follow the major veins. Usually 
it does not affect the health of the tree either. 

Diseases (Continued)

and are needed to produce new weed growth in the 
spring.  Systemic herbicides often will be more effective 
during early fall as they are translocated with this 
downward movement of nutrients in the perennial 
weed plant.   Early fall applied herbicides also disrupt 
the downward movement of nutrients by killing foliage 
thus reducing the amount of carbohydrate that can 
reach storage organs. Perennial weeds that do not store 
adequate carbohydrates will have reduced winter 
survival or will be weakened next spring.   Herbicide 
applications to perennial weeds should be made several 
weeks prior to the first hard frost for best effect. 
Examples of early fall perennial weed control programs 
would be glyphosate on mugwort, fluazifop-P-butyl  on 
bermudagrass,  triclopyr on Canada thistle, as well as 
selective herbicides such as 2,4-D, triclopyr, dicamba 
and clopyralid for perennial broadleaf weed control in 
turfgrass.

Weeds (Continued)
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